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CHAPTER  L 


It  Mras  a  ship,  and  a  ship  of  £siine. 
Launched  off  the  stocks,  bound  for  the  main ; 
With  an  hundred  and  twenty  brisk  young  men. 
All  pick'd  and  chosen  every  one.'* 

Old  Song. 


As  I  was  of  a  roving  and  unsettled  disposition, 
I  became  quite  tired  of  boarding  school  before 
I  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  urgently  re- 
quested my  &ther,  at  the  midsummer  holidays, 
not  to  send  me  back  to  encounter  birch  and 
Latin.  He  would  not  consent:  so  I  thought 
what  was  best  to  be  done  by  a  boy  of  my 
spirit,  being  then  very  wise  in  my  own  opinion^ 
and  soon  resolved  that  I  would  leave  my 
father's  protection,  make  the  best  of  my  way 
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to  London^  there  enter  for  a  merchant  ship^ 
and  go  to  sea. 

This  magnanimous  resolution  strengthened 
day  after  day^  and  I  only  waited  for  the  means 
of  transporting  myself  to  the  metropolis.  Two 
kind  old  maiden  aunts^  on  their  departure  from  a 
visit  to  my  father's  house,  each  presented  me 
with  a  guinea  for  pocket  money  when  at  school ; 
so  I  made  that  sum  help  me  on  my  journey. 

Clandestinely  quitting  home,  at  an  hour 
when  I  should  not  be  called  for,  I  got  into  the 
London  coach,  and  was  put  down  in  Fetter 
Lane.  The  next  morning  I  found  my  way, 
by  inquiry,  to  the  West  India  Docks,  and  wan- 
dered about,  admiring  the  different  vessels, 
endeavouring  to  please  my  taste  as  to  which 
was  the  one  most  worthy  to  receive  on  board  a 
person  of  such  imaginary  consequence  ms  myself 
— a  would-be  hero — ^who,  if  he  never  should  have 
the  good  luck  to  rival  a  Raleigh  or  a  Drake, 
certainly  imagined  his  fortune  was  to  be  made 
on  the  ocean. 
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After  surveying  with  a  most  unexperienced  eye 
about  twenty  vessels,  I  was  much  taken  with  a 
long,  low  craft,  sitting  beautiftilly  on  the  water, 
newly  coppered,  and  her  marn  and  mizen  masts 
raking  aft  in  an  extraordinaiy  degree.  She 
was  black  as  a  coal  all  over,  and  appeared  quite 
a  new  vessel,  almost  ready  for  sea.  Two  sailors 
were  employed  rattling  the  rigging  down,  and 
the  black  cook  was  boiling  turnips.  Everything 
appeared  perfectly  quiet  on  board.  I  gazed  at 
the  figure-head:  it  represented  a  sailor,  but 
the  sides  of  his  fece  had  a  different  expression ; 
on  the  left  it  was  ftiU  of  smiles,  while  on  the 
right  it  had  the  appearance  of  fierceness  and 
revenge.  After  some  hesitation,  I  ventured  to 
ask  one  of  the  seamen  if  I  might  come  on 
board.  "  Aye,  sure,  master,  you  may,"  an- 
swered he ;  *^but  don't  forget  to  wet  the  gang- 
board,  for  fear  you  should  slip."  The  oppor- 
tunity was  too  tempting  to  be  refiised;  so, 
pulling  out  a  shilling,  I  mounted  the  plank 
iMiiich  communicated  with  the  shore,  and  found 
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myself  for  the  first  time  on  board  a  ship.  I 
strolled  about,  my  senses  absorbed  in  wonder  at 
the  extraordinary  appearance  of  this  great  no- 
velty to  me — ^I  admired  the  rigging,  was  aston- 
ished at  the  number  of  ropes,  and  could  not 
imagine  how  they  could  find  names  enough  to 
call  them  by.  I  went  down  into  the  Captain's 
cabin ;  there  again  admired,  and  after  looking, 
as  I  thought,  everywhere,  was  so  &scinated, 
that  I  determined  to  become  at  once  an  able- 
bodied  seaman  in  spite  of  aU  opposition. 

Under  this  feeling  I  applied  to  the  before- 
mentioned  sailor,  and  asked  him  when  he  ex- 
pected the  Captain  to  come  on  board;  he 
replied,  in  about  an  hour.  The  hour  was 
quickly  passed  in  examining  this  phenomenon ; 
and  the  Captain  made  his  appearance :  he  was 
a  large,  stout  man,  apparently  about  forty  years 
of  age,  with  round  shoulders  and  a  sun-burnt 
face.  He  had  a  voice  like  thunder;  when  he 
spoke,  I  felt  inclined  to  jump  two  or  three  feet 
from  the  deck ;  but  I  summoned  courage,  and. 
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after  some  difficulty,  uttered,  in  a  faltering  tone, 
**  Sir,  if  you  please,  I  should  like  to  go  a  voyage 
to  sea  in  this  nice  ship."  His  sharp  reply  of 
**  What?"  brought  both  my  hands  involuntarily 
to  my  ears.  On  repeating  my  question,  he 
desired  me  to  go  below  into  the  cabin,  and  he 
would  speak  to  me  there.  Following  me 
down  the  companion  ladder,  he  told  me  to  be 
seated ;  when  he  said,  gruffly,  although  it  was 
in  his  most  gentle  tone,  '^  You  want  to  go  to  sea, 
do  you, boy ?  What  are  you  good  for?  How  old 
are  you?  and  where  do  you  come  firom?" 
These  questions  were  rather  difficult  to  answer, 
so  I  evaded  them  as  well  as  I  could,  only 
adding  two  years  to  my  real  age.  ^^  Can  you 
read,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  my  lad  ?"  On 
my  replying  in  the  affirmative,  he  said,  "  Well, 
well !  we  shall  see  what  can  be  done  for  you,  so 
come  on  shore  with  me." 

He  now  took  me  across  the  river  to  Deptford, 
and  asked  me  to  dine  at  his  lodgings,  where  I 
likewise  slept,  and  passed  the  greater  part  of 
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the  next  day;  but  in  the  evening,  the  Captain 
(Herbert  was  his  name)  told  me  to  prepare  to 
embark  with  him,  as  his  vessel  had  quitted  the 
dock£f,  and  was  at  moorings  in  the  stream.  He 
took  me  on  board,  and  the  ship  was  immediately 
under  sail  on  her  course  down  the  river ;  nor 
was  she  anchored  until  the  flood  tide  made, 
and  then  we  were  at  the  **  Lower  Hope.** 

When  daylight  appeared,  and  I  was  able  to 
look  about  me,  with  what  various  feelings  did 
I  perceive  the  difference  between  the  quiet 
appearance  of  the  vessel  when  in  the  docks, 
and  the  bustle  which  now  prevailed  on  board ! 
Where  I  had  observed  only  two  or  three  sea- 
men and  the  cook,  I  now  saw  between  thirty 
and  forty;  and  to  my  mind  they  were  the 
ugliest  and  most  forbidding  countenances  I  had 
ever  seen  in  all  my  life, .  I  resolved,  however, 
not  to  appear  alarmed,  but  to  notice  quietly  all 
that  would  come  to  pass. 

The  ship  was  under  way  again  at  high  water, 
with  a  fresh  breeze,  which  caused  the  motion 
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of  the  vessel  to  operate  so  strongly  on  my 
senses  that  I  was  glad  to  get  below,  and  lay 
myself  down  upon  a  mattress  in  the  Captain's 
cabin. 

Three  or  four  days  passed  away,  sailing  and 
anchoring  as  wind  and  tide  compelled  us,  until 
at  last  a  fidrwind  took  us  past  the  Isle  of  Wight ; 
and  the  Captain,  desiring  me  to  remain,  after 
the  others  had  gone  on  deck,  after  dinner,  said, 
"  Now,  younker.  111  tell  you  what  I  mean  to 
make  of  you;  my  owners  have  made  me  take  a 
fellow  on  board  as  clerk  who  is  no  more  good 
to  me  than  a  marline-spike  is  to  a  marine  re- 
cruit ;  so  you  must  do  the  writing  for  him,  and 
help  him  when  his  hand  shakes ;  and  if  you  can 
contrive  to  capsize  his  grog-bottle  by  accident, 
111  bear  you  harmless,  and  thank  you,  too,  if  it 
be  every  day  in  the  week.  Here,  take  this  key ; 
it  will  open  a  box  you  will  find  in  your  sleeping 
berth,  which  contuns  some  traps  I  have  ordered 
for  you ;  they  may  be  wanted  mayhap  before  we 
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reach  home  agam ;  so  now  on  deck  with  you— 
scudr 

In  the  box  he  mentioned  I  found  eight  check 
shirts^  and  other  necessaries^  quite  sufficient  for 
a  sailor's  equipment. 

We  had  been  running  nearly  before  the  wind 
all  day^  keeping  about  six  leagues  from  the 
land ;  but  as  the  evening  drew  in^  the  ship  was 
hauled  up  more  in  shore^  and  sail  generally 
shortened  to  reduce  her  speed.  At  eleven 
o'clock  she  was  hove  to  within  a  mile  of  the 
town  of  Poole.  In  a  few  minutes  I  observed 
two  dark  specks  on  the  water,  which,  as  they 
neared  us,  I  made  out  to  be  boats  full  of  men. 
They  ceased  rowing  when  within  pistol-shot  of 
the  ship,  and  a  voice  called  out — "  What  course 
a-hoy  ?"  Our  Captain  shouted  in  reply  through 
his  speaking  trumpet,  **  The  Universe  I"  Thi3 
answer  was  received  with  a  loud  hurrah  from 
the  people  in  the  boats;  they  were  instantly 
alongside,  and  nearly  forty  men  came  on  board 
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with  their  baggage.  The  boats  then  left  the 
ship  and  made  for  the  shore^  the  few  sailors  in 
them  giving  three  hearty  cheers,  which  were 
returned  tenfold  by  our  crew. 

How  different  was  the  caution  of  the  preced- 
ing  movements  to  the  boldness  of  action*  while 
making  all  sail,  when  the  boatswain  had  piped 
the  Captain's  order  to  that  effect.  In  an 
almost  incredible  time  every  sail  in  the  ship  was 
set,  and  she  rushed  through  the  waters  at  a 
furious  rate,  bearing  from  their  countiy  many  a 
stout  heart  and  reckless  spirit,  fit  for  the  dan- 
gerous enterprize  they  had  undertaken, — and 
only  (me  poor  fool  who  was  totally  ignorant  of 
the  intention  of  the  voyage :  need  I  name  him  ? 
he  was  to  be  foimd  on  board  the  nice  ship  he 
saw  in  the  docks  when  the  black  cook  was 
boiling  turnips. 
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CHAPTER  n. 


'<  With  roomy  deck,  and  guns  of  mighty  strength, 
Whose  low-laid  mouths  each  mounting  billow  laves. 
Deep  in  her  draught,  and  warlike  in  her  length. 
She  seems  a  sea-wasp  flying  on  the  waves/' 

On  the  last  day  of  August,  1804,  we  took  our 
departure  from  the  Lizard.  Crossing  the  Bay 
of  Biscay,  we  soon  were  wafted  into  the  broad 
Atlantic,  where  the  unfathomable  waters  are 
of  an  ethereal  hue,  and  where 

'*  The  little  nautilus,  with  purple  pride. 

Expands  his  wings,  and  dances  on  the  main  ; 
Small  winged  fishes  on  the  shrouds  alight, 
And  beauteous  dolphins  gently  play  around/' 

To  the  eye  of  a  novice,  nothing  can  be  more 
delightful   than  this;    the   boyish  imagination 
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expands  into  riper  years,  when  nature  appears 
in  such  glory  and  majesty  as  she  does  on  the 
blue  wave.  Eight  days  of  fair  weather  and 
pleasant  breezes  brought  us  in  sight  of  the 
Azores,  or  Western  Islands;  what  a  beautiful 
group!  While  sailing  under  the  lee  of  St 
Michael's,  the  perfume  from  aromatic  plants 
and  flowers  was  inhaled,  even  at  the  distance 
of  three  miles.  Fayal,  and  the  cloud-topped 
Pico,  have  their  charms  likewise;  viewing 
these  islands,  I  could  imagine  them  Paradise, 
and,  with  a  fervour  I  knew  not  I  possessed,  I 
exclaimed,  "  What  a  happy  lot  would  be  mine 

could  I  reside  in  a  country  like  this,  to " 

*^  To  make  a  d—- d  fool  of  yourself,  and 
experience  an  earthquake  or  storm,  which 
would  lay  you  up  in  ordinary  until  kingdom 
come,"  interrupted  some  one  beside  me.  I 
turned ;  it  was  the  Captain.  "  All  you  see 
here  is  not  so  brilliant  as  you  imagine,"  con- 
tinued he;  "  there  is  plenty  of  everything, — 
fruits,  wines,  beautiful  weather,  as  fiur  as  you 
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can  see,  and  sunny  promises;  but  mark  the 
change— while  you  are  anticipating  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  these,  crack  I  may  come  an  earth- 
quake, and  you  have  no  occasion  to  trouble 
yourself  further  until  doomsday.  Are  you  in 
a  hurry  for  that?  or  rather  would  you  veer 
cable,  and  ride  a  storm  out  in  a  rougher  cli- 
mate ?  Take  my  advice,  boy ;  you  are  starting 
in  life,  somewhat  early,  mayhap,  and,  like  a 
young  bear,  all  your  sorrows  are  to  come ;  but 
never  let  yoiu:  eye  deceive  your  head,  and  set 
your  brains  wool-gathering.  I'll  make  a  sailor 
of  you  before  I  have  done  with  you,  if  you 
should  not,  in  the  meantime,  have  the  luck  to 
get  ha;nged  or  drowned ;  but  first  I  must  teach 
you  to  look  beyond  the  surface  of  things — to 
bend  the  line  of  your  knowledge-box  on  to  the 
deep-sea  lead ;  let  the  lead  be  well  armed  and 
cast,  and  then  judge,  as  the  soundings  will  most 
truly  tell." 

We  cast  anchor  off  the  island  of  Flores,  near 
to  the  town  of  Santa  Cruz;    here  we  took  in 
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sheep  and  fowls,  some  salted  turtle,  besides 
firait  in  great  quantities,   and  completed  the 
water;  and  now  I  found  out  the  exact  situation 
in  which,  by  my  extraordinary  boyish  folly,  I 
had  placed  mysel£     The  mask  was  here  to  be 
thrown  off.     The  carpenters  were  ordered  on 
deck,  and  in  a  short  time  they  removed  a  false 
bulk-head  of  thin  wood,  which  ran  fore  and  aft 
as  high  as  the  hammock  netting ;  on  this  being 
done,  to  my  surprise  I  saw  nine  port  cells  on 
each  side,  with  their  fittings  all  complete,  ready 
for  the  reception  of  the  guns  and  their  car- 
riages.    The  ports,  which  had  been  calked  in, 
and  so  painted  as  to  be  hidden  firom  observa- 
tion, were  now  knocked   out;   the   guns   and 
their   carriages  were   hoisted    from  the   hold, 
where  they  had    been    concealed,    and  were 
speedily  mounted.     An   of&cer,  whom  I  had 
not  seen  before,  also  made  his  appearance  in 
a  sort  of  uniform,   and  was  busily   at  work, 
superintending  and  arranging  this  part  of  the 
duty ;  and  as  soon  as  the  lights  were  out,  the 
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magazine  was  opened,  and  the  gunner  (for  he 
was  our  new  officer)  was,  with  his  crew,  actively 
employed  in  sending  filled  cartridges  on  deck ; 
that  being  done,  others  were  busily  handing 
up  shot,  wads,  &c.,  which  were  systematically 
arranged.  Muskets,  pistols,  and  pikes,  were 
likewise  in  great  plenty.  The  guns,  being 
first  scaled,  were  loaded,  shotted,  ran  fore  andi 
aft,  and  secured.  The  small  arms  were  ranged 
in  racks  fitted  for  the  purpose  against  the  bulk- 
heads  of  the  captain's  cabin  and  gun-room ;  and 
two  cutlasses,  each  with  a  becket  fixed  to  the 
handle,  were  suspended  over  every  gun  cross- 
wise, and  ready  for  immediate  use.  The  rig- 
ging likewise  underwent  an  alteration ;  for  the 
lower  yards  were  slung  in  chains,  and  secured 
round  their  separate  mast  heads;  preventer 
braces  were  rove ;  an  extra  shifting  backstay  was 
clapped  on  each  topmast-head ;  in  short,  a  few 
hours  before,  I  fancied  myself  on  board  a  mer- 
chant vessel  bound  to  the  West  Indies,  and  now 
I  found  myself  the  inmate  of  a  corvette,  mount- 


T)IE  SAUCT  JACK.  15 

ing  sixteen  thirty-two  pound  canx>nadeB5  and 
two  long  twelve  pounders,  armed  at  all  points, 
and  with  a  determined  crew  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty,  boys  and  alL 

Captain  Herbert  had  promised  to  teach  me 
to  look  beyond  the  sur&ce  of  things;  I  now 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  for  me  if  he 
had  given  me  my  first  lesson  before  we  sailed 
from  the  river. 

In  the  evening,  at  supper,  after  the  grog  was 
served  out — and  double  allowance  was  given  on 
this  occasion — the  Captain  made  a  speech  to 
his  officers  and  crew,  congratulating  them  on  the 
voyage  having  proved  so  far  satisfactory,  and 
calling  upon  them  to  be  attentive  to  their  duty, 
and  obedient  to  the  orders  they  received ;  after 
which,  filling  a  bumper,  he  drank  it  off  to  the 
following  toast — "  Success  and  three  cheers  for 
the  Saucy  Jack,  our  new  privateer!"  This 
toast  was  received  with  deafening  shouts  by  the 
crew,  who,  on  being  piped  down,  seemed  all  at 
once  to  have  considered  themselves  under  a 
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new  and  more  strict  discipline  than  before  the 
real  state  and  condition  of  the  vessel  were  pub- 
licly made  known*  Noisy  mirth,  much  drink- 
ing and  singing,  however,  were  continued 
deep  into  the  night,  and  the  ship's  bell  had 
tolled  eight  for  midnight  ere  all  was  hushed  in 
repose. 

The   first  officer  had  the  middle  watch  on 

deck ;  and  as  I  could  not  sleep ;  under  the  ex-  | 

j 

cited  state  of  my  feelings,  I  joined  him,  and 

endeavoured  to  ingratiate  myself  so  &r  with 

him  as  to  induce  him  to  tell  me  the  real  plans 

for   the  future   movements  of  my  once   nice  1 

ship,  now  the  formidable  **  Saucy  JacL"     My 

manceuvre  did    not    succeed,   for  although   I 

called  him  Lieutenant  Winstanley,  he  was  not 

to  be  flattered  into  any  communication,  merely 

answering,   "  FU  tell  you  what,  my  boy,  you 

will  be  shaved  when  you  cross  the  tropic,  ^nd 

that  will  make  a  man  of  you ;  after  which,  you 

will  have  a  right  tp  know  all !" 

"  Indeed  I    I  thank  you.  Sir,"  said  I. 
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«  Yes,'*  replied  he,  «  off  I  think  fit  to  tell ; 
and  that  will  not  be  much,  I  am  thinking.'* 

I  felt  this  rebuff  most  cruelly,  as  I  had  hastily 
anticipated  a  promise  on  his  part  to  communi- 
cate something  of  our  mysterious  cruise ;  I  was 
therefore  glad  to  sneak  away  firom  his  company, 
and  turn  into  my  berth,  where  I  at  length  fell 
asleep  as  soundly  as  if  I  had  been  at  home  in 
my  Other's  house. 

When  I  awoke,  I  found  the  privateer  under 
sail,  standing  to  the  southward  with  a  steady 
breeze,  which  continued  all  that  day  and,  night. 
On  the  next  morning,  at  daylight,  a  sail  was 
observed  on  the  lee  quarter,  about  five  miles 
off;  our  glasses  shewed  her  to  be  a  fiigate  of 
the  lai^est  class,  and  sail  was  being  crowded  on 
her  in  chase  of  us  y^hen  she  was  first  seen.  '^  I 
am  glad  of  this,"  said  our  captain ;  "  we  must 
try  our  rate  of  sailing  with  this  fellow;  but 
let  him  come  a  little  nearer  before  we  notice  hun. 
He's  on  the  track  for  some  homeward  bound 
craft,  I  suppose.     We  wUl  lead  him  a  dance." 
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The  frigate  continued  to  approach,  but  slowly, 
considering  the  vast  press  of  sail  she  was  under, 
until  Captain  Herbert,  after  a  long  look  at  her 
with  the  glass,  called  out,  ^^  Winstanley,  make 
all  sail  directly;  I  know  that  ship— -it  is  the 
Inde&tigable.  Graham  Moore,  who  commands 
her,  knows  well  what  he  is  about,  and  we  must 
no  longer  trifle  if  we  are  to  outsail  him.  Send 
Edwards,  the  quartermaster,  to  the  helm,  and 
keep  the  ship  two  points  nearer  the  wind." 

These  orders  were  promptly  obeyed ;  but,  as 
it  turned  out,  there  was  but  little  occasion  for 
them,  as  the  frigate  lost  ground  from  the  time 
sail  was  made  on  the  Saucy  Jack ;  and,  after 
prolonging  the  chase  for  four  hours,  gave  it  up, 
and  wore  round  on  the  opposite  tacL 

"  This  is  a  good  specimen,'*  said  Herbert  to 
the  mate ;  *^  yon  frigate  is  no  heavy  sailer. 
What  think  you  ?" 

"  Why,  that  we  have  a  clipper  under  us,  by 
G — y^  answered  the  mate,  <'and  I  am  glad 
of  it.  Sir." 
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Soon  after  this^  our  ship  was  in  the  trade 
winds,  and  whilst  running  down  before  them, 
two  or  three  hours  in  each  day  were  passed  in 
exercising  the  crew  at  the  great  guns  and  small 
arms,  making  and  shortening  sail,  and  such 
other  nautical  evolutions,  which  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  brought  to  perfection  before 
any  vessel  can  be  termed  a  smart  ship.  Our 
crew  were  all  seamen,  and  merely  required  a 
little  practice  to  enable  them  to  act  together,  for 
each  knew  his  duty  in  detail,  therefore  every 
day  there  was  an  evident  improvement  in  their 
tactics. 

We  crossed  the  tropic  in  longitude  west  22** 
61';  and  now  a  new  scene  presented  itself, 
which  was,  the  formal  visit  of  the  sea-god, 
Neptune,  to  muster  the  ship's  company,  and 
bereave  those  of  their  beards  who  had  not  be- 
fore paid  forfeit  as  visitors  to  his  worship's 
dominions.  The  weather  was  fine  and  warm, 
the  ship  going  between  six  and  seven  knots, 
with  a  light  breeze  on  the  quarter,  when  she 
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was  hailed  by  a  stentorian  voice^ .  through  a 
speakmg-trumpet,  with  **  Ho !  the  ship  ahoy !" 

"  Hallo  r  answered  our  Captain,  loud  enough 
to  have  frightened  Neptune  himself  to  the 
bottom. 

^^  What  ship  is  that  ?"  inquired  the  voice. 

"  The  Saucy  Jack,"  was  the  reply. 

**Why,  then,  heave  to  and  be  d— d  to  you 

for  a  saucy  son  of  a ^  until  I  can  get  on 

board  and  see  if  you  have  any  yoimg  fiy  who 
have  not  been  this  way  before." 

The  order  was  obeyed,  the  ship  was  brought 
to  the  wind  under  easy  sail, .  and  the  motley 
group  soon  made  their  appearance  j&om  over 
the  bows  on  to  the  forecastle ;  a  hideous  yell 
announced  that  the  watery  deity  had  obtained 
a  footing  on  deck.  On  a  car,  constructed  from 
a  gun-carriage,  sat  Neptune  and  Amphitrite; 
they  were  drawn  by  eight  tritons,  who  were 
nearly  naked,  their  skins  being  spotted  with 
black  paint,  and  their  heads  adorned  with  can- 
vas   caps,    each    ornamented  with   fimtastical 
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figures,  suiting  the  taste  of  the  wearer ;  their 
&ces  were  painted  red  and  blue,  and  terminated 
with  a  long  beard  made  of  sheep's  skin.      The 
most  curioiis  figure,  as  well  as  the  most  respon- 
sible person  in  the  procession,  was  the  barber; 
he  was  excellently  clad ;  he  wore  a  pair  of  very 
short  trousers,  which  did  not  reach  his  knees, 
and  had  his  legs  blacked  to  imitate  Hessian 
boots;  a  very  old  and  faded  black  coat,  the 
sleeves  not  reaching  near  to  the  wrists,  was  put 
on   next  the   skin,   without  any  shirt,  which 
being  left  unbuttoned,  his  body  was  displayed, 
painted  all  over  in  firont  with  the  most  extrava- 
gant devices ;  his  head  was  covered  with  a  wig 
made  of  oakum,  having  a^long  tail,  and  orna- 
mented at  top  with  a  very  small  paper  cocked- 
hat,  which  was  tarred  round  the  edges.      He 
held  a  razor  in  his  hand  about  three  feet  in 
length,  made  fix>m  an  iron  hoop,  and  notched 
like  a  saw  along  the  blade.      He  was  accom- 
panied by  two  odd-looking  attendants,  one  car- 
rying a  huge  strop  and  a  lather-box  containing 
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nearly  two  quarts,  which  he  continued  stirring 
actively  with  a  brush;  and  the  effluvia  pro- 
duced was  not  of  that  nature  to  excite  agreeable 
sensations  in  those  who,  like  myself,  had  to 
undergo  the  operation.  The  other  attendant 
had  a  sort  of  banner  displayed,  on  which  was 
badly  painted,  "  Good  easy  shaving,  with  Nile 
soap  and  Copenhagen  razors."  After  marchmg 
in  procession  round  the  deck,  the  Captain  and 
his  officers  saluting  with  all  due  reverence  the 
god  and  his  spouse,  (who,  by  the  bye,  had  been 
selected  because  he  was  the  ugliest-looking  ras- 
cal in  the  ship,  and  had  a  squint  in  his  eye 
which  would  have  turned  all  the  milk  sour,  had 
there  been  any,)  thej.  ascended  to  the  long  boat 
on  the  booms,  which  had  been  half  filled  with 
water  for  the  occasion,  and  there,  on  a  tempo- 
rary throne,  awaited  the  commencement  of  the 
ceremonies.  Four  of  Neptune's  emissaries, 
who  officiated  as  constables,  now  interrogated 
the  different  officers ;  but  they  had  all  passed 
the  ordeal  before,  and  my  lot  became  first     I 
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was  accordingly  seized  and  placed  on  a  board 
in  the  boat,  then  blindfolded;  my  &ce  was 
rubbed  all  over  with  a  mess  made  up  with  tar, 
tallow,  and  peas-soup:  Neptune  next  demanded 
my  name ;  I  opened  my  mouth  to  inform  him, 
when  a  dab  from  the  brush  rendered  me  as  sick 
as  death.  The  barber  now  began  his  operation, 
and  scraped  the  filth  from  my  face  with  the 
huge  razor,  and  with  no  light  hand,  as  I  could 
feel ;  when  having  finished,  the  board  was  sud- 
denly drawn  fix)m  under  me,  and  I  was  in- 
stantly over  head  and  ears  in  water;  as  I 
attempted  to  rise  I  was  pushed  down  imtil  I  was 
nearly  half  drowned,  and  then  was  allowed  to 
make  my  escape  in  the  best  manner  I  could, 
the  ship's  engine  playing  with  fiill  force  into 
my  ear  until  I  got  out  of  reach.  This  rough 
treatment  did  not  prevent  me  from  laughing 
heartily,  and  enjoying  the  joke,  when  it  was 
practised  on  the  few  others  of  the  uninitiated ; 
and  as  all  was  done  and  taken  in  good  humour, 
there  was  much  fun  on  the  occasion.    By  the 
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time  the  ceremony  was  over,  there  was  not  a 
dry  jacket  in  the  ship,  as  the  officers  soon  got 
tired  of  merely  looking  on.  The  captain  proved, 
in  this  instance,  the  greatest  baby  of  the  lot ; 
he  could  not  resist  the  &vourable  opportunity 
of  throwing  a  bucket  of  water  over  the  chief 
mate,  who  returned  the  compliment  upon  the 
person  next  to  him,  and  so  on,  until  there  was 
not  one  left  without  his  full  share.  At  length, 
Neptune  and  Amphitrite  quitted  their  throne, 
remounted  the  car,  and  were  drawn  forward  on 
the  forecastle,  imder  the  same  salutes  as  before, 
from  whence  they  and  their  suite  disappeared 
as  they  came. 

On  the  evening,  when  the  island  of  Antigua 
appeared  in  sight,  the  Captain  detained  Mr. 
Winstanley  and  the  second  mate  as  they  were 
about  to  retire  from  table  after  supper,  and 
addressed  them  as  follows : — 

**  We  have  now  arrived  in  view  of  the  island 
off  which  I  am  at  liberty  to  communicate  in 
some  degree  the  purport  of  our  voyage  to  the 
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West  Indies;  my  instructions  distinctly  point 
out  to  whom  such  communication  is  to  be  made, 
and  it  is  to  yourselves  only,  at  present  You 
have  both  received  your  appointments  from  the 

4 

owners;  you,  Winstanley,  I  have  known  a  long 
time ;  and  Mr.  Grafton,  what  I  have  known  of 
you  since  you  joined  us  has  been  in  the  highest 
degree  satisfactory."  The  second  mate  bowed 
as  graciously  as  he  could  at  this  flattering  ob- 
servation. ^^  There  is  a  young  scape-grace  here 
(meaning  me),  of  whom  I  know  nothing,  but 
he  is  my  own  bargain,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
he  should  be  in  the  secret;  as  he  is  my  own, 
should  he  betray  his  trust,  you  are  aware,  gen- 
tlemen, I  have  the  power  as  well  as  the  will  to 
nail  him  hands  and  feet  against  the  foremast, 
like  a  rascal  weasel  is  nailed  against  a  barn- 
door; but  he  will  be  true,  I  am  sure,  and 
not  urge  me  to  so  disagreeable  a  necessity. 
Government,  gentlemen,"  continued  the  Cap- 
tain, ^^has  not  always  the  best  information  of 
what  is  going  on  abroad ;  there  be  merchants 

VOL.  L  c 
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in  our  wealthy  metropolis  who  can  afford  to  pay 
certain  individuals  intrusted  with  the  state 
secrets  of  foreign  cabinets  a  much  higher  price 
for  their  rascality  in  disclosing  them  than  the 
government  can  offer.  From  this  practice 
arises  our  voyage  here.  It  will  be  supposed  we 
are  to  appear  in  the  Caribbean  sea  to  cruize 
against  the  French :  that  is  true ;  but  it  would 
not  have  been  worth  the  trouble  and  expend 
to  our  owners  to  have  fitted  out  so  fine  and 
well  appointed  a  vessel  as  the  Saucy  Jack 
merely  on  that  speculation,  when  there  are 
English  men-of-war  enough  already  on  the 
station  to  keep  Monsieur  in  order ;  no,  no ! 
therefore  attend  to  me.  There  is  certain  pri- 
vate intelligence  in  London  of  a  speedy  rupture 
with  ^ain.  Although  everything  appears  at 
present  so  quiet,  the  war  is  certain,  and  we  are 
sent  out  here  to  obtain  the  earliest  advantages 
therefrom,  as,  on  the  first  news  of  the  decla- 
ration of  war,  all  the  enemy's  ships  will  endea-  - 
vour  to  make  their  way  from  New  to  Old  Spain. 
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Some  may  have  private  infonnation  of  the 
intended  war,  and  will  sail  before  it  is  declared ; 
we  must  present  them,  too,  at  all  risks :  such 
orders  will  be  certainly  forwarded  from  Madrid, 
and  the  ships  hurried  to  Europe.  As  our  fleets 
will  be  so  much  occupied  with  the  Monsieurs 
and  the  Dons  at  home,  there  will  not  be  a  ship 
to  spare  to  increase  the  naval  force  in  these 
parts.  I  have  been  out  here  before ;  no  matter 
when,  or  in  what  capacity,  but  I  will  shew  you 
I  am  a  pilot  for  these  seas ;  there  is  not  a  port 
on  the  Spanish  main  with  which  I  am  unac- 
quainted ;  I  know  the  whole  coast,  from  Cape 
Boque  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  most  of  the  islands 
besides.  Our  agents  are  appointed  at  Jamaica, 
not  only  at  Kingston,  but  at  other  ports  of  the 
island  to  which  it  may  be  convenient  to  send 
our  captured  vessels  should  we  be  fortunate ; 
and  this  precaution  has  been  taken^  to  prevent 
our  people  who  may  conduct  a  prize  into  har- 
bour from  being  pressed  on  board  a  king's  ship. 

c2 
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I  have  now  clearly  explained  the  object  of  our 
voyage  ;  you  like  our  prospects,  I  hope  ?^ 

"  Excellent,  Captam,"  exclaimed  the  young 
men,  "  and  beyond  our  utmost  expectations.'' 

^'  Good  night,  then,  gentlemen,"  replied  the 
Captain,  "  and  remember  to  be  secret"  The 
officers  bowed,  and  retired. 

Now  came  my  turn.  I  expected  a  long  lec- 
ture, but  was  dismissed  with  a  simple  ^^good 
night,"  and  an  order  to  hold  myself  in  readi- 
ness to  copy  some  documents  on  the  next 
morning  at  eight  o'clock. 
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<i 


CHAPTER  m. 


Up,  lads,  and  at  them  !" — Wellington. 


Fbom  this  time  our  course  was  continued^ 
under  favour  of  the  trade  wind,  until  we  arrived 
at  the  island'  known  by  the  name  of  ^^  Old 
Providence,"  which  is  uninhabited,  and  situated 
in  lat  N.  13*»  30',  long.  W.  SO"*  30'.  It  is 
sdmost  barren,  and  surrounded  by  shoals  and 
rocks,  which  render  it  a  shelter  to  vessels 
whose  officers  are  aware  of  the  navigation, 
it  being  extremely  dangerous  to  approach. 
As  it  is  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
the  Spanish  Main  (so  called  in  1804),  it  was 
the  best  place  which  could  have  been  chosen 
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for  our  rendezvous  ;  and  our  Captain  gave  us 
an  early  proof  that  when  he  asserted  he  was 
a  pilot  for  these  seas  this  island  was  not  for- 
gotten by  him ;  but  it  is  no  place  to  remain 
.long  at,  either  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel  or 
the  secrecy  required  ;  therefore,  merely  taking 
time  to  set  the  rigging  up  fore  and  aft,  and 
to  repair  some  damages  of  a  trifling  nature 
occasioned  by  the  voyage,  the  Saucy  Jack  was 
again  at  sea,  her  crew  in  high  health  and 
^irits,  anticipating  active  service,  and  a  rich 
reward  for  their  labour. 

After  cruising  for  a  week  without  meeting 
with  any  vessel,  the  land  was  made,  and  the 
city  of  La  Guira  in  full  view ;  a  vessel  was  at 
anchor,  under  cover  of  the  batteries,  "  You 
see  yon  schooner,  Winstanley  ?"  said  our  Cap* 
tain ;  ^^  we  will  have  her,  and  you  shall  eom^ 
mand  for  that  purpose.  The  news  of  the 
declaration  of  war  has  not  reached  us,  to  be 
sure;  but  as  we  may  be  certain  it  is  on  the  way 
out,  we  may  as  well  take  time  by  the  forelock. 
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and.  try  the  mettle  of  our  men*  Note  the 
vessel  well  with  the  glass ;  she  appears  merely 
moored  with  a  kedge  to  prevent  her  swinging 
athwart  the  swell  when  the  land  wind  sets  in« 
You  must  attack  her  with  the  larboard-watch 
in  the  ship's  boats,  and  assistance  shall  be  at 
band  fix)m  the  Saucy  Jack  should  you  require 
it,  which  I  think  you  will  not  Come  below  to 
the  cabin,  and  I  will  give  you  finther  private 
instructions." 

Immediately  after  dark  the  privateer  was 
hauled  to  the  wind,  and  sail  made  to  get  so  &r 
off  the  shore  as  to  keep  the  sea  breeze  and  be 
to  windward  of  the  town.  At  midnight,  the 
desired  position  having  been  obtained,  the  boats 
left  the  ship  for  the  attack.  The  pinnace,  with 
twenty  seamen,  was  placed  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  Winstanley :  I  asked  and  obtained  per- 
mission to  go  with  him.  A  cutter,  with  ten 
men,  was  entrusted  to  the  second  officer,  Mr. 
Grafton;  and  a  third  boat,  of  the  same  size, 
was  confided  to  the  charge  of  the  boatswain. 
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The  men  were  anned  with  cutlasses  and  pistob, 
with  three  spare  muskets  in  each  cutter^  and 
four  small-armed  men  in  the  pinnace ;  boarding 
pikes  were  also  in  each  boat.  With  the  oare 
muffled^  the  boats  approached  in  silence  the 
object  of  attack,  which,  it  soon  became  evident^ 
was  prepared  for  our  reception,  as  a  blue  light 
was  burned  as  a  signal  to  the  shore,  by  which 
we  discovered  the  schooner  was  armed,  her 
boarding  nettings  triced  up,  and  her  crew  at 
quarters.  This  did  not  damp  the  courage  of 
our  officers  and  men  ;  for  when  Winstanley 
gave  the  order,  "  Forward,  lads,  and  board  her," 
three  loud  heart-cheering  shouts  were  returned 
by  the  people  in  the  other  boats.  "  Give  way 
alongside,  my  hearties  P  cried  Winstanley.  The 
pinnace  was  placed  on  the  larboard  side  of 
the  schooner,  when  a  gun  loaded  with  langrage 
and  musket-balls  was  discharged  directly  into 
the  boat,  and  in  an  instant  ten  of  our  men  were 
down.  The  boatswain  had  placed  his  cutter 
on  the  enemy's  bow,  and  had  made  his  way  on 


THE  SAUCY  JACK.  33 

.to  the  forecastle,  when  a  huge  fellow  ran  at 
him  with  the  butt  end  of  a  musket  up  lifted  to 
strike  him  down :  being  unsupported,  the  boat- 
swain threw  himself  back  into  his  boat ;  and 
after    pointing    his  musket  with  the   muzzle 
through  the   hawse-hole   of  the  schooner,  he 
made  a  second  attempt  to  board.    The  device 
succeeded;    for  as   the   same   man   again  ad- 
vanced with  his  weapon  uplifted,  the  boatswain 
fired,  the  ball  passed  through  his  adversary's 
breast,  and  he  felL    Grafton  in  the  meantime 
was  on  the  starboard  quarter,  and,   with  the 
assistance  of  his  boat's  crew,  had  cut  through 
the    boarding-netting,    obtained  a   footing  on 
deck,   and  threatened  those  in  the  rear  who 
were  opposing  the  crew  of  the  pinnace  on  the 
larboard  side.      One  of  the  schooner's  people 
here  was  particularly  active  in  preventing  our 
men  in  the  pinnace  fiom  boarding,  until,  in  the 
act  of  cutting  a  seaman  down,  another,  who 
was    armed  with   a  pike,    thrust  his  weapon 

through  the  tarpaulin  which  formed  part  of  the 

c3 
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upper  works  of  the  vessel,  and  pierced  the 
man  in  the  ffoin ;  he  fell  forward  with  his 
head  over  the  iroo  ndling^  and  was  in  an  instant 
dead  firom  a  multitude  of  wounds.  The  boat* 
•w»in  and  his  party  being  by  this  time  fiurly 
on  board,  opened  the  way  for  the  remainder 
of  the  crew  of  the  pinnace,  and  the  vessel  was 
speedily  carried,  the  cable  cut,  and  the  two 
smaller  boats  ahead  with  the  prize  in  tow ;  the 
batteries  on  shore  keeping  up  a  wild  and  ill- 
directed  fire,  fix>m  the  commencement  of  the 
engagement.  Captain  Herbert  had  stood  in  with 
the  privateer  as  near  as  he  could  without  get- 
ting becalmed,  and  was  ready  to  assist  in  secur- 
ing the  captured  vessel  within  half  an  hour 
from  the  time  she  was  ours. 

To  remove  our  wounded  and  prisoners  was  a 
task  of  some  difficulty.  Mr.  Winstanley  was 
shot  through  the  right  arm,  which,  although 
but  a  flesh  wound,  would  deprive  us  of  his 
services  for  some  time.  Two  seamen  were 
killed  and  seven  wounded  in  the  pinnace,  and 
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a  musket-ball  had  mortally  wounded,  and  in- 
deed carried  away,  the  crown  of  my  hat,  for- 
tunately without  damaging  the  owner ;  two  men 
more,  hurt  in  Mr.  Grafton's  boat,  was  the 
extent  of  our  loss.  As  soon  as  the  wounded 
were  removed,  sail  was  made  on  both  vessels, 
and  a  good  offing  obtained  before  it  was 
attempted  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  prize. 
She  was  about  ninety  tons  burden,  had  on 
board  four  guns,  carronades,  and  a  crew  of 
twenty-five  men,  every  one  of  whom  was 
either  killed  or  disabled.  But  what  was  of  the 
greatest  consequence  to  us,  she  was  laden  with 
a  valuable  cargo  of  quicksilver.  Both  vessels 
kept  company  at  sea  under  easy  sail,  after  hav- 
ing stretched  over  into  the  track  of  ships  from 
Europe,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  news  of  the 
war,  as  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  have 
sent  our  prize  to  Jamaica  before  we  had  intel- 
ligence such  had  been  declared.  For  a  week 
we  looked  out  in  vain ;  but  at  last  had  the  good 
fortune   to  fall  in  with   an   English  ship — an 
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anned  runner,  the  master  of  which  in- 
formed us,  and  shewed  us  the  "  Gazette/'  con- 
taining the  news  we  so  much  desired.  No 
time  was  therefore  lost  in  proceeding  to  Port 
Antonio,  where  the  captured  vessel  was  given 
up  to  the  agent  appointed  by  our  owners,  as 
before  mentioned. 

After  having  received  our  men  from  the 
prize,  and  a  supply  of  water  from  the  shore, 
we  landed  the  prisoners,  again  put  to  sea,  and 
stood  towards  Carthagena.  We  had  just  made 
the  land  when  we  perceived  a  ship  to  wind- 
ward, which  certainly  was  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion: her  maintopmast  had  been  carried 
away;  her  sails  on  the  other  masts  were 
scarcely  half  hoisted ;  the  tout-ensemble^  indeed, 
appeared  to  be  in  the  most  deplorable  con- 
dition. This  vessel  immediately  made  towards 
the  privateer,  firing  her  guns,  and  displaying  a 
Spanish  ensign  of  quite  formidable  dimensions. 
As  she  neared  us,  (for  we  waited  her  arrival,) 
it  was  difficult  to  make  out  what  in  the  name 
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of  fortune  was  bustling  about  her  decks  ;  some 
of  our  fellows  swore  that  she  was  laden  with 
pigs,  that  had  come  on  deck,  taken  command 
of  the  ship,  and  were  cantering  fore  and  aft  for 
exercise.  The  perpetual  motion  of  the  living 
things  on  board  of  her,  whatever  they  might 
be,  certainly  had  a  most  ludicrous  appearance, 
and  the  size  and  colour  of  the  animals  no  doubt 
strengthened  the  opinion  that  they  were  pigs, 
fat  ones,  too,  and  bound  to  the  Spanish  main. 
What  a  strange  cargo  I 

Much  conjecture  was  hazarded  on  the  occa- 
sion, but  without  arriving  at  any  conclusion, 
until  the  Spaniard  passed  within  hail,  and  was 
desired  to  bring  to.  Having  obeyed,  a  boat 
was  lowered  from  the  Saucy  Jack  and  sent  to 
examine  the  vessel,  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Grafton,  who  returned  with  the  intelligence 
that  the  stranger  was  a  Spanish  ship,  called  the 
"  Don  Balthazar,"  from  Cadiz,  bound  to  Car- 
thagena,  having  on  board  one  hundred  and 
fifty  friars,  for  the  purpose  of  confessing,  or,  in 
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Other  words,  living  upon  the  good  subjects  of 
our  Holy  Mother  Church  in  the  last-named 
city.  The  stock  of  provisions  and  water  had 
been  exhausted  by  a  too  superabundant  use  of 
them  in  the  early  part  of  the  voyage ;  the 
friars,  being  thirsty  souls,  had  became  perfectly 
unmanageable,  and  had  frightened  the  master 
and  crew  nearly  out  of  their  wits  by  anathemas 
and  denunciations  hurled  against  them,  both 
individually  and  collectively,  until  the  unfor- 
tunate laymen  did  not  feel  themselves  likely  to 
escape  in  whole  skins  on  their  arrival  at  their 
destination. 

They  had  not  heard  of  the  declaration  of 
war,  having  been  upwards  of  two  months  at 
sea ;  and  when  Mr.  Grafton  told  them  of  it, 
the  news  was  very  diflferently  received.  The 
master  begged,  in  the  name  of  all  the  saints  in 
the  calendar^  to  be  captured  immediately, — 
seeming  willing  to  become  a  prisoner  among 
heretics  rather  than  proceed  on  his  voyage 
with  his  numerous  priests. 
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The  friars  had  a  different  opinion ;  they  had 
no  idea  where  they  were,  or  how  fiur  Cartha- 
gena  was  still  distant ;  the  land  had  not  been 
seen  by  them^  and  never  would  have  been  dis- 
covered had  Columbus  been  of  their  indolent 
habits.     The  matter  appeared  difficult  to  settle, 
until  the  plain,  blunt,  straightforward  wisdom 
of  Captain   Herbert  put  it  at  once  to  rest 
"  Tell  them,"  said  he,   "  to  make  up  two  hun- 
dred doubloons  among  them  for  ransom ;  we 
want   Spanish  coin,   not  Spanish  friars.    Give 
them  the  bearings  and  distance  of  Carthagena, 
that  they  may  find  their  way  there ;  they  will 
be   in  port  to-morrow.    Bring  away  whatever 
cordage  and  canvas  you  can  find,  and  in  return, 
we  will  give  them  two  hogsheads  of  water,  and 
a  couple  of  bags  of  biscuit,  which,  I  think,  is 
a  very  liberal  and  sufficient  exchange."     There 
was  some  difficulty  at  first  about  the  gold,  until 
the  principal  ecclesiastic  was  threatened  to  be 
keel-hauled,   when   he   caused  it  to  be  forth- 
coming from  the  pouches  of  his  inferiors. 
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There  was  a  man  on  board  of  this  ship  who 
pleaded  hard  to  be  received  from  her  into  the 
Saucy  Jack ;  he  would  take  no  denial.  He  urged 
his  case  so  strongly^  by  asserting  that  he  would  be 
made  prisoner  if  he  went  to  Carthagena,  that  the 
Captain  consented  to  receive  him  on  board  as 
a  foremast  man.  This  individual  was  an  Irish- 
man^  if  we  might  judge  from  his  accent;  he 
was  finely  formed,  and,  in  despite  of  his  sailor's 
dress  and  attempt  at  disguise,  there  was  some- 
thing in  his  appearance  which  shewed  he  had 
seen  better  days,  and  that  he  had  been  used  to 
move  in  better  society  than  could  be  found  on 
the  forecastle  of  a  privateer.  As  there  will  be 
occasion  to  allude  to  this  person  again  in  the 
sequel,  further  observation  is  for  the  present 
unnecessary. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


''  There  vns  do  soand  upon  the  deep. 
The  breeze  lay  cradled  there ; 

The  motionless  waters  sank  to  sleep 
Beneath  the  saltry  air ; 

Oat  of  the  cooling  brine  to  leap 
The  dolphin  scarce  would  dare. 


*» 


Anon. 


The  evening  proving  very  hot  and  fine,  and 
the  wind  being  so  light  that  the  sails  flapped 
against  the  masts^  the  courses  were  hauled  up, 
and  the  ship  went  through  the  water  at  the  rate 
of  two  knots  an  hour.  The  land  was  in  sight 
to  the  southward,  although  at  a  great  distance. 
There  could  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  position  of 
the  ship,  as  the  mountains,  the  summits  of 
which  we  saw  far  above  the  clouds,  were  of  that 
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celebrated  chain  called  the  Andes.  The  high 
land  of  Teneriffe,  or  Pico,  or  the  huge  moun- 
tains in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Caraccas,  are 
but  pigmies,  when  compared  with  those  at  the 
back  of  Santa  Martha.  It  is  almost  dangerous 
to  the  veracity  of  any  one  who  is  unknown  to 
state  to  those  who  have  never  seen  very  high 
land,  the  enormous  distance  at  which  the  eye 
can  plainly  distinguish  it  Our  ship  was  at  the 
time  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from  the 
land  and  at  a  considerably  greater  distance 
from  the  mountains  in  view,  which  were  in  the 
interior. 

The  wind  continued  on  the  decrease  until  an 
hour  before  sunset,  when  our  ship  was  sur- 
rounded by  numerous  fish,  the  fin  on  the 
back  of  the  shark  appearing  here  and  there 
above  water,  although  the  ugly  body  of  the 
monster,  being  of  the  same  colour  as  the  sea, 
could  not  so  easily  be  distingu^hed.  Some 
of  the  crew  were  endeavoiuing  to  strike  a  dol- 
phin or  an  albicore  with  the  harpoon,  whilst 
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Others,  leas  expert,  had  stuck  two  feathers  into 
a  piece  of  wax  candle,  through  which  a  hook 
had  been  passed,  and  attached  to  a  line,  which 
was  made  fiist-*-or  stopped,  as  the  saik>rB  call  it — 
with  a  rope  yam,  to  the  end  of  the  jib  boom,  so 
as,  when  the  ship  was  uplifted  by  the  slight  un- 
dulation of  the  sea,  the  candle  was  for  a  time 
out  of  the  water>  then,  as  she  descended,  the 
candle  was  again  immersed.  This  precious 
contrivance  was  intended  to  represent  the  flying 
fish,  and  although  but  clumsy  in  its  execution, 
it  had  the  proper  effect  on  the  dolphins,  several 
of  which  were  taken.  It  is  an  easier  and  more 
certain  method  than  the  use  of  the  harpoon,  as 
it  requires  a  practised  hand  and  a  steady  eye 
to  strike  vitally  the  fastest  but  one  of  the  finny 
tribe. 

A  large  shark  having  approached  somewhat 
near  the  stem  of  the  ship,  the  deep  sea  lead 
line  was  brought  aft,  and  a  regular  shark  hook 
fastened  to  it  This  hook  was  about  a  foot  or 
fifteen  inches  in  length,  and  firom  the  barb  to 


44  THE   SAUCY  JACK. 

the  opposite  stem  it  might  be  about  five  or  six 
inches  across, — a  strong  chain  being  attached  to 
the  hook,  about  two  feet  in  length,  to  prevent 
the  fish,  when  taking  the  bait,  firom  biting  the 
line  in  two.  On  this  hook  was  placed  a  piece 
of  salted  pork,  weighing  fix>m  three  to  four 
pounds,  which  was  lowered  overboard,  and  suf- 
fered to  drift  fix>m  the  ship,  great  care  having 
beei^  taken  to  coil  the  line  so  as  to  be  firee  for 
running  when  the  fish  should  seize  the  bait. 
A  very  few  minutes  had  elapsed  before  that 
beautiful  and  devoted  little  creature,  the  pilot 
fish,  approached  the  pork,  swam  round  and  round 
it  several  times,  appeared  both  above  and  below 
it,  seeming  to  examine  it  with  great  attention ; 
then  darting  ofi^,  rejoined  his  mighty  com- 
panion, who  had  remained  stationary  about  one 
hundred  yards  astern.  No  sooner  did  the  pilot 
fish  rejoin  the  shark,  than  the  monster  rapidly 
advanced^  and  turning  partly  on  his  back, 
struck  at,  and  received,  the  bait  within  his  pon- 
derous jaws,  making  ofi^,  with  the  most  astonish- 
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ing  rapidity^  to  a  considerable  distance,  then 
stopping  and  resting  quietly  on  the  sui&ce  of 
the  water.  This  was  the  moment  to  secure 
him :  first  gathering  in  the  slack  line,  the  shark 
was  hooked  by  a  violent  jerk.  The  di£5cult 
part  was  now  to  play, — to  weaken  so  powerfiil 
an  antagonist,  and  bring  him  safe  on  board. 
This  was  managed  by  three  or  four  men  gra- 
duaUy  drawing  on  the  line,  and  bringmg  the 
fish,  by  degrees,  nearer  to  the  ship,  but  not 
easily  efiected,  as  their  strength  was  no  match 
for  that  of  the  monster  when  it  was  exerted; 
and  several  times  they  were  under  the  necessity 
of  slacking  the  line,  firom  fear  the  shark  should 
snap  it.  At  length,  with  great  caution,  the  fish 
was  brought  so  near  as  to  enable  one  of  the 
officers  to  fire  his  rifle  with  efiect ;  the  ball  per- 
forated the  back  of  the  neck  of  the  shark ;  the 
line  was  immediately  let  go,  and  it  was  quite 
necessary  to  do  so,  as  the  monster  darted  away 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  striking  the 
water  with  his  enormous  tail,  until  it  foamed. 
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This  manoeuvTe  was  repeated ;  the  fish  becom- 
ing weak,  offered  less  resistance.  Three  men 
being  now  ready  with  muskets,  fired  together; 
the  balls  lodged  in  the  head.  The  shark  was 
for  a  short  time  stunned,  and  remained  motion- 
less on  the  water.  No  time  was  lost  in  passing  a 
running-bowline  knot  over  the  standing  part  of 
the  line,  which  was  slipped  over,  and  drawn 
firmly  round,  the  shark's  head ;  this  enabled  the 
crew  to  drag  their  prey  iSx)m  the  water  by  main 
force.  The  fidthful  pilot  fish  had  never  de- 
serted his  companion,  but  kept  swimming  about 
him,  exhibiting  the  greatest  uneasiness  through- 
out the  struggle,  and  appeared  to  be  endea- 
vouring to  join  him,  even  in  this  extremity ;  but 
when  the  huge  form  was  hauled  over  the  stem 
of  the  ship,  then,  and.  not  until  then,  did  the 
beautiful  little  &ithful  fish  abandon  his  gigantic 
friend,  and  seek  safety  in  the  deep. 

Some  of  our  people  thought  the  shark  was 
dead,  but  they  had  speedy  proof  to  the  contrary 
while   undergoing    their  examination,  for    he 
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Struck  right  and  left  with  his  tail  indiscrimi- 
nately, soon  made  a  clear  deck,  and  had  it  all 
to  himself,  mitil  the  carpenter's  mate  dealt  him 
such  a  severe  blow  with  an  axe  upon  the  joint, 
that  he  was  rendered  powerless;  a  fewlblows 
on  the  head  from  the  same  instrument  dis- 
patched him.  Although  sailors,  in  general, 
are  not  skilful  anatomists,  they  commenced 
speedily  to  open  their  voracious  captive,  and 
took  from  the  stomach  part  of  the  head  of  a 
horse,  a  sheep  skin,  and  a  quantity  of  flannel. 
Where  such  a  meal  had  been  procured  it  was 
difficult  to  suppose,  but  I  am  certain  we  were 
glad  to  heave  all  overboard,  and  the  remains  of 
the  shark  after  it,  for  of  all  the  "  compound  of 
villanous  smells"  ever  inhaled  I  think  that  was 
the  worst  The  extreme  length  of  this  spectre 
of  the  deep  was  fourteen  feet,  as  measured 
after  death. 

There  being  a  fine  breeze  next  morning,  and 
nothing  in  sight  to  attract  attention,  all  sail  was 
made   on  the   ship,  and  a  course  shaped  for 
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Porto  Bello,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  Cap^ 
tain  to  look  into  that  celebrated  harbour>  and 
reconnoitre.  In  days  of  yore  it  was  the  recep- 
tacle of  all  the  specie  and  valuable  merchandise 
brought  from  Panama,  where  it  had  been 
landed  from  Peru,  to  be  shipped  for  Europe. 
Ships  of  large  tonnage,  at  that  time  called 
"  galleons/'  used  this  harbour  as  a  rendezvous, 
on  account  of  its  strong  fortifications  and  com- 
plete safety  from  all  stormy  weather.  Its  situa- 
tion on  the  isthmus  between  the  Pacific  and 
the  Gulf  of  Darien,  the  goodness  of  its  harbour, 
and  the  small  distance  from  Panama,  gave  it 
the  preference  over  all  other  places  for  the 
resort  of  the  joint  commerce  of  Spain  and  Peru 
at  its  fair. 

The  inclemency  of  the  climate  is  well 
known ;  the  heat  is  excessive,  and  it  is  height- 
ened by  the  situation  of  the  town,  unfortunately 
for  its  salubrity  surrounded  by  high  moun- 
tains, which  prevent  the  free  circulation  of  the 
wholesome  breezes  to  cool  and  render  it  more 
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healthy.     The  immense  number  of  trees  with 
which  the  land,  both  high  and  low,  all  round 
the  town,  is  mostly  covered  for  miles,  totally 
intercept  the  sun's  rays;  therefore  the  ground 
is  never  dry;  this  causes  copious  exhalations, 
which  form  dark  and  heavy  clouds ;  they  vent 
themselves  in  torrents  of  rain.   These  do  not  last 
long,  and  then  the  sun  shines  out  with  all  his 
splendouxLi  but  before  the  heat  of  his  rays  can 
dry  even  that  part  of  the  ground  not  covered 
with  trees,  the  atmosphere  is  again  obscured  by 
another  collection  of  thick  vapours,  the  sun  is 
again  hid  fix)m  sight,  and  the  rain  pours  down 
as  violently  as  before :   thus  the  unwholesome 
heat  continues  day    and  night,  without   any 
diminution.       Had    we    no    other   authentic 
cated  account  of  the  deadly  effect  of  this  grave 
of  Europeans,  the  simple  and  affecting  ballad 
entitled  <'  Admiral  Hosier's  Ghost,"  would  have 
transmitted  it  to  posterity. 

Although    at    the    time    we    were    in    the 
coimtry  the  harbour  had  lost  the  greater  part 

VOL.    I.  D 
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of  its  celebrity  for  traffic,  and  the  fortifications, 
once  considered  impregnable,  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  Admiral  Vernon,  Captain  Herbert 
still  thought  there  might  be  a  stray  ship  of 
Spain  waiting  for  an  opportmiity  to  make  her 
way  home  with  a  valuable  cargo  worth  laying 
violent  hands  upon. 

I  had  occasion  to  observe  our  Captain  to.be  a 
man  who  never  did  things  by  halves;  a  resolu- 
tion once  formed  was  immediately  adopted  aod 
brought  into  action.  It  was  his  cust(»n  tx>.run 
the  ship  on  fearlessly,  in  the  darkest  nights^ 
until  he  could  make  the  land,  eveary  light  being 
extinguished  on  board,  and  every  other  precau-* 
tion  used  to  prevent  being  seen  by  the  parties 
he  intended  to  surprise.  In  this  instance^  and 
for  this  purpose,  the  Saucy  Jack  was  brought  to 
an  anchor,  with  a  short  range  of  cable,  close  to 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour  of  Porto  Bello,  near 
to  ^^  Drake's"  Island,  a  name  well  known  to 
the  EngUsh. 

We  had  a  boat  on  board  of  a  peculiar,  con- 
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struction ;  she  had  been  built  at  Deal  at  the 
time  when  every  carpenter  and  boat-builder 
was  trying  his  skill  to  make  6ne  which  would 
row  &ster  than  another.  These  boats  were  ori* 
ginally  intended  to  be  used  for  that  justly- 
scorned  and  imbecile  expedition  entitled  the 
^^  Catamaran."  The  result  of  that  afiair  might 
have  been  better  known  but  that  the  accounts 
of  it  were  properly  suppressed  fix>m  very  shame; 
it,  however,  was  the  cause  of  this  class  of  boats 
being  built,  and  they  went  under  the  significant 
appellation  of  ^^  deaths,"  owing  to  their  unsafe 
appearance,  being  so  very  long  and  possess- 
ing so  little  beam.  Continual  practice  in  them, 
and  proper  attention  to  their  trim,  soon  pro- 
cured them  a  better  title,  and  the  appalling 
name  of  ^^  death"  gave  place  to  the  more  gentle 
one  of  "  gig,"  which  seems  to  imply,  a  pri- 
vate accommodation  for  the  officers;  and, 
indeed,  they  were  afterwards  generally  used 
as  such  in  all  English  men  of  war,  though, 
for  convenience,  built  on  a  larger  and  safer 
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scale^  thus  superseding  the  old^&shioned^  lum- 
bering barge^  which  is  now  only  used  on  state 
occasions.  In  all  foreign  navies  the  barge  still 
continues  to  bear  its  inmates  with  the  usual 
pomp. 

In  one  of  these  "  deaths,"  or  "  gigs,"  Captain 
Herbert  left  the  ship,  with  four  of  the  best  sea- 
men, well  armed,  and,  pulling  round  the  point 
close  to  the  shore,  disappeared  on  his  recon- 
noitring expedition  up  the  harbour. 

Although  we  thought,  and  had  every  occa- 
sion to  believe,  we  had  anchored  unobserved, 
the  boat  had  not  left  the  ship  above  half  an 
hour  when  the  people  on  deck  were  startled  by 
a  cry  issuing  from  the  water  close  alongside ;  it 
was  evidently  that  of  a  human  being  in  distress. 
Some  ropes  were  immediately  thrown  over,  and 
to  our  astonishment,  a  young  black  fellow  was 
fished  up,  quite  naked,  who  had  swam  from 
the  shore.  Although  evidently  exhausted  by 
fatigue,  the  poor  wretch  fell  on  his  knees  on 
the  deck,  and  endeavoured,  in  a  mixture  of  Ian- 
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guages,  as  he  knew  not  the  nation  to  which  the 
ship  belonged,  to  solicit  our  pity  and  protec- 
tion. The  officers  were  consulting  on  his  case, 
without  having  arrived  at  any  conclusion,  when 
they  were  called  to  more  immediate  duty  by 
the  sound  of  a  sharp  firing  of  musketry,  which 
was  followed  by  the  roar  of  several  heavy  guns, 
the  echo  of  which  caused  a  dreadfiil  noise,  it 
being  prolonged  by  the  repercussion  fix)m  the 
caverns  in  the  mountains,  and  augmented  by 
the  bowlings,  shrieks,  and  screaming  of  a  mul- 
titude of  monkeys  and  parrots.  Poor  blackey 
was  left  to  take  care  of  himself,  or  rather,  he 
seemed  to  place  himself  intuitively  under  the 
protection  of  one  of  the  seamen ;  the  men  Svere 
placed  at  the  capstan  bars,  and  commenced 
heaving  short,  ready  to  weigh  the  anchor  at  a 
moment's  notice ;  the  yard  tackles  were  over- 
hauled down,  in  readiness  to  hoist  the  gig  in 
immediately  on  her  return,  while  Sawood,  the 
carpenter's  mate,  stood  by  with  his  axe  ready  to 
cut   the   pable,   should   so  much  precipitation 
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become  requisite.  In  this  state  of  anxiety  we 
remained  about  ten  minutes,  when  we  observed 
the  boat  approaching  the  ship,  but  fix>m  a  dif- 
ferent direction  fix>m  that  which  she  had  en- 
tered  the  harbour.  Captain  Herbert  soon 
jumped  up  the  side,  and  gave  orders  to  hoist 
the  boat  in,  and  get  under  sail  immediately. 
This  was  no  sooner  said  than  done.  The  wind 
had  fitllen  until  it  was  nearly  calm,  and  the 
Saucy  Jack  had  scarcely  felt  the  pressure  of  her 
canvas  when  several  gun-boats  were  observed 
pulling  round  the  point  by  which  the  gig  had 
entered  the  harbour.  Our  crew  were  now 
piped  to  quarters.  A  shot  was  fired  at  the  pri- 
vateer ;  it  flew  between  her  masts  with  a  whiz- 
Eing  noise,  but  too  high  to  do  any  particular 
damage ;  a  second,  better  aimed,  went  through 
the  foresail;  our  sweeps  were  immediately 
rigged  out  and  swifted  together  at  the  extreme 
ends  by  a  piece  of  two-inch  rope,  to  prevent  the 
gun-boats  fix>m  getting  alongside  and  boarding 
us.      The    wind    continuing    very   light,    the 
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enemy  approached,  as  the  ship  had  scarcely 
steerage  way  through  the  water ;  yet  the  current, 
which  ran  rapidly,  carried  her  fast  out  to  sea. 

^^  I  can  bring  the  gun  to  bear  now.  Sir,"  said 
Mr.  Grafton,  who  was  handling  one  of  the  long 
twelve  poondersy  which  he  had  pointed  through 
the  stem-chase  port 

'^  Keep  all  &st,  and  wait  for  orders,''  an- 
swered the  Captain,  abruptly ;  then  turning  to 
the  chief  mate,  he  said,  "  Winstanley,  keep  the 
ship  directly  befoie  the  wind." 

^^  Ay,  ay.  Sir.  But  riudl  we  not  round  to 
and  give  the  fellows  a  broadside?"  inquired 
Winstanley ;  *'  theie  are  but  eight  of  them !" 

"  To  what  purpose  ?"  replied  the  Captain. 
"  No;  rather  set  all  our  lofty  sails,  and  get  a 
good  ofBng ;  let  them  follow  us,  if  they  dare. 
To  engage  those  boats  now,  in  our  situation, 
with  scarcely  steerage-way  on  die  ship,  would 
probably  cost  the  lives  of  many  valuable  men, 
without  any  possible  advantage  to  ourselves; 
besides  which,  there  are  two  fngates  in  the  har- 
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bour.  They  will^  no  doubt,  be  after  us,  now 
they  have  heard  the  firing  at  sea, — ^that  is,  if 
they  can  get  ready.  I  know  those  two  ships 
of  old ;  they  are  called,  the  ^  Viva,'  and  the 
^  Prompto,'  but  they  belie  their  names  con* 
foundly,  as  the  former  was  always  asleep,  and 
the  latter  never  was  ready," 

It  seemed  as  if  such  were  the  case  now,  as 
they  did  not  make  their  appearance.  The  gun- 
boats, however,  followed  the  Saucy  Jack  imtil 
she  got  the  breeze,  when  perceiving,  in  their 
turn,  the  disadvantage,  jthey  hauled  their  wind 
into  port,  without  having  done  any  mischief,  or 
receiving  a  single  return  for  the  harmless  com- 
pliments with  which  they  had  saluted  the  pri- 
vateer. 

As  soon  as  the  guns  were  secured,  sail  short- 
ened, and  all  made  quiet  for  the  night.  Captain 
Herbert  told  us  that  he  had  pulled  up  the  har- 
bour about  two  miles,  until  he  had  arrived 
nearly  facing  the  town^  when  he  observed 
several  vessels  at  anchor,  and  towards  the  en« 
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trance  of  die  harbour^  on  the  opposite  8ide5 
about  a  dozen  gun-boats,  moored  close  to  the 
i^ore.  These  he  had  left  behind  him,  and  had 
actually  rowed  by  the  two  Spanish  fiigates  unob- 
served, counting  as  he  passed  the  number  of  guns 
<m  their  separate  broadsides.  Fancying  he  per- 
ceived a  merchant  vessel  about  half  a  mile  higher 
up,  he  determined,  as  the  wind  was  &k  for  sail- 
ing out,  to  attempt  her  seizure ;  he  had  been 
unfortunately  discovered  in  the  very  act  by  a 
fishiBg4)oat,  the  men  in  which  immediately 
rowed  to  the  nearest  fiigate  and  gave  the  alarm. 
Then  came  the  noise  of  firing  we  had  heard 
on  board  the  privateer ;  the  gun-boats  slipped 
their  moorings,  and  placed  themselves  in  a  line 
across  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  as  near  to 
each  other  as  their  number  would  allow,  so  as 
to  cover  the  whole  space  fiom  Bonaventura  to 
Drake's  Island.  Captain  Herbert  observed  this 
important  arrangement,  which  was  intended  to 
intercept  his  retreat,  without  any  alarm,  and 
rowing  quite  close  to  the  opposite  shore,  his 
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boat  drawing  very  little  water,  he  was  enabled 
to  pass  through  the  inner  narrow  channel  which 
formed  Drake's  Island,  and  thus,  although  ex- 
posed to  a  heavy  fire,  he  returned  in  safety  to 
the  ship. 

This  adventure  had  by  no  means  destroyed 
our  commander's  appetite  for  his  supper,  as 
he  ate  in  high  glee,  lau^ng  at  the  dilatory 
movements  of  the  firigates,  when  Mr.  Grafton 
informed  him  of  the  addition  to  our  number  on 
board  since  he  had  been  absent  The  Captain 
expressed  a  desire  to  see  the  intruder,  who  was 
accordingly  ordered  to  be  introduced.  The 
black  was  shevni  into  the  cabin ;  he  had  received 
some  re&eshment,  and  a  frock  and  trowsers, 
fi-om  one  of  the  seamen,  who  had  promised  him 
protection,  but  he  felt  <;onsiderably  agitated  and 
frightened  when  he  found  himself  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Captain  and  officers,  who,  however, 
behaved  ds  kindly  as  possible  to  him,  and  bid 
him  relate  what  brought  him  from  the  shore  in 
so  extraordinary  a  manner.     It  was  with  some 
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surprise  that  we  heard  him  answer  in  tolerable 
English;  but  as  most  of  the  uninitiated  may 
not  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  large  mix- 
ture of  West-Indian  patois  with  which  his  dia- 
logue was  seasoned,  it  shall  be  rendered  into 
plain  language  for  general  convenience.     The 

black  began  his  story  thus ^but  we  had  better 

give  him  elbow  room  to  relate  it  in  a  new 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

"  It  will  have  blood ;  they  say,  blood  will  have  blood  !" 

SUAKSPBARE. 

"  On  the  estate  of  Monsieur  Pichaud,  on  the 
Island  of  St  Domingo^  I  have  my  first  recol- 
lection. I  was  a  slave^  without  a  fiiend  or 
protector.  Who  my  parents  were  I  never 
knew^  and  most  likely  never  shall  know;  that 
is  now  a  secondary  interest  with  me,  since  to 
find  them  would  most  likely  be  to  see  them  in 
slavery — a  state  most  abhorrent  to  my  soul.  I 
do  not  think  I  was  brought  firom  Afiica,  as 
nothing  has  ever  crossed  my  mind  which  could 
give  me  an  early  idea  of  a  voyage  by  sea ;  and 
the  cruelties  inflicted  on  the  slaves  during  these 
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voyages^  are,  as  I  have  heard,  not  likely  to  be 
forgotten. 

"  Monsieur  Pichaud  was  kind  when  on  his 
estate,  and  took  care  that  his  slaves  experienced 
good  treatment,  although  he  spared  them  not 
as  to  the  quantity  of  the  work  to  be  got 
through  in  the  cane-patches,  in  the  mills,  or  in  the 
culture  of  his  grounds,  because  he  was  fond  of 
amassing  money.  But  it  was  veiy  different  when 
he  was  absent  from  home ;  then  we  had  not 
only  more  work  to  perform,  but  severe  chastise- 
ment, and  often  without  in  the  least  de- 
serving it." 

"  I  dare  say,"  interrupted  Captain  Herbert 
The  black  took  no  notice,  but  continued, — 
"Two  overseers,  one  French  and  the  other 
Dutch,  became  particularly  obnoxious  to  the 
slaves  from  their  harsh  and  cruel  behaviour; 
none  dared  to  complain  to  Monsieur  Pichaud  on 
his  return,  from  fear  of  the  consequences  when 
he  would  again  be  absent;  yet  curses,  *not 
loud,  but  deep,'  were  muttered  in  secret,  and 
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the  cruel  slave-dnvers  had  soon  caofie  to  feel 
the  vengeance  of  turbulent  spirits  which  had 
been  for  a  time  curbed  but  not  broken. 

^^  I  was  then  too  young  to  be  admitted  among 
the  elder  slaves  when  they  held  their  private 
conversations,  but  was  desired  to  retire  with  the 
women  and  those  children  of  my  own  ag^  who 
did  not  always  have  their  dinner  in  the  fields, 
which  is  the  custom  of  the  men  slaves  in  general; 
yet  I  could  not  help  observing  the  dark  and 
malignant  looks  of  tl^  men  while  in  consul- 
tation, little  thinking  that  I  should  soon  become 
a  participator,  not  only  in  their  guilt,  but  in 
the  misfortunes  and  privations  which  in  con- 
sequence of  it  fell  to  their  lot 

"Well  do  I  remember — ^it  was  in  the  month 
of  August — ^when  a  hurricane  raged  through* 
out  the  countiy,  tearing  up  trees,  destroying 
sugar  canes,  ravaging  and  devastating  pro- 
perty of  every  description,  and  even  unroofing 
and  levelling  the  outhouses,  when  about  mid- 
night I  felt  myself  pulled  by  the  arm,  and  was 
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desired  to  rise  from  my  paUet  immediately. 
I  obeyed ;  a  handkerchief  was  passed  over  my 
eyes,  and  I  was  carried  I  could  not  tell  where, 
but  with  much  swiftness,  in  the  arms  of  a  man. 
On  the  bandage  bemg  removed,  I  was  as- 
tonished  tofindmyselfin  company  with  two  of 
the  most  desperate  of  the  slaves,  known  by  the 
names  of  Pierre  and  Martin.  The  folmer  had 
been  severely  flogged  the  week  before,  and 
Martin  had  punishment  to  expect  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  through  neglect  of  his  hard  and 
cruel  duties.  It  is  not  for  me  to  endeavour  to 
palliate  the  dreadftd  sin  these  deluded  men  had 
determined  to  commit ;  but  surely  revenge  must 
be  sweet  to  those  who,  like  myself,  have  been 
tortured  and  ill-used  from  the  time  when  I  ought 
to  have  experienced,  and  indeed  needed,  a 
mother's  cares.  To  proceed: — ^the  man  who 
carried  me  now  took  the  bandage  from  my 
eyes,  and  broke  silence  thus :  *  Hark  ye,  young 
spawn  of  misery,  do  as  you  are  bid,  or  we  will 
tie  a  stone  round  your  neck  and  throw  you  into 
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yonder  lake.  Look  at  this  axe  —  attempt  lo 
deceive  us,  and  you  may  guess  the  conse* 
quences.  It  k  our  intention  to  break  into  the 
overseers'  rooms  to-night  and  regale  ourselves ; 
brandy  and  ram  are  in  plenty  there,  which  they 
do  not  want,  being  drunk  already;  so  come, 
youngster,  we  shall  mount  you  through  the 
upper  window,  and  mind,  as  you  value  your 
life,  you  undo  the  door-bolts  without  noise.' 
This  was  what  I  heard  him  say,  yet  but  indis- 
tinctly, as  the  wind  howled  fearfully,  and  the 
nun  poured  with  such  violence  as  is  only 
known  in  these  tropical  climates. 

^*  It  appeared  that  the  slaves  Pierre  and  Martin 
had  been  at  work  before,  as  the  casement  of  the 
upper  window  had  been  cut  through,  and  a 
hole  made  large  enough  to  admit  a  boy  of  my  size. 
Martin  brought  a  ladder,  and  Pierre  mounted 
with  me  in  his  arms,  when  thrusting  me 
through,  feet  foremost,  he  used  the  most  horrible 
threats,  even  to  murdering  me,  if  I  failed  in  the 
task  he  had  appointed  me.     I  trod  softly,  and 
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between  the  heavy  squalls  of  wind  plainly  heard 
the  deep  breathing  of  inebriated  sleep  as  I 
passed  the  doors  of  the  overseers.  So  fearfiil 
was  I^  that  I  scarcely  drew  breathy .  being  in 
double  danger,  both  from  within  and  without, 
sbMiM  I  be  discovered.  I  made  my  way  to 
the  hall  door,  undid  the  bolts,  and  admitted 
the  villains:  not  onlyPierra  and  Martin,  but 
three  others,  who  took  their  station  at  the  foot 
of  the  staircase.  Little  did  I  then  know,  or 
even  fimcy,  the  horrible  intent  of  these  infii- 
riated  wretches,  or  I  would  have  endeavoured 
to  have  escaped,  assisted  by  the  darkness  of  the 
night ;  but  it  was  now  too  late ;  and  it  was  with 
hoiTor  I  observed  that  each  mkn  was  armed, 
not  only  with  an  axe,  but  with  a  long  knife, 
which  latter  they  drew  from  their  belts,  and 
forming  a  ring,  uttered  an  oath,  as  if  binding 
each  other  to  firmness  and  inviolable  secresy. 
I  was  now  desired  by  Pierre  to  follow  himself 
and  Martin  with  a  lantern  up  stairs,  leaving  the 
other  three  men  as  guards  in  the  hall  in  case  of 
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a  surprise.  It  happened  to  be  the  chamber-door  ox 
the  Dutckman  which  first  met  iheir  view.  They 
tried  to  open  it,  but  the  &8tening  resisted  their 
efforts ;  then  a  short  and  rapid  consultation  took 
{dace,  which  I  could  not  overhear,  as  the  ele* 
ments,  again  at  war,  overpowered  the  low  tone 
in  which  the  men  spoke;  but  presently  a  Idsk 
from  both  of  them,  accompanied  by  a  simul- 
taneous blow  from  the  two  axes,  threw  the  door 
off  its  hinges  back  into  the  room.  I  was  beck- 
oned to.  follow  with  the  Ught,  and  saw  the  mur- 
derous rascals  draw  their  long  knives  fu^oss  the 
throat  of  the  drunken  and  unresisting  Dutchman, 
who  exjnred  with  a  heavy  groan,  a  gurgling  noise 
issuing  from  the  gash  as  be  attempted  to  rise 
when  he  first  felt  the  incision  of  the  knifes 

The  French  overseer's  fiite  was  even  more 
barbarous :  he  was  the  superior,  and  many  of 
the  cruelties  inflicted  on  the  slaves  were  through 
his  orders  to  his  inferior  in  office.  Leaving  the 
corpse  of  the  Dutchman  extended  on  the  bed, 
they  quitted  the  room,  and  turning  durough  a 


THB  SAUCY  JACK.  67 

gallery  to  the  left,  came  to  the  chamber- 
door  of  the  French  overseer :  the  noise  of  break- 
ing'it  open  awoke  him,  and  as  they  rushed  m  he 
called  stoutly  to  know  who  was  there,  at  the 
same  time  firing  a  pistol,  which  shot  Martin 
timmgh  the  lefi;  arm.  This  did  but  increase 
the  fury  of  the  savages,  and  made  their  revenge 
more  barbarous  and  keen.  How  shall  I  pro- 
ceed I — ^the  recollection  of  this  night  has  ever 
been  vivid  in  my  memoiy,  and  the  horror  of  the 
scene  is  beyond  my  powers  of  description." 

^^  It  is  a  murdax>us  piece  of  business,  by 
Jovel"  said  Herbert;  "but  go  on  with  your 
story,  bkckee,  and  tell  it  as  well  as  you  can." 

"  They  tied  the  hands  of  their  victim  behind 
him,  regardless  of  his  entreaties  and  prayers  for 
mercy,  and  in  cold  blood  cut  ofi^  both  his  ears, 
and  held  them  up  in  mockery  to  his  view. 
The  cries  of  the  su£Perer  were  only  silenced  when 
Pierre  with  his  axe  cleft  his  skull  in  two.  This 
last  was  too  much  for  me  to  witness ;  I  dropped 
the  light,  and  ran  down  stairs  to  the  door  as  fast 
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as  I  could^  followed  by  the  murderers^   who 
cursed  me  for  my  weakness. 

^^  On  our  arrival  outside  the  house^  Martiii 
became  £sunt  from  loss  of  bloody  and  had  his 
arm  tied  up  by  Pierre  with  a  handkerchief. 
Although  the  noise  made  during  this  scene  of 
butchery  was  considerable^  not  one  of  the  slaves, 
who  slept  in  the  outhouses  dose  by,  interfered ; 
they  either  did  not  wake,  or  else  willingly  re- 
mained quiet,  therefore  the  country  was  dear 
for  escape,  and  as  it  was  about  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  four  hours'  darkness  might  be 
safely  calculated  on.  This  had  been  part  of 
the  plan  of  the  muid^ers,  who  had  foreseen 
they  might  reach  the  &stnesses  of  the  moun- 
tains before  pursuit  could  be  o^  any  avail;  but 
I  never  &ncied  they  would  compel  me  to 
bear  them  company,  until  the  deep,  rough  voice 
of  Pierre  (which  soimded  even  more  fierce  since 
he  had  committed  the  horrible  deed)  soon 
convinced  me  what  I  was  to  expect  ^  Young- 
ster, you  go  with  us,'  said  he ;  *  we  leave  no 
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ehatteiing  witness  behind  to  tell  tales,  and  set 
our  master  and  his  firiends^^-etemal  curses  on 
them ,  all — in    the    right    track    for    pursuit : 
though  stop  awhile.     Do  you,  Martin,  hold  fast 
this  paroquet,  while  I  once  more  mount  the 
stairs,   and  search  for  the  pistols  and  ammu- 
nition of  those  two  wretches  whom  we  have 
justly  sent,   somewhat    before    their  time,   to 
everlasting  torment :  we  may  find  our  account 
in  weapons  of  defence  in  time  of  need.     Here, 
you  have  stiU  an  arm  left  to  manage  this  boy ; 
so  lay  hold  of  him,  I  say,  and  keep  him  firm.' 
He  went  up  stairs,  and  in  about  five  minutes 
returned  with  a  sword,  a  brace  of  pistols,  a  bag 
containing    some   powder  and   ball,   and   the 
purses    of  his  victims.       Although  the  slave 
Martin  was  suffering  severely  fix>m  his  wound, 
and  no  doubt  much  enfeebled,  he  was  still  too 
powerfiil  for  me  to  efiect  my  escape  and  now 
Pierre  had  returned  such  a  project  was  for  the 
present  hopeless,  as  he  passed  a  cord  round  my 
body,  tied  it  tight  behind,  and  searched  me  very 
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carefully  to  ascertain  whether  I  had  a  knife  or 
anything  about  me  to  divide  it ;  at  the  same  time 
twisting  the  other  end  round  his  left  arm ;  and  in 
this  manner  we  commenced  our  journey  towards 
the  mountains,  as  fast  as  Martin's  weak  state 
enabled  us  to  proceed.  We  had  not  travelled 
above  three  miles  when  he  requested  a  halt, 
as  he  was  faint ;  but  Pierre,  who  was  a  very 
powerful  man,  would  not  consent ;  so  giving  him 
a  dram  of  rum  from  a  small  bottle  which  he  car* 
ried  in  his  pocket,  he  bid  him  be  of  good  cheer, 
saying,  at  the  same  time,  '  Lean  upon  me,  and 
courage,  man,  but  for  a  few  hours ;  and  we  shall 
be  free  from  danger.'  The  difficulty  of  travel- 
ling had  been  considerably  increased  by  the 
ravages  caused  by  the  hurricane,  which  was  now 
generally  subsiding ;  and  the  extreme  darkness 
of  the  night  was  succeeded  by  a  beautiftd 
morning,  the  sea  breeze  having  come  again  to 
us^  like  a  blessing,  from  the  east,  instead  of  the 
tremendous  west,  which,  in  August,  comes  but 
to  sweep  away  and  destroy  all  before  it     Day- 
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light  did  indeed  shew  the  magnitude  of  its 
power ;  cane^patches  lay  flat  on  the  ground,  as 
if  cut ;  trees  were  across  the  roads  within  a  few 
yardd  of  each  other;  huts  here  and  there  were 
levelled  with  the  earth ;  and  the  birds,  particu- 
larly the  peliom,  were  screamiog  as  they  flew 
from  the  marshes  and  other  low  places  where 
they  had  sought  shelter  from  the  violent  effects 
of  the  wind, 

"Although  to  me  appalling,  the  scene  ap- 
peared  femiliar  to  the  men;  and  instead  of 
feeling  awe-struck  at  the  wonderful  power  of 
Him  who  had  caused  the  devastation  before  us, 
they  laughed  aloud,  and  expressed  in  no  very 
gentle  terms  their  satis&ctibn  at  the  great  loss, 
and  in  some  instances  ruin,  which  must  ensue 
to  the  planters,  wishing  the  whole  property 
turned  to  dust  of  those  who  kept  slaves,  who 
had  an  equal  right  to  freedom  with  them- 
selve& 

"  It  was  now  high  morning ;  we  were  ascend- 
ing the  lofty  mountain,  and  as  Martin  still  com- 
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plained,  his  comrade  gathered  a  leaf  firom  the 
plantain,  and  undoing  the  bandage  fix>m  the 
arm,  applied  it  to  the  wound,  which  it  imme- 
diately relieved ;  then  tearing  that  part  of  the 
handkerchief  which  was  saturated  with  blood, 
he  threw  it  aside,  and  re*bound  Martin's  arm 
tightly  round  several  times,  both  above  and 
below  the  wounds  A  few  oranges  and  gri^s 
served  us  for  breakfast,  and  we  made  our  way 
up  the  difficult  pass  of  the  mountain  at  our  best 
speed,  I  being  stUl  £sustened  to  the  murderer 
Pierre,  who  pulled  me  roughly  forward  when- 
ever I  attempted  to  slacken  my  pace. 

We  had  so  far  avoided  the  beaten  track  as  to 
fancy  ourselves  quite  unobserved,  as  the  few 
persons  we  had  seen  were  busily  employed  in 
endeavouring  to  restore  their  dwellings,  which 
had  been  damaged  on  the  previous  night  by  the 
fury  of  the  wind ;  and  as  the  weakness  of  Martin 
was  evidently  increasing,  a  halt  for  an  hour  was 
determined  upon.  'I  did  not  calculate  on 
this  imfortunate  shot,  Martin,'  said  Pierre,  ^it 
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will  ttdly  delay  us,  even  to  the  danger  of  being 
overtaken^  for  Monsieur  Piehaud  will  lose  no 
time  in  coming  after  us^  should  he  happen  to 
return  to  his  estate  to-day ;  and  if  we  should 
again  meet !  —  why,  I  will  lodge  a  brace 
of  balls  in  his  contriving  head,  though  mine 
should  be  struck  from  the  shoulders  as  I 
drew  the  trigger.  The  valley  beyond  this 
mountain  will  place  us  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  noble  Toussaint;  there  we 
shall  be  free,  with  a  chief  of  our  own  colour, 
who  will  protect  and  thank  us  for  ridding  the 
world  of  a  couple  of  rascals  who  have  left  their 
own  country  to  seek  an  early  and  a  bloody  end 
in  a  foreign  land ;  so  now  let  us  seek  an  hour's 
rest  in  this  plantation,  and  then  we  must  re- 
sume our  journey.' 

**  They  struck  into  the  thicket  accordingly ; 
and  after  looking  round  cautiously  to  see  that 
all  was  safe,  they  stretched  themselves  on  the 
ground,  Pierre  drawing  me  close  to  him  with 
tde  cord,  and  placing  me  between  himself  and 
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his  wounded  comrade.  In  a  short  tune,  Martm 
was  asleep :  his  loss  of  blood  had  been  great, 
and  the  journey  fatiguing ;  besides  which,  the 
sun  had  been  for  a  few  hours  in  &11  splendour, 
so  that  it  was  intensely  hot  The  ruffian 
Pierre  could  scarcely  resist  the  same  incUnatiou 
— ^he  turned  several  times,  whistled,  and  at- 
tempted to  sing — took  several  draughts  from 
his  bottle;  yet  the  drowsiness  increased,  and 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  was  fast  asleep,t  as 
well  as  his  participator  in  crime.  I  laid  myself 
down  quietly,  also,  that  I  might  not  excite 
suspicion.  The  idea  had  struck  me  that  I  might 
escape,  and  I  was  employing  my  thoughts  as  to 
the  best  means,  (for  the  cord  still  bound  me,) 
when  my  eye  was  attracted  by  the  gleaming 
edge  of  the  axe  which  was  suspended  from  the 
waist-belt  of  Pierre ;  I  therefore  drew  as  close 
as  I  could  to  him  without  touching,  and  rubbed 
the  cord  upon  the  keenest  part,  which  set  me  at 
liberty.  No  time  was  to  be  lost :  perceiving 
they  still  slept,  I  stole  away,  regardless  of  the 
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consequences,  any  fate  being  preferable  to 
the  company  of  two  such  wretches,  who 
had  committed  so  heinous  a  sin  as  a  double 
murder. 

'^For  some  time  I  ran  on  as  fast  as  I  was  able, 
and  had  great  fidth  in  my  increasing  safety,  as 
the  wounded  man  had  not  strength  to  follow 
me,  and  I  felt  assured  that  Pierre,  villain  as  he 
was,  would  never  quit  his  comrade  whilst  he 
lived;  besides,  I  made  my  way  up'  to  the 
mountain  instep  of  returning,  as  I  &ncied  by 
endeavouring  to  get  back  I  should  place  my- 
self between  the  fiiry  of  the  murderers  and  that 
of  their  pursuers;  for  followed  they  certainly 
would  be ;  added  to  this,  an  innate  wish  for 
liberty  urged  me  forward,  whilst  the  certainty 
of  punishment  awaited  my  being  taken. 

**  Three  days  did  I  toil  before  I  entirely  got 
over  this  stupendous  mountain,  and  was  nearly 
dead  from  fatigue  when  the  city  met  my  view. 
I -pressed  forward  with  all  the  energy  I  was 
master  of,  but  could  not  reach  my  wished-for 
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haven^  as  I  fidnted  through  huDger  and  weari- 
ness by  the  road  side.     How  long  I  remained 
in  this    situation    I    know  not,   until  I  was 
aroused  by  a  smart  stroke  from  a  horsewhip. 
Starting  on  my  feet  I  beheld  a  man  standing 
over  me,  apparently  a  planter,  wearing  a  dress 
of  nankeen,  and  a  large  straw  hat     ^  Hallo  I 
boy,^  shouted  he,   ^what  do  you  here,  idhng 
away  your  time  ?  where  is  your  master  ?     You 
will  suffer  for  this  snoozing,  I  fancy,  when  you 
get  home.'     My  spirit  was  now  quite  broken: 
I  burst  into  tears,  and  confessed  I  had  come  a 
long  way  from  my  master,  who  had  used  me 
very  ill,  and  lived  on  the  other  side  of  yonder 
mountain.     ^  What  I  a  Mounseer,  too,  eh  7  ex- 
claimed my  captor,  *  it's  an  ill  wind  that  blows 
nobody  good,  so  come  along  with  me ;    I  shall 
sail  for  Martinique  in  my  schooner  to-morrow 
before  day ;   are  you  willing  to  work  your  pas- 
sage there  ?    I  want  a  lad  for  my  servant  on 
the  voyage,  and  as  the  old  song  says,- — *  You 
shall  daintily    be    fed,    tol    de   diddle   tol;" 
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and  I  mil  set  you  on  shore  when  we  arrive. 
What  say  you,  tea-pot?*  A  gleam  of  hope 
-again  crossed  my  bosom;  I  cheerfuUy  con. 
sented  to  accompany  my  good  friend,  as  I  then 
thought  hun,  who  lifted  me  on  his  horse,  pkcing 
me  before  him,  and  in  half-^n-hour  we  were 
at  his  lodgings,  by  the  water's  side.  At  night 
he  embarked,  taking  me  with  him,  and  in  a 
short  time  we  were  at  sea. 

^'  Unused  to  the  motion  of  the  vessel,  I  little 
knew  what  course  was  steered,  and  my  youth 
and  inexperience  prevented  me  frx)m  ascertain^ 
ing  it  was  not  that  for  Martinique.  In  three 
days  we  arrived  at  our  destination. 

*'  A  long  narrow  harbour,  and  a  town  partly 
m  ruins,  were  in  view,  towards  which  we  were 
fast  approaching,  when  I  asked  one  of  the  crew, 
with  some  timidity,  if  this  place  was  called  Marti- 
nique ?  *  No,  you  your^  fool ;  what  put  such  non- 
sense in  your  woolly  head?'  answered  the  seaman : 
'  Martinique  !  we  artf  not  within  two  hundred 
leagues  of  that  island ;  this  is  Porto  Bello,  and 
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the  place  we  are  bound  to.  Mardnique  I  hal  ha! 
what  should  we  do  there>  I  wonder?  it  would 
be  more  than  some  of  our  necks  were  worth 
mayhap  P 

'*It  now  flashed  across  my  mind  that  I  was  in 
the  power  of  a  new  master,  who  had  entrapped 
me  by  a  fidsehood,  and  intended  to  keep  me  as 
his  slave.  This  idea,  which  was  but  too  true, 
caused  me  to  shed  a  flood  of  tears,  and  abandon 
myself  entirely  to  grief  and  lamentation,  under 
which  feelings  I  was  met  by  the  Captain  of  the 
schooner,  who  laughing,  observed,  '  What !  my 
young  turkey  buzzard,  did  you  expect  to  fly 
while  yet  unfledged  ?  What  I  run  away  from 
one  master,  and  object  to  another;  how  very 
unreasonable  I  but  dry  your  tears,  you  shall 
have  no  cause  to  complain ;  for  although  you 
are  mine  by  right,  I  never  treat  my  people  with 
cruelty;  so  there,  jump  into  the  boat  along- 
side, and  see  how  well  I  will  use  you.'  He 
accompanied  these  words*  by  inflicting  a  severe 
blow  across  my  shoulders  with  the  end  of  a 
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rope,  so  that  I  was  glad  to  obey  to  prevent 
receiving  a  second  stripe  with  which  he  me- 
naced me.  I  went  on  shore,  and  was  taken  to 
his  house ;  and  I  must  add,  in  justice  to  this 
Englishman,  that  for  the  four  years  afterwards 
which  I  passed  in  his  service,  he  was  a  kind 
and  good  master,  not  only  to  me,  but  to  others 
who  were  his  slaves.  I  accompanied  him  on 
several  of  his  voyages  in  his  schooner,  but  he 
never  would  permit  me  to  do  so  when  bound 
for  St  Domingo ;  and  he  was  on  his  passage  to 
that  island  when  his  vessel  was  captured  by  a 
pirate,  and  he  was  cruelly  put  to  death.  As 
soon  as  this  intelligence  was  confirmed,  I  was 
sold  to  the  man  fi:om  whom  I  have  just  got 
away,  and  a  hard  and  dreadfiil  time  I  have  had 
with  him ;  but  I  never  meditated  escape  until 
the  following  occurrence  placed  my  life  at  once 
at  the  mercy  of  an  unprincipled  villain. 

**  Six  months  ago  my  master  brought  a  fresh 
slave  into  his  service,  who,  I  perceived,  eyed 
me  as  if  he  recognised  me.     I  cannot  express 
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the  horror  I  endured  when  I  knew  him  to  be 
Dominique^  one  of  the  slaves  who  guarded  the 
door  at  the  time  the  murder  of  the  overseers 
was  doing,  and  he  now  addressed  me  thus : 
*  Are  you  here,  my  little  traitor  ?  When  we  last 
met,  things  were  somewhat  different,  I  recollect ; 
you  betrayed  our  friends,  I  believe :  now  a 
word  from  me  would  cause  you  to  be  strung  up 
to  yonder  tree,  for  you  were  present,  as  I  can 
swear,  when  the  deed  was  done  T  I  had  much 
difficulty  in  convincing  this  fellow  as  to  the 
cause  of  my  being  in  this  country,  and  it  was 
from  him  I  heard  the  fate  of  the  two  murderers, 
Pierre  and  Martin,  whom  I  had  left  sleeping  on 
the  mountain,  as  before-mentioned." 
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CHAPTER  VL 


**  Black  hound !  whose  throat  never  boded  good  to  one 
of  our  race,  ill  fortune  to  her  who  littered  thee, — hast  thou 
already  found  our  trace  ?* 


ScOTT. 


Dominique  spoke  as  follows: — "It  was  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  on  which  the  overseers 
were  killed  that  our  late  master.  Monsieur 
Pichaud,  unexpectedly  arrived  on  his  estate, 
brought  thither  by  the  alarm  of  the  hurricane, 
I  believe,  and  attended  by  only  one  white 
servant  on  horseback.  He  fotmd  the  doors  of 
the  habitation  open,  and  in  much  astonishment 
proceeded  immediately  up  stairs.  You  may 
fancy  how  he  was  astounded  at  the  situation 
in  which  he  found  the  overseers'  rooms.     He 
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immediately  rang  the  alarm  bell  to  smmnon  the 
slaves,  mustered  them  over  by  the  list,  when 
Pierre,  Martin,  and  yourself,  were  the  only 
persons  absent  He  considered  for  a  moment 
or  two,  then  ran  into  the  house,  wrote  a  hasty 
note,  which  he  put  into  the  hands  of  his  white 
attendant,  at  the  same  time  whispering  to  him 
some  eager  message.     The  man  rode  off  at  full 

speed,  whilst  we  remained  in  fear  as  to  the 
result  of  the  examination;  but  all  were  firm 
and  true,  no  one  giving  the  slightest  inform- 
ation, only  answering  the  questions  of  Monsieur 
Pichaud  with  looks  of  amazement  and  horror, 

'^  In  about  an  hour  the  servant  returned, 
bringing  with  him  two  of  thofi^  fierce  blood- 
hounds which  have  been  so  successfilUy  em- 
ployed to  hunt  our  people :  these  were  speedily 
followed  by  three  gentlemen  on  horseback,  well 
armed,  who  were  fiiends  of  Monsieur  Pichaud. 
One  of  the  hounds,  on  being  brought  to  the 
door,  gave  signs  of  the  scent  of  blood  upon  the 
ground,  and  being  encouraged  by  his  master, 
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commenced  his  way  on  the  road  the  runaways 
had  taken;  the  other  dog  ahnost  immediately 
took  up  the  scent  and  followed,  growling 
angrily.  Monsieur  Pichaud  ordered  four  of  his 
slaves  to  attend  him^  and  I  was  among  the 
number.  How  I  wished^  as  those  dreadful 
beasts  made  their  way  so  truly  on  their  course, 
to  have  struck  them  dead  with  my  axe^  but  I 
was  only  one  against  many  men,  therefore  was 
compelled  to  follow,  and  leave  the  rest  to 
fortune.  Several  hours  were  passed  in  pursuit, 
the  ban  dogs  going  towards  the  mountain, 
sometimes  at  a  swift  pace,  and  sometimes 
genUy,  the  fierce  savage  growl  issuing  firom 
their  dark  throats  as  the  scent  lay  strongest^ 
when  suddenly  there  was  a  stop.  Monsieur 
Pichaud,  drawing  forth  his  pistols  fi'om  their 
holsters,  called  out — *  Now,  my  Mends,  now, 
gentlemen,  depend  upon  it  the  rascals  are 
near ;  stand  by  me  now,  I  beg  of  you.*  *  Be 
quiet,'  said  the  owner  of  the  blood-hounds, 
and  watch  the  dogs:  'the  murderers  are  not 
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here^  I  &ncj,  or  they  have  made  bad  use  of 
their  time ;  however^  let  us  be  prepared :  mark 
the  red  dog,  I  say;  see!  seel'  At  this  moment 
a  howl  firom  the  red  dog,  aod  a  violent  barking 
from  the  other^  gave  token  that  some  new  event 
was  to  happen.  The  owner  of  the  animals 
jumped  from  his  horse,  and  after  some  exertion 
of  strength,  and  a  plendfiil  application  of  the 
whip,  took  a  cloth  from  the  dog's  mouth,  and 
brought  it  to  Monsieur  Pichaud  for  inspection. 
^Hal'  exclaimed  our  master,  ^we  are  on  the 
right  scent  here  indeed;  this  handkerchief 
belonged  to  the  villain  Pierre,  and  it  is  covered 

with  blood      The  rascal  must  be  wounded  too. 

» 

Pray,  my  good  friends,  let  us  lose  no  time; 
forward  if  you  please,  and  let  these  faithfrd 
d(^  be  still  our  pilots.' 

^^  My  heart  failed  me  when  I  saw  the  blood- 
hounds take  up  the  scent  afresh,  and  move 
forward  at  a  rapid  rate,  still  towards  the  moun- 
tain. I  was  in  hope  that  one  or  two  of  the 
friends  of  Monsieur  Pichaud  might  take  an- 
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Other  road,  and  I  felt  assured,  should  such  be 
the  case,  the  three  staves  who,  besides  myself 
were  of  the  party  would  hesitate  to  capture 
Pierre  or  Martin,  should  they  be  found,  parti- 
cularly if  I  should  &your  their  cause,  which  I 
had  made  up  my  mind  to  do ;  yet  I  dared  not 
speak  aa  the  subject  to  my  comrades  for  fear  of 
exciting  suspicion. 

"  The  journey  was  continued  rapidly  until 
five  in  the  afternoon,  fatiguing,  indeed,  to  us 
who  followed  on  foot;  the  honses  were  like- 
wise suffering  from  the  heat  of  the  day,  and 
the  difficulty  of  the  ascent  of  this  cloud-capped 
mountain.  The  gentlemen  perceived  the 
necessity  of  giving  rest  to  their  beasts  and  to 
us  their  slaves,  when  a  violent  barking  from 
the  foremost  dog  again  attracted  attention ;  it 
was  followed  by  the  immediate  report  of  a 
pistol,  and  the  animal  was  stretched  lifeless  on 
the  ground :  our  comrade  Pierre's  never-&iling 
hand  was  there  beyond  a  doubt.  The  remain- 
ing dog  was  some  time  before  he   could  be 
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recovered  from  his  fright;  but,  cheered  on  by 
his  master,  who  followed  with  caution,  he  was 
again  advancing — ^when,  stopping  suddenly,  he 
uttered  a  most  savage  growl ;  the  gentlemen 
immediately  dismounted,  and  rushing  into  the 
thicket,  found  the  body  of  a  man.  On  inspec- 
tion it  was  ascertained  to  be  that  of  Martin ; 
he  was  still  warm,  and  could  not  have  been 
dead  many  minutes. 

"  *  This  accounts  for  our  successful  pursuit  so 
&r,'  exclaimed  Monsieur  Pichaud,  taking  the 
bandage  from  the  wounded  arm  of  the  corpse ; 
*  but  what  can  have  caused  his  death  ?  Flesh 
wounds,  indeed,  like  these,  disable,  but  they  do 
not  kilL  Open  his  frock ;  let  us  examine  fur- 
ther.' On  this  being  done,  the  mark  of  a 
recent  wound  was  discovered,  which  had  been 
inflicted  with  a  knife,  and  had  reached  the 
heart  *  Desperate  scoundrels !'  continued 
Monsieur  Pichaud;  ^ where  will  their  guilt 
end?  Let  us  proceed:  the  other  villain  has 
slain  his   companion   to   prevent    his  capture 
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alive ;  he*  must  there£3re  be  near  at  hand,  for 
neither  the  instrument  with  which  this  wound' 
had  been  inflicted  nor  the  weapon  with  which 
the  dog  has  been  shot  are  to  be  found.  On, 
then,  my  friends,  for  the  love  of  Heaven,  to 
secure  the  villain  Pierre  and  the  boy.' 

^^  The  party  were  again  in  motion,  following 
the  dog ;  but  the  progress  was  slow,  as  the  scent 
was  not  so  easily  found  and  kept  up ;  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  they  ooukl  get  the  hound 
from  the  slain  man,  so  much  does  their  savage 
nature  delight  to  revel  in  human  blood. 

"The  pursuit  waia  therefore  not  continued 
long  after  daric,  and  the  party  assembled  round 
a  fire  kindled  under  shelter  of  the  mountain 
peak,  and  partook  of  some  refreshments  which 
had  been  provided  by  the  care  of  our  master's 
friends.  We,  the  slaves,  were  separated  several 
yards  from  the  gentlemen ;  and  the  time  was  por- 
tioned out  in  watches  to  last  until  dawn  of  day. 
About  midnight,  when  my  companions  were 
asleep,  and  our  master  was  holding  a  scarcely 
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audible  conversation  with  one  of  hisl&iends,  I 
felt  a  slight  pull  at  the  sleeve  of  my  frock.  On 
looking  rounds  I  beheld  the  figure  of  a  man  on 
the  ground ;  by  a  aignal  from  him  I  immediately 
recognised  the  object  of  the  search — ^it  was 
Pierre,  weary  and  worn  out  with  fatigue  from  ' 
the  vast  endeavours  he  had  made  to  escape.  I 
made  a  noise  affecting  to  sing,  whilst  he,  in  a 
whisper,  told  me  he  had  had  the  misfortune  to 
sprain  his  ankle,  and  could  proceed  no  further  : 
seeing  the  fire,  he  had  crawled  thither  to  en- 
deavour to  obtain  some  refreshment,  as  he  was 
dying  from  thirst.   I  gave  the  exhausted  wretch 

m 

my  canteen,  which  he  most  greedily  emptied, 
and  then  asked  if  the  dog  was  dead, — *  Or  shall 
I,'  said  he,  *be  traced  even  if  I  hide  myself 
from  mortal  eye?'  ^The  dog  is  dead,'  was 
my  reply.  ^  thanks  for  that,'  fiercely  answered 
Pierre ;  *  I  thought  my  hand  too  true  to,  fire  in 
vain ; — ^I  may  still  hope  to  be  free  I'  It  was  with 
a  suppressed  groan  he  heard  me  say,  that  an- 
other dog  was  with  his  persecuting  hunters,  not 
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SO  savage,  but  equally  keen-scented  and  true 
as  the  one  he  had  killed.  ^  Then  there  is  no 
hope  for  me,'  continued  he.  '  Curses  on  this 
accident,  which  has  deprived  me  of  my  strength 
and  made  a  child  of  me, — ^I  would  else  sell  my 
life  dearly,  and  shew  those  men  who  call  them- 
selves our  masters  that  if  they  provoke  their 
slaves  to  desperation  it  is  not  always  to  be  done 
with  impunity.  Then  imposing  sUence  by 
placing  his  finger  on  his  lips,  he  pressed  me  by 
the  hand,  and  crawled  away  as  quietly  as  he 
approached. 

^'  I  could  not  hope  for  his  ultimate  escape, 
crippled  as  he  was  by  a  sprained  ankle ;  but  I 
looked  forward  with  much  interest  and  some 
alarm  to  the  time  of  his  being  found,  feeling 
assured,  fi'om  his  resolute  and  determined  dis- 
position, loss  of  life  would  ensue  ere  he  was 
captured,  be  it  when  or  where  it  might 

"  At  dawn  our  party  were  again  in  pursuit ; 
the  too  sure  blood-hound  was  led  round  and 
round  for  several  minutes,  when,  uttering  his 
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usual  growl,  he  took  up  the  scent  ou  the  very 
spot  which  I  had  occupied  the  preceding  night, 
and  advanced  in  the  same  track  in  which  Pierre 
had  crawled  away.  Monsieur  Pichaud  darted  a 
look  at  me  which  evinced  a  strong  susjMcion  of 
my  fidelity.  There  was  now  no  doubt  that 
Pierre  would  be  taken,  as  he  could  not  be  fiur 
away.  Our  master  and  his  fiiends  mounted 
their  horses,  and  I  followed  my  companions 
with  a  heavy  heart,  to  be  an  unwilling  spectator 
of  the  death  or  capture  of  my  fiiend. 

"  From  the  very  great  caution  taken  by  the 
pursuers,  and  die  eager  looks  which  they  cast 
upon  the  dog,  whilst  they  had  their  pistols 
ready  for  immediate  action,  they  were  aware 
no  child's  play  was  to  be  expected,  and  that 
Pierre  in  his  desperate  situation  would  resist 
to  the  last,  whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  the 
boy.  The  d(^  was  unusually  slow  in  his 
advance ;  they  could  scarcely  urge  him  forward, 
as  hehad  not  now  the  warm-blood  scent  as  an 
inducement,  which  was  the  case  before  Mar- 


THE   8AT7CT  JACK.  91 

tin's   body  was  found ;   yet  the  owner  of  the 
anunal  assmred  Monsieur  Pic^haud  of  success, 
and  to  hold  himself  in  immediate  readiness  to 
act. 

«  The  moMiiiig  was  particularly  fine,  and  the 
mountain  was  fi:ee  from  clouds  to  the  summit — a 
sight  unusual  in  the  hurricane  months.  Birds 
of  elegant  and  various  plumage  were  in  great 
numbers,  their  constant  and  lively  song  adding 
to  the  beauty  of  the  scene ;  but  on  the  projecting 
point  of  the  mountain,  the  lower  part  of  which 
was  covered  with  a  tHicket,  sat  an  ill*omened 
soHtary  vulture,  which  took  flight,  screaming 
discordantly,  as  the  party,  led  forward  by  the 
di^  made  their  slow  approach.  The  animal 
evinced  the  greatest  agitation,  growUng  whilst 
trembling,  and  every  now  and  then  looking 
backwards  towards  his  master:  the  crisis  was 
at  hand.  The  gentlemen  dismounted,  giving 
me  their  horses  to  hold  by  desire  of  Monsieur 
Pichaud,  who,  I  am  certain,  suspected  me. 
The  pursuers  now  formed  a  semi-circle  in  the 
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rear  of  the  dog,  so  as  to  cover  the  whole  way 
at  equal  distances  to  the  projecting  point,  the 
slaves  being  placed  alternately  with  our  master 
and  his  friends,  and  each  within  close  pistol 
shot,  therefore  escape  was  rendered  impossible, 
as  the  precipice  at  the  back  of  the  projection 
was  nearly  perpendicular  and  about  one  hun- 
dred feet  deep.  All  seemed  convinced  Pierre 
was  concealed  there,  and  the  shout  which  was 
vociferated  by  Monsieur  Pichaud  of,  *  See  !  the 
murderer  is  there  P-  was  simultaneous  with  the 
report  of  two  pistols  discharged  into  the  thicket* 
These  shots  were  answered  from  the  bush  twice, 
and  with  so  true  an  aim  that  the  hat  of  our 
master  was  knocked  from  his  head,  and  he 
slightly  grazed,  whilst  one  of  his  friends,  who 
had  likewise  fired,  received  a  ball  in  his  thigh, 
and  felL  As  if  fwgetful  of  his  lameness,  Pierre 

now  rushed  forth  from  the  concealment,  and 

« 
with  his  axe  gleaming  in  the  rays  of  the  sun  as 

he  flourished  it  over  his  head,  he  made  towards 

his  master  to  put  him  to  death ;  nor  would  he 
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have  escaped  the  superior  strength  and  ferocity ' 
of  Pierre  had  not  our  master's  friends^  who 
had  reserved  their  fire,  now  shot  with  deliberate 
aim  ; — a  ball  firom  one  of  the  pistols  crushed 
Pierre's  shoulder-blade,  and  the  dangerous 
uplifted  axe  fell  harmless  on  the  ground  The 
murderer  was  speedily  surrounded,  seized,  and, 
after  a  desperate  struggle,  bound  hand  and  foot 
and  secured  across  the  horse  of  the  gentleman 
he  had  wounded,  for  whom  a  litter  was  hastily 
ccHistructed ;  and  in  this  manner  we  retraced  our 
steps  to  the  estate. 

"  Three  days  afterwards,  Pierre  was  hanged 
upon  a  lofty  gibbet  which  had  been  erected  for 
that  purpose  before  the  door  of  the  house 
where  .the  murder  had  been  committed.  He 
confessed  nothing,  as  he  never  spoke  fi'om  the 
time  of  his  being  overpowered  and  made  pri- 
soner. His  body  was  allowed  to  hang  supported 
by  ropes  firom  various  parts,  until  the  birds  of 
prey  had  rendered  it  a  sight  too  disgusting  to 
behold ;  it  was  then  cut  down  and  burned,  no 
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■  burial  being  permitted  for  a  convicted  murderer 
taken  in  the  act  of  attempting  his  master's  life. 
Thus  terminated  this  sanguinary  affair,  in 
which  jon,  as  a  boy,  were  implicated  as  a  prin- 
cipal^  and  thus  1  have  you  in  my  power  at  all 
times,  and  I  will'teach  you  I  know  how  to  use 
that  power  and  keep  my  advantage,  if  you  ever 
attempt  to  thwart  me  in  my  plans  which  I  may 
endeavour  to  put  into  execution — so  look  to  it" 
"  This  was  the  account  which  the  slave  Do- 
minique gave  me  of  the  fiite  of  my  com- 
panions on  that  fearful  occasion;  and  as  I  knew 
him  to  be  both  cunning  and  revengeful,  I  could 
not  hold  my  life  safe  for  a  moment  whilst  it 
hung,  as  by  a  thread,  on  his  secrecy.  I  there- 
fore made  up  my  mind  to  attempt  my  escape  on 
the  first  opportunity,  and  I  have  got  on  board 
of  this  ship,  even  at  the  hazard  of  being  sent 
back  to  my  master,  to  whom,  indeed,  I  do  not 
properly  belong,  as  I  was  kidnapped  from  Saint 
JDomingo," 

The  young   slave  concluded    his  narrative 


THE  8AUCT  JACK.  95 

here.  He  was  assured  by  Captain  Herbert  that 
he  need  be  under  no  apprehension  of  being 
restored  to  either  of  his  masters ;  but  as  he 
had  been  partly  used  to  the  sea,  he  might,  if 
he  chose,  enter  for  the  Saucy  Jack.  The  black 
seemed  overjoyed  at  the  proposal,  and  was 
accordingly  rated  on  the  ship's  books  as  one  of 
the  crew. 


\ 
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CHAPTER  Vll. 


"  Clap  on  more  sail — pursue — up  with  your  fights ! 
Give  fire ! — she  is  my  prize,  or  ocean  whelm  them  all  I" 

Shakspeare. 

It  has  been  before  remarked  that  in  obtaining 
su^lies^  as  well  as  on  other  occasions^  it  was 
always  necessary  to  seek  some  imfrequented 
place  where  we  were  not  likely  to  be  inter- 
rupted  by  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  any 
nation,  those  of  our  own  being  nearly  as  bad 
as  an  enemy ;  for  our  best  seamen  would  most 
certainly  be  pressed  into  the  king's  service,  the 
demand  for  men  being  at  this  time  so  very 
great.  The  Saucy  Jack  was  in  want  of  both 
wood   and  water;   it  was  imperative  that  the 
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latter  should  be  completed  whenever  an  oppor* 
tunity  offered  for  so  doing,  as  the  sailing  of  the 
ship  depended,  upon  her  draught  and  trim,  and 
the  very  existence  of  all  in  the  privateer  was 
likely  to  depend  upon  the  sailing  of  the  ahip ; 
therefore,  an  attempt  was  made  to  procure 
both  these  necessaries  from  a  lonely  spot  a  few 
miles  to  the  westward  of  Savanilla.  A  party 
of  forty  men  were  landed  at  daylight  in  the 
morning,  twenty  of  whom  were  armed  as  a 
guard  against  surprise  or  ambush,  the  others  as 
a  working  party  to  fell  the  wood  and  bring  it 
to  the  boats.  A  spring  of  water  was  fortunately 
very  near  the  landing-place*^  the  casks  were 
therefore  put  into  the  largest  boats,  and  were 
filled  rapidly  through  a  hose  formed  of  coarse 
canvasj  which  had  been  prepared  for  the  pur- 
pose. While  this  work  was  in  progress,  the 
Captain,  second  officer,  surgeon,  and  myself 
started  off  on  an  excursion  for  a  short  distance 
into  the  wood.  We  had  a  canteen  with  us,  which 
contained  everything  necessary  for  four  people. 

VOL.  I.  F 


98  THE  8AUCT  JACK. 

As  soon  as  the  sun  was  sufficiently  high  to 
enable  us  to  see  what  we  were  about,  the  net 
was  dra^^ed  for  some  fish^  and  an  abundant 
supply  of  red  mullet  was  obtained ;  these 
tempted  us  to  boil  our  kettle,  and  by  cooking 
them  we  provided  a  hearty  break&st,  after 
which  we  separated,  each  being  armed  with  a 
musket,  and  went  on  a  ramble  into  the  thicker 
part  of  the  woods,  with  the  understaniUng  that 
we  were  not  to  stray  fiu*,  and  to  return  at 
noon  to  dinner.  It  had  rained  hard  fix)m  the 
beginning,  so  we,  being  wet  through  from  the 
first,  gave  ourselves  no  further  concern  about 
the  weather.  Our  sport  was  various ;  I  brought 
in  a  bird  which  some  of  the  most  knowing  of 
our  men  called  a  carpenter,  I  suppose  from  its 
huge  bill  being  notched  like  a  saw,  (I  should 
say  it  was  a  toucan,)  and  a  small  animal  of  the 
squirrel  kind.  The  Captain  had  shot  a  wood- 
pigeon  and  a  flamingo ;  Mr.  Grafton  had  killed 
a  pelican ;  and  the  doctor  was  gratified  by  the 
possession  of  an  owL     As  it  was  not  likely  the 
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duty  the  men  were  upon  would  be  finished 
before  dusk,  it  was  agreed  we  should  penetrate 
stm  fiirther  into  the  interior  and  not  separate. 
We  had  shot  a  parrot,  a  sloth,  and  a  variety  of 
small  birds,  the  names  of  which  were  unknown, 
and  were  about  to  return,  when  we  came  sud- 
denly upon  a  dwelling  without  any  sides,  being 
built  like  a  Dutch  bam,  merely  having  a  roof 
supported  by  si»  pillars,  which  were  composed 
of  rough-^hewn  trees;  the  inhabitants  were,  a 
man,  a  woman,  and  two  children.  The  man 
was  armed  with  a  musket  and  long  sword,  and 
had  several  of  the  canine  race  with  him,  which 
seemed  as  ugly  and  as  ill-natured  as  their  mas- 
ter. The  woman  was  dark  featured,  finely 
formed,  and  possessed  a  good  set  of  teeth ;  the 
face  certainly  handsome,  and  the  head  covered 
with  a  profiision  of  long,  black,  glossy  hair,  which 
hung  looaelj  over  the  shoulders ;  a  naked  child 
was  standing  by  her,  holding  &st  by  a  part  of  the 
scanty  dress  she  wore,  and  fix)m  a  feeble  bry 
which  caught  our  ears,  we  were  enabled  to  find 

F  2 
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out  a  baby,  which  was  swaddled  in  something 
like  a  large  piece  of  coarse  sacking  up  to  the 
veiy  neck,  leaving  only  the  diminutive  face 
peeping  over  all,  like  a  small  Dutch  clock  in  a 
city  alderman's  kitchen.  This,  I  suppose, 
being  the  youngest — a  favourite  of  course  and 
pin-basket-— was  hung* up  by  a  loop  to  a  pro- 
jecting piece  of  wood  many  feet  from  tiie 
ground,  and  there  left  to  squall  or  go  to  sleep^ 
whichever  might  be  most  agreeable.  What  a 
salutary  .  example  to  many  English  mothers, 
who  are  always  complaining  of  their  children 
being  so  very  troublesome. 

Our  reception  was  by  no  means  hospitable  on 
the  part  of  the  *^  sans  culotte?  gentleman,  and  I 
consider  it  particularly  fortunate  that  I  had  not 
met  the  worthy  inhabitant  of  this  strange  man- 
sion while  strolling  alone  in  the  morning, 
because,  verily,  I  might  have  ^^  caught  a  Tar- 
tar." Captain  Herbert  endeavoured  to  draw 
the  savage  into  conversation  by  addressing  him 
civilly  in  the  Spanish  language,  but  he  would 
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not  be  social,  only  pointmg  to  the  road  we 
had  come  by  with  the  muzzle  of  his  musket, 
being  evidently  anxious  to  be  rid  of  our  com- 
pany ;  the  feeling  was  reciprocal,  so  we  obliged 
him  by  immediately  taking  our  leave. 

On  our  return  to  the  beach  we  found  our 
men  had  nearly  finished  the  day's  work;  they 
had  got  on  board  ten  tons  of  water,  and  two 
large  boat  loads  of  fiieL  In  getting  the  latter, 
one  of  the  sailors  was  stung  by  a  scorpion  in 
the  arm;  the  limb  immediately  swelled  to  an 
enormous  size,  giving  the  poor  fellow  the  most 
excruciating  pain,  and  it  was  long  before  the 
surgeon  was  able  to  reduce  the  inflammation 
occasioned  by  the  poisonous  reptile.  A  blacl^ 
adder,  and  a  huge  spider  nearly  as  big  as  a 
dollar,  likewise  accompanied  us  in  the  boats, 
concealed  in  the  logs  of  wood,  for  which,  intru- 
sion, when  discovered,  they  were  consigned  to 
the  deep  to  find  their  way  on  shore  as  best  they 
might. 

A  few  days  after  this  we  met  with  an  adven- 
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ture  which  had  well  nigh  put  an  end  to  all 
further  exploits  of  the  privateer.  The  morning 
was  misty^  accompanied  by  squalls  of  wind  and 
rain,  which  prevented  the  look-out  men  from 
seeing  fiu*  beyond  the  end  of  the  flying  jib-boom : 
the  ship  was  under  her  double-reefed  topsails 
and  fore-topmast  staysail,  but  had  everything  in 
readiness  to  make  sail  should  any  vessel  be  in 
sight  at  daylight  As  the  day  began  to  break, 
a  large  object  was  discovered  on  the  lee-beam 
through  the  fog,  which  appeared  like  an  im- 
mense castle;  it  did  not  seem  to  be  on  the 
water,  but  in  the  air,  the  water-line  being  appa- 
rently below  the  object  several  fathoms;  this 
was,  as  we  soon  ascertained,  an  optical  illusion, 
occasioned  by  the  refraction  of  the  rays  of  the 
rising  sun,  which  soon  became  in  view,  and  the 
castle  was  then  trftnsformed  into  a  line-of-battle 
ship,  under  easy  sail,  on  the  same  tack  as  our- 
selves. It  was  our  interest  to  avoid  such  an  in- 
truder, whatever  nation  she  might  belong  to, 
and  little  doubt  was  entertained  of  our  being 
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able  to  do  so,  through  the  superior  sailmg  qua- 
lities of  the  Saucy  Jack,  hut  those  qualities 
were  to  be  put  to  the  test  in  a  more  severe 
manner  than  we  had  anticipated,  for  another 
vessel  was  now  seen  on  the  weather  quarter, 
which  was  made  out  to  be  a  fiigate.  No  time- 
was  to  be  lost  in  our  endeavour  to  escape,  as 
the  two  ships  hoisted  French  colours,  and 
crowded  sail  to  overtake  lis,  the  frigate  to  wind- 
ward bearing  away  a  little  so  as  to  keep  us 
three  points  on  the  lee  bow. 

The  Saucy  Jack  was  in  a  dangerous  predica- 
ment ;  an  enemy  on  each  side  of  vastly  superior 
strength,  so  as  to  render  all  hope  of  escape  by 
repelling  force  by  force  impossible,  and,  imfor- 
tunately,  within  nine  miles  was  that  frightful 
shoal  called  the  Seranilla.  This  dangerous 
reef  is  in  latitude  N.  15"  53',  longitude  W.  80°, 
and  extends  foiuteen  miles,  opposing  a  bar  to 
our  course  supposed  to  be  insurmountable.  > 
The  Saucy  Jack  lost  none  of  her  reputation ; 
she   increased  her  distance   from   the   line-of- 
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battle  ship  every  minute ;  yet  the  frigate,  from 
her  position  to  windward,  was  enabled  to  get 
within  point  blank  shot,  and  opened  her  bow 
chase  guns  on  the  privateer :  the  fire  was  not 
returned,  and  affairs  were  in  this  situation  for 
about  an  hour.  Oiur  men  were  at  their  quarters 
and  ready  to  defend  the  Saucy  Jack  to  the 
sinking.  Courage  beamed  from  every  eye,  and 
every  eye  was  turned  with  astonishment  on 
Captain  Herbert,  when  he  gave  the  order  to 
retreat  from  quarters,  secure  the  guns,  and 
batten  the  hatches  down;  this  was  imme- 
diately done,  however  strange  it  appeared.  No 
English  sailor  likes  to  be  disappointed  of  a 
fight  after  his  gun  has  been  cast  loose ;  they 
knew  their  Captain  too  well  to  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  he  was  about  to  surrender  his 
vessel  without  firing  a  shot;  yet  what  was  about 
to  be  done  ?  To  weather  the  frigate,  should  we 
tack,  was  impossible,  to  run  to  leeward  was 
equally  so,  as  the  line-of-battle  ship  would 
inevitably  intercept  our  course.     Hurried  and 
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anxioas  whispers  passed  between  the  men, 
each  endeavouring  to  assign  some  cause  for 
this  strange  proceeding.  Not  one  on  board 
could  imagine  the  Captain's  intention,  even 
when  he  ordered  the  crew  to  their  stations  for 
trimming  sails.  An  intense  anxiety  was  pic- 
tured on  every  countenance,  as  the  ship  was 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  lofty  and  foam- 
ing breakers,  which,  should  she  advance.within 
their  fury,  would  dash  the  vessel  instantly  to 
pieces  agsdnst  the  coral  rocks  beneath,  and  then 
no  hope  of  saving  a  single  life  could  possibly  be 
entertained. 

The  frigate  kept  up  her  fire,  but  as  the  sea 
was  rough  the  motion  of  the  vessel  rendered 
it  difficult  to  do  so  with  effect,  therefore  no 
damage  of  consequence  was  sustained.  The 
Saucy  Jack  still  approached  the  breakers  at  a 
rapid  rate ;  they  were  plainly  heard  on  board 
as  they  were  furiously  lashed  against  the  coral 
ribs  of  this  firightftd  shoaL  Every  soul  on  board 
regarded  the  Captain  with  fixed  attention ;  not 

F  3 
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a  word  was  spoken  fore  or  aft,  until  he  called 
out  to  clap  the  helm  a-weather.  The  privateer, 
obeying  the  impulse,  came  before  the  wind, 
bringing  her  sidelong  to  the  dreaded  danget. 
The  Frenchman  bore  up  likewise,  keeping  the 
Saucy  Jack  between  the  frigate  and  the  break- 
ers, then  opened  his  broadside,  and,'  no  doubt, 
looked  upon  our  capture  or  destruction  as 
certain. 

In  this  manner  the  two  vessels  ran  on  for 
about  a  mile,  when  the  privateer  came  to  where 
the  water  on  the  shoal  was  comparatively  smooth, 
but  for  so  very  narrow  a  space,  two  ships  could 
scarcely  have  gone  in  abreast  Lu£Sng  sud- 
denly up,  the  Saucy  Jack  shot  through  this 
opening  with  the  swiftness  of  an  arrow,  and  was 
immediately  out  of  sight  of  her  pursuers,  who  did 
not  dare  to  follow. 

Neither  officer  nor  man  on  board  knew  of 
this  mode  of  escape,  and  even  now  it  was  im- 
possible to  see  the  result,  as  the  breakers  were 
roaring  and  foaming  as  high  as  the  mast-head. 
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on  both  sides  of  the  vessel,  threatening  every 
moment  to  overwhebn  our  &ail  ship  and  all 
that  were  in  her.  Seizing  a  speaking-trumpet. 
Captain  Herbert  ran  aloft  to  the  weather  fore 
yard-arm,  and  from  that  position  hailed  the 
man  at  the  helm,  and  directed  the  prepress  of  the 
ship.  It  was  a  frightful  sight ;  yet  the  perfect 
knowledge  evinced  by  the  Captain,  his  firm 
voice  and  confident  deportment,  warmed  each 
heart,  and  exhilarated  the  spirits  of  the  crew. 

Having  fairly  entered  this  narrow  channel, 
the  extremity  of  the  danger  was  perceived,  as 
a  violent  current  carried  the  ship  along  at  a 
rapid  rate,  and  seemed  likely  to  whirl  her 
against  the  numerous  rocks,  some  of  which 
were  passed  within  a  few  fathoms,  the  spray 
from  the  surf  at  the  same  time  wetting  the 
sails ;  yet,  by  a  strict  and  immediate  obedience 
to  the  orders  given  from  the  fore  yard-arm,  and 
a  steady  management  of  the  head  braces,  the  crew 
were  enabled  to  overcome  the  difficulties  which 
presented  themselves ;  and  after  being  in  this 
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intricate  and'  dangerous  channel  for  about  an 
hour  and  a  half^  we  emerged  once  more  into 
the  open  sea,  unhanned^  leaving  our  mortified 
foe  to  chew  the  cud  of  disappointment  at  being 
deprived  of  his  prey  the  moment  he  thought  it 
within  his  grasp. 

Three  days  afler  this  very  fortunate  escape 
we  observed  the  same  *  two  ships  which  had 
chased  us  into  the  difficulty  again  in  our  track. 
It  was  evident  we  were  watched,  therefore  the 
Captain  determined  to  change  the  cruising 
ground  for  a  time,.and,  to  use  his  own  words, 
"  We  will,"  said  he,  "  leave  these  Frenchmen  to 
leeward,  and  see  if  the  Dons  are  as  wide  awake 
to  windward  as  they  were  at  Porto  Bello.  We 
will  just  look  into  Porto  Rico :  I  was  there 
once' before;  but  it  will  be  as  well  before  we 
quit  these  sieas  to  allow  the  Frenchmen  to 
identify  this  ship,  which  they  so  recently 
chased,  and  no  doiibt  thought  would  be  their 
own ;  or  we  shall  have  a  flaming  bulletin  in  the 
Moniteur,  at  Paris,  giving  an  account  how  the 
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lubbers  have  driven  on  shore  and  totally  de- 
stroyed an  English  frigate ;  and  although  none 
may  be  for  a  twelvemonth  hence  missing  from 
the  Admiralty  or  Steele's  Navy  List,  Mon- 
sieur will  not  be  the  less  convinced  of  the  &ct, 
therefore  we  will  stand  towards  them  a  bit  until 
they  cannot  mistake  us,  then  make  sail,  and 
leave  them  in  their  glory." 

While  beating,  up.  to  iour  destination  the 
crew  had  little  else  to  do  but  to  amuse  them- 
selves'with  the  vagaries  of  a  pet  sheep  they  had 
nick-named  ^^  Bob :"  the  animal  had  become  so 
docile  from  being  allowed  to  run  loose  about 
the  decks,  that  he  would  receive  food  from  the 
hands  of  the  men,  and  would  make  his  rounds 
regulaily  to  the  different  messes  at  meal  times, 
be^ng  part  of  the  allowance  of  either  coffee 
or  grog;  of  the  latter  beverage  he  was  parti- 
cularly fond,  and,  like  most  sailors,  did  not 
always  know  when  he  had  enough.  When  in 
a  state   of  intoxication,  which  was  frequently 
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the  case,  he  became  very  riotous  and  savage, 
and  would  butt  at,  and  overturn,  such  of  the 
men  who  refused  to  administer  to  his  inebriated 
cravings;  nor  would  he  be  pacified  until  the 
cook  of  the  mess  had  cleared  away  and  washed 
up  the  plates  and  drinking  horns;  then  he 
would  stagger  afl  to  the  steerage  to  seek  a  com- 
fortable berth  where  he  might  sleep  himself 
sober.  Some  time  before  this,  the  Captain's 
stock  of  fresh  provisions  being  exhausted,  he 
gave  orders  to  have  "Bob"  put  to  death,  and 
made  mutton  of;  but  the  ship's  company  re- 
ceived the  warrant  for  execution  with  so  much 
dissatisfaction,  and  made  such  a  pitiable  re- 
monstrance on  behalf  of  their  favourite,  that  a 
respite  was  granted  during  pleasure.  He  most 
likely  since  has  died  a  natural  death,  as  his  diet 
and  disorderly  manner  of  living  must  have 
rendered  him  most  unsavoury  mutton,  and 
little  worth  the  roasting. 

A  fortnight  elapsed  before  we  gained  the 
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situation  intended ;  it  was  to  me  wonderful  how 
it  could  be  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  place  a 
ship,  at  midnight,  in  an  appointed  station, 
without  having  previously  made  the  land,  and 
that  had  been  carefully  avoided.  To  be  sure, 
there  were  two  chroncmieters  on  board,  which 
were  esteemed  as  first-rate ;  but  I,  at  that  time, 
was  ignorant  of  their  use,  excepting  as  common 
watches. 

The  Saucy  Jack  was  hove  to  within  a  mile 
of  the  town  of  .Aguadilla,  on  the  north  side  of 
Porto  Rico ;  the  boats  were  hoisted  out,  and 
being  hauled  up  on  the  opposite  side  from  the 
shore,  were  manned  and  armed.  The  Captam 
undertook  the  command  of  this  expedition, 
leaving  Mr.  Winstanley  in  chaise  of  the  ship, 
he  being  still  a  sufiPerer  from  the  wound  in 
his  arm. 

The  town  of  Aguadilla  is  in  a  bight,  and 
there  is  plenty  of  water  for  ships  in  the  bay. 
There  is  a  fort  mounting  six  pieces  of  cannon 
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tx)  the  eastward  of  the  town.  To  surprise  this 
fort,  and  profit  by  the  consequences,  were  the 
objects  of  the  present  undertaking. 

On  this  occasion  the  Captain  pushed  off 
from  the  ship,  accompanied  by  only  one  sea- 
man, in  a  small  boat,  called  in  derision  by 
the  sailors,  the  *' Dingy;"  and  rowed  towarcls 
the  shore:  in  less  than  half  an  hour  he  re- 
turned with  the  assurance  thait  all  was  quiet 
and  success  almost  certain;  then,  jumping 
into  the  pinnace,  and  coi[nmaiiding  the  other 
boats  to  follow,  they  soon  effected  a  landing 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  fort. 
Captain  Herbert's  local  knowledge  enabled  him 
to  lead  his  people  by  a  circuitous  route,  so  as 
to  surprise  the  half-sleeping  Spanish  sentry, 
who,  before  he  had  time  to  put  his  head  forth 
firom  under  his  cloak,  and  cry,  **Alerto," 
was  gagged  and  made  prisoner.  So  totally 
unprepared  were  these  people  that  the  guard- 
room door  was  even  left    open.       Our  men 
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entered^  seized  the  muskets  of  the  unresisting 
Spaniards,  eighteen  in  number,  and  took  their 
owners  prisoners  without  firing  a  shot  Their 
arms  and  legs  being  now  bound  with  some 
spun-yam  brought  for  that  purpose,  they  were 
left  to  obtain  their  liberty  at  their  earliest  con- 

» 

venience.  The  guns  in  the  fort  were  imme- 
diately spiked,  and  thrown  over  the  parapet  on 
to  the  beach.  The  officer  commanding  thie 
fort  had  in  the  meantime  been  secured,  and 
now  begged  hard  for  time  to  don  his  inex- 
pressibles ;  after  which  he  was  desired  to 
accompany  our  party  towardB  the  Govemor's 
house,  where  it  was  supposed  much  specie  and 
other  treasure  was  concealed.  The  prisoner 
was  with  difficulty  induced  to  proceed,  until 
a  pistol  was  presented  with  the  muzzle  close  to 
his  eye,  and  a  bayonet  somewhat  sharply  ad- 
ministered in  the  'rear,  then  my  gentleman 
marched  inanftdly  on  the  way  he  should  go. 

Advancing  speedily  to  the  Govemor's  house, 
the  doors  of  which  were  not  sufficiently  strong 
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to  resist  the  united  efforts  of  our  men,  that 
fimctionary  was  taken  in  his  bed.  To  shoulder 
him  and  cany  him  to  the  beach,  where  one  of 
our  boats  was  ready  stationed,  was  the  work  of 
but  few  minutes ;  and  ere  he  had  quite  recovered 
from  his  first  sleep,  he  was  safe  on  board  the 
Saucy  Jack.  Our  other  boats  were  soon  along- 
side, in  one  of  which  there  was  a  chest ;  great 
care  was  taken  in  hoisting  this  on  board,  and  it 
was  deposited  in  the  Captain's  cabin. 

When  the  Spanish  Governor  observed  the 
chest  in  our  possession  his  grief  was  beyond 
description ;  he  swore  innumerable  oaths,  wrung 
his  hands,  tore  his  hair,  and  danced  about  as 
if  he  was  frantic;  cursed  the  whole  English 
nation  most  particularly,  and  at  last  went  down 
on  his  knees  and  implored  the  Captain  and 
officers,  and  in  his  eagerness  and  anxiety  he 
besought  the  black  cook,  who  was  grinning  in 
high  glee,  to  put  him  on  shore  with  his  chest 

The  Captain's  answer  to  this  modest  request 
was — **  Why,  Sefior,  do  you  suppose  I  should 
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have  taken  all  this  trouble  to  bring  you  on 
board,  if  I  intended  we  should  part  so  soon 
and  so  easily  ?  No,  good  Sefior,  I  must  fir&t 
see  the  contents  of  yonder  chest  you  seem  so 
anxious  about;  then,  perhaps,  we  may  talk 
about  what  is  to  be  done  with  you.  Hoist  the 
boats  in,  Mr.  Winstanley."  This  order  was 
obeyed,  and  the  privateer  stood  out  to  sea  imder 
her  topsails. 

Haying  ordered  an  iron  crow-bar  to  be 
brought,  the  X!aptain  went  down  the  compa-^ 
nion  ladder,  desiring  me  to  follow,  and  hold  a 
candle.  His  powerftd  arm  applied  his  iron 
assistant  with  such  force  to  the  lock  that  it 
speedily  gave  away,  and  on  opening  the  Ud  of 
the  chest,  I  was  struck  dumb  with  astonishment 
at  the  immense  quantity  of  doubloons  and  dol-* 
lars,  ingots  of  gold  and  silver,  and  lumps  of  plati- 
num! ^^Ahl"  cried  the  Captain,  whilst  his 
eyes  opened  as  wide  as  saucers,  '^  this  wiU  do ; 
this,"  continued  he,  laughing,  ^^  may  purchase 
the    poor  Governor's   ransom.     We   will    ndt 
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be  too  hard — ^no,  no,  we  will  be  merciful ;  we 
will  set  him  ashore  again  without  his  chest, 
but  with  a  caution,  that  should  he  ever  again 
be  possessed  of  so  much  treasure,  he  had 
better  keep  a  sharper  look  out,  and  not  be  taken 
napping." 

Sail  was  made  to  close  with  the  land,  and 
after  being  a  prisoner  something  less  than 
two  hours,  the  unfortunate  officer  was  again  on 
terra  firma,  about  four  miles  to  the  westward 
of  Aguadilla,  at  liberty  to  walk  back  to  his 
seat  of  government,  the  exchequer  of  which 
had  been  rendered  very  considerably  lighter 
by  his  morning's  excursion.  The  Captain  gave 
his  crew  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  this 
easily  gotten  booty,  and  signified  his  intention 
of  distributing  a  part  of  it  immediately  among 
them.  This  was  iaccordingly  done  on  the  cap- 
Stan,  thirty  doUars  being  feiVen  to  each  seaman ; 
and  when  I  state  that  all  this  was  paid  from  the 
silver  coin  in  the  chest,  some  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  total  value  of  the  contents. 
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The  money  had  scarcely  been  received  before 
there  were  many  consultations  among  the  men 
how  they  should  spend  it,  nor  did  they  rest 
quiet  until  they  prevailed  upon  the  Captain  to 
afford  them  an  opportunity  of  getting  rid  of  a 
part,  and  he  promised  speedily  to  gratify  them. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

"  Tis  woman  that  seduces  all  mankind ; 

By  her  we  first  were  taught  the  wheedling  arts : 
Her  very  eyes  can  cheat ;  when  most  she  is  kind, 
She  tricks  us  of  our  money,  with  our  hearts." 

Beggars'  Opera. 

The  privateer  was  now  hauled  close  to  the 
wind  under  a  press  of  sail,  and  stretched  out 
to  sea  on  her  way  to  Barbadoes,  as  there  were 
some  private  communications  expected  to  be 
left  there  by  the  next  monthly  packet  from 
England,  and  Captain  Herbert  was  likewise 
anxious  to  send  home  an  immediate  accoimt 
of  his  proceedings  up  to  the  present  time  to  his 
owners,  more  particularly  that  of  the  fortunate 
coup  de  main  at  Aguadilla. 
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Two  days  afterwards  a  small  brig  hove  in 
sight :  she  was  chased  and  a  shot  fired,  which 
caused  her  to  pass  within  haiL     She  ran  under 

■r 

the  stem  of  the  privateer,  and  a  female  voice 
opened  most  melodiously  with  ^^  God  save  the 
King:"  to  this,  as  loyal  subjects,  we  had  no 
objection.  The  singing  was  capital;  the  ap- 
pearance and  figure  of  the  singer  good ;  but  we 
could  not  judge  of  the  features,  as  a  lai^e 
bonnet  entirely  concealed  the  face  from  the 
anxious  stare  of  the  officers  of  the  ship.  English 
colours,  and  a  pendant  to  indicate  the  Saucy 
Jack  was  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  were  both 
flying ;  which  Captain  Herbert  thought  would 
render  it  a  more  easy  task  to  entice  the  lady  on 
board,  for  what  reason  he  knew  best ;  so  he 
sent  a  message  to  say  he  was  sorry  to  see  an 
English  lady  and  countrywoman  of  her  elegant 
appearance  and  apparent  consequence  so  ill 
accommodated,  and  in  such  a  vessel ! — that  his 
Majesty's  ship  was  bound  for  St  Thomas's, 
(where  the  master  of   the  brig  had  already 
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hailed  to  say  he  was  goings)  and  that  nothing 
would  give  him  greater  pleasure  than  to  re- 
linquish his  cabin,  and  to  put  her  in  possession 
of  everything  his  ship  could  afford. 

The  lady  took  the  bait,  and  left  the  brig, 
where,  she  said,  she  had  been  very  ill  used,  and 
put  herself,  with  her  goods  and  chattels,  into 
the  privateer's  boat,  after  having  been  again 
and  again  assured  of  the  superior  comforts  she 
would  certainly  find.  As  soon  as  the  boat  had 
left  the  merchant  brig,  she  made  sail  on  her 
course,  and  parted  company.  Little  did  the 
poor  woman  know  the  Saucy  Jack  was  on  her 
way  to  Barbadoes,  and  she  would  have  been  in 
St.  Thomas's  in  two  days.  She  came  on  board, 
lifted  up  her  veij,  and  broke  the  charm — ^not 
one  year  under  fifty,  and  as  plain  as  need  be ; 
in  fact,  extremely  ugly.  We  afterwards  learned 
she  had  been  for  some  time  on  the  stage  at 
Covent  Garden  Theatre  as  a  singer,  but  had 
married  a  French  marquis,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed on  particular  service  by  the  English 
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goyemment,  which  being  discovered,  to  save 
his  life  he  esci^d  to  Amexicay  where  he  died ; 
the  widow  was  now  on  her  way  to  St  Thomases 
to  join  (me  of  her  husband's  rehition& 

Caption  Herbert  in  a  moment  repented  bis 
bargain;  but  it  was  too  late  to  retract,  even  if 
politeness  would  have  suffered  it  She  was 
handed  down  to  the  cabin,  and  had  not  been 
there  five  minutes  before  all  his  bachelor-like 
arrangements  were  overset,  and  knocked  on  the 
liead :  she  asked  for  tea,  which  was  brought ; 
bst  she  could  not  make  it  in  anything  but  a 
silver  tea-pot;  that  was  prodxieed,  and  before 
the  tea-service  was  removed,,  she  asked  the 
Captun  to  make  her  a  present  of  it ;  in  short, 
he  was  completely  taken  in,  and  would  have 
given  one  of  la»  best  teeth  to  have  got  rid  of 
tbi&  addition  to  his  fiunily. 

Next  morning,  b^pe  six,  'the  Captaia  came 
on  deck,  which  was  an  hour  before  his  usual 
time,  swearing  that  he  had  been  harbouring  the 
devfl,  and  sure  enough  there  was  a  disturbanee 

VOL.  I.  Q 
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below.  On  inquiiy^  it  appeared  she  was  storm- 
ing and  scolding  at  the  servants  in  French, 
English,  and  Italian,  while  only  half-dressed, 
because  they  were  dilatory.in  preparing  a  cold 
bath  which  she  had  ordered :  a  bucket  of  water 
thrown  over  her  at  the  moment  would  not  have 
been  misapplied. 

The  laugh  was  so  entirely  against  the  Cap- 
tain, who  had  been  thus  caught  in  his  ovm  trap, 
particularly  among  the  officers,  who  kept  ban- 
tering him  on  this  affair  de  comr^  that  he 
determined  to  get  rid  of  his  plague  by  some 
means,  if  he  even  should  be  obliged  to  resort 
to  the  alternative  of  throwing  her  overboard. 

For  that  purpose,  a  small  Bermudian  schooner 
which  happened  to  be  in  sight  was  brought  to, 
when  the  Captain  called  me,  and  said,  '^  Come 
here,  you  Quill,  (a  name  he  generally 
honoiued  me  witH  when  he  was  at  all  out  of 
humour ;)  I  know  you  are  impudent  enough  for 
anything  when  you  have ,  a  mind,  and  I  am 
sure  you  will  exert  yourself  to  serve  me.    I 
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have  got  Beelzebub  in  my  cabin,  and  there  is 
no  getting  her  out  by  fair  play.  She  scolds  like 
Xantippe,  and  drinks  like  Bacchus'  chief  mate, 
therefore,  go  you  on  board  of  yon  schooner, 
and  ask  where  she  is  bound  to-— but  mind  you 
say  to  St  Thomas's,  and  when  you  come  back, 
extol  the  superior  accommodations,  that  I  may 
have  some  chance  of  persuading  this  chanting 
ma^  of  ugliness  and  misrule  to  depart  I 
have  offered  her  fifty  dollars  to  be  off,  but  she 
will  not  go;  she  says  I  was  the  cause  of  her 
coming  here,  and  here  she  will  stop.  It  is 
pretty  work,  indeed  I  I  who  have  the  command 
of  upwards  of  a  hundred  ragamuffins  cannot 
keep  one  virago  quiet"  I  could  not  help 
kughing,  but  was  stopped  short  by  the  Captain, 
who  said  with  an  oath,  «  None  of  your  grinning, 
youngster  I  I  tell  you  it  is  no  laughing  matter, 
and  if  I  see  you  laugh  again  I  will  break 
your  head — go,  and  do  as  you  are  ordered." 
I  went,  came  back,  extolled  as  I  had  been 
told   to  do,  and  after    much  persuasion  the 

g2 
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Captain's  charmer  agreed  to  go  and  look  at  the 
vessel,  to  see  if  everything  was  comfortable. 
Nothing  could  be  more  miserable  and  dirty 
th«i  tbe  schooner  was  inside,  and  it  was  very 
evident  she  would  not  consent  to  go  on  boards 
should  she  find  it  out.  While  she  was  putting 
on  the  huge  bonnet  which  had  been  the  cause 
of  all  the  mischief,  by  hiding  her  &ce  at  first, 
the  Captain  took  me  on  one  side,  and  said  in 
a  very  serious  tone,  ^^Now,  Master  Quill,  if 
jQU  let  that  she-devil  come  back,  I  will  make 
you  repent  it  as  long  as  you  live.  I  will  have 
her  things  sent  on  board  in  another  boat 
the  moment  I  see  her  fiurly  over  this  ship's 
side." 

Away  we  went,  my  lady  and  I.  I  had  al- 
ready bai^ained  with  the  master  of  the  schooner 
for  her  passage,  therefore  stepped  out  of  the 
boat,  and  paid  him  the  money  before  she  could 
get  cm  board,  and  the  very  moment  she  put 
her  foot  upon  the  deck,  I  jumped  back  into  the 
boat,  and  desired  my  men  to  pull  for  the  Saucy 
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Jack^  congratulating  myself  vrith  haying  ful- 
filled my  commission  without  getting  my  eyes 
scratched  out. 

The  poor  woman  shrieked,  halloed,  aad  eti*- 
treated  me  to  come  back;  but  no!  I  had 
no  inclination  for  a  second  rencontre.  The 
boat  which  conveyed  her  luggage  had  put 
it  on  board  the  schooner,  and  was  back  to 
the  ship. 

I  now  thought  all  was  right,  and  the  lady 
fidrly  got  rid  of;  but,  to  my  surprise  and  ho3> 
lor,  the  Bermudians,  at  her  most  earnest 
mteroession,  hoisted  out  their  boat — ^in  got  the 
victim,  and  they  began  to  pnU  with  aU  their 
might  towards  the  Saucy  JacL  Captain  Her- 
bert had  been  anxiously  watching  with  his 
triescope,  abd  .saw  all  that  wasgoiogon;  he  now 
gave  orders  to  crowd  every  sail  on  the  ship  to 
get  away.  Mx,  Grafton  stood  near  to  the  Cap- 
tain, who  exclaimed  with  much  heat,  ^'Now, 
Grrafton,  you  were  very  handy  with  your  twelve- 
pounder  at  Porto  Bello  some  time  ago  when  it 
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would  have  done  no  good — ^you  can  find  a  good 
mark  now,  if  you  like  to  exercise  your  skilL'' 

^'Fll  run  the  gun  aft,  and  have  a  shot  directly. 
Sir,''  answered  the  officer. 

*^  Mind  you  take  aim  at  the  bonnet,"  said 
Winstanley.  "  I  beg  you  will  keep  your  jokes 
to  yourself,"  replied  the  Captain,  ^^or  not  make 
me  the  subject  of  them.  I  tell  you,  sooner 
than  that  hyaena  should  return,  I  would  take  a 
match,  fir^  the  magazine,  and  blbw  the  privateer 
into  the  air." 

^'I  should  be  sony  to  urge  you  to  so  dread* 
fill  an  alternative,"  said  Winstanley,  as  he 
turned  forward ;  **  I  have  done.  Sir.  By  George^ 
I  never  saw  our  skipper  so  beside  himself  since 
I  have  sailed  with  him," 

Here  was  a  situation  for  a  stout-hearted  sea*" 
man  I  he  who  would  scorn  to  run  away  finom 
anything  at  all  like  equal  force  to  the  privateer^ 
in  guns  and  men,  was  now  pressing  his  ship 
with  canvass  to  make  his  escape  firom  an  old 
woman  in  a  boat  scarcely  bi^er  than  a  codde« 
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shelL  I  was  not  yet  on  board.  The  fiites  must 
have  decreed  that  an  intended  sin,  such  as 
Captain  Herbert  had  premeditated^  should  not 
so  easily  be  atoned ;  for  just  at  this  moment, 
the  wind  began  to  f|ul,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  it  was  a  dead  cahn,  the  Saucy  Jack  be* 
coming  stationary  on  the  water.  The  boat 
fiom  the  schooner  continued  to  approach,  and 
had  got  very  near,  when  I  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  interfere.  I  therefore  desired  my  men  to 
lay  upon  their  oars,  and  allow  my  Lady  Trou- 
Mesome  to  come  to  where  I  was,  when  I  told 
her  that  there  was  a  French  frigate  in  sight,  and 
thiat  we  should  be  in^action  in  less  than  half  an 
hour ;  and  that  she  had  better  go  back  until 
we  had  finished.  It  did  not  do ;  for  she  replied 
she  would  sooner  be  shot  in  half  on  board  of 
our  nice  ship  (here  I  had  again  occasion  to 
rejoice  that  there  was  one  more  deluded  indi- 
vidual besides  myself),  than  to  be  exposed  to 
the  barbarians  in  the  schooner,  and  that  go 
back  to  the  Saucy  Jack  she  would.    I  as  posi- 
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tivelj  tcAd  her  she  should  aot ;  she  gavB  orders 
to  proceed  in  different  languages  with  great 
volubility^ — *^4di(mSf  mee  amis** — "^i»  way,  you 
scaimdrGls^  —  "  u'niiamo^  escaped  from  her 
mouth  in  xapid  suooessicm.  Hie  men  &h 
iodisied  to  obe y^  and  a  scuffle  was  about  to 
ensue,  when  say  b^ter  genius  prompted  me 
to  say  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  who  was 
i^^eriog  the  boat — ^*^I  say,  my  oaan,  if  you 
take  that  woman  on  board  the  ship  again,  you 
will  have  to  pay  back  the  passage-^noney  Igave 
you  just  now,  and  perhaps  get  a  salt  eel  fi>r 
your  trouble,  besides."  This  had  the  desired 
effect,  for  the  man  very  deliberately  tunied  his 
boat's  head  rousid,  and  ordered  his  men  to  row 
back  to  the  schooner.  Directly  the  virago 
found  all  ^^irther  entreaty  useless,  ^e  bestowed 
a.  hundred  pretty  names  upon  me,  and  did  not 
cease  TOtil  she  was  entirely  out  of  hearing. 

I  returned  on  board,  and  reported  to  the 
Captain  how  I  had  managed  the  business,  wh(>, 
looki]^   somewhat   serious,    but   with  a  half 


THE  8AVCY  JACK.  129 

smile^  said,  '*  I  am  much  obliged  to  70%  Master 
Quill :  I  never  was  so  taken  in  before  in  all  my 
life.  It  has  cost  me  upwards  of  sixty  dollars 
to  get  clear  of  the  nuisance,  besides  my  silver 
tea-pot,  which  she  has  taken  along  with  her." 


Gd 
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CHAPTER  DL 


^'  Gentlemen,  welcome  I  ladies  that  have  toes 
Unplagned  with  corns  will  have  a  bout  with  you  : 
Ha  I  ha  I  my  mistresses,  which  of  you  all 
Will  now  deny  to  dance  ? 
A  hall !  a  hall !  give  room,  and  foot  it,  girls.'' 

Romeo  and  Juliet* 


The  island  of  Barbadoes  was  made.  Carlisle 
Bay  is  the  principal  anchorage^  and  in  a  bight 
Bridgetown  is  situated.  The  town  is  not  visible 
from  the  anchorage,  but  to  the  right  and  left 
the  shore  is  covered  with  small  detached  white 
habitations  shaded  by  cocoa- trees,  and  the  view 
from  the  mouth  of  the  bay  is  extremely  pic- 
turesque. 

For  reasons  before-mentioned,  the  privateer 
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was  not  brought  to  this  anchorage,  but  stood  in 
towards  Spaight's  town,  which  is  at  a  considei^ 
able  .  distance  to  leeward.  After  giving  the 
proper  instructions  to  Mr.  Winstanley  for  the 
charge  of  the  ship,  the  Captain  went  on  shore, 
taking  me  with  hinL  We  proceeded  to  Bridge- 
town in  a  hired  buggy:  the  packet  had  not 
arrived,  but  was  hourly  expected.  We  took  up 
our  residence  at  an  inn-^— hotel  they  called  it — 
which  was  kept  by  an  old  damsel  with  a  com- 
plexion of  mahogany,  yclept  Maiy  Lemon. 
No  sooner  did  we  make  our  appearance  at  the 
door  of  the  inn  than  there  was  a  general  shout 
of  exultation ;  Captfdn  Herbert  seemed  as  well 
known  here  as  if  he  had  been  bom  under  the 
veryrpo£  The  old  woman  ran  forward  and 
would  have  embraced  him,  but  the  Captain, 
not  having  as  yet  recovered  firom  his  last  ad- 
venture with  an  old  one  of  the  softer  sex,  did 
not  appear  inclined  to  be  quite  so  loving  and 
fiuniliar.  The  old  woman  seemed  to  feel  this 
apparent  unkmdness  on  his  part,  therefore  he 
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in  a  snoment  tiurew  txff  all  reserve^  and  d^ 
▼esed  tip  his  ^weatlier-beaten  conatenaDoe  to 
aadergo  her  salute  ^ditli.tfae  beat  grace  he  could 
asBukne*  Half  a  dosen  Uack  and  ydixm* 
sidoned  domestics  seemed  by  their  movements 
totbzisaten  him  with  the  same  icivility,  but  he 
good  humoaiedlj  put  liiem  aside,  aaying, 
^  Tbmie,  ^u  imps  ef  darkness,  kiss  the  j^oong^- 
ster,  and  leave  me  akme,"  They  totck  him  at 
his  word ;  I  was  immediately  sunounded,  and 
reoei^^ed  a  double  salute  from  each  of  them. 

in^ile  the  Captain  went  to  pay  a  visit  to  his 
friend,  who  was  one  of  the  first  meidiants  in 
tibe  town,  I  wandered  abont  seeking  something 
to  admiie,  bat  did  not  succeed.  The  town  itself 
is  not  worth  a  moment's  notiee :  there  is  a  good 
market-^lace,  which  is  well  stocked,  and  in  it  I 
learned  that  which  Ic^erwards  foimd  of  semce. 
When  you  purchase  guinea  fowls  be  sure  to 
look  wdl  to  the  &8teningB  about  their  legs,  as 
the  sable  venders  are  apt  to  cut  them  pardy 
through,  so  that,  while  struggling,'the  birds  may 
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^  loose,  and  they  invariably  fly  home  again  : 
it  is  by  no  means  nnusual  to  see  the  same  ex- 
posed for  sale  a  seo(Xid  and  even  a  third  time. 
Captain  Herbert  took  me  with  him  to  dine 
widi  hns  fri^xl  the  merchant,  whom  we  left  eariy, 
as  he  was  eufiering  fiom  indkposition.  On  onr 
return  to  the  inn,  we  were  informed  there  was 
to  be  an  entertainment  given  in  the  next  street 
at  the  house  of  one  Samh  Ridiaids,  a  cele^ 
bmled  feshionable,  who  kept  an  hotel  pretty 
much  on  the  same  scale  as  the  one  in  which  we 
had  taken  up  our  quarters.  The  Captain  desired 
me  to  follow,  and  we  sallied  forth  to  the  pro- 
mised menymaking*  The  q>ort  had  aheady 
coimnenced ;  about  a  dozen  females,  of  every 
colour  excepting  green  and  dead  white,  were 
in  the  room,  dressed  out  in  that  tawdry  fiuahion 
you  would  have  found  in  London  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Monmouth  Street  There  were  but  few 
of  the  male  sex  yet  assembled ;  but  we  were 
informed  the  party  would  soon  be  augmented 
by  some  officers  belon^ng  to  a  man-of-war 
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which  was  at  anchor  in  the  bay*  We  had 
scarcely  time  to  finish  our  admiration  of  the 
taste  with  w!dch  the  ball-room  was  arrangedl^ 
when  these  gentlemen  made  their  appearance^ 
and  the  music  struck  up*  The  officers  chose 
their  partners^  the  senior  being  under  the 
necessity  of  dancing,  according  to  custom  (on 
which  much  stress  was  laid),  with  the  mistress 
of  ObQ  house.  Sarah  was  a  tall,  well-grown 
yfomsaxt  about  the  middle  age  for  Barbadoes, 
that  is,  about  twenty-six ;  she  rejoiced  in  a 
countenance  as  black  as  ink,  and  a  nose  like  a 
bottle  of  indian-rubber ;  she  was  attired  in  whit;e 
satin,  her  neck  ornamented  with  a  very  hand- 
some pearl  necklace  of  considerable  value — a 
gift,  perhaps,  of  some  admirer  in  her  younger 
days.  The  country-dances  commenced  to  the 
tune  of  "Jack's  alive,"  and  ofi^  they  went,  jig- 
ging away^  r^jardless  of  the  height  of  the 
thermometer,  whichstood,  at  least,  at  eighty-six 
in  the  coolest  place  before  they  began.  The 
band  was  quite  in  character  with  the  rest  of 
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the  assemUy :  it  consiflted  of  two  violins  and  a 
key  bugle.  The  first  fiddle  was  played  by  a 
bona  fiie  Barbadian  white  man  named  Tom- 
kins,  which  signifies  a  miserably-stunted,  Creole- 
looking  individual,  with  turnip  cheeks  and  a 
carrot  nose,  an  elongated  visage,  and  a  pair  of 
Uinking  eye^  the  sight  of  which  was  more 
thaif  half  obscured  by  a  superabundant  quan- 
tity of  bile  and  new  rum.  The  second  fiddle 
requires  but  little  commendation ;  he  rasped  all 
upon  one  string,  and  was  asleep  firom  the 
beginning  to  the  end.  The  performer  on  the 
sonorous  bugle  was  a  Uttle  fellow,  with  a  fiu» 
as  black  and  as  shining  as  a  soldier's  cartiidge- 
box  when  laboriously  polished  for  parade ;  his 
long  habit  of  blowing  had  given  him  a  very 
large  pair  of  convex  cheeks,  whilst  the  difficulty 
of  always  commanding  sufficient  wind  to  fill  his 
instrument  gave  him  a  decidedly  concave  sto- 
madL  He  was  past  the  meridian  of  a  tropical 
youth,  therefore  his  hair  and  beard,  which  he 
wore  long,  were  perfectly  white.     The  fine  ear 
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of  this  interesting  musician  hiul  rendered  him 
irascible;  his  soul  was  in  his  hom^  for  when 
any  of  the  dancers  stepped  contrary  to  the 
time  which  the  music  indicated^  he  would  sum- 
mon  all  his  breath  and  send  forth  such  a  blast 
at  the  beginning  of  a  bar  as  would  most  cer- 
tainly startle  tod  discompose  the  offender^  if  it 
had  not  the  effect  of  putting  him  right  ^Aiter 
the  dance  had  continued  for  some  time,  and  the 
tune  had  been  changed  to  the  **  Devil  among 
the  tailors,"  the  tallow  candles,  which  were 
placed  in  a  ^chandelier  made  of  an  iron  hoop, 
and  suspended  by  a  cord  from  the  ceiling, 
began  to  melt,  and  distributed  their  unsavoury 
droppings  over  the  dresses  of  the  ladies,  and 
the  uniforms  of  the  male  votaries  of  Terpsi- 
chore. The  first  dance  being  concluded,  sable 
Sarah,  the  divinity  of  the  evening,  went  round 
to  each  of  the  gentlemen  in  succession,  to  make 
a  collection ;  and  she  failed  not,  as  scarcely  one 
among  those  who  observed  the  silver  dish 
within  an  inch  of  hid  nose  declined  to  contri- 
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byte,  a  few  I  saw  to  the  extent  of  sevenil 
doUars. 

Just  88  the  festivities  were  about  to  be 
lesumed,  an  occorrence  took  place  wbich 
t^ieateued  to  mar  all  the  i^rt  of  Ae  evexdng. 
The  moUMo  pnnapdk  was  yeiy  pitnid/and  had 
aa  immense  ofxinion  of  himself,  and  a  young 
midshipman  had  to  feel  the  we%ht  of  his  wralh 
and  indignation.  Being  anxious  to  commence 
dancing,  and  having  his  patience  exhausted  by 
the  desperate  length  of  time  whidb  tlie  musi- 
cian took  to  get  his  instrument  in  order,  the 
kd  called  out,  ''Come,  Tomkins,  strike  upT 
The  words  were  no  soioner  uttered  than  the 
fiddler  jumped  up  from  his  seat,  then  drawing 
his  miserable  body  to  its  fiiii  height,  (under 
five  feet,)  he  glanced  at  the  mid^pman  a  look 
of  the  most  ineffable  disdain,  and  exclaimed, 
whik  his  nose  wm  tamed  up  hig^  in  air, 
*' Tomkins  1  Tomkins  I-.— who  you  call  Tom- 
kins?  tink  I  hab  no  handle  to  my  name? 
il/»^  Tomkins,  you  please.  Sir,  or  no  music  fbt 
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you,  young  gentiemaiL''  A  greenhorn  of  an 
ensign,  who  had  recently  come  fix>m  the  Depoti 
advanced  to  have  the  honour  of  unmediately 
kicking  Mr.  Tomkins,  fiddle  and  aU,  into  the 
street,  but  was  restrained  by  others  in  the  room 
who  had  been  better  used  to  treat  with  con- 
tempt those  impotent  effervescences  of  pride 
firom  Creole  pepper-pots. 

Between  the  dances,  I  could  not  help  ad- 
miring  the  personal  attractions  of  the  ladie& 
There  were  a  couple,  who,  I  suppose,  were 
sisters:  their  &ces  were  two  removes  on  the 
white  side  of  black;  they  were  dressed  out. in 
yellow  silk,  flounced  beyond  discretion,  the  legs 
being  shewn  high  enough  for  the  calves  of  them 
to  be  seen,  had  any  one  received  a  hint  to  look 
in  the  proper  place  for  them.  These  ladies 
had  theirs,  like  most  others  of  their  country- 
women, on  their  shins ;  their  feet  were  enclosed 
in  lemon-coloured  slippers,  and  a  pink  silk 
stocking  covered  a  leg  the  symmetry  of  which 
has  just  been  described.    They  strutted  up  and 
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down  the  room,  dispensing  their  smiles  alike  to 
those  known  and  unknown,  while,  for  the  sake 
of  decorum,  thej  had  for  supervisor  an  old, 
fat,  lynx-eyed,  mercenaiy  mother:  these,  from 
their  appearance,  were  no  more  than  a  lament- 
able sample  of  perambulating  forbidden  fruit 

Finding  the  room  somewhat  oppressive.  Cap- 
tain Herbert  declined  the  invitation  of  the  lady 
hostess  to  mingle  in  the  mazy  dance,  saying,  as 
an  excuse,  "  No,  Sally,  I  had  rather  not  I  do 
not  think  I  am  a  figure  for  the  part ;  there  is 
not  much  of  the  D'E^iUe  about  me,  excepting 
in  the  size." 

"  'Sense  me.  Sir,"  replied  the  hostess,  "you 
berry  nice  fi^er,  'spose  you  only  tink  so ;  you 
like  to  walk  in  card-room,  den,  p'raps  ?" 

"Oh,  anything  to  oblige  you,"  replied  the 
Captain. 

"  Your  young  friend  go  wid  you,  I  hope  ? 
Pray,  Sir,  what  him  name  ?" 

"His  name!  oh,  why,  let  me  see,  ay,  his 
name  is ^Mr.  Quill. ' ' 


140  TfflS  SA0CY  JACX. 

^'Massa  Squill,  'spose  you  make  two,  I  goget 
anpder  and  come  play  rub  a  dub  dub  along 
wid  you.  Caroline,  you  nigger,  where  de 
cards  and  de  lights?  cards  always  best  when 
people  don't  dance  genteel,  and  de  night  be 
lilly  wajm  too." 

**  Why,  really.  Miss  Richards,  you  do  per- 
spire Day  and  Martin's  blacking,"  said  I.  This 
unfortunate  observation  procured  me  a  violent 
box  on  the  ear  &om  the  o£Pended  lady  for  my 
excessive  vulgarity  at  a  dignity  ball.  I  bore  the 
well-deserved  punishment  of  my  fault  without 
even  a  murmur,  only  making  a  bow,  expressive 
at  once  of  a  receipt  and  an  apology. 

We  sat  down  to  whist,  but  veith  only  one 
pack  of  cards,  llie  Captain  and  I  were  to  play 
togedier  against  our  hostess  and  a  female  friend: 
we  remonstrated  against  this  breach  of  eti<^ 
quettey  but  were  informed  *^  'twas  de  custom  of 
de  house."  At  the  very  first  hand  the  adver- 
saries scored  nine,  having  the  four  honours,  and 
getting    five  by  cards.     Sally  Richards  then 
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made  a  speech  which  appeared  to  our  sim- 
fdieity  somewhat  extraordiBary.  ^^  Gentle- 
men^"  said  she>  '4t  is  custom  of  de  house,  to 
jday  ebbery  game  for  bowl  of  sangaree.'* 

''  The  devil,  good  Mrs.  Sally,"  the  Captain 
somewhat  sharply  replied;  ^^you  must  mean 
the  rubber  surely  ?" 

^^No,  Sir,  de  game»  ^r;  'tis  custom  of  de 
house." 

**  Very  well,  for  the  bowl  of  saugaree  be  it 
then ;  but  let  me  recommend  to  you,  SaUy,  that 
in  straining  the  custom  of  your  house  too  far 
you  do  not  lose  your  house's  custom." 

The  stake  being  agreed  upon,  it  became  my 
turn  to  deal ;  I  turned  up  a  king,  the  adver- 
sary led,  and  we  were  winning  the  tricks  very 
fiist.  Sally's  partus  had  renounced  trumps, 
and^she  well  knew  we  had  the  four  honours  in 
our  turn;  her  &ce  assumed  a  very  different 
expresdiCHif  and  her  tone  changed  to  an  unusual 
mA  i^tifiil  drawL  *^  Dear  me  1"  said  she  ; 
"  nebber  saw  such  ting,  really  for  true,,  nebber. 
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**  Mrs.  Gray,"  continued  our  mortified  hostess, 
addressing  her  partner,  whose  countenance  was 
in  deep  mourning,  "  what  debbil  you  at,  you 
no  play  to-night ;  why,  you  no  win  trick  ?" 
Mrs.  Gray  looked  consternation,  threw  up  the 
whites  of  her  eyes,  and  the  game  was  lost ;  the 
Captain  and  I  won  it  at  a  hand. 

**Now,  Sally,"  said  Herbert,  laughing,  "come, 
comply  with  the  custom  of  the  house." 

"  Oh,  sure.  Sir,"  answered  Sally,  and  calling 
to  her  attendant,  she  said,  "Caroline,  you  nig- 
ger, get  bottle  of  Madeira  and  nutmegs.  Why 
you  no  make  haste  ?"  then  raising  her  voice,  she 
added,  "  I  tink  you  hab  lost  the  keys  I"  The 
waiting-maid  had,  to  all  appearance,  been  used 
to  this  subterfuge,  and  took  the  latter  part  of 
the  observation  of  her  mistress  as  a  hint,  for  no 
wine  was  forthcoming.  SaUy  sat  for  a  short 
time  in  silence,  and  then  addressed  the  Captain. 
"Perhaps,  Sir,  you  would  prefer  a  porter-cup?" 

"  Confound  your  porter-cup,  Sally,  you  may 
keep  it  to  yourself,"  shouted  the  Captain. 
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'*  Oh,  la  I  you  berry  rude,  Sir ;  you  forget  how 
to  behave  to  ladies ;  we  no  stop  in  your  com- 
pany. Come,  Mrs.  Gray,  we  leave  these  rude 
people ;" — so  saying,  without  condescending  to 
vouchsafe  us  a  single  look,  they  walked  arm  in 
arm  out  of  the  room,  leaving  us  by  ourselves, 
nor  could  we  manage  to  extract  either  wine  or 
explanation  from  either  party. 

Being  desirous  to  have  as  much  fun  as  I 
could  for  my  money,  I  singled  out  a  partner  for 
the  dance,  and  making  my  best  bow,  I  offered 
her  my  hand.  I  was  a  little  disconcerted  at  my 
reception,  as  the  object  of  my  choice  tossed  her 
head  in  the  air  with  the  most  insufferable  pride, 
and  with  a  look  expressive  of  the  utmost  dis- 
gust, exclaimed — *^  Sir,  where  you  glub  ?"  I  had 
forgotten  my  gloves  at  the  moment,  and  began 
to  feel  in  my  pockets,  but  was  not  in  time  to 
escape  the  burst  of  her  indignation.  ^^  Sure, 
Sir,"  said  the  damsel,  with  a  loud  voice,  "  you 
hab  left  your  manners  in  England :  take  lady 
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by  de  hand  widout  yon  glub  may  do  dere,  in  you 
paltry  country,  but  he  no  do  here,  Sir;  put  you 
glub  on,  or  quit  de  presence  ;  nebber  see  de 
Uke,  ohi  lal  faugh  I" 

About  one  o'clock  supper  was  announced,  to 
which  as  many  as  could  find  room  sat  down, 
heartily  tired^  in  great  heat,  and  without  appe- 
tite. In  providing  this  meal  thete  was  by  no 
means  an  elegant  scarcity ;  not  an  inch  6f  the 
table-cloth  was  to  be  seen.  The  most  incon-^ 
gruous  articles  appe^:ed  on  the  most  intimate 
looting :  at  one  comer,  a  ham  saluting  blancher 
mange ;  at  another,  a  jelly  in  the  immediate 
vicixiity  of  a  huge  piece  of  double  Gloucester 
cheese ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  table,  a 
towering  salver  of  whip  syllabubs  with  wine  at 
the  bottom  of  them :  a  huge  turkey  likewise 
graced  the  board,  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  man-of-war  to  carve, — he, 
being  but  moderately  dulled  in  anatomy,  and 
besides   no    Hercules^  hacked,  g^nnned,    and 
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laboured  in  vain,  until  his  next-door  ne^hbour 
proposed  to  assist  him;  this  offer  being  ac- 
cepted, they  drew  their  naval  dirks  from  the 
sheaths,  and  by  main  force  supplied  the  plates 
of  the  guests. 

The  following  specimen  will  shew  that  the 
dignity  baQ  and  supper  room  contained  a  mixed 
company.  A  rough  and  uncultivated  fellow, 
whQ^  as  I  understood,  was  a  merchant  in  a  small 
way  in  the  town,  stepped  up  to  one  who  was 
richer  and  moving  in  a  higher  circle  than  him- 
sell^  and  thus  addressed  him :  "  Good  evening, 
Mr.  C— ,  what's  the  news?"  "Why,"  an- 
swered C — f  "  if  you  do  not  take  up  that  dis- 
honoured acceptance  of  yours  that  lies  at  my 
office  before  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  I  will 
send  the  marshal  after  you,  and  tkafs  the 
news."^ 

A  noisy  hour  followed,  until  the  cry  of  more 
wine,  more  wine,  warned  the  hostess  that  the 
time  for  repose  had  arrived:  her  quitting  the 

VOL.  I.  H 
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table  and  making  a  low  courtesy  to  her  guests 
were  the  signals  for  retreat 

The  green-eyed  monster^  jealousy^  was  at 
Barbadoes,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  which  caused  a  strong  spirit  of  rivalry 
to  manifest  itself  between  our  hostess  of  the 
dignity  and  a  landlady  of  nearly  the  same 
calibre,  named  Betsy  Clarke.  Never  was  the 
old  adage  of  ^'  two  of  a  trade  can  never  agree" 
more  amply  veniied.  This  rival^  who  lived 
opposite,  &ncied  her  popularity  and  interest 
exceeded  that  of  Miss  Sally  Richards,  there-^ 
fore  had  given  notice  of  a  dignity  ball  at  her 
house  on  the  same  evening,  had  issued  cards  of 
invitation  as  the  other  had  done,  and  had  taken 
into  her  intended  assembly  the  usual  number  of 
the  softer  sex;  but  the  officers  had  determined 
to  disappoint  her.  Her  tip-top  spirits  gra« 
dually  descended  to  her  shoes  as  she  observed 
the  gentlemen  and  others,  one  and  all,  enter 
her  rival's  house ;  and  when  the  ii^usic  struck 
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up^  and  she  found  herself  totally  deserted^ 
the  mortification  was  too  great  to  be  borne. 
Poor  Betsy  Clarke  £sdnted  away  in  the  arms 
of  her  ittendaat  nymphs,  exclaiming  in  a  tone 
of  despair^  "  Oh,  la  !  I  ruin  1 — ^here,  I  buy 
two  turkey  and  a  ham,  and  no  hab  nebber 
a  man." 
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CHAPTER  X. 


*'  When  I  received  my  ship's  pay,  'twas  seven  score  pounds 
in  gold,   ^ 
I  tipt  it  all  into  my  hat,  as  full  as  it  would  hold  ; 
1  rattled  it  along,  through  thick  and  through  throng ; 
My  landlady  called  for  liquor,  ding  dong ; 
It*s  my  money,  glittering  money,  flies  like  the  dust  on  a 
summer's  day."  Old  Sono. 

During  the  time  Captain  Herbert  had  been  on 
shore,  Mr.  Winstanley  Uterally  obeyed  the 
orders  he  had  received  to  stand  off  and  on 
between  the  islands  of  Barbadoes  and  Saint 
Lucie.  Like  most  other  young  men  when 
left  to  their  own  control,  Mr.  Winstanley 
shewed  that  his  head  was  not  upon  old  shoul- 
ders ;  he  sincerely  wished  that  a  chance  might 
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occur  from  which  he  might  individually  distin- 
guiish  himself  during  the  absence  of  his  Cap- 
tain. The  second  night  had  passed  since  he 
had  been  in  charge  of  the  ship,  and  the  orders 
he  had  received  required  him  to  place  the 
Saucy  Jack  on  the  same  spot  where  the  Cap- 
tain had  left  her,  on  the  fourth  morning  at 
daylight 

The  two  oflScers,  Winstanley  and  Grafton, 
had  been  walking  the  deck  for  some  time  during 
the  first  watch,  when  the  former  observed, 
"  Grafton,  my  good  fellow,  I  wish  our  Captain 
was  again  on  board,  or  else  I  had  command  of 
the  ship ;  it  is  a  sad  nuisance  having  our  hands 
tied  in  this  manner— whfle  he  was  with  us,  we 
were  always  expecting  that  something  would 
turn  up— while  he  is  absent,  we  dare  not 
attempt  anything.  Now,  what  would  the  Cap* 
tain  say  if  we  did  some  good  service  J^efore  he 
returned  on  board.  We  ought  to  make  sail  when 
the  breeze  blows,  and  there  you  see  is  the 
difference  between  the  Saucy  Jack  and  a  man-o£* 
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war.  Our  privateer  iaih  as  good  order,  perhaps, 
for  fighting,  discipline,  and  appearance,  as  any 
fiigiMte  of  them  all ;  bat  if  tlie  Saucy  Jack 
were  a  man-o&war,  we,  holding  the  situations 
we  at  present  have  in  her,  would  have  some 
rank  in  society  for  life ;  as  it  is,  only  suppose 
for  a  moment  our  good  ship  wrecked,  foun- 
dered,  or  burnt,  (our  Captain  says  she  is  never 
;to  be  taken,)  and  where  should  we  be  ?** 

**  Why,  on  dry  land  once  more,  I  hope,"  said 
Grafton ;  **  I  have  never  served  in  a  man-of-war, 
and  I  have  no  desire  to  do  so,  for  I  hate  the 
very  name  of  one,  I  served  my  time  out  of 
Bristol  in  the  old  ^Pusey  Hall,'  a  ship  whose 
owners  have  been  known  there  for  years.  Have 
you,  Winstanley,  ever  served  the  king  at  sea?*' 

"  I  have,"  replied  Winstanley,  **  but  I  do  not 
wish  it  to  be  known  on  board  of  this  vessel, 
among  such  a  set  of  fellows  as  we  have,  who 
are  in  constant  dread  of  being  pressed,  and 
might  possibly  fancy  that  I  would  betray  them  ; 
for  that  reason  I  have  not  even  mentioned  it  to 
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you.  There  go  five  bells — ^it  is  too  late  to 
attempt  going  through  all  the  trouble  and  the 
little  good  I  got  by  serving  his  Majesty  ;  but  I 
will;  if  you  like^  just  to  pass  the  time,  give  you 
some  idea  of  what  usually  takes  place  on  board 
an  English  line-of-battle  ship  when  she  is  on 
her  return  home  to  be  put  out  of  commission^ 
just  as  the  Hippopotamus  was,  when  the  last 
peace  was  signed,  which  Lord  Nelson  said 
would  never  last  two  years,  and  you  see  no 
more  it  has.      Will  you  have  the  story  ?" 

Ay,   and  thank  you  too,"    said    Grafton, 

for  I  feel  half  asleep  with  this  dogging  off- 
and-on  work.  I  never  knew  any  good  of  your 
long  pendants,  holystones,  and  cats-o'-'uine- 
tails,  with  seizing  up  at  the  gangway,  and  cut- 
ting the  flesh  from  a  poor  devil's  back — ^not  I ; 
hard  work  and  s<»ne  stormy  experience  I  have 
had  in  my  time,  and  I  do  not  regret  it" 

^^No  more  do  I  the  experience  I  have 
earned  and  the  hard  service  I  have  seen  while 
midshipman  in  the  navy ;  for  I  never  rose  any 
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higher/'  replied  Winstanley ;  '^and  belieYa  me^ 
Grafton,  you  are  totally  wrong  as  to  ill-usage^ 
and  in  general  as  to  too  much  work.  I  can  teli 
you^  but  of  course  between  oursel¥e%  that  our 
vagabond  Jacks  in  this  ship  go  through  twice 
the  work  without  grumbling  of  their  own  ao« 
cord  than  they  would  be  called  to  do  on  boazd  a 
man-of-war  from  terror  of  the  cat,  as  you  ai« 
pleased  to  observe :  few  men  are  puniahed  but 
those  who  deserve  it;  and  a  downright  good 
seaman,  who  knows  and  will  do  his  duty  soberly 
and  fidthftilly,  is  no  more  in  dsmger  of  being 
flowed  than  either  you  or  me.** 

'^  Let  us  leave  the  subject  altogether,  for  we' 
never  shall  agree  upon  it,"  rejoined  Grafton ;  '^you 
have  got  your  jawing  tacks  on  board  in  &Lvaat 
of  the  king's  ships  to-night,  and  if  you  do 
not  begin  directly,  my  watch  will  be  out 
before  I  have  time  to  hear  what  else  you  have 
to  say." 

The  two  young  men  leaned  over  the  ham- 
mock railings   to    windward^    and   while  the 
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Saucy  'Jack  went  slowly  through  the  water 
under  easy  saily  Winstanley  related  the  follow- 
ing to  his  messmate  and  fiiend  : — 

^  *  Foretop**masthead  there/  shouted  a  voice 
bom  the  quarterdeck  of  a  line-of-battle  ship 
which  was  running  up  channel  under  a  press 
of  sail;  ^Sir^'  was  the  reply  of  a  muffled-up 
seaman,  who  was  seated  on  the  lee  cross-tree. 
'Do  you  see  the  land,  or  are  you  asleep,  you 
tinker?'  *No,  Sir,*  answered  the  look-out 
man,  who  was  more  asleep  than  awake.  '  Then, 
Mr.  Winstanley,  go  you  to  the  mast  head,'  con- 
tinued the  officer  of  the  watch,  'and  take  a 
ghfis  with  you:  be  sure  you  see  the  land 
quiddy,  because  you  need  not  come  down  until 
ytjiadxk*  '  Cold  comfort  that,'  growled  I,  as  I 
moulded  the  nudn-rigging :  '  here  am  I  to  be 
kept  up  aloft  this  damp  morning,  because  the 
Captain  and  the  master,  who  are  snoring  in 
their  cots,  cannot  keep  the  ship's  reckoning 
correctly ;  but  neyer  mind^  it  will  be  my  turn 
soon :  I  am  going  to  pass  my  examination,  and 
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they  will  promote  me,  I  hope^  when  we  are  paid 
off.  Delusive  hope  I  I  was  mad  to  e:q)ectit9  for 
I  had  no  interest  On  calm  reflection  I  thought 
to  myself  *  it  will  be  a  long  time,  my  yotiiig 
enthusiast,  before  you  will  change  the  weekly 
account  for  the  wash  boards ;  and  unless  you  can 
find  a  powerful  friend  to  back  you,  who  is  able 
to  return  a  quid  pro  quo,  the  cockpit  or  the 
steerage  will  continue  to  be  your  j^bce  of 
habitation/ 

**  A  cold  but  seasonable  morning  thi^  broke 
on  his  Majesty's  ship  Hippopotamus,  on  her 
return  bom  foreign  service :  she  was  under 
orders  for  Portsmouth,  to  be  paid  off. 

^  The  land  was  discovered  broad  on  the  l«r-* 
board  bow,  and  it  was  viewed  with  different 
feelings  by  the  parties  on  board.  Senioret 
prioreSf  we  will  begin  with  the  Captain." 

"I  beg  pardon  for  interrupting  you,*'  said 
Grafton,  "but  tell  me,  Winstanley,  since  you 
are  so  fond  of  quoting  Latin,  where  the  devil 
did  you  pick  it  up  ?" 
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"  Confound  your  nonsense,''  replied  Win- 
s^^snley,  ^' jour  question  is  easily  answered — ^my 
fither  Uved  in  die  same  street  with  a  Roman- 
catholic  priest." 

^^  That  accounts  for  it  at  once,"  said  Grrafton ; 
''  go  on." 

"  Where  was  I  ?  you  have  put  me  out," 
grumbled  the  chief  officer;  ** Oh,  I  recollect,  it 
was  about  the  Captain.  Well ;  the  Ci^tain 
had  ill  humour  and  discontent  in  his  conn* 
tenance:  his  ship  was  to  be  paid  off;  be  was 
even  now  tottering  on  big  throne;  his  power 
was  to  be  taken  from  him.  A  change  of  admi- 
nistration had  likewise  taken  place  since  he  had 
been  appointed  to  his  present  command,  and 
his  patron  now  figured  as  one  of  the  most  vio- 
lent leaders  of  the  opposition ;  not  the  slightest 
chance,  therefore,  of  pother  ship — ^half-pay 
was  his  doom  to  a  certainty — he  might  send 
his  cocked-hat  and  epaulettes  to  his  uncle's  fbr 
all  the  fiiture  good  they  would  be  to  him.  He 
had  further  cause  for  being  displeased — as  the 
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packet  had  Bailed  firom  the  last  port  visited  by 
the  Hippopotamus  two  days  before  her  arrival, 
and  had  shipped  for  England  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  on  merchants'  account^  which 
he  expected  would  have  been  placed  on  board 
of  his  ship  and  yielded  him  a  decent  per<-€en- 
tage  to  cany  into  retirement. 

^^The  senior  and  junior  lieutenants  were 
paci])g  fore  and  aft  on  the  quarterdeck.  The^e 
(Officers  were  on  very  good  terms  with  eac^ 
other ;  the  junior  had  the  good  sense  to  look 
up  to,  and  appreciate  the  advice  o^  his  elder 
and  more  experienced  messmate ;  and  although 
the  son  of  a  peer,  andas  such  on  the  high  road 
to  promotion,  he  did  not  give  himself  those  tm 
too  commonly  assumed  by  fortune's  favourite^ 
and  presume  on  his  ^honourable'  name,  which 
he  knew  was  allowed  by  courtesy  only,  without 
bis  having  any  claim  to  such  a  title  from  indi- 
vidual merit. 

^*  ^  Have  you  no  h<^  of  getting  made  com* 
mander,  my  good  friend  Gasket?'  inquired  the 
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Honourable  Lieutenant  Cravenswood  of  his 
senior  officer.  'I  ^ish  I  did  not  want  my 
fiitiier's  powerM  interest  with  the  first  lord  for 
myself^  I  am  sure  I  would  ask  it  for  you«  It  is 
really  too  bad ;  you  have  now  been  on  the  list 
of  lieutenantB  for  twenty-three  years,  and  wUl 
have  to  return  on  half-pay  no  richer  than  when 
you  left  your  home.' 

"*True,*  replied  Gasket,  *I  have  nothing 
else  to  expect  indeed;  but  there  is  one  comfort 
lefty  which  is,  I  shall  receive  an  addition  to  my 
half«pay  if  I  live,  and  that  will  help  to  boil  the 
pot;  and  if  I  die,  I  shall  not  want  it,  you  know. 
I  must  give  up  going  to  sea,  and  growl  away 
Ae  remainder  of  my  life  on  shore ;  for  I  find  I 
am  getting  too  old  to  be  dictated  to  on  every 
subject  by  those  who  are  no  wiser,  and  much 
younger,  than  myself;  and  to  put  up  quietly 
with  bad  tempers,  without  deriving  any  advan«- 
tage,  is  a  great  inconvenience ;  I  will  therefore 
cease  to  hope  for  advancement,  and  leave  the 
field,  or  the  ocean  I  should  say,  to  younger 
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fellows  like  yourael^  whose  &ther8  w^re  born 
to  be  of  service  to  them*' 

''While  this  conversation  was  being  carried 
on  to  windward^  two  young  scapegrace  aoid* 
shipmen  were  chattering  away  merrily  on  ths 
lee«side  of  the  quarterdeck*  '  Well^  Geoige^' 
said  the  elder,  'what  will  you  do  when  we  get 
into  Portsmouth?'  'Why,'  replied  the  youngs 
ster,  'the  first  thing  I  shall  do  will  be  to  buy  a 
loaf  of  soft  tack  and  a  lump  of  fi^esh  butter, 
and  have  a  good  blow  out*  What  will  you  do, 
Ned?'  'Who I  mel  why  I  have  written  to 
my  &ther  a  long  letter  to  tell  him  we  have 
arrived,  and  I  shall  get  somebody  to  put  it 
in  the  post-office  when  we  get  in.  I  have 
asked  him  to  send  me  some  money  by  return 
of  post ;  if  he  does,  I  shall  get  leave  to  go 
on  shore,  and  I  vrill  have  a  cruise  as  long  as  it 
wiUlast' 

>'The  ship  was  scarcely  anchored  at  Spit*- 
head  when  she  was  surrounded  by  numerous 
wherries^  filled  with  people  who  endeavoured  to 
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make  their  way  on  board.  Jew  jostled  Chris* 
tian^  and  Christian  jostled  JeW^ — all  the  good 
thxDgB  the  town  of  Portsmouth  could  supply 
changed  places  with  pearcoffee;  seap-pies,  lob* 
seouse,  and  salt  junk.  The  bum-boat  women, 
who  were  seated  in  the  stem  sheets  of  their 
Well-appointed  wherriesj  blocked  up  with  legs 
o£  mutton,  pounds  of  butter,  quartern  loaves, 
beef  sausages,  and  cadks  of  porter,  anxiously 
endeaToured  to  obtain  the  prefeteUce.  A  bum- 
boat  woman  is  generally  a  character ;  and  to  be 
a  genmne  species  of  her  tribe  she  should  not 
weigh  less  than  fourteen  stone :  the  nearer  she 
i^proaches  to  sixteen  the  greater  her  originality. 
She  has  been  a  fresh-coloured  pretty  girl,  with 
good  teeth,  much  chat,  and  more  assurance, 
Mid  has  in  her  time  captivated  the  heart  of  more 
than  one  officer ;  this  she  knows  well  how  to 
turn  to  her  own  advantage.  The  remains  of 
beauty  are  still  to  be  seen  in  her  complexion 
and  good  humoured  face,  which  is  generally 
improved  by  the   effects  of   the    sea  breeze. 
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Her  boat  is  smalls  and  her  stock  of  goods  en-* 
tirelj  fills  it;  ixnleed^  when  the  weather  is 
squally,  some  extra  management  is  necessary 
before  leaving  the  shore.       It  is  then  a  mane 

"  There  you  go  with  more  foreign  Kngo  ! 
why  can't  you  be  satisfied  with  the  king^s 
English  r  interrupted  Grafton. 

<'  Pooh!  how  particular  yon  are;  how  can 
one  person  help  being  more  clever  than  another  ? 
if  you  don't  understand  what  I  say,  I  will  ex- 
plain ;  but  if  you  do,  hold  your  tongue  and  let 
me  tdl  my  story  in  my  own  styl^"  replied  thcf 
narrator,  with  some  asperi^. 

^*  Well,  don't  be  cross,  but  fire  away ;  I  won't 
interrupt  you  any  more  unless  you  break  out 
with  Greek  or  high  Dutch ;  I  shan't  be  able  to 
swallow  that,"  rejoined  his  tormentor. 

^<  It  is  then  quite  necessary  that  the  &t  &ir  one 
should  first  occupy  her  place  in  the  boat,  which 
naturally  becomes  considerably  by  the  stem: 
to  counterbalance    this,  a    cask  of  porter  is 
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sto^^d  away  fiwward^  to  bring  the  boat,  as  it  id- 
iuteDded  to  do  the  purchasers,  by  the  head ; 
then  the  joints  of  meat,  loaves  of  bread,  and 
other  good  things,  are  packed  near  their  mis- 
tress, and  made  all  snug,  to  be  in  perfect  trim 
when  the  waterman  has  taken  his  seat  Thus 
amoged,  she  contrives  to  be  on  board  every 
morning  before  eight  o'clock,  at  which  time 
the  ship's  company  have  need  of  her  wares  to 
assist  burnishing  their  break&st 

^To  be  mistress  of  her  art,  she  ought  to  be  as 
pesfect  as  Cramer  or  Braham  in  the  knowledge 
of  flats  and  sharps,  and  have  a  capital  ear  for 
music  in  the  sound  of  a  guinea ;  liberal  when 
she  is  sure  of  being  profitably  repaid,  cold  as 
charily  when  that  desirable  end  is  in  any  way 
doabtfiiL  She  should  have  a  smile  like  a 
cherubim,  and  an  eye  like  a  hawk,  to  enable 
her  to  look  into  the  heart  of  the  party  she  is 
about  to  trust,  yet  be  able  to  give  tick  with  a 
good  grace  and  afiability  of  manner,  so  as  to 
make  you  believe  all  reasonable  doubt  of  you  is 
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a  Stranger  to  her  soqL  All  these  qualities  will 
not  constitute  perfection  imlesB.  she  be  well 
skilled  in  the  contraband  trade,  and  can  smu^le 
spirits  on  board  to^  the  sailors,  and  cigars 
and  silks  on  shore  for  the  officers. 

^*  The  smu^ling  of  spirits  is  indeed  carried 
on  to  a  great  extent,  and  plentifully  dis^ 
tributed  among  the  men,  in  spite  of  every 
precaution.  The  coxswain  was  caught  in  the 
&ct :  returning,  after  putting  the  Captain  .on 
shore,  he  mounted  the  gangway  with  the  cloak- 
bag  on  his  shoulder;  the  ship's  corporal  pressed 
the  bag  with  his  hand,  and  felt  something 
elastic ;  a  search  took  place,  and  a  bladder  con- 
taining rum  was  brought  to  light  Mr,  Gasket 
izomediately  seized  it,  and  holding  it  over  the 
gangway,  plunged  his  dirk  into  the  bladder, 
suffering  the  contents  to  ooze  outand  mix  with  the 
salt  water  alongside.  Several  of  the  seamen  who 
had  been  in  the  secret,  and  expected  to  have  par- 
taken of  the  darling  liquor,  were  observed  to 
exhibit  a  considerable  length  of  countenance 


THS  BAUCY    JACK.  163 

while  the  ckMik-bag  was  undei^ing  the  search ; 
but  when  the  dirk  was  plunged  mto  the  bladder, 
the  mterjection  Ah  1  bounded  loud  fix>m  several 
mouths  at  once :  had  the  weapon  been  struck 
into  the  breast  of  one  of  the  seamen,  so  much 
sympathy  would  scarcely  have  been  manifested ; 
it  was,  in  their  opinion,  the  greatest  act  of 
tyranny  an  officer  could  be  guilty  of.  This 
untoward  discovery  had  not  the  eflTect  of  putting 
a  stop  to  the  jollification  between  decks ;  for, 
like  Shakspeare's  Antonio,  Jack  had  more  than 
one  argosy  ventinred  on  the  ocean,  and  all  did 
not  miscarry. 

*'  While  this  was  going  on  among  the  men, 
the  officers  were  likewise  enjoying  themselves, 
but,  it  is  hoped,  in  a  more  rational  manner. 
The  lieutenants  are  (or  ought  to  be)  more 
polished  than  their  inferiors  in  the  midship- 
man's berth.  They  expressed  their  feelings  in 
such  songs  as,  *  For  England  when  with  favour- 
ing gale,*  or  ^  Blow  high,  blow  low ;'  but  the 
uproarious  cockpit  rung  with  the  following  ditty, 
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shouted  forth  by  the  united  efforts  of  several 
tenot  and  counter-tenor  voices  at  once,  the 
mate  of  the  orlop  deck  coming  in  out  of  time 
with  a  growling  unsuitable  bass.  Oneve^sewiU 
suffice  for  a  sample : — 

'  Brother  tars,  have  you  heard  of  the  news? 
It  is  peace  both  by  land  and  by  sea ; 
Great  guns  do  more  we  shall  use, 
But  it's  all  discharged  we  shall  be, 

Sing  tally  heigho  you  know/ 

^'  Like  all  sailors'  son^^  there  are  more  verses 
t!han  wit,  and  I  n\yst  just  n^iention  the  last  one 
of  this  fiivourite  chant : — 

'  Says  the  cook,  111  go  to  some  fair, 

And  there  I  will  sell  all  my  fot. 
Says  Jack  Tar,  if  I  catch  you  there, 

Blow  me  but  I'll  pay  you  for  that ; 
Por  don't  you  remember  one  day, 

OuF  topsail  sheets  and  our  ties 
They  all  stuck  fast  in  the  blocks. 

For  the  want  of  some  slush,  d — ^n  your  eyes/ 

*^  The  musical  powers  of  the  middies  beginning 
to  preponderate,  the  commanding  officer  de- 
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sired  the  master-at-arms  to  put  the  lights  out 
This  was  not  so  easily  done  as  said;  their 
inch  of  candle  seemed  a  '  Will  o'  the  Wisp ;' 
for  no  sooner  were  the  lights  reported  as  ex* 
tinguished  than  the  glimmering  was  again 
to  be  seen  through  the  crevices  of  the  locked 
door,  and  '  tally  heigho'  was  again  to  be  heard, 
though  somewhat  more  piano  than  before. 
'What  am  I  to  do  now.  Sir?  inquired  the  mas^ 
ter-at-arms,  *Why,  I  think  you  had  better 
let  them  Alone,  and  then  they  will  douse  the 
light  of  their  own  accord,'  replied  the  officer 
of  the  watch.  The  subordinate  had  already 
tasted  &om  the  cockpit  bottle,  and  hoped  to  do 
so  again,  therefore  cheerfiilly  bowed,  and  retired 
without  further  observation. 

"  The  day  for  paying  off  the  Hippopotamus 
came  at  last.  The  ceremony  is  the  same  in  every 
instance;  and,  as  I  am  sure,  Grafton,  there 
will  be  nothing  new  in  it  to  you,  I  will  not 
relate  it,  but  merely  observe,  that  Lieutenant 
Gasket  hauled  the  pendant  down,  and  the  ship 
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became  a  log  on  the  water ;  for  in  less  than  an 
hour  all  had  left  her^  except  the  warrant  offi- 
cers, who  are  not  mappropriately  termed,  ship'is 
husbands. 

**The  men  were  now  free — some  hundreds  of 
them  at  liberty  to  roam  where  they  pleased— 
their  pockets  loaded  with  several  years'  piay, 
and  the  streets  of  Portsmouth  were  speedily 
filled  with  riot,  intoxication,  and  disgusting 
revelry;  fiddles  playing,  men  and  women 
dancing  from  morning  until  night,  and  from 
night  until  morning;  the  whole  street  from 
Point  to  Sally  Port  in  a  state  of  uproar,  and  such 
disgracefol  scenes  taking  plaxse  more  than 
enough,  to  shock  the  ears  of  the  uninitiated. 

"  Amidst  all  this  conftision  the  peculiarity  of 
the  sailor's  character  is  sometimes  apparent. 
An  over-driven  ox  came  at  ftiU  trot  down  the 
street,  with  his  tfdl  hanging  over  to  his  right 
side ;  every  one  ran  as  &st  as  his  legs  could 
carry  him,  excepting  one  sailor,  and  he  was 
more  than  half-seas  over :    he  took  off  his  hat, 
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and  waving  it  towards  the  animal,  called  out — 
'  Shift  your  helm,  you  rascal,  why  don't  you 
shift  your  helm,  don't  you  see  you  will  be  on 
board  of  me  ?'  There  was  no  time  for  more 
before  Jack  was  in  the  mud ;  but  rising  leisurely, 
and  rubbing  his  elbow,  which  had  been  injured 
by  the  fidl,  he  halloed  out,  '  There,  you  lub- 
berly scoundrel,  I  told  you  how  it  would  be  ? 
'  ^^Freemark  £ur,  which  is  held  at  Portsmouth, 
took  place  at  this  time,  and  opened  an  ad^ 
ditional  sluice  from  Jack's  pocket  Drums, 
penny-trumpets,  wild  beasts,  shows,  and  gilt 
gingerbread,  are  all  good  in  their  turn ;  there 
was  everythmg  to  be  seen  from  Richardson's 
^ Love  and  Murder;  or,  the  Midnight  Assassin 
of  Bohemia,'  down  to  the  Hampdbire  hog ;  and 
Jack  must  enjoy  all  the  sport,  even  to  a  ride  on 
the  dromedary,  with  a  monkey  on  his  shoulder, 
to  the  music  of  a  tabor  and  pipe ;  not  only 
himself,  but  a  host  of  newly-found  friends  and 
acquaintance  in  his  suite,  all  drawing  their 
amusements  from  his  purse. 
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**  In  the  fair  there  was  a  very  corptikmt  tM 
woman,  who  kept  a  stall  which  was  loaded  Vidi 
sweetmeats  and  other  good  things,  mu(^h  too 
nice  to  be  withstood  by  a  little  sailoi^  bdy>  trhosi 
appetite  was  more  keen  than  his  con^ieiice ; 
he  had  no  money,  so  watched  imtil  the  old 
woman's  eye  was  turned  from  him,  then  bielpkig 
himself  to  a  quantity,  he  took  to  his  heels  dowti 
the  street;  he  had  been  observed,  and  awdy 
the  old  woman  went  aiter  him  in  chase ;  the 
wind  was  blowing  very  strong,  and  US  Ai^y 
ran  before  it,  the  clothes  of  the  old  woman  gavd 
her  so  great  an  advantage  that  the  boy  mui^ 
speedily  have  been  taken,  had  not  an  escperi- 
enced  sailor  who  was  enjoying  the  fun  called 
out,  *  Try  her  on  a  wind ;  why  don't  you  try 
her  on  a  wind  ?'  The  lad  understood  the  sea 
term,  and  doubling  round  a  stall  ran  directly 
the  opposite  way ;  upon  this  tack,  he  evidently 
increased  his  distance,  for  the  clothes  of  the 
enemy,  which  before  assisted,  now -kept  het 
back ;  so,  after  striving  against  the  wind  untH- 
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she  was  out  of  breathy  sh€  reluctantly  gave  over 
the  puBoit     That  which  tickled  my  fimcy  the 
most  was  observing  an  old  quarter-master,  who 
had  g^wn  grey  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
nearly  out  of  his  wits  for  joy  at  his  good  fortune^ 
or  something  else,  in  being  about  to  break  a 
bank  kept  by  a  woman  who  had  a  box  full  of 
didls  whidi  were  numbered  on  the  crowns  of 
their  heads  ;'the  old  fellow  had  found  the  right 
string,  and  almost  every  time  he  pulled,  number 
fifty  appeared^  to  the  dismay  of  the  female,  and 
rapture  of  the  old  sailor,   who  expressed  his 
delight  by  a  loud  laugh  intermixed  with  oaths^ 
His  jacket-pockets  were  crammed    fiill  with 
luisty  little  gingerbread  nuts,  yet  he  was  not 
content,  lor  he  continued  playing,  and  distri- 
buting his  gains  to  the  children  assembled  round 
him,  who  answered  his  generosity  by  repeated 
cheers;  and  each  time  the  largest  number  came 
to  his  share,  he  pulled  off  his  hat  and  joined 
them  in. the  shout;  when  I  left  him  he  was  in 
the  height  of  ecstasy. 

YOL.   I.  I 
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^^A  party  was  next  seen  cooung  down  the  street^ 
preceded  hy  a  blind  fiddler^  and  a  fellow  who 
made  a  noise  on  a  bagpipe  Uke  that  at  the  killing 
of fiftypigs.  Theie  were  women  too! — Qracieus 
powers  I  what  samples  of  the  fair  sex«  Thoy 
were  clad  in  white,  and  the  hats  of  the  sailers 
were  decorated  with  &vonrs>  several  hangers- 
on  to  the  party  heuig  similariy  hoopwed.  T^e 
maniacs  had  been  married^  and  were  on  their 
way  to  a  public  house  to  partake  of  a  previoualy 
ordered  wedding«»dinner,  whidb  may  b^  wortlqr 
a  description.  Let  me  recoUect  the  order  of 
the  table :  a  roasted  turkey  was  at  the  bead, 
a  boiled  turkey  was  at  the  foot  i  it  beijo^  sum- 
mer time,  there  were  two  roasted  le^  of  p<H:k, 
and  one  boiled  leg  of  pork,  near  the  centre, 
garnished  with  a  considerable  proportion  of 
^  dog's-body,'  for  that  is  the  name  by  which  a 
nautical  Mrs.  Glasse  dignifies  peas^pudduog^ 
Between  every  sailor  and  hb  bride  tl^re  was  a. 
foaming  tankard  of  ale,  and  a  huge  bowl  of 
punch  was  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  table> 
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three  others  being  in  reserve  on  the  sideboard, 
in  case  of  accidents.  Knives  and  forks  soon 
commenced  clattering,  mixed  with  a  multitude 
of  oaths  and  other  expressions  of  endearment 
For  the  first  hour  it  was  scarcely  bearable ;  for 
the  second,  it  was  all  hiccup  and  huzza,  with 
three  cheers  for  everything  and  everybody; 
and  for  the  third,  you  would  have  thought 
instead  of  throwing  the  stocking,  they  would 
hate  thrown  each  other  out  of  the  window.  The 
bHnd  fiddler  broke  his  instrument  over  the 
head  of  his  professional  antagonist,  whilst  the 
other  caused  his  baginpe  to  sing  in  his  adver* 
satyrs  nose  more  practically  than  musically.  Two 
days  after  this,  the  ladies  started  off  by  the 
wagon  for  London,  taking  with  them  their 
husband's  will  and  power,  which  entitled  them 
to  half  of  their  future  pay.  What  an  elegant 
illustration  of  the  feelings  of  wedded  love  is  to 

4 

,  be  found  in  the  following  lines,  which  sprung 
spontaneously  from  the  heart  of  one  of  these 
affectionate  individuals;   she  sang   most   sen- 

I  2 
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timcDtally;    her  affection  died  as  the  swan  is 
supposed  to  die,  in  song : — 

'  I  hope  DOW  the  bullets  may  scuttle  his  nob, 
Since  I  Ve  got  his  will  and  his  power/ 

"It  will  not  be  considered  at  all  surprising 
that,  at  the  expiration  of  a  few  days,  many 
complaints  were  made  by  the  seamen  to  the  re- 
rnaining  officers :  some  had  lost  their  money — • 
all  of  it — within  twenty-four  hours  from  the 
time  of  their-  having  received  it;  others,  more 
fortunate,  had  kept  theirs  two  days;  but  it 
had  all  gone  the  same  way ;  they  could  give  no 
account  of  themselves  or  of  their  actions :  they 
had  been  with  people  who  they  thought  were 
honest ;  they  had  been  drinking  in  his  or  hex 
company,  and  that  was  all  they  knew  about  it* 
There  was  no  redress,  and  before  a  week  had 
elapsed,  many  of  them  had  entered  for  other 
ships  which  were  fitting  out,  without  a  sixpence 
in  the  world,  to  go  again  abroad,  and  labour 
for  years,  encountering  all  dangers  of  sea  and 
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climate^  most  strongly  veriiying  the  old 
adage,  that  ^  sailors  earn  their  money  like 
horses^  and  spend  it  like  asses.'  " 

"  I  thank  you  for  your    description,"  said 
Grafton  to  his  brother  officer  when  he  had 
finished  ^    "  sailors  were   never  celebrated  for 
wisdom  in  keeping  cash^   or  for  much  fore* 
thought  at  any  time,  and  I  think  your  favourites, 
the  men-of-war's  men,  are  bigger  fools,  if  pos- 
sible, than  we  of  the  merchant  service.    What 
meaning  is  there,  I  should  like  to  know,  in  their 
manner  of  dressing  ?   Who  but  a  man-of-war's 
man  would    have  long  locks  of  curied  hair 
hanging  down  on  each  side  of  his  ugly  face,  as 
if  his  head  was  addled  and  produced  nothing 
but  corkscrews ;  and  his  hair  at  the  back  made 
up-  into  a  huge  tail  as  thick  as  the  dog-stopper, 
and  tied  up  so  tight  that  he  cannot  shut  his 
eyes ;  and.  your  marines,  too  1  what  a  hotch- 
potch— ^all  soap  and  pipe-clay,  with  pigtails  of 
leather  made  fast  to  the  collars  of  their  jackets 
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instead  of  their  heads;  of  all  things  let  me 
steer  clear  of  a  clean  soldier — ^I  should  as  soon 
think  of  running  foul  of  a  baker.** 

"  Nothing  but  prejudice,  Grafton,"  observed 
Winstanley,  *' nothing  whatever;  the  locks  and 
tail,  however  ridiculous,  are  far  better  than  the 
red  cap,  grizzly  beard,  uncombed  hair,  and  un^- 
washed  face,  of  your  dirty  merchant  sailor,  who 
only  thinks  of  looking  like  anything  human  when 
in  port  on  a  Sunday;  then,  as  for  the  marines, 
there  is  not  a  finer  body  of  men  in  Europe, 
and  the  powers  that  be  are  improving  their  dress 
too.  If  you  could  have  seen  them  when  they 
wore  cocked  hats,  you  would  say  so ;  then,  when 
it  blew  fresh,  {he  fellows  could  never  be  kept  in 
a  line  unless  their  hats  were  braced  sharp  up 
and  pointed  to  the  wind  like  the  vane  at  the 
mast-head,  but  now  they  can  stand  as  stiff  as  the 
top*gallant  mast" 

**Well,  Winstanley,"  replied  Graflon,  who 
began  to  be  tired  of  the  conversation,  "  you 
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have  your  liking  and  I  have  mine ;  for  you,  it 
appears,  like  to  walk  the  deck  all  night  when 
you  are  not  compelled,  and  I  like  to  turn  in  as 
soon  as  my  watch  is  out  So  as  here  comes  my 
relief,  and  a  precious  time  he  has  taken  to  hoist 
himself  on  deck,  I  will  say,  good  night" 
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"  Nay,  take  my  life  and  all,  pardon  not  that ;   *    l"'"' 
You  take  my  housewben  do  you  t»k^  tbe  prop :  <>  ^ 
That  doth  sustain  my  bouse ;  you  take  my  life 
When  you  do  take  the  means  whereby  1  live.'* '    " 

The    packet  arrived  from  England^   and  an* 

chored  in  Carlisle  Bay  the  morning  after  the 

■  ■  ^    ■       -•  ■     "       '.'*.'- 

ball  had  taken  place>  bringing  letters  for  the 

.  •  "  "    ' .   ji 

Captain  from  his  owners^  as  he  expected ;  he 

.'•'■.■■■  .  .  :H 

had  only  to  answer  them^  which  he  did  during 

.  ■  «  ■   .     .  »„ 

the   day,  and  in  the   evening  we  returned  to 

Spaight's-town.  The  next  morning  at  day- 
break, according  to  orders,  the  privateer  stood 
in  towards  the  land,  and  we  soon  had  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  returning  on  board  of  her. 
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Captain  Herbert  did  not  fail  to  compliment 
Ilia  chief  mate  .on  his  punctuality  in  obeying 
the  directions  he  had  received ;  the  ship's  head 
was  then  turned  firom  Barbadoes,  towards  the 
island  of  Martinique. 

At  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  weather  was 
veiy  fine,  but  extremely  dark ;  the  moon  had 
only  come  in  new  that  morning ;  the  wind  was 
light,  atid  everything  was  quiet;  scarcely  a  sound 
to  be  distinguished  but  that  which  was  made  by 
th^  spray  as  it  was  separated  and  thrown  up  by 
the  stem  of  the  vessel  on  her  progress  through 
the  waves.  The  night  seemed  more  than,  usually 
inviting  to  repose ;  there  did  not  appear  a  sign 
as  if  a  living  creature  existed ;  six  bells  had 
been  struck;  the  officer  of  the  watch  was  on 
the  quarterdeck,  his  thoughts  employed  (as 
those  of  most  young  adventurers  are  when  alone 
on  a  stilly  night)  on  those  he  had  left  at  home, 
calling  to  his  memory  some  cherished  recollection 
of  a  sweet  hour  passed  in  the  society  he  loved 
best,  and  building  castles  in  the  air  relative  to 

i3 
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kis  future  fate  aad  fortune,  ofteinsufibdngbim* 
self  to  be  gradually  led  away  by  the  waking 
dfeam,  until  it  ahnost  approached  reality  in  the 
mind.    The  thoughts  of  Mr.  Grafton  were  m 
absorbed  that  he  scarcely  perceived,  and  did 
not  at  all  notice,  a  seaman  who  passed  him  very 
slowly,  apparently  with  a^  cautious,  measured 
pace,  until  he  came  to  the  Jacob's  ladder  which 
communicates  with  the  main  rigging ;  the  man 
ascended  the  few  steps,  then,  turnings  began  4o 
mount  the  ratlins.     He  had  scarcely  i^aehed 
the  sixth,  when  the  officer's  attention  was  aroused 
by  seeing  some  one -going  aloft  when  no  duty 
was  to  be  performed,  and  he  called  out  loudly-^ 
'^  Hallo !  my  man !  where  are  you  going  ?"   The 
seaman  immediately  lost  his  hold  and  footing 
and  fdil  overboard*     In  a  mcnnent  his  voice  was 
plainly  heard  to  exclaim,  "  Oh!  my  God  I"  The 
i^ash  in  the  water  aroused  some  of  the  people 
who  shouted  that  distressing  cry — "  a  man  over- 
board ;"  a  second  splash  in  the  water  was  then 
heard.     The  crew  rushed  upon  deck ;  the  offieer 
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of  the  vrateb,  lost  no  time  in  issuing  his  orders—*' 

« 

''  Down  with  the  hehn^  dear  away  the  quarter^ 
boats,  heave  all  aback."  The  Captain  had  like* 
mse  heard  the  noise,  and  was  instantaneously 
6a  deck.  *^  Cutaway  the  life-buoy,"  cried  he ; 
^^keep  the  helm  a  midships ;  the  ship  to  h^  course ; 
brace  back  the  after-yards."  The  laniard  which 
sospended  the  life  buoy  from  the  stem  was  im- 
mediately severed :  as  it  fell  on  the  water,  a  re«t 
port  was  beard,  and  a  blue  flame  blazed  upon 
die  sor&ce,  which  might  be  distinguished  at  the 
dtstanee  of  a  mile.  Mr.  Grafton  and  three  sea* 
men  had  in  the  meantime  got  into  the  stai^ 
board  quarter*boat,  which  was  quickly  lowered, 
and.  they  pulled  for  the  life-buoy.  It  was  not 
difficult  to  ascertain  in  what  direction  the  unfor- 
tunate man  must  be,  if  he  were  still  above  water, 
but  it  was  too  dark  to  see  him  at  any  distance. 
The  boat's  crew  listened,  attentively,  and  in  a 
few  moments  plainly  heard  a  voice  calling,  *^  boat 
a^^hoyl"  Half-a-dozen  strong  strokes  with  the 
oars  brought  them  to  the  place  from  whence  it 
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fi^^med  the  voice  fMX)ceeded — ^they  rested  againy 
fearful  of  overBhoMing  the  spot;  the  Toke 
again  called  out,  ^'  'Spose  you  come  for  {lick^ 
up,  why  you  no  come  here  ?"  The  peojde  got 
sight  of  the  man  who  was  callmg  out  by  tha 
severe  struggling  he  was  making  in  the  vMl6f^^ 
they  fek  surprised  to  find,  as  they  attempted  to 
reach  him,  that  there  were  two, -^  black  itan 
supporting  a  white  one,  who  was  neariy  drevvsied 
and  perfectly  heiress.  Widi  ikiffiQul^  diey 
hauled  him  into  the  boat,  and  the  bkxik  afies 
Mmi.  The  diip  had  hobted  a  light  at  her  gaff^ 
end  to  shew  her  po8itk>n^  the  cutter  took  the 
life-buoy  in  tow,  and  in  a  few  minutes  tlysy 
were  alongside.  The  white  man  was  named 
JohnSmithson:  restoratives  were  administered, 
and' in  a  short  time  he  so  far  recovered  as  to-be 
able  to  speak«  On  being  interrogated,  aD  the 
explanation  he  was  able  to  give  was,  that  he 
was  unconscious  of  being  out  of  his  hammock 
until  the  fall  in  the  water  brought  him  at  once 
to  his  senses,  and  to  the  frightful  reality  of  hig 
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peiifeua  situation;  that  he  felt  Imnself  dvowuing, 
whoi  he- was  suddenly  seized  by  the  bair  at  the 
back  part  of  his  head,  and  his  mouth  was.sup-^ 
posted. above  water  until  he  was  finally  rescued. 
His  preserver  was  the  black  we  had  received  on 
b«atd  at  Porto  Bello, 

: .  ^^  W]tat  made  you  think  of  jumping  over^ 
boaid»  ^Neptune?"  (which  was  the  name  the 
peop&llow  had  acquired  fix)m  his  having  ap* 
parendy  spnuHg  firom  the  dominions  of  the  sea- 
god^)  inquired  the  Captain.  ^^  What  made  you 
risk  your  life  in  the  attenqpt  to  save  that  of 
another^  when,  owing  to  the  darkness  of  th^ 
^ight,:  both  must  in  all  likelihood  be  lost  ?" 

■^  Me  hear  a  body  go  down  in  de  water,  so 
me  go  down  and  see  what  him  do  dere,"  aur 
swered  Neptune ;  ^'  and  when  me  find  he  poor 
Jacky  Smithson,  me  catch  him  by  de  tail  and  me 
swim  like  alligator.  Jack  Smithson  fish  me 
out  of  de  water  at  Porto  Bello,  he  gib  me  lilly 
rum,  and  fi*ock  and  trousers,  now  he  my  tuni 
to  fidi  out  Jacky  Smitlison." 
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You  are  a  brave  fellow  by  Jove^  blaekee^ 
and  I  "mil  give  you  UUy  mm  and  nal^a-dozen 
£rocks  and  trousers.  You  see^"  continued  the 
Captain,  addressing  his  officers,  '^  there  is  ^ 
much  true  heroism  and  fine  feeling  in  that 
fellow's  black  carcase,  as  in  the  greatest  white 
man  that  ever  breathed.  What  a  shame  it  is  we 
should  be  prejudiced  against  them  because  of 
th^ir  colour  I" 

**  Ay,  and  you  must  give  up  one  of  your 
prejudices,  Grafton,"  said  Winstanley^  "for  hear 
what  our  somnambulist  tells  us." 

"  Who  ?"  inquired  Grafton  in  surprise—^*  I 
wish  you  would  keep  your  Latin  to  yourself, 
the  length  of  some  of  your  words  is  enough  to 
break  the  tooth  of  an  elephant" 

*^  Phoo,"  replied  Winstanley,  "  you  are  non 
compos ;  if  you  really  want  a  tooth  broken,  just 
read  a  Russian  despatch  containing  a  list  of  Mar- 
shal Suwarrow'and  all  his  generals; — ^well,  I  will 
say,  our  sleep-walking  shipmate,  if  that  will  suit 
you  better — will  that  do  ?  you  see  he  was  saved 
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from  drowning  solely  by  being  held  above  water 
by  the  tail*  or,  as  Neptune  asserts  in  his  own 
pecuIiAr  black  manner,  he  held  him  in  de^tail 
while  he  waited  so  long  before  you  picked  Kim 
up*  You  must  confess,  after  all,  that  the  costume 
of  a  Kill's  ship  is  not  so  bad,  when  a  fellow- 
creature's  life  can  be  saved  by  it" 

"  I'll  tell  you  what,"  said  Grafton,  somewhat 
impatiently,  "  if  you  do  not  leave  off  your  non- 
sense and  confounded  stupid  jokes,  I  shall  some 
day  wish  you  in  Jack  Smithson's  situation,  and 
myself  steering  the  boat;  then  your  joking 
would  soon  be  at  an  end." 

^^  No,  no,  old  messmate,"  rejoined  Winstan- 
ley,  "  that  won't  do ;  were  I  to  be  in  Jack  Smith- 
son's  situation,  I  should  very  soon  have  you  in 
that  in  which  you  found  black  Neptune."  . 

The  compliment  was  not  lost  upon  his  brother 
officer,  who  gave  him  a  hearty  shake  of  the 
hand,  exclaiming,  ^^  I  don't  think  you  are  much 
QxxU  after  all,  but  I'll  be  hanged  if  I  can  tell  ho\e 
it  is;  you  do  just  aa  you  like  with  me," 
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W«  were  becalmed  on  the  next  c&y  ilhdfer 
the  high  land  of  Martinique,  a  beautiful  and 
luxuriant  island,  of  which  the  French  may  well 
be  proud,  and  the  English  anxious  to  possess  ii 
From  the  appearance  of  this  island,  and  the  fine 
state  of  cultivation,  it  surely  must  be  worthy  o 
the  many  serious  conflicts  which  have  ensued 

r  • 

from  time  to  time  for  its  possession,^ 

'  ■■."•,'' 
While  off  this  island,  we  were  amused  by  the 

novel  sight  of  an  engagement  at  sea  between 

two  fish,  the  thresher  and  the  whale ;  the  latter 

to  all  appearance  had  the  worst  of  it;,  it  was 

curious  to  observe  the  activity  of  the  thresher, 

as  it  raised  its  enormous  tail  and  dealt  a  blow 

on  its  monstrous  opponent,  making  the  water 

fly  to  the  height  of  several  yards,  and  repeating 

the  same  sort  of  chastisement  with  extraordinary 

celerity ;  the  whale  spouted  water  intermingled 

with  blood,  which  argues  for  the  truth  of  the 

report,  that  the  thresher  has  a  powerful  ally 

and  assistant  in  the  sword-fish   below,  which 

wounds  the  whale  by  repeated  stabs,  whenever. 
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by  diving  into  the  deep»  it  seeks  to  avoid  its 
vindictive  and  remorseless  enemy  above.  The 
£nny  belligerents  approached  the  ship>  but  the 
rapidity  of  their  motion  prevented  a  view  for 
a  sufficient  time  to  ascertain  how  the  comb^ 

•:*  1.' 

«nded. 

-    ■  •  •  • 

^  As  soon  as  the  breese  sprung  up,  the  ship 
c<mtinued  her  course  until  we  came  to  the  ia^ 
}and  of  Dominique ;  a  boat  was  sent  on  shoi;e  in 
Prince  Rupert's  bay.  Such  a  place  as  this  is  not 
often  to  be  seen.     The  town  of  Portsmouth  is 

m 

composed  mostly  of  movable  huts  mqunt^ 
i^n  trucks  or  low  wheels,  each  hut  having  but 
one,  or  at  most  two  small  rooms.  I  was  shewn 
to  the,  principal  store,  where  I  hoped  to  be  able 
to  make  some  purchases,  but  it  only  contained 
an  umbrella,  a  pair  of  boots,  three  Bats,  and  half- 
a-4ozen  of  Madeira  wine,  for  which  latter  article 
the  conscientious  owner  demanded  eight  dollars, 
A  black  woman  wanted  ten  dollars  for  a  mo- 
derate  sized  turkey;  a  charge  so  preposterous 
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as  this  was  evidently  an  attempt  upon  my  y<mth 
and  inexperience ;  I  consequently  felt  my  pride 
considerably  hurt,  and  with  a  look  expressive  c£ 
disdain^  asked  in  a  peremptory  tone,  if  the  turr 
key  were  so  valuable,  vdiat  she  would  have  the 
presumption  to  ask  for  her  sweet  self?  The  mo^ 
desty  of  her  reply  somewhat  surprised  me>  for 
she  said,  ^^  She  did  not  think  As  was  w(»th 
more  than  from  sixteen  to  twenty  dollars  to  any 
one  who  would  buy  her."  I  could  not  help 
thinking  that,  although  a  marketable  commodity^ 
she  stood  a  great  chance  of  remaining  an  unsold 
lot,  even  at  the  moderate  value  she  had  placed 
upon  herself 

Veiy  little  sugar  cane  is  grown  on  this 
island,  but  an  abundance  of  good  coffee,  which 
was  the  only  thing  we  were  able  to  procure. 
Some  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  the  con- 
fusion in  which  we  found  the  place,  as  also  for 
the  close  examination,  and  apparently  rude 
treatment,  we  experienced  on  our  landing,  as 
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we  were  taken  be&ie  the  commandant  strictly 
guarded^  before  we  were  allowed  to  inspect  the 
nakedness  of  the  land. 

Only  a  week  pieyious  to  this  time,  the  island 
had  been  attacked  by  a  French  force,  consisting 
of  several  ships  of  the  line  and  frigates,  from 
which  they  had  landed  four  thousand  soldiers; 
these  men  had  been  beaten  and  driven  back  to 
thehr  vessels  by  the  extiBordinary  exertions  of 
the  govem<»r,  whose  name  we  did  not  ]eam» 
and  the  few  troops  under  his  command,  assisted 
by  the  militia.  The  enemy  had  destroyed  the 
town  of  Bosseau  by  fire,  and  had  levied  a  con** 
tribution  from  the  inhabitants ;  this  was  all  the 
harm  which  an  immAnflA  force  had  been  able  to 
accomplish  against  a  poverty-stricken  hole, 
which  had  excited  even  the  pity,  at  first  sight, 
of  a  lad  like  me. 

Very  few  opportunities  had  occurred  of  plac- 
ing the  privateer  in  the  situation  of  obtaining 
general  information  of  what  was  occurring  in 
the  West  Indian  Islands.     Captain  Herbert  had 
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received  intelligence  in  his  letters  which  were 
brou^t  by  the  packet  to  Barbadoes,  that  a  laig^ 
naval  force  had  quitted  the  ports  pf  Fnuice,  but 
they  were  ignorant  in  England  to  What  part  cf 
the  world  their  hostile  visit  was  intended ;  rnk 
was  it  until  a  long  time  afterwards  that  we  heard 
pf  the  important  events  which  had  tak^ti  plltiD€ 
in  the  very  latitudes  that  we  were  in^  of  thk 
long  and  anxious  chase  of  Lord  Nelson  aJk&t 
the  runaway  fleete  of  France  and  Spain,  although 
we  gained  intelligence  from  both  English'  and 
American  vessels  which  we  boarded,  that  larg^ 
squadrons  had  been  seen  by  them  not  veryfiur 
distant 

A  few  days  from  this  time  we  fell  in  with  a 
Spanish  schooner,  which  we  captured ;  she  was 
a  very  small  vessel,  and  in  ballast  From  her 
papers,  and  what  could  be  gathered  from  the 
crew,  it  was  ascertained  that  she  was  bound  to 
Santa  Martha.  The  few  people  on  board  of 
her  were  brought  on  board  the  Saucy  Jack, 
ex<^epting  an  aged  man  and  woman,  who  were 
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recUniag  in  two  berths  forward,  just  before  the 
fore-scuttle;  they  were  desired  to  move,  but 
each  declared  it  was  impossible,  alleging  as  an 
exqyse  that  they  were  too  severely  indisposed* 
The  officer  who  had  been  entrusted  to  examine 
this  vessel,  returned  on  board  the  privateer  and 
Imported  the  weakly  condition  of  the  invalids  to 
the  Captaiui  who,  after  a  moment's  oonsidera^ 
tioi;!^  laughed  outright,  and  said,  ^'  Now  just 
jump  into  the  boat  i^ain,  and  bring  those  two 
0Ld  hypocrites  on  board ;  do  not  forget  to  be 
very  tender  of  their  perscHis,  and  there  your 
tenderness  must  end — ^look  to  the  result"  The 
boat  retiuned  once  more  to  the  examination^ 
a^d  the  officer  entreated  the  old  woman  to  rise ; 
8be  again  ui^ged  the  impossibility,  and  referred 
'tibe  privateer's  men  to  the  other  invalid  as  to  the 
truth  of  what  she  then  declared.  On  application 
to  the  referee,  he  stuck  out  manfully  that  he 
should  never  rise  from  his  bed  again  a  living  man. 
**  To  give  you  the  lie,  you  ancient  humbug,* 
said  one  of  the  seamen,  *^ril  see .  what  I  can 
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do."  Saying  tbis^  he  seized  the  old  Spaniard  by 
the  leg,  and  commenced  hauling  away  as  if  he 
would  have  drawn  it  from  the  socket  The  poor 
old  fellow  bellowed  for  meicy>  exdaiming  at 
every  pull,  '*  Oh  my  rheumatism  T  He  diewed 
some  strength  likewise  in  body  as  well  as  voice, 
for  the  sailor  had  not  the  power  to  dispossieBs 
him  of  his  strcmghold.  The  determined  resiM- 
mice  excited  suspicion— another  of  the  j^var 
teer's  men  fastened  on  the  unfortimate  leg,  the 
two  sung  out,  ^'  O^  yeo  ho,"  and  giving  a  strong 
pull  t(^dier,  out  tumbled  their  victim  firom  fais 
berth  phimp  on  the  deck ;  a  heavy  sound  ac- 
companied his  fall ;  not  that  of  his  stem  post 
saluting  the  planks,  but  that  of  a  clashiitg  yet 
condensed  nature.  A  canvass  bag  was  imme- 
diately seen  and  pidced  up ;  the  old  mam  strug- 
gled hard,  but  the  bag  was  opened  in  spite  of 
his  efibirts,  and  feuaad  to  contain  Spanish  doub^ 
Xoom  and  dollars,  as  many,  aa  was  afterwards 
ascertained,  as  amounted  to  eight  hundred  of 
the  latter. 
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WHle  this  scuffle  was  going  forward,  the  old 
womftn  opposite  hoped  to  be  overtooked,  so 
jumped  firom  her  reclining  posture,  and  was 
makiog  her  eiit  up  the  hatchway  with  the 
agility  of  a  girl  of  eighteen^when  she  was  caught 
si^t  of  by  a  saibr,  who  seized  her  by  the  leg ; 
she  hekl  &8t  with  her  hands  above,  and  lifting 
the  o&er  leg  gave  a  riolent  kick  with  her  utmost 
strength,  which  struck  the  detaining  assailant 
such  a  blow  on  the  nose  that  he  fell  backwards 
oik  the  cabin  floor.  The  poor  old  damsel  made 
ML  ^xeelleint  defence ;  she  fought  like  a  Trojan, 
buit  could  not  succeed;  she  was  caught  upon 
deck,  an4  searched  i  a  similar  bag  was  fiyund 
nfQB  her»  equ^ly  valuable.  She  fell  on  her 
knees  and  entreated  for  mercy,  vowing  it  was 
aU  she  possessed  in  the  world,  and  to  deprive 
her  of  it  would  be  to  ruin  her  utterly ;  she  im- 
plored with  tears  in  her  eyes. 

It  is  somewhere  written  of  a  wolf  starving  with 
hunger  and  cold  having  howled  to  the  pale 
moon  for  pity  and  relief, — the  fiimished  wretch 
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received  about  as  much  commiseration  as  the 
poor  afflicted  old  damsel  did  upon  this  ooca8iQ&« 
A  further  search  took  place:  the  sackings  of 
the  mattresses  were  cut  open^  and  coin  to  the 
value  of  three  thousand  dollars  discover^d»  in-" 
eluding  that  taken  from  the  persons  dT  the  i^^ed. 
couple.  This  money  had  most  probably  beea 
shipped  to  purchase  a  cargo  at  the  port  to  which 
the  vessel  was  bound. 

It  was  scarcely  worth  while  to  send  this;  light 
vessel  to  the  prize  agents,  ias  she  would  require 
several  men  to  take  chaige  of  her,  and  would 
not,  when  she  arrived,  sell  for  anything  worth 
dividing.  Captain  Herbert,  therefore,  put  the 
question  to  his  officers  as  to  whether  they  should 
set  fire  to  the  schooner  or  scuttle  her;  or 
whether,  in  mercy,  for  which  the  old  womiua 
had  so  eloquently  pleaded,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  gallant  defence  she  had  made,  they  should 
give  her  a  fair  chance  of  arriving  at  Santa 
Martha,  and  of  finding  favour  with  the  mer- 
chants there,  to  let  her  have  a  cargo  for  her 
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vessel  upon  tick ;  for,  as  the  Captain  said,  <'if 
taJkiog  can  obtain  anything,  the  old  woman's 
vessel  will  be  full  to  the  hatches,  depend  upon 
it** 

^  I  think.  Sir,"  said  Winstanley,  with  an  air 
oi  a&umed  seriousness,  ^  we  had  better  allow 
the  old  woman  to  have  her  schooner  and  her 
liberty  at  once ;  for  perhaps,  if  we  should  detain 
her  until  to-morrow^  and  then  wish  to  get  rid  of 
het,  as  was  the  case  some  little  time  ago  with 

oiie  of  her  sex,  when  silver  tea-pots ^ 

:  ^  I  desire  your  silence,  Mr«  Winstanley,  on 
that  subject,"  interrupted  the  Captain,  ''  it  is  a 
sore  one,  and  by  no  means  forgotten :  let  the 
old  &got  go  to  the  devil,  and  also  the  people 
with  the  schooner." 

When  informed  she  was  no  longer  a  prisoner, 
the  news  was  not  received  with  those  feelings  of 
gratitude  which  such  a  jnece  of  generosity 
seemed  entitled  ta  The  old  creature  thought, 
like  the  man  in  the  play,  that  when  you  take 
away  that  by  which  life  is  supported,  it  requires 

VOL.  L  K 
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but  a  little  stretch  of  power  to  take  away  life 
itsfelfl  She  fell  on  her  knees  on  the  deck,  and 
produced  from  her  girdle  a  small  copper  image 
of  some  saint,— had  it  been  composed  of  either 
of  the  precious  metals,  it  wcwld  not  have  been 
left  on  her  person ;  to  this  relic  she  began  to 
pray -with  great  volubility  of  tongue,  and  much 
energy  of  manner.  It  appeared  as  if  she  were 
invoking  thunders,  lightnings,  aad  all  the 
powers  of  destruction,  to  consume,  annihilate, 
and  destroy  the  Saucy  Jack  in  toto.  As  soon  as 
she  had  ceased  telling  her  beads,  and  saying  her 
prayers,  «he  fixed  her  eyes  firmly  upon  the 
image,  and  then  on  the  clouds  above,  as  if  in 
expectation  of  some  awfiil  event.  Nothing 
came  :  she  rose  from  her  supplicating  posture, 
and  giving  the  resemblance  of  her  guardian 
saint  a  tremendous  rap  on  the  head,  pitched  it, 
sans  ceremonie,  into  the  sea-  She  now  made  use 
of  the  most  violent  language,  and  called  the 
crew  of  the  privateer  such  opprobrious  names  m 
Spanish,  which  admits,  by  the  bye,  of  an  extra- 
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ordinary  fluency  in  abuse,  that  it  was  in  all  pror 
bability  a  fortunate  circumstance  for  her  that 
she  was  not  understood  by  the  parties  alluded 
to.  Her  ancient  jQiend  and  fellow-sufferer  had, 
from  superior  wisdom,  quietly  seated  himself 
in  the  boat  which  was  prepared  to  reconvey 
his  country  people  to  their  vessel,  and  very 
patiently,  with  true  Spanish  gravity  and  phleg- 
matic feeling,  awaited  the  course  of  events  which 
he  had  no  power  to  control. 

The  cheers  and  men  had  for  some  time 
quietly  put  up  with  what  the  old  woman  had  to 
say  for  herself,  in  consideration  for  her  losses, 
and  partly  in  the  hope  that  she  would  talk  her- 
self out  of  breath,  and  then  stop;  but  as  such  a 
blessed  result  did  not  seem  likely  to  ensue,  an 
iron  pin  was  produced,  and  a  fathom  of  spun- 
yam,  which  she  was  given  to  imderstand  would 
be  immediately  used  as  a  gag.  The  threatened 
loss  of  life  had  no  effect  upon  the  nerves  of  the 
beldame ;  but  the  very  idea  of  the  loss  of  speech 
brought  her  immediately  to  her  recollection; 

x:2 


196  THE  SAUCY  JAGKl 

she  walked  over  the  side  into  the  Boat  which 
had  been  detained  so  long  to  receive  li^n  The 
privateer  made  sail;  and  the  schooner  was  left 
with  the  old  woman  on  board  to  do  just  exactly 
as  she  liked. 

The  parties  whose  duty  it  had  been  to  oy^rr 
haul  the  vessel  did  not  £Eiil  to  possess  themselves 
of  those  restoratives  which  nature  and  art  have 
so  bountifiilly  supplied  to  the  humm  race«  The 
old  woman  had  shewn  some  regai;d  £>r  otbecs  #s 
well  as  herseli^  for  she  had  provided  a  quantity  of 
poultry^  and  veritable  ^ogrHac^  which  was.  with 
due  care  transferred  to  the  privateer.  On  an 
occasion  like  this,  the  searching  officer  generally 
tries  to  come  in  for  the  lion's  share ;  and  in  thi^i 
case  Mr.  Grafton  contrived,  as  he  thought,  to 
secure  the  brandy  to  himself  unperceived ;  but 
it  was  not  sa  The  fowls  would  have  follpwed 
in  the  same  direction  as  the  keg,  but  for  their 
unceasing  prating  of  their  whereabout;  the 
reiterated  eiy  of  took^  took,  plainly,  told  they 
were  not  to  be  taken  without  the  petty  larceny 
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being  discovered.  The  Captain  ordered  the 
feathered  dears  to  be  placed  in  his  coop,  and 
signified  his  msh  that  they  should  become  joints 
stock,  all  other  stock  having  been  for  some  time 
consumed.  This  did  not  quite  please  Mr«. 
Grafton,  who  said  somewhat  peevishly,  at  the 
same  time  ashamed  of  being  finmd  out,  ^'  I  did 
not  wish  to  keep  the  fowls  to  myself.  Captain 
Helrbert ;  but  as  my  birUiday  will  be  the  day 
after  to-^tnorrow,  I  wished  to  ^ve  a  dinner  to  my 
IHends  in  my  cabin," 

'  **  With  all  iny  heart  and  soul,''  answered  the 
Captain ;  '^  a  more  praiseworthy  intention  could' 
not  have  been  e:q>ressed;  and  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  you  should  not.  I  suppose  you 
mean  to  ask  rne,  therefore  I  will  be  as  generous 
«youj  you  may  have  my  cabin  for  the  con- 
venience  of  your  entertainment ;  it  is  three- 
times  as  large  as  your  own.  Should  you  wish 
to  have  a  curry  or  pillaw,  my  steward  shall, 
supply  both  the  powder  and  the  rice ;  if  you 
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want  wine^  you  know  I  have  it  at  your  Service ; 
but  if  you  prefer  Immdy  and  watet,  •  there  is 
plenty  of  the  latter  in  the  fore-hold,  and  a 
decent  sized  keg  <^  die  former,  which  I  shall  be 
delighted  to  see  produced  from  your  jHJyate 
h)cker,  lifr.  Grafton.'' 

'  Having  said  this,  the  Captain  withdrew  to 
his  cabin,  when  Winstanley  observed :  "  You 
see,:  Grafton,  it  will  not  do ;  you  are  no  match 
fbrour  chie^  and  you  are  caught  in  an  attempt 
at  a  run  on  board  the  Saucy  Jack.  And  your 
birthday  tool  Why,  your  birthday  was-  in  the 
hst  month.  I  positively  stared  hard  at  your 
countenance  ih  the  hope  of  perceiving  a  blush, 
that  I  might  thereby  have  some  hopes  of  youT 
but  thanks  to  your  iniquity,  and  the  tanning 
virtues  of  a  tropical  sun,  a  blush  would  not  come 
to  save  your  credit" 

^'  You  are  a  good  one  to  help  a  lame  dog  over 
a  stile,*^  muttered  Grafton. 

^*  Talking  of  birthdays,"  resumed  Winstan- 
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ley,  ^'  we  had  a  notorious  fellow  on  board  the 
Hippopotamus,  when  I  was  in  his  Majesty^s 
service ^ 

**  Curse  the  Hippopotamus,  are  you  going  to 
give  us  another  long  yam  about  her?"  growled 
his  messmate. 

The  other  did  not  notice^  but  said,  ''This 
man  was  an  incorrigible  drunkard,  and  could 
not  be  kept  from  intoxication.  Flogging  and 
every  qpecies  of  punishment  had  been  tried  in 
vain.  He  was  brought  aft  upon  the  old  cfharge, 
and  was  at  the  time  scarcely  able  to  stand  upon 
his  legs.  '  How  comes  it,  you  scoundrel,  that 
I  again  see  you  in  this  disgraceful  situation?' 
demanded  the  officer. 

'^  *  Please,  Sir,  it  is  my  birthday,'  answered 
the  sailor. 

"  *  Your  birthday,'  angrily  retorted  the 
officer,  *  why,  you  tpld  me  the  very  same  thing 
a  week  ago ;  and  if  it  were  your  birthday,  is 
that  an  excuse  for  drinking  until  you  becoine  a 
beast  ?' 
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*^ '  No,  Sir,'  said  the  culprit^  ^  it's  no  excuse, 
it's  only  a  custom.' 

^^ '  How  many  more  birthdays  shall  you  have 
this  year;,  you  good-for-nothing  drunkard  ? ' 

"  *  It  is  very  hard  to  say.  Sir,'  stammered  the 
sot  in  reply ;  *  I  make  it  a  point  to  keep  those 
of  all  my  family ;  and  I  have  a  great  many 
brothers  and  sisters,  besides  uncles,  aunts^ 
cousins,  and  distant  relations.'  ^ 
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CHAPTER  XIL 


«  Oh  middiief  I  Hum  art  swift 
To  enter  in  the  thoughts  of  desperate  men." 

Shakspbare. 

"  I  HAVE  not  done  with  you  yet^  Gni^n,"  con- 
tinued Winstanley,  **  and  while  I  have  so 
patient  and  intellectual  a  listener  as  you  are^  I 
should  be  to  blame  indeed^  if  I  were  as  tedious 
as  a  king,  did  I  not  bestow  it  all  on  your  wor- 
ship ;  therefore  to  proceed, — 

"  *  Strange  sail  on  the  lee-bow !'  bellowed  the 
look-out  man  at  the  foreto[^(allant-mast-head  of 
a  frigate  I  was  serving  in,  which  was  running 
fiist  through  the  water  under  her  double-reefed 
topsails  and  courses. 

jLa 
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'''How  does  ahe  bear? — point  her  out,^ 
answered  a  voice  much  resembling  the.  growl  of 
an  angiy  mastiff,  suffering  from  severe  hoarse- 
ness. These  notes  proceeded  finom  the  veiy 
capainous  throat  of  Mr.  Reefknot,  who  had  ttte 
felicity  of  being  officer  of  the  watdi,  and  the 
honour  of  having  under  his  charge  at  diat 
moment  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  his 
Majesty's  servants,  and  some  of  them,  without 
doubt,  decidedly  hard  bargains. 

"  Mr.  Reefknot  was  the  master  of  the  frigate. 
He  was  rough  and  vc^ed  as  the  Diamond  rock, 
and  equidly  as  hard-hearted.  He  had  no  com- 
passion for  friend  or  foe,  and  hadeompletefy  got 
on  the  bHnd  side  of  the  homeward-bound 
Octobear  c<mvoy,  during  a  middle  watdi,'by 
dousing  the  light,  and  altering  the  course^ 
thereby  giving  the  crews  of  about  twenty  sail 
of  merchant  vessel^)  bound  from  Newfcundhmd 
for  En^aad,  the  enviable  x>pportunity  of  work- 
ing their  own  days'  works  the  remainder  of  the 
voyage  home,  should  they  have  the  good  fortcn;^ 


rOM  SAT70T  JACK.  203 

to  escape  the  acqoaiiitance  of  some  of  the 
enemy's  oiiisers." 
''  Did  the  Captain  of  the  firigato  know  of  this  ?'' 
^<  Certainly  not — ^how  could  he?  when  he  went 
to  bed  atei^t  o^doek every  night,  and  tookai^ 
gidar  marine  officer's  round  until  eight  next 
morning;  the  mcH^e  particnlaily  so  to  shew 
his  independence  of  all  ccmtrol,  because  the 
lAdsuraky  had  thought  fit  to  appo&it  him  the 
protector  of  that  part  of  our  nation's  commeroe 
on  the  high  seas,  a  duty  fiur  more  &tiguing» 
when  attended  to,  than  profitable. 

^^Mr.  Reefknot  was  a  perfect  toaefy  to  his 
fflwnmmider,  although  he  disliked  him,  and  had 
so  Hai  won  upon  the  nature  of  his  superior 
officer  that  the  frigate  was  entrusted  solely  to 
the  naingation  of  the  master,  who,  by  hauling 
up  a  couple  of  points,  and  signing  a  fiJse  log^ 
board,  made  sure  of  getting  into  the  track  o{ 
some  prize,  T^ch  would,  to  use  his  own  worda^i 
hdp  to  pay  his  arrears  of  mess  account  on  his 
aniyal   at    Plymouth.     Mr.   ReefknoC  was  a 


20i  THS  SAUCY  JMOU 

«oaker,  and  owed  the  puner  of  the  jltip,vMrir 
Screwtar,  both  money  and  iU«wiU ;  the  foxmer 
for  oTer-aliowance  of  gro^  and  the  latter  for 
expecting  to  be  paid  for  it  ^  Ck»Eie>  my  lads^' 
49aid  the  surly  old  seaman  to  the  mkNbipqMn.  4>f 
ihe  watch^  after  he  had  finished  a  seooiid  glass 
of  rum  and  water,  which  was  almost^  stcang 
enough  to  have  suj^rted  a  marlinespyee  ece^i 
'come,'  said  he,  ^youngsters,  we  diaiihuFe' a 
priEe  to-morrow,  if  no  bad  luck  beM  nr:  jso.ge^ 
some  lanterns,  and  hunt  about  the  lower  ^deck 
for  all  the  cats — ^unlucky  wannent,— I  Jluow  dof 
fi>ur,  and  overboard  they  shall  all  go  forj^ny 
Jones'  break&st  before  I  turn  in,  or  freshen 
hawse  again.' 

^^  Mischievous  reefers  need  but  trifling  hints 
from  their  superiors  to  join  in  any  piece  of 
cruelty,  and  do  not  stop  to  calculate  conae- 
quences.  Two  of  the  cats  were  q)eedily  found 
and  transmitted  over  the  lee-gangway  to  the 
deep ;  the  third,  as  if  antidpating  her  fote,iand 
seeking  revenge,  tore .  and  bit  her  savage  de<9 
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stroyer  uatil  he  roared  iivith  pain ;  biit  thej  met 
their  watery  grave  within  half-an«hour  from  the 
eolnm^M^ment  of  Mr.  Reefknoi's  brief  exfaorta- 
iion.  Ilie  fenrth  cat  had  not  been  found,  so  the 
Worthy  officer  prognoeticated  that  the  first  prize 
would  piove  an  unlucky  one.  '  And  you/  con* 
tjniied  he,,  addressing  himself  to  me,  '  as  you 
hgffm  been  such  a  snivelling  lubber  as  not  ta 
do  oaiyoitf  messmates  have  doi&e,  I  will  give 
jtxfi  «  recommendatimi  to  the  Captain  aa  a 
priae^fiiasfeer ;  aod  I  wish  I  could  promote  you 
to  the  acqu^ntanee  of  a  cat  with  tails,  my 
yeimg  cub-*-<m^  of  the  bashaw  tribe  intripli*^ 
cate;  The  Captain  likes  you,  I  know,  because 
you  are  one  of  his  followers ;  but  I  think  you 
aore  not  wordi  your  salt;  you  are  nothmg  more 
than  a  precious  milksop  of  a  gentleman,  so,  of 
course,  iraeless.'  Not  daring  to  make  any  reply 
to  this  oration,  the  very  odour  of  the  words  of 
which  had  a  horrible  rum  tendency,  I  sneaked 
away  over  to  leewaixt. 
.  ^^  The  fourth  cat  ha4;  been  found,  fpr  I  had 
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iseeiuied  it  immediately  an  the  mandate  being 
giren  fer  the  geneitd  destraction;  -  because  I 
knew  whete  it  was  always  to  be  fimnd ;  imd'tfae 
poor  animal  had  received  its  food  fiom  my 
hands  for  more  than  i^  months,  and  slept  c^oh- 
stantly  in  the  foot-dew  of  my:hammock»  Mr. 
Beefknot  was  ignorant  of  this^  and  I  kept  him 
so. 

*^  The  snpmor  sailing  of  die  frigate,  assisted 
by  the  pressure  of  her  tdpgaUant  sails^  bvaugbt 
her' up  hand-oirer^hand  with  the  strange  sail 
The  wind  freshened,  and  the  sea  gdt  up  in 
propordoii.  Two  hoitips  before  sunset,  tiie 
ft^te  ranged 'tq>  alongside  of  a  brig,  the  name, 
^  B^Uie  Atme  of  Jersey,'  painted  on  her  stem ; 
the  blaek-  beaids>  and  ovefgrown  mustachios  of 
tiie  visible  crew  giving  sufficient  token  diat  she 
had  beesi-caqptured  by,  and  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  E^ffcfa.  Ilie  fri^te'rounded  to  the  wind, 
braced  her  afteivyards  to  the  masts,  acid-dnq^d 
one  of  her  quarter-boats,  with  mym]^  two  ship^s 
muskets,  four  cutlasses,  and  five  blue  jackets 
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into-ihe  water.  After  a  sharp  puU  of  about  ten 
minotesy  the  Belle  Anne  was  boaided.  I* 
sonmbled  on  deck^  fi^owed  by  my  people; 
the  cutter  was  shoved  off^  and  I  found  myself 
under  my  own  commandi  perfectly  independent 
to  411  appearances^  and,  at  something  under  six- 
teoD  yearB  of  age,  a  prize-master.  The  only 
orders  which  I  had  received  from  the  Captain 
wetQf  '  Follow  me.  Sir,  and  mind  you  do  not 
k»e  sight  of  the  fiigate.' 

^^  Mr*.  Reefknot  whispered  to  me  as  I  was 
getting  into  the  boat,  *  Now,  you  young  son  of 
a  sea  cook,  I  think  I  have  settled  your  business 
{q9  a  spell.' 

"  I  had  been  ordered  to  follow  the  frigate* 
which  was  soon  again  crowded  with  sail  in 
diase  of  ano^er^  vessel,  and  all  that  could  be 
done  on  my  part  was  to  set  eveiy  inch  of  can^ 
vass  that  could  be  (Stretched,  without  waiting  to 
know  what  the  brig  would  cany ;  but  alas  I  the 
speed  of  the  two  vessels  was  as  the  hare  to  the 
tortoise ;  so  the  frigate  was  lost  sight  of  as  the 
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mm  went  down^  and  mj  poor  craft  w«s  aloM* 
dbrofided  in  daiknesB.  It  became  dbtolnlel^y: 
necessary  that  the  number  of  the  enemy  left  on. 
board  of  the  prise  should  be  aaeertainedt  an4  I 
fiMindf.  to  my  sorrow^  dint  they  had  the  ad^aOf? 
tage  in  strength  of  more  than  three  to  tw()y.a9d 
were  in  all  probability  better  aimed  tbaafnuh^ 
selves.  One  ofmy  rascally  suppcHTters  had  ato^y 
made  things  woise^  1^  being  thus  eady  ^  qnit^. 
happy/  as  he  tenned  it  Calling orer  the  names^ 
of  the  men  entrusted  to  my  diaige,  I  found  1^> 
Reefluiot  had  been  as  good  as  his  wcfd  wbiraajfa^^. 
said  the  prize  diould  prove  an  unhidcy  oiie  ^  Sot 
the  first  lieutenant  of  the  frigate^  hayifi^:imi, 
recently  joined^  did  not  know  the  merits  iumI 
demerits  of  the  crew,  and  had  therefore  exh' 
trusted  Mr.  Reefknot  to  select  the  men  who 
were  to  accompany  me,  who  took  care  there 
should  be  only  one  who  could  take  the  helm^ 
he,  fortmiately,  was  not  only  a  seaman^  but  iv 
thorough-bred  one,  and  had  been  sent  with  k^ 
unintentionally;  for  instead  of  getting  a.  Wil? 
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lutm  Aufldn  of  the  afteigoaid,  a  good-for-aotfaii^ 
Bcamp^  I  bad  by  mistake  the  William  Austin^ 
the  second  captain  of  the  ferecastle.  When  I 
rtcognised  him,  youngster  as  I  was,  mj  heart 
rote  i»dthin  me,  for  I  felt  I  had  the  support  of 
oiae  good  bold  seaman,  firm  and  true  to  the 
bifckboiie,  aiid  one  with  wh<Mn  I  had  often  been 
in  contact^  when  I  was,  the  year  before,  the 
litiie  middy  in  charge  of  the  second  ct^tter,  and 
he-  Ihe  coxswain  of  the  same  boat  Many  a 
ixtak  hftf^  we  swam  for  it  when  trying  to  land 
on^  J>eal  beach  when  it  was  blowing  half  a  gale 
of  wind,  to  get  a  boide  of  milk  for  the  Captain's 
l^akfiet,  or  something  fteAx.  for  the  gun-room 
dinner,  without  which  I  dared  not  return  to  the 
shi^,  but  by  running  the  risk  of  passing  the 
rctesinder  of  the  day,  and  perhaps  the  best  part 
of  tile  night  likewise,  at  the  masthead,  as  a 
puiiishment  for  neglect  of  duty,  to  make  me 
more  cautious  for  the  future.  It  i^  true  our 
numbers  were  small,  and  the  frigate,  our  only 
hope,  was  out  of  sight ;  but  the  dread  of  her 
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beu^  again  seen  kept  oar  toes  fonraid  on  the 
finecaade  yery  quiet.  So  the  dirty  mis^  nig^t 
waa  passed  in  a  sort  of  hollow  trace  between 
as:  Austin  being  at  the  hefan»  ainging  fixun 
time  to  time ;  three  of  my  men  hat  adeep ;  the 
'  happy  man^'  be£>fe  menticmed,  nnooBBcioas  of 
all  that  was  passing;  and  mysetf  putioiiliiify 
anxious  and  uncomfortable*  I  kne w  the  mali** 
cioos  disposition  of  Mr.  Reefknot,  and  the  sway 
he  had  over  the  yaciOating  Ci^tain;  and  I 
feared  that  at  dawn  of  day  I  diould  find  myself 
in  a  di£Bk:ulty.  I  amused  myself  howevecy  by 
loading  the  musk^ts^  and  fited  one  of  them  ol& 
and  then  went  to  work  to  make  Triiatis  called 
^  a  devil/  with  wet  powder,  which  I  placed  on.  a 
piece  of  plonk)  and  having  lighted  it,  allowed  it 
to  fiitter  away  over  the  quarter,  hoping  thereby 
thatniy  obnoxious. companions  forward  would 
imagine  that  I  stiU  kept  sight:  of  the  fiagate. 
This  ruse  had  the  desired  effeet,  and  tibie  report 
of  a  gun,  distinctly  heard  about  three  points  on 
the  weather  bow,  increased  my  expectatiqn  of 


TBIB  SAUCT  JACK.  211 

baiBg  able  to  retain  my  dignified  gituation  as 
priaeHOuiBter.  Stocks  were  op  for  the  moment-^ 
we  were  at  a  premium — the  wind  fi^eshened^ 
and  the  Bdle  Anne  made  progress  through  the 
water ;.  day  dawned ;  the  sun  after  much  (Hffi^ 
cultjr  made  its  appearance  through  the  mist, 
ha^g  a  strong  resemblance  to-  li  poached  egg 
floating  an  a  tureen  of  pease^^soup.  I  looked 
aimoui^  around,  but  there  was  no  frigate ;  the 
Freadimen  were  "^  looking  round  also,  and  I  saw 
them  ^faispeiring  to  each  other,  and  then  they 
l^jughed.  I  spoke  to  Austin,  who  I  fimcied  my 
mainstay  in  this  bumness,  and  he  did  not  suffer 
tte  to  waver^  for  a  moment  '  This  is  a  d*-d 
bad  go,  $r,'  Nud  he,  ^  and  I  can't  exactly  t^, 
d^e  see,  what  it  may  lead  to;  them  there 
Fien^mien  are  twice  as  many  as  we,  and  I  haye 
no  dependence  on  these  here  trash,  who  are 
calking  under  the  lee  of  the  bulkhead  like  so 
Biany  pigs ;  the  devil  choke  him  that  sent  them 
here,  I  say ;  begging  your  pardon.  Sir,  for  the 
obseinration.'    Austin  stood  perfectly  excu^d. 
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and  even  yasdSed  in  what  be  had  said,  as  ftr  aa 
flsy  o|Mnkm  went;  so  I  wovnd  op  his  soliloquy 
by  ejacalating, '  Amen !  fer  Mr.  Reefknot*' 

I  had  taken  the  piecantion  to  soond  the  well 
when  we  first  went  on  boaid^  notwithstanding 
the  ponfiisiony  and  I  now  gave  ofders  to  have 
the  same  operation  perfimned;  theie  weie  tfaiee 
feet  water^  consequently  it  was  necessaiy  to  lig 
the  pumps.  After  my  people  had  taken  a  ioDg 
spell,  I  desired  the  Frenchmen  to  assifit^  it 
being  for  our  mutual  adranlage  to  keqp  the 
brig  above  water.  Tliey  unanimeudy  r^bsed^ 
and  m  a  manner  so  decided  as  to  make  it  evi^' 
dent  wai^was  declared  on  their  part^  and  I  might 
'l»epare  for  the  worst  as  soon  as  I  pleased  For 
this  purpose  I  nevm*  allowed  anyone  of  diem  to 
approach  the  compass ;  and  I  sometimes  for  a& 
hour  or  so  altered  the  course,  trimming  the  saib 
to  deceive  thenu  I  kept  the  reckoning  of  the 
vessel  written  in  short-hand,  which  was  one  of 
the  few  useful  things  I  had  learned  at  school, 
thi^  in  the  event  of  my  party  being  over<» 
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ponrered)  the  victon  should  not  have  a  cha&ce 
of  knowing  where  they  were ;  and  I  carried  a 
large  nail  in  my  pocket  ready  to  drop  into  the 
binnacle,  which  would  thnyw  a  fresh  difficulty 
in  their  way  diould  occasion  require  it  Having 
taken  all  these  precautions,  I  resigned  myself  to 
the  wiU  of  Providence,  and  aft^  three  mghts' 
<^onstattt  waging,  fell  into  a  profound  sleep  in 
the  cMxi  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  leaving  two 
of  my  precious  crew  asleep,  two  awake,  and 
Austbi,  poor  fellow,  «till  at  the  hehn« 

^^  As  soon  as  day  dawned  I  awoke,  and  aftec 
stretching  my  cramped  send  weaxy  limbs,  crawled 
with  difficulty  on  deck,  when  my  senses  wer^ 
strilck  with  overwhelming  horror  at  the  speo^ 
tade  before  me.  There  lay  all  the  worthlesa 
part  of  my  crew  murdered^  their  throats  cut 
frojoi  ear- to  ear;  and  poor  Austin  was  on  his 
back'  senseless,  having  a  fiightftd  wound  across 
Wflforehead.  Twning  my  eye  forwarf,  I  per, 
Q^iv0d  the  long-^at  had  been  hoisted  out,  and 
not>  Frenchman  was  to  be  seen  on  the  decks*. 
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It  was  a  dead  calm :  there  was  not  a  breath  of 
wind  to  ruffle  the  water,  and  the  boat  was 
plainly  to  be  discerned  in  the  distance  rowing 
from  the  brig.  Left  in  this  awfid  sttua^Aoa, 
what  was  to  be  done  ?  Alpne^  unaqj^rtedy « 
hundred  leagues  from  any  land,  my  only  hope 
was,  that  some  vessel  might  fall  in  with  the  un- 
lucky ^BeUe  Anne,'  and  take  ipe  frpmh^r 
before  I  fell  a  sacnBce  to  hunger,  pr. to  the 
vessel  sinking  beneath  my  feet  I  triad  the 
well  again,  there  were  six  feet  water  in  the 
hold.  I  had  no  6treiKgth>  to  pump  the  vessel; 
therelbre,  unless  relieved  by  the  Almighty 
power,  I  must  go  down  with  her.  Lads  in  genexid 
have  light  hearts  and  clear  con8cienQe8,-^ao  IumI 
I ;  and  although  all  the.proidsions  and  water  had 
been  earned  away,,  as  &r  as  I  could  at  present 
asoertaia,  and.  the  horror,  of  a  death  by  inches, 
stared  me  in  the  face,  I  did  not  utterly  despair.  I 
went  to  the  infterpart  of  the  deck  where  Austin 
lay»  and  with  my  handkerchief  stanched  the 
bLoodxmlxiabraw^  and  bound  the  vKamd  doae^ 
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I  felt  his  pulse  and  watched  his  breath.  Oh  ! 
with  what  joy  it  was  I  found  that  the  latter  had 
not  entirely  ceased.  I  would  have  given  six 
years  Scorn,  my  life^  had  it  been  indefinitely 
fixed5  (now  the  offer  seemed  nothing  worth,) 
to  have  the  common  ability  of  the  doctor's 
mate  of  the  frigate ;  but  as  I  could  not  bleed 
my  patient,  I  bathed  his  temples. 

*^  Never  shall  Ifbiget  the  anxiety  with  which 
I  watched  this  poor  fellow;  he  seemed  to  be 
the  ohly  possibility  of  a  link  between  me  and 
continaed  existence.  My  prayers  for  his  restor- 
ation were  after  some  hours  granted;  his  chest 
began  to  heave,  and  a  deep-lengthened  groan 
escaped  him.  I  called  to  him  by  his  name, 
*  Austin,  Austin,  my  good  fellow,  do  look  up ; 
have  a  heart  my  man;  come,  come.'  The  eyes 
of  the  poor  fellow  gradually  opened,  and  his 
senses  slowly  returned  to  him.  At  last  he  re- 
cognised me,  and  said,  'Why,  by  the  holy 
mouse.  Sir,  is  that  you?  What  the  devil  am 
I  doing  here  on  my  beam<rends !— *«h  ?  Let  me. 
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see.  Oh,  I  know  now;  the  cursed  French 
thieves f  and  have  they  spared  you? — ^that  is 
lucky  indeed, — ^where  are  they  ?  how  many  of 
them  are  left?'  After  an  effort  to  rise,  he 
placed  his  hand  on  his  forehead,  and  exclaimed, 
^  Why,  they've  done  for  me,  sure  enough.' 
*  No,  no,'  interrupted  I,  '  do  not  fimcy  it  is  so 
bad  as  that:  you  have  received  a  desperate 
wound,  but  be  assured  if  you  will  only  be  quiet 
it  will  not  prove  dangerous.'  ^  There  is  no 
getting  up,  imy  how,'  replied  he,  'and  it  is  not 
for  the  like  of  me  to  ask  you  to  go  of  errands ; 
but  if  you  could  find  me  a  little  drop  of  water, 
I  think  it  would  do  me  good ;  my  throat  is  as 
dry  as  a  stockfish.'  I  searched  in  vain;  the 
Frenchmen  had  started  all  they  could  not  take 
with  them,  and  left  two  empty  casks  upon 
deck,  a  piece  of  crueby  ahnost  equivalent,  to 
murder.  I  communicated  this  unfortunate  in- 
telligence to  my  companion  in  misfortune,  who> 
sorrowfully  said,  *  God  be  good  to  us,  my  young- 
officer  ;  but  this  is  the  worst  day's  work  I  ever 
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saw,  and  I  have  been  an  able  seaman  until  now 
for  the  last  sixteen  years.'  I  tried  to  get  the 
much  exhausted  man  to  explain  as  £gu:  as  he. 
could  how  the  tragic  afiair  had  taken  place. 
He  told  me  with  great  difficulty  that  the  wind 
had  £sdlen  very  light,  so  that  the  brig  had  not 
steerage  way  through  the  water;  that  our  men 
who  had  the  watch  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  walk  about,  but  stretched  themselves  on  the 
deck  aft,  when  he  was  standing  at  the  helm, 
and  were  soon  asleep;  that  he  could  hardly 
keep  himself  from  following  their  example,  and 
believed  he  was  almost  in  a  snooze,  when  he 
suddenly  felt  himself  seized  by  two  men,  who 
endeavoured  to  force  him  overboard,  but  one  of 
them,  through  Austin's  superior  strength,  went 
overboard  instead;  that  he  had  succeeded  in 
ktiocking  the  other  assailant  down,. when  he 
received  a  blow  from  a  handspike,  as  he  sup- 
posed, which  prevented  him  fix>m  knowing  any 
more  about  the  matter.  I  was  sorrj  to  observe 
there  was  a  confused  roundabout  sort  of  way 

VOL.  I.  L 
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in  which  he  told  his  tale,  although  I  haTe  nar- 
rated it  shortly  enough,  which  rendered  it  too 
evident  that  his  senses  were  not  quite  right,  and 
I  feared  he  would  relapse  into  delirium.  I 
went  again  to  search  for  water;  I  found  some 
beef,  pork,  and  biscuit,  but  if  ater  there  was 
none.  Returning  to  my  companion,  I  saw  he 
was  growing  weaker  and  more  confused;  I 
therefore  passed  a  stout  rope  several  times 
round  his  body,  reeving  the  ends  through  an 
eye-bolt  in  the  tailrel,  and  belaying  them  to  a 
elect  beyond  his  reach,  and  then  I  took  his 
knife  fix)m  his  jacket  pocket  It  was  well  I 
used  these  precautions,  as,  in  two  hours  from 
that  time,  he  became  perfectly  unmanageable, 
using  horrid  imprecations,  and  endeavouring  to 
throw  himself  overboard.  I  tried  to  soothe  him, 
but  he  called  me  by  the  name  of  Reefknot, 
'  the  cursed  old  murderer,'  and  made  a  grasp  to 
lay  hold  of  me.  At  length,  overpowei^d  by  his 
own  exertions,  he  sank  down  in  a  state  of 
stupor,  leaving  me  to  watch  him,  perhi^  to  see 
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him  die,  with  every  prospect  of  following  in  the 
same  course  myself  after  protracted  axul  grar 
dually  increasing  t!orture  from  an  insatiate 
thirst,  with  no  hope  of  relief 

^'  Night  again  came  on,  and  with  it  a  strong 
breeze  from  the  E.N.E.  The  lee  fore*top«ail- 
sheet  gave  way  from  the  increasing  wind,  and 
the  noise  of  the  sail,  as  it  was  gradually  torn 
in  ribbons  from  the  yard,  added  to  the  misery  of 
my  situation.  The  brig  began  to  labour  more  and 
more,  and  rolled  in  the  trough  of  the  sea  with  that 
want  of  buoyancy  whidi  plainly  told  me  she 
was  becoming  water-logged.  The  ni^t  was 
very  dark  and  very  cold ;  it  surely  lingered  on 
longer  than  ever  night  did  before  or  since. 
Worn  out  and  jaded  as  I  was  by  great  exer- 
tion and  tiresome  watching,  sleep  waa  still  ban- 
ished from  me,  I  gave  up  all  hope,  and  looked 
for  the  rising  of  the  sun  as  if  it  were  doomsday. 

^^  At  last  the  orb  of  day  did  make  its  appear- 
ance, and  exhibited  to  my  view  the  most  wel- 
come sight  that  could  be,  a  line-o&battle<*ship 

l2 
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coming  down  before  the  wind;  the  cut  of  h» 
sails  and  gallant  bearing  fix)m  her  water-line  to 
her  truck  plainly  bespoke  her  English^  so  I  lost 
no  time  in  hoisting  our  colours  with  the  union 
downwards^  and  my  heart  felt  a  vast  load  taken 
firom  it  as  the  huge  ship  altered  her  course  and 
steered  directly  for  the  brig.  Was  this  a  selfish 
feeling  ?  No,  I  deny  it ;  for  the  interest  I  took 
in  the  poor  wounded  seaman  shared  at  least 
equally  with  that  which  I  felt  for  mysel£  The 
line-of-battleHship  hove  to  and  sent  a  boat  on 
board ;  a  lieutenant  fix>m  her  jumped  upon  our 
deck,  and  not  knowing  the  sufferings  we  had 
undei^one,  halloed  out  on  seeing  me  in  uniform, 
*  Why,  youngster,  what  the  deuce  are  you  at 
here?  you  seem  as  much  adrifi:  as  a  marine 
upon  a  grating,  or  a  gull  upon  the  wing  without 
a  tail'  The  vivacity  of  his  manner,  however, 
instantly  changed  when  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon 
the  scene  of  carnage  which  still  disfigured  the 
deck  of  the  brig,  *  How  is  this?'  cried  he,  *  four 
slaughtered  menl  Boy,  tell  me  instantly,  or ' 
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I  could  only  answer  by  exclaiming,  *  Water,  for 
God's  sake,  water  I'  *  Water !'  sung  out  one  of 
the  line-of-batde-ship's  people,  who  came  tum- 
bling up  in  great  haste  from  below,  where  he 
had  been  on  a  light-fingering  expedition.  ^  Tm 
blowed  if  we  shan't  have  water  enough  in  about 
five  minutes  if  we  don't  cut  and  run  out  of 
this ;  why.  Sir,  the  brig  is  going  down.'  *  Jump 
into  the  boat,  lads,'  bellowed  the  lieutenant; 
^  come,  bear  a  hand  all  of  you,  and  you 
youngster  must  go  with  us ;  we  will  have  your 
story  by-and-by.'  I  was  weak,  and  could 
scarcely  walk ;  they  were  forcing  me  over  the 
side  of  the  vessel,  when  I  struggled  and  refiised 
to  go  without  my  poor  wounded  companion. 

*  Oh,  nonsense,'  they  aH  said,  *  he  is  dead.'  *  He 
is  not,'  I  replied,  *  and  if  you  refiise  to  take  him 
with  you — that  poor  fellow  there  with  the  rope 
round  him — ^I  will  swear  his  life  against  you  all.' 
'  It  is  more  than  my  commission  is  worth  to 
leave  him  behind  after  that,'  said  the  lieutenant ; 

*  so  if  there  is  any  life  in  him,  bundle  him  into 
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the  boat,  double  quick  my  lads.'  Several  of  the 
men  handed  poor  Austin  over  the  gangway, 
then  jumping. into  the  boat,  pulled  away  for  the 
ship.  As  the  sailors  were  assisting  me  up  the 
line-of*battle-ship's  side,  I  heard  many  voices 
shout  out,  *  See,  she. is  going  down  stem  fore- 
most' Indeed  it  was  too  true,  f(»*  I  had  scarcely 
reached  the  deck  when  the  brig  disappeared ; 
the  unfortunate  Belle  Anne  of  Jersey  was  seen 
no  more* 

« 

"  The  inaii-of*war  which  had  rescued  me  was 
under  orders  for  Calcutta ;  therefore  the  length 
of  the  voyage  afforded  time  enough  for  the 
doctor  and  his  mates  to  experimentalize  on  the 
half-dead  body  of  poor  Austin ;  and  I  am  right 
glad  to  be  able  to  say,  they  did  not  leave 
him  by  making  him  any  other  sort  of  subject 
than  a  loyal  subject  of  his  Majesty.  My  worthy 
henchman  and  myself,  after  some  slight  vicissi^ 
tudes,  reached  England  from  the  East  Indies 
exactly  one  year  after  being  rescued  from  our 
extremity  of  trouble.     My  indignation  against 
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the  unfeeling  and  vindictive  Mr.  Reefknot  had 
by  no  means  abated^  and  I  had  drawn  up,  with 
the  assistance  oi^  and,  in  fact,  under  the  direc- 
tion o^  the  chaplain  of  the  ship,  in  whom  I  found 
a  real  friend,  a  formal  statement  of  the  whole 
circumstances  as  they  occurred;  but  I  found 
out  on  my  arrival,  that  the  old  wretch  who  had 
been  the  willing  agent  of  all  my  misery,  and 
the  death  of  four  of  his  fellow-creatures,  had 
gone  overboard  by  falling  from  the  hammock 
ndls,  while  the  frigate  was  running  through  St. 
Nicholas  Gat,  on  her  way  to  Yarmouth  Roads ; 
and  as  the  channel  is  too  narrow  there  to  allow 
of  a  ship  rounding  to,  the  Captain  had  but  one 
alternative,  either  to  lose  his  master  or  to  en- 
danger his  ship ;  he  therefore  wisely  reflected 
diat  he  might  easily  be  supplied,  by  the  proper 
authorities,  with  a  fresh  sample  of  the  former, 
while  he  had  no  chance  whatever  of  another 
commission  in  case  of  the  loss  of  the  latter. 
Permanent  half-pay  being  a  disagreeable  thing, 
Mr.  Reefknot  was  drowned. 
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"  On  my  arrival  at  my  Other's  house,  I  ob- 
served  the  footman  m  his  black  Uvery  soule  as 
I  entered,  rejoiced,  no  doubt,  at  the  chance  of 
leaving  off  his  mourning  for  me,  which  had 
become  dingy  and  white,  seamed  by  a  constant 
six  months'  wear.  The  housemaid  and  cook 
blubbered  heartily  at  my  misfortunes.  My 
father  did  not  know  what  to  make  of  it,  but 
was  horribly  annoyed  when  he  heard  that  I 
should  require  an  entirely  new  fit-out  My 
mother  did  not  cease  crying  for  joy  for  a  week, 
therefore  made  everybody  in  the  house  miser- 
able ;  in  &ct,  the  affair  caused  a  temporary  effer- 
vescence in  the  fiunily  until  the  nine  days' 
wonder  passed  away  and  brought  everything 
to  its  proper  level" 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 

**  But  mark  the  last  broadside  1  she  sinks,  down  she  goes : 
Be  smart  with  the  boats !  they  no  longer  are  foes. 
To  snatch  a  brave  fellow  from  a  wat'ry  grave 
Is  worthy  of  Britons,  who  conquer  to  save." 

OxD  Song. 

OuB  Captain  had  long  expressed  a  wish  to 
look  into  the  harbour  of  Havannah;  and  for 
that  purpose  a  course  was  shaped  along  the  south 
side  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  This  intention  was 
frustrated  by  the  following  occurrence : — As  the 
land  was  opened  at  the  back  of  Cape  Antonio^ 
we  observed  a  vessel  standing  out  to  sea,  ap- 
parently to  meet  us.  It  was  evident  we  had 
been  seen  from  the  shore,  and  the  object  was  to 
intercept  us.     The  stranger  was  a  polacre-rigged 

L  3 
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ship,  of  lai^e  dimensions;  and  our  glassed 
shewed  she  was  pierced  for  twelve  guns  on  each 
broadside.  They  were  long  guns,  as  was  ascer* 
tained  from  their  projection  through  the  ports. 
Her  decks  appeared  crowded  with  men,  and  she 
was  prepared  for  action.  The  Saucy  Jack  was 
immediately  deaired  for  the  same  purpose. 
Captain  Herbert  appeared  very  angry  at  this 
interruption*  **Why/'  said  he,  *^does  this  fool 
cross  us  on  our  way  ?  My  instructions  command 
ine  not  to  seek  an  engagement,  and  I  therefore 
have  not  done  so ;  but  here  comes  one  to  make 
me  either  fight  or  make  sail  away.  I  do  not 
like  to  do  the  former  agsii^t  my  owiler^s  express 
command,  and  I  will  not  do  the  latter  from  any- 
thing at  all  like  equal  force,  for  the  honour  of 
the  old  cdiours  which  are  now  flying  above  our 
heads,  so  what  the  stranger  seeks  he  must  find»" 
Up  went  the  Spanish  colours  on  board  the 
polacre,  and  a  shot  came  whining  past  the 
Sa»cy  Jack. 
-  <<  There's  the  first  musie,''  said  our  Captain ; 
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^  the  Don  has  opened  the  ball;  I  trust  he  will 
be  able  to  go  through  the  dance.  Winstanley 
and  Grafton,  remember^  accidents  may  occur  to 
any  of  us ;  but  our  colours  are  not  to  be  struck 
under  any  drcmnstances.  The  Saucy  Jack  may 
be  sunk,  but  she  is  never  to  be  surrendered : 
now,  to  your  stations,  if  you  please." 

Watching  with  a  hawk-like  eye  to.  catch  the 
intended  manoeuvre  of  the  enemy,  Herbert 
abeadysaw  an  error  was  about  to  be  committed 
by  passing  to  leeward  too  closely,  so  as  to  lose 
the  advantage  he  otherwise  would  have  derived 
from  his  long  guns;  and  the  first  broadside 
given  and  returned  convinced  him  of  the  fact ; 
for  while  his  twelve  pounders  did  but  trifling 
damage  to  the  Saucy  Jack,  her  thirtyrtwos,  at 
so  short  a  distance,  shook  him  to  the  very  keeL 
Perceiving  his  mistake,  the  Spaniard  wore 
round  to  increase  his  distance.  Our  com- 
mander was  too  experienced  a  sailor  to  throw 
such  a  chance  away. 

**  By  no  means,"  said  he ;  ^^  may  you  live  a 
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thousand  years  if  I  do>  Sigfior.''  The  Saucy 
Jack  bore  up  likewise^  and  was,  by  her  advan- 
tage in  sailing,  enabled  to  stick  to  the  polacre 
like  a  leach.  For  twenty  minutes  did  the  two 
ships  run  before  the  wind,  pouring  broadside 
after  broadside  into  each  other,  until  a  great 
confusion  was  observed  on  the  Spaniard's  deck, 
and  he  endeavoured  to  lay  us  on  board. 

The  helm  of  the  Saucy  Jack  was  immediately 
clapped  hard  a-port;  and  as  she  rounded  to,  a 
most  destructive  fire  was  poured  into  the  enemy, 
the  guns  having  been  levelled  lower  than  before, 
by  order.  The  consequence  was,  in  hauling 
nearer  the  wind,  the  polacre's  main^mast  went 
by  the  board;  the  mizen-topmast  and  gaff  of 
the  privateer  were  shot  away  at  the  same  mo* 
ment;  the  colours  were  directly  nailed  to  the 
head  of  the  mizen-*mast.  The  polacre  having 
her  way  through  the  water  impeded  by  the 
wreck  of  the  fallen  mast,  the  Saucy  Jack  shot 
ahead,  then,  crossing  the  Spaniard's  hawse, 
poured  two  raking  broadsides  into  her  bows. 
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and  took  up  a  position  on  her  larboard  beam. 
The  Don  could  now  hardly  bring  a  single  gun 
to  bear  on  the  privateer,  they  being  covered  on 
this  side  by  the  main-'top-sail,  and  the  top-mast 
rising.  His  seamen  were  using  every  exertion 
to  cut  away  the  masts  and  sails  which  hung  over 
the  side,  and  were  dreadfiilly  annoyed  while 
attempting  to  do  so  by  the  grape  shot  with 
which  the  guns  of  the  Saucy  Jack  had  been 
loaded  for  that  purpose. 

The  action  became  murderous ;  the  Spaniard 
had  not  a  chance,  yet  he  bravely  refused  to 
strike  his  colours.  In  a  few  minutes  there  was 
an  explosion  on  board  of  the  enemy,  and  his 
foremast  felL  Captain  Herbert  gave  orders  to 
cease  firing,  and  prepare  the  boats  to  save  the 
polacre's  crew.  At  this  moment  an  officer  was 
observed  on  the  poop  of  the  Spanish  ship  waving 
his  hat  as  a  token  of  submission.  The  two 
quarter-boats  of  the  privateer  were  instantly 
lowered,  but  only  one  would  swim;  she  was 
filled  with  men,  and  sent  to  the  assistance  of 
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the  distressed  antagonist,  wUch  was  now  one 
mass  of  flame.  The  other  boats  were  bemg 
hoisted  out  as  fast  as  the  crippled  state  of  the 
rigging  would  permit,  when  the  Spaniaitls  were 
observed  jumping  overboard  in  all  directions, 
and  our  people  endeavouring  to  get  to  their 
boat  Then  came  a  noise  louder  than  the 
loudest  thunder,  and  the  atmosphere  was 
covered  with  smoke  and  flame.  The  wreck  of 
the  polacre  lurched  heavily  three  or  four  times, 
and  went  down  head  foremost,  leaving  the  sur- 
face of  the  sea  strewed  with  spars,  booms,  stores, 
and  unfortunate  men  swimming  for  their  lives. 
The  boats  of  the  Saucy  Jack  were  soon  upon 
the  spot,  and  succeeded  in  rescuing  all  the 
English  seamen,  (but  one,  who  had  been  killed 
by  the  explosion,)  and  seventy-three  of  the 
Spaniards ;  but  not  one  ofiicer, — ^they  had  been 
either  killed  during  the  action  or  had  shared 
the  fate  of  the  ship. 

It  was  ascertained  from  the  prisoners  that  the 
Spanish   polacre    was  called  the   Esmeralda; 
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mounted  twenty-fout  long  twelve  pounders, 
with  a  ctew,  at  the  commencement  of  the  en*- 
gagement,  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  men. 
She  had  sailed  four  days  previously  from  the 
Havannah,  on  a  cruise  against  our  homeward- 
bound  ships. 

The  number  of  Spaniards  saved  from  the 
destroyed  polacre  proved  a  great  inconvenience 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Saucy  Jack,  as 
they  not  only  occupied  much  room,  but  con- 
sumed water  and  provisions  almost  to  the  ex- 
tent  of  the  whole  ship's  company.  Humanity 
demanded  every  attention  to  a  vanquished  foe, 
but  it  was  lamentable  that  we  should  suffer 
from  an  incHnation  to  be  kind.  The  crowded 
state  of  the  ship,  and  the  dirty  propensities  of 
th^  prisoners,  caused  the  yellow  fever  to  make 
its  appearance  on  board  the  privateer. 
'  Every  precaution  had  been  taken ;  the  vessel 
Having  been  btiilt  for  a  tropical  climate,  ventila- 
tion had  been  carefully  attended  to ;  whitewash 
had  been  uni^paxin^  used ;  sulphur  had  been 
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burned  on  sheets  of  tin  on  the  lo^v^r  deck ;  the 
windsails  were  constantly  down  the  hatchwayiB ; 
yet  nought  availed.  The  Spaniards  had  brought 
the  pestilence  with  them,  and  had  disseminated 
it  among  our  crew. 

Captain  Herbert  saw  that  something  decisive 
must  be  done  to  stop  the  progress  of  this  fright- 
fiil  visitation ;  he  therefore  determined  to  get 
rid  of  his  prisoners.  They  were  accordingly 
landed  on  an  island  called  the  Grand  Cay- 
mayne,  and  left  to  shift  for  themselves.  It  was 
heart-rending  to  hear  the  cries  of  the  woimded 
and  the  sick,  as  they  were  being  removed  from  the 
ship  to  the  shore ;  but  there  was  no  alternative. 
Would  diat  the  Spanish  polacre  had  never  been 
built,  or  at  least  had  kept  out  of  sight  of  the 
Saucy  Jack  I  Li  spite  of  every  antidote,  the 
fever  made  its  way  among  our  men :  there  were 
thirty-six  in  their  hammocks,  one  or  two  dying 
daily,  and  but  few  convalescent  These  sick 
people,  being  placed  near  to  those  who  had  been 
wounded  in  the  last  engagement,  a^^ravated 
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their  sufferings  as  a  seaman  who  had  been  but 
sli^tly  hurt  caught  the  infection  and  died. 

Captain  Herbert  never  lost  his  presence  of 
mind  during  this  scene  of  distress ;  he  was  firm 
as  a  rock.  It  is  true^  the  good-humoured  smile 
and  the  hearty  laugh  were  no  longer  to  be  seen 
or  heard;  they  had  given  place  to  deep  reflec- 
tion as  to  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  to  ad- 
minister comfort,  and  restore  health,  to  his  suf- 
fering crew. 

It  was  determined  to  run  into  a  port  where 
the  privateer  might  remain  for  a  time  secluded, 
until  the  fever  could  be  got  rid  oi^  or  subdued. 
There  is  a  place  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Queen's  Garden,  which  is 
farmed  by  a  vast  number  of  small  islands ;  it  is 
totally  uninhabited,  and  difficult  of  navigation. 
The  Captain  determined  to.  avail  himself  of 
this  security,  to  land  his  ship's  company,  and 
refit  his  vessel. 

For  this  purpose  the  privateer  was  taken  in 
between  two   small  islands,  the  rock's  as  she 
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passed  exhibiting  themselves  under  the  main 
channels.  She  was  made  fast  to  the  shore^  safe 
from  every  breeze  that  could  assail  h^ ;  a  watch 
tower  was  ordered  to  be  built  on  the  highest 
point  of  iand^  but  we  founds  on  going  there,  one 
ready  made  for  our  use.  This  was  just  the 
place  I  had  &ncied,  when  at  school,  where  old 
Blackbeaid  and  his  savages  caroused  and  re- 
freshed during  the  olden  time  of  die  buc- 
cancers. 

The  sick  were  landed  and  placed  under  tents 
made  from  the  ship's  sails;  the  doctor  was 
actively  employed,  yet  still  the  fever  increased, 
and  I  became  amongst  the  afflicted.  To  this 
hour  I  remember  the  horror  I  endured  whilst 
weakened  and  prostrate  from  the  effects  of  this 
pestilential  epidemic  Some  died,  and  were 
speedily  buried,  to  prevent  the  extent,  as  far 
as  could  be,  of  the  contagion :  buried,  indeed, 
almost  without  ceremony  or  frmeral  service. 

My  constitution  was  good ;  I  was  young,  and 
I  recovered   partially,  but  to  what   purpose? 
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To  become  an  emaciated  beings  aad  nurse  and 
attendant  to  that  kind,  good  young  man,  Mr. 
Grafton,  our  second  officer.  He  had  been 
^ized  with  the  fever  in  its  most  malignant  state ; 
there  was  no  chance  whatever  of  his  being  able 
to  bear  up  against  it;  in  less  than  forty-eight 
hours  he  was  visited  by  that  terrible  symptom 
known  by  the  name  of  the  black  vomit,  and  his 
fate  was  consequently  decided.  His  cot  was 
suspended  in  a  tent,  in  which  there  was  a  table 
and  a  chair,  the  former  covered  with  cocking 
drinks,  although  the  doctor  had  instructed  me 
to  give  the  sufferer  porter,  or  even  brandy,  if  he 
expressed  a  wish  to  have  it. 

Decomposition  follows  death  so  rapidly  when 
any  one  dies  from  tbis  horrible  disease,  that  I 
think  it  right  to  state,  however  painfiilly,  that 
die  coffin  for  Mr.  Grafton  was  nearly  completed, 
and  his  grave  had  been  dug  some  hours,  before 
he  breathed  his  last  I  watched  by  his  cot ;  he 
had  been  for  some  time  senseless;  the  lips 
moved  rapidly,  but  the  teeth  were  firmly  set ; 


236  THE  SAUCY  JACK. 

the  eyes  opened  occasionally  ^th  a  convuli^ve 
unmeaning  stare,  and  were  again  half  closed; 
at  length  a  violent  rattling  in  the  throat  was 
heard;  the  sufferer  clenched  his  fists  convul- 
sively, and  sat  bolt  upright  in  his  cot;  his  eyes 
were  wide  open,  and  his  mouth  covered  with 
foam;  this  was  but  momentary,  as  the  poor 
feUow  directly  fell  backwards  on  his  pillow  a 
corpse. 

This  disease  acts  differently  on  those  afflicted : 
some  become  rapidly  convalescent,  and  are 
restored  in  a  few  weeks ;  others  require  change 
of  climate  to  give  them  a  chance  of  their  lives. 
My  case  was  among  the  latter.  The  Captain 
had  perceived  it,  and  spoke  to  me  as  follows : — 

"  I  do  not  know,  in  point  of  fact,  whether  I 
was  justified  in  receiving  you  on  board  the 
Saucy  Jack  when  you  first  made  your  appear- 
ance; but  I  did  not  like  to  refuse  a  young  volun- 
teer who  seemed  so  anxious  to  get  afloat  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  tell  you  now,  although  you  may 
find  my  advice  hard  of  digestion,  that  you  must 
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immediately  return  to  your  native  air.  This 
climate  is  no  place  for  you,  now  you  have  once 
felt  the  withering  effects  of  the  yellow  fever. 
You  perceive  yellow  Jack  is  no  rejecter  of 
persons..  There  are  others  who  must  likewise 
.quit  this  country.  I  will  soon  provide  the 
means  of  sending  you  to  England." 

For  this  purpose  our  pinnace  was  sent  out, 
and  in  two  days  returned  with  a  small  Spanish 
droger  which  she  had  captured.  On  board  of 
this  vessel  I  embarked^  with  fourteen  seamen 
who  had  been  ill,  and  were  ordered  home.  We 
made  sail  for  Jamaica,  and  there  placed  our- 
selves under  the  direction  of  our  agent,  to  wait 
until  he  could  procure  us  a  passage  to  our 
native  country.  On  parting  with  Captain 
Herbert,  he  shook  hands  with  me  and  said, 
'^  I  am  sorry  to  part  with  you,  my  lad,  as  I 
always  am  with  those  I  esteem,  but  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary.  If  you  should  get  thoroughly 
well,  and  wish  again  to  join  the  Saucy  Jack*  be 
she  east  or  west,  while  I  command  her,  a  snug 
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berth  shall  be  provided  for  you."  Then  shaking 
me  heartily  by  the  hand,  he  turned  and  left 
me. 

I  was  admitted  as  a  passenger  with  four  of 
the  invalid  seamen  on  board  of  a  ship  bound  to 
London,  among  whom  was  an  Irishman  we 
received  from  the  Spanish  ship  with  the  cargo 
of  friars.  He  went  by  the  name  of  Patrick 
Doyle ;  he  had  suffered  severely  by  the  attack 
of  fever ;  it  had  reduced  him  almost  to  a 
skeleton  ;  still,  however,  tenacious  of  life,  he 
would  crawl  on  deck,  and  bask  his  emaciated 
form  in  the  stm  as  we  crossed  the  Atlantic; 
but  whAi  we  approached  the  fogs  in  the  chops 
of  the  channel,  he  took  to  his  hammock,  and 
could  not  be  induced  to  leave  it  He  had 
singled  me  out  as  his  only  associate  during  the 
voyage,  and  earnestly  requested  me  to  give  him 
the  earliest  intelligence  of  the  sight  of  land. 
He  kept  gradually  sinking,  and  grew  weaker 
every  day.  On  the  evening,  when  we  cast 
anchor  at  Spithead,  I  went  to  the  side  of  his 
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hanoimock  and  told  him  we  were  to  go  on  shore 
nest  morning. 

"  It  may  be  your  good  fortune,"  said  he, 
^^but  not  mine ;  I  shall  never  see  another  day- 
break. I  am  dying.  I  feel  that  my  heart  is 
now  struggling  with  the  destroyer.  I  never 
can  survive  the  exertion  of  the  passage  on  shore, 
therefore  beg  of  the  commanding^officer  to^have 
the  humanity  to  let  me  die  here.  I  feel  quite 
exhausted,  and  can  scarce  speak.  You  may 
have  observed  some  peculiaiities  about  me 
whichj  perhaps,  may  have  led  you  to  believe  I 
am  not  the  low-bred  character  which  my  fate 
has  led  me  to  assimie.  My  name  is  here  only 
known  as  Patrick  Doyle ;  but  I  once  could 
boast  a  better,  and  with  bnghter  prospects 
before  me  than  Providence  has  allowed  to  be 
fulfilled.  God,  his  wiU  be  done.  You,  young 
man,  have  shewn  a  good  heart  in  attending  to 
me  during  our  voyage  home ;  I  will  recompense 
you  as  far  as  I  can.  Here,"  continued  he, 
drawing  forth  a  paper  firom  under  the  bed- 
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clothes,  "is  my  will,  by  which  you  become 
entitled  to  all  my  pay  and  prize-money  ;  the 
latter  may  prove  considerable  from  the  affair  at 
^Aguadilla.'^  I  attempted  to  give  him  hopes  of 
recovery ;  but  he  shook  his  head,  and  answered, 
"  It  is  impossible ;  yet  do  not  leave  me,  watch 
bymethisnightr  I  gave  my  promise.  «So, 
now,"  said  he,  "place  my  arms  across  my  breast 
and  retire ;  but  not  out  of  call" 

This  was  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
I  was  aroused  fit>m  a  slumber  by  the  voice  of 
Pat  Doyle.  He  was  exclaiming  vehemently; 
but  all  I  could  collect  was,  "  My  coimtry,  con- 
sider my  country;  the  land  of  my  birth,  the 
many  friends,  all  associated,  firm,  and  true."  I 
quietly  asked  the  wretched  man  if  he  wanted 
for  anything  ?  My  voice  had  the  effect  of  re- 
calling for  a  moment  his  scattered  senses ;  he 
grasped  my  hand  violently ;  fixed  on  me  a  look 
which,  by  a  smile,  betokened  recognition ;  and 
in  an  effort  to  speak,  the  body  parted  with  the 
souL 
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I  never  could  ascertain  the  real  name  and 
condition  of  this  unfortunate  man,  but  suppose 
him  to  have  been  an  Irish  gentleman  whose  life 
had  become  forfeit,  from  having  taken  too  active 
a  share  in  the  last  rebellion. 

After  seeing  his  remains  decently  interred  in 
the  buiying-ground  at  Gosport,  I  proceeded  to 
London,  and  waited  upon  the  owners  of  the 
privateer  with  the  letters  entrusted  to  my  care 
by  Captain  Herbert,  and  our  agents  at  Jamaica. 
I  experienced  a  most  flattering  reception ;  and 
was  invited  to  make  their  house  my  home  until 
I  should  have  an  answer  from  my  father,  to 
whom  I  had  written. 

As  I  had  received  all  I  was  entitled  to,  and, 
by  the  kindness  of  the  owners  of  the  privateer, 
been  supplied  with  the  amount  of  the  bequest 
of  my  deceased  friend,  I  was  in  possession  of 
several  hundred  pounds.  This  I  had  not  failed 
to  communicate  in  my  letter  home ;  and  I  be- 
lieve it  had-  the  eflfect  of  securing  me  a  better 

VOL.  L  M 
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reception  and  easier  forgiveness  than  if  I  re- 
turned as  poor  and  as  silly  as'  I  went. 

My  health  was  soon  restored  by  the  invigo- 
rating effects  of  my  own  native  air ;  but,  like 
most  young  men  who  have  made  one  voyt^e  to 
sea,  I  could  not  shake  off  the  inclination  I  felt 
to  make  another.  Year  after  year  rolled  away, 
until  the  death  of  my  parents  left  me  at  liberty 
to  do  as  I  wished  I  had  much  more  expe- 
rience when  I  set  out  on  my  second  voyage, 
and  did  not  in  ignorance  enter  on  board  a 
privateer. 


END  OF   THE  8ATJCY  JACK. 


T.  C.  Savin,  Printer,  107.  St.  Martin's  Lane. 
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CHAPTER  L 

"  Up-torn,  reluctant,  from  its  oozy  caTe, 
The  ponderous  anchor  rises  o'er  the  wave ; 
High  on  the  slippery  masts  the  yards  ascendy 
And  hi  abroad  the  canvass  wings  extend/ 

FaLCON£R. 

In  the  concluding  part  of  my  narrative  of  the 
first  voyage  I  ever  made  to  sea,  under  the  title 
of  ^*  The  Saucy  Jack^"  I  remarked  that,  like  most 
young  men  who  have  been  induced  to  make  one 
voyage,  I  could  not  shake  off  the  inclination  I 
felt  to  make  another.  The  only  tie  which  kept 
me  at  home  being  removed  by  the  death  oi  my 
parents,  I  purchased  a  small  share  in  a  ship 
bound  for  the  East  Indies,  and  beciinie  second- 
mate  of  her,  with  liberty  to  embark  a  trifling 

VOL.    II.  B 


4  THE   IN0IAMAN. 

assured  him  he  would  do  ail  in  his  power. 
"  And,"-  said  he,  ''  as  the  tide  has  not  yet  made 
out,  and  the  wind  is  rather  scant,  the  fiesh  beef 
may  stick  to  Haslar  a  bit,  before  I  need  let 
them  know  at  Spithead.  What  sort  o£  a  ship 
does  your  honour  look  for  ?  and  what  may  be 
her  name  ?" 

^'The  ship  is  an  Indiaman,''  answered  the 
landsman,  *'  and  her  name  is  the  ^  William 
Tell;  " 

**  Why  did  you  not  say  so  before  ?"  said  the 
signal-man ;  "  there  she  is  at  anchor ;  you  may 
see  her--' there — that  one  I  am  pointing  out; 
she  arrived  last  night ;  you  may  know  her  by  her 
fore^opmast  raking  forward  as  if  it  was  going 
to  kiss  the  flying^jib-boom :  but  your  Indiamen 

« 

were  always  more  to  be  valued-  for  their  inside 
than  their  out  Now,  when  I  was  captain  of 
the  fore-top  in  the  Medusa  firigate — "  here  the 
seaman  applied  the  glass  to  his  eye,  and  broke 
off  his  threatened  yarn  with  the  information 
that  a  boat  from  the  William  Tell  Has  coming 
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on  shore,  with  some  officers  in  her.  '^Now, 
sir,"  said  he  to  his  new  acquaintance,  ^' if  you 
make  sail  down  to  Sally  port,  you  will  meet  the 
Captain." 

*'  I  will,"  replied  the  landsman.  *'  Thank  you, 
my  good  fellow ;  thank  you." 

^'  Thank  you  T'  retprted  the  sailor,  as  he  shook 
the  silver  together,  which  he  had  phiced  in  his 
trowsers-pocket ;  and  the  parties  separated, 
mutually  satisfied — ^the  one  to  make  his  signals 
to  Spithead,  and  the  other  to  meet  the  boat 
which  was  coming  from  thence. 

The  boat  soon  reached  the  landing-place, 
and  the  officers  jumped  on  diore.  The  gentle-- 
man  who  had  been  so  anxiously  expecting 
them  stepped  forward  immediately,  and,  shak- 
ing the  first  cordially  by  the  hand,  exclaimed, 
**  How  .glad  I  am  to  see  you.  Captain  Under- 
wood I — ^hey  I  safe  arriyed  at  last" 

"  Good  day  to  you,  Mr.  Melrose,"  returned 
the  Captain,  ^^  you  are  most  punctual  to  your 
time.  '  I  need  not  ask  how  you  are,  but  allow  me 


6  THE   INDIAMAX. 

to  inquire^  is  Miss  Amelia  in  good  health?  and  k 
she  prepared  for  our  long  voyage  ?  The  wind 
is  fidr,  and  should  it  continue  so  we  will  be 
under  way  to-morrow  morning  at  day  light. 
May  I  be  allowed,  Mr.  Melrose,  to  pay  my 
respects  to  your  daughter  ?" 

"  To  be  sure,"  replied  Mr.  Melrosoi  **  I  am 
staying  at  the  *  Geoi^e ;'  come  with  me, — ^we 
shall,  no  doubt,  find  Amelia,  who  will  be  ex- 
pecting me  to  breakfest;  the  sea  air,  I  hope, 
will  enable  you  to  do  justice  to  our  fare;  so 
come.  Captain  ;  your  arm." 

"I  beg  pardon,  Mr.  Melrose,"  interrupted 
the  Captain,  "but  before  I  accompany  you, 
allow  me  to  introduce  my  first  ofiicer,  Mr. 
Barker ;  he  is  a  gentleman  with  whose  worth 
you  will  become  acquainted  before  we  have 
been  long  at  sea."  The  parties  thus  introduced 
exchanged  the  customary  civilities,  and  Mr. 
Melrose  hurried  the  Captain  towards  the  High- 
street  The  latter  called  out,  on  parting  with 
Mr.  Barker,  "  Be  on  board  early,  and  uiimoor 
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at  two  in  the  moming."  The  chief  officer 
touched  his  hat,  and  merely  answered,  ^'  Aye, 
aye,  sirP 

A  pause  here  ensued,  until  Mr.  Melrose 
broke  silence  by  observing, "  Two  o'clock  in  the 
moming  is  a  very  unseasonable  hour  to  put  to 
sea.  Captain  Underwood,  is  it  not  ?  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  sort  of  the  middle  of  the  night." 

**  There  is  an  old  adage,  Mr.  Melrose,"  re^ 
plied  the  Captain,  ^^  that  time  and  tide  wait 
for  no  man ;  but,  to  oblige  you,  my  good  sir, 
we  will  compound  in  this  instance  with  both. 
I  have  too  much  regard  for  the  health  of  Miss 
Amelia  to  subject  her  to  the  night  air ;  an  hour 
after  sunrise  will  be  time  enough.  It  is  my 
intention  to  remain  on  shore  to  nighty  and  if 
you  please  you  can  both  embark  with  me; 
my  boat  wiU  be  ready  at  six  o'clock,  at  the 
latest" 

This  conversation  brought  the  gentlemen  to 
the  "  George,"  and  they  were  shewn  up  stairs. 
The  meeting  between  Miss  Melrose  and  Cap- 
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tain  Underwood  plainly  evinced  tliat  they  were 
not  fftrangers;  she  received  his  compliments 
and  mquiries  with  much  embarrassment  and 
confosion.  and  found  some  difficnlty  in  replying, 
until  relievfid  by  her  father^  who  had  been 
busily  employed  shaking  some  salt  over  a  plate 
of  mu£Sns,  and  drying  some  water-cresses  with 
a  napkin ;  but  he  now  exclaimed,  with  some  im- 
patience, **  Come,  Amelia,  my  dear,  do  pour 
out  the  teal — do  not  stand  upon  ceremony; 
you  and  the  Captain  have  met  before,  I  believe ; 
there  is  no  further  introduction  required^ — so 
sit  down,  sit  down  1" 

During  breakfast,  the  conversation  turned 
principally  upon  the  approaching  voyage,  the 
probable  length  and  the  dangers  of  jt,  and  such 
other  topics  as  were  individually  interesting. 
Mr.  Melrose  invited  the  Captain  to  give  them 
his  company  at  dinner ;  but,  however  he  might 
feel  inclined  to  comply,  in  the  hepe  of  the 
society  of  the  young  Ia<fy,  his  duties  elsewhere 
were  too  numerous  to  admit  of  it,  and  he  togk 
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his  leore,  promising  to  be  'with  them  at  sunrise 
on  the  foUowing  mommg. 

True  to  his  appointment,  Captain  Underwood 
met  Mr.  Mehrose  and  his  dauj^ter  at  sunrise, 
and  accompanied  them  to  the  place  of  embarka- 
tion, where  one  of  the  ship's  cutters,  manned 
with  a  dozen  stout  seamen,  was  waiting  to  con- 
vey them  on  board.  The  breeze  was  light,  the 
water  smooth,  and  every  prospect  fair  and  cheer- 
ing; yet  Amelia  Melrose  felt  so  extremely 
agitated,  now  the  time  had  actually  arrived 
when  she  was  to  quit,  perhaps  for  ever,  her 
native  shore,  that  she  required  not  only  her 
father,  but  likewise  Captain  Underwood's  sup- 
port to  assist  her  to  her  seat  in  the  boat.  The 
gentlemen  placed  themselves  one  on  each  side, 
the  Captain  being  careful  to  wrap  her  well  in 
his  boat  cloak,  to  defend  her  firom  the  cold  sea 
air ;  and  upon  the  order  being  given,  the  rowers 
impelled  the  boat  rapidly  through,  the  water 
until  she  was  placed  alongside,  under  the  gan^ 
way  of  the  huge  William  TelL 

b3 


10  THB  INBZAMAN. 

The  Captain  now  called  to  Mr.  Barker  to  be 
quick  and  send  a  whip  down  for  the  lady. 
Both  Amelia  and  her  fether  appeared  startled 
at  so  extraordinary  a  direction,  and  not  even 
the  fright  and  agitation  the  former  was  suffering 
prevented  her  from  saying  in  a  tremulous  tone, 
"  A  whip  for  me.  Captain  Underwood  I  this  is  a 
strange  reception  I  have  to  meet  with,  truly,  on 
board  of  your  ship."  **  Damn  it  I"  quoth  Mr. 
Melrose  to  himself,  ^^is  he  going  to  flog  us 
already  ?" 

The  Captain  could  not  help  laughing  at  the 
mistake,  as  he  pointed  to  a  rope  which  was  rove 
through  a  block  on  the  main-yard-arm,  and  by 
which  a  handsome  chair  was  now  being  lowered 
into  the  boat  Having  placed  Miss  Melrose  in 
the  chair,  and  secured  the  fastening  to  prevent 
her  felling  forwards,  he  superintended  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  guy  himself,  and  without  the 
slightest  inconvenience  his  fair  charge  found 
herself  in  safety  on  the  quarter  deck.  There 
was  no  other  passenger  at  present  to  be  seei>. 
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ao  Captain  Underwood  introduced  both  fiither 
and  daughter  to  their  separate  cabins,  where 
every  accommodatioh  had  aheady  been  provided 
for  their  use*  Leaving  them  there,  he  returned 
to  the  quarter-deck,  and  gave  orders  for  the 
anchor  to  be  weighed.  The  hands  were  turned  up 
accordingly — ^the  boat  which  had  brought  them 
on  board  was  hoisted  up — the  capstan  was 
manned — Mr.  Barker  called  out,  **  Are  you 
brought  to  below?"  **A11  ready!"  was  the 
answer — ^the  fiddler  struck  up  **  Off  she  goes  1" 
— ^the  men  hove  round  with  a  hearty  good  will-  • 
the  anchor  was  speedily  out  of  the  ground,  and 
the  William  Tell  under  sail,  running  rapidly 
down  channel  with  a  &ir  and  pleasant  breeze. 


lifi  L'HB  XNDIAlfAir. 


CHAPTER  IL 


**  Thai  love  alone  which  yirtuel  laws  control 
Deserves  reception  in  the  human  soul/' 
*'  Let  us  in  bonds  of  lasting  peace  unite/' 
*'  And  celebrate  the  hymeneal  rite. 


Anon. 


The  good  ship  being  now  at  sea,  and  making 
rapid  prepress  on  her  voyage,  it  will  be  neces* 
saiy  to  give  some.descriptiofi  of  those  who  were 
on  boaid  as  passengers.  There  were  others  be- 
sides  Mr.  Melrose  and  his  daughter,  but  wc 
will  begin  with  them,  as  we  already  haice  some 
acquaintance  with  them. 

Mr.  Melrose  was  at  this  time  a  partner  in  a 
London  house  of  much  wealth  and  considera- 
tion in  the  East  India  trade ;  he  had  been  in 
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the  counting-house  firom  the  time  he  had  left 
school^  and  had  scarcely  ever  left  the  desk,  even 
for  a  holiday^  until  his  unremitting  attention, 
and  K>me  property  he  inherited  from  hk  fether, 
advanced  him  to  the  lucrative  situation  which 
he  now  held.  He  had  been  left  a  widower 
about  six  years  previous  to  the  present  tfane,  and 
was  immoderately  fond  of  his  only  daughter, 
Amelia:  a  good,  but  simple-hearted  man,  he 
had  allowed  his  mind  to  be  completely  absorbed 
with  high  notions  of  the  advantageous  match 
he  should  of  course  obtain  for  his  daughter,  who, 
he  vowed,  he  would  marry  to  a  nabob  at  least, 
as  the  mission  with  which  he  had  been  entrusted 
would  introduce  him  to  the  highest  class  of 
society  which  could  be  found  in  the  country. 

His  daughter  Amelia  was  a  very  handsome 
young  lady,  about  twenty  two  years  of  age, 
possessing  rather  a  sentimental  turn  of  mind, 
and,  as  may  be  imagined  from  our  first  intro- 
duction  to  her,  was  not  quite  so  anxious  for  a 
marriage  in  the  East  as  her  father  appeared  to 
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be ;  and  most  certainly  not  with  a  husband  of 
her  Other's  choice,  as  she  had  akeady  made 
her  own,  her  earliest  and  first  affections  having 
been  fixed  on  Captain  Underwood,  whom  she 
firequently  met  with,  not  only  at  her  Other's 
house,  but  in  the  family  society  of  the  other 
partners  in  the  firm.  Captain  Underwood, 
who  was  a  handsome,  shrewd,  ahd  good-hearted 
sailor,  was  by  no  means  slow  in  perceiving  the 
impression  he  had  made  on  the  heart  of  the 
fair  daughter  of  the  owner  of  his  ship,  and  by 
firequent  interviews  had  allowed  his  own  affec*'' 
tions  to  be  so  completely  ensnared  that  he  had 
become  her  ardent  lover  and  admirer,  while  he 
only  fancied  he  was  paying  but  little  more  than 
commonly  polite  attention.  The  Captain  was 
not  fully  aware  how  deeply  his  heart  was  en- 
gaged, until- the  time  drew  near  for  the  William 
Tell  to  sail,  and  then  he  ascertained  how  veiy 
necessary  the  society  of  the  handsome  Amelia 
had  become  to  his  happiness.  While  he  was 
wavering  as  to  the  propriety  of  declaring  hiin* 
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self  previouslj  to  sailing  on  the  present  voyage 
to  India,  or  waiting  until  his  return^  when  he 
thought  it  probable  he  might  have  a  better 
dmnce  of  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  young 
lady's  &ther,  by  having  made  an  addition  to  his 
fortune^  he  received  the  communication  that 
the   affairs  of  the  house  of  **  Pinkerton,    Ed- 
wards, and  Melrose,"  rendered  the  presence  of 
'  one  of  the  firm  immediately  necessary  at  Cal- 
cutta.     The   junior  partner  was  accordingly 
selected,  and  as  Mr.  Melrose  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  be  separated  from  his  daughter,  the 
more  particularly  as  there  was  no  definite  time 
for  his  stay  in  the  East,  it  was  so  arranged  that 
Amelia  should  undertake  the  voyage  with  him. 

It  was  with  great  delight  the  young  lady 
heard  that  the  William  Tell  had  been  chosen 
to  convey  them  to  their  destination,  and  Mr. 
Melrose  preferred  it  lUcewise,  as  he  had  a  greater 

regard  for  Caption  Underwood,  and' a  higher 
^  ^, 

(pinion  of  his  abilities,  than  of  those  of  any  other 

commander  in  the  employ  of  the  house.     The 
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Captain  hardly  knew  how  to  calculate  whether 
this  unexpected  arrangement  would  adyance 
his  prospects  of  marriage,  but  he  determined  to 
lose  no  opportunity  of  improving  the  good 
opinion  the  young  lady  at  present  entertained 
of  him,  now  he  was  to  be  her  every-day  asso- 
ciate, and  likewise  her  host 

There  was  also  a  lady  on  board,  named 
Willis,  the  wife  of  an  officer  of  ranL  She  had 
an  infimt  with  her  but  a  few  months  old.  fier 
husband  had  been  suddenly  ordered  abroad 
while  she  was  unable  to  accompany  him;  but 
now,  being  recovered,  she  was  on  her  way  to 
join  hiuL 

To  be  added  to  these  was  a  young  man 
whose  appearance  was  of  the  military  cast ;  he 
had  a  bushy  head  of  light  sand-coloured  hair, 
extensive  whiskers,  andmustachios  to  ccnnplete, 
the  tout  ensembk  concealing  his  face  so  much 
that  he  was,  as  the  boatswain  of  the  William 
Tell  fiicetiously  remarked,  *'  like  a  mouse  peep- 
ing out  of  a  ball  of  spun  yam.''    This  gentle- 
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man>  whose  name  waa  Augustus  Titterton,  had 
sjmixtg  from  the  younger  branch  of  a  noble 
iaimly,  better  known  fircmi  its  high-sounding 
mune  and  figure  on  the  pension  list  than  from 
its  utility  to  the  country.  He  was  a  regular 
fop— -had  been  two  years  in  the  Guards,  spent 
his  own  money,  and  as  much  of  that  of  his 
Mends  as  he  could  prevail  upon  them  to  ad- 
vance ;  got  into  debt  with  his  tradesmen  until 
they  would  trust  him  no  longer,  then  sold  his 
commission,  and  was  now  sent  by  his  father  to 
Calcutta,  to  join  his  uncle,  who  held  a  consider- 
able appointment,  and  had  promised  to  do  aU  he 
could  for  the  hopeful  nephew. 

The  WiUiam  Tell  had  not  been  long  at  sea 
when  this  scion  of  a  noble  house,  having  par- 
tially recovered  from  a  fit  of  sea  sickness,  which 
he  had  voted  a  bore,  began  to  feel  his  heart 
somewliat  touched  by  the  charms  of  Miss  Mel- 
rose, and,  having  heard  that  she  had  wealth,  he 
determined  to  spare  himself  the  immeasurable 
trouble  of  endeavouring  to  retrieve  his  squan- 
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dered  means  by  personal  exertion^  or  the  in- 
terest of  his  uncle^  by  making  his  fair  enslaver 
his  bride^  and  thus  become  at  once  a  rich  and 
happy  husband^  and  a  gentleman  of  some  con^ 
sequence  in  the  world — ^nothing  doubting  his 
success  with  the  lady,  who,  he  felt  assured, 
could  never  resist  such  a  battery  of  attractions 
as  he  could  bring  into  play  during  a  sea  voyage 
of  probably  four  months.  His  self-conceit  like- 
wise entirely  hid  from  him  the  situation  in 
which  Miss  Melrose  was  placed  with  regard  to 
Captain  Underwood ;  and  when  it  was  hinted 
to  him,  he  mentally  resolved  that,  as  the  lady, 
of  course,  would  incline  her  ear  to  his  solicita- 
tions, no  sea  bear  should  stand  between  him 
and  his  inclinations ;  in  short,  he  would  compel 
the  Captain,  to  forego  whatever  claim  he  might 
assert,  and  give  the  lady  up.  With  this  view, 
he  spared  no  attentions  to  Miss  Melrose,  who, 
however,  avoided  his  company  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, and  treated  him  generally  with  a  marked 
indifference,  which  would  have  convinced  any 
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man  possessing  an  ordinary  share  of  modesty 
that  there  was  no  chance  for  him^  and  that  his 
attentions  were  far  from  satisfactory.  Not  so 
Mr.  Augustus  Titterton ;  modesty  was  not  his 
forte;  he  had  never  been  inoculated  with  it,  nor 
did  he  take  it  naturally ;  but^  confiding  in  his 
own  power  of  persuasion,  and  the  fancied  ele- 
gance of  his  person,  he  determined  to  redouble 
his  devotion  to  the  lady,  and,  as  he  could  not 
carry  her  by  storm,  to  attempt  the  conquest  by 
sap. 

The  ladies  had  each  a  female  attendant  with 
them,  and  Mr.  Titterton  his  valet,  which  com- 
pleted the  number  of  passengers. 

As  the  ship  advanced  to  the  southward,  the 
weather  became  very  much  warmer,  and  beauti- 
fiilly  fine — so  much  so  as  to  admit  of  the  pas- 
sengers passing  the  whole  of  the  day  on  deck, 
under  the  shade  of  the  awning.  Mr.  Mehrose 
amused  himself  by  reading  aloud  to  them,  from 
many  works  which  the  library  of  Captain  Un- 
derwood supplied ;  and  while  he  was  so  engaged. 
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the  Captain  made  the  most  of  his  time  with  the 

fiur  Amelia,  whose  flattering  encouragement 

drew  fi>rth  a  declaration  of  his  sentiments,  which 

vfere  favourably  received.     The  progress  of  a 

private  conversation  between  two  persons  of 

different  sexes  is  often  decisive  of  their  fate, 

and  gives  it  a  turn  sometimes  veiy  different  from 

what  they  themselves  anticipated.      So  it  was 

in  this  instance ;  for  all  the  difficulties  which 

had  been  raised  were  speedily  overcome,  and  a 

promise  of  marriage  passed  between  the  lovers ; 

* 
but  with  tiie  understanding  that  the  consent  of 

Mr.   Melrose  was  to  be  obtained,  and  each 

party  was  to  use  the  most  earnest  persuasion ; 

and  should  they  not  succeed  so  soon  as  they 

wished,  mutual  constancy  and  hope  were  to  be 

their  consolation. 

Captain  Uunderwood  was  not  such  a  novice 

in  SiSsirs  of  love  but  that  he  was  aware    the 

most  difficult  part  of  the  task  was  accomfdiaiied, 

— ^for  he  had  obtained  the  consent  of  the  lady, 

and  his  own  consent  likewise ;  therefore,  a  de- 
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votedly  fond  &ther  would  not  loi^  withhold 
his  sanction  when  assailed  on  all  sides,  and 
convinced  that  the  happiness  of  his  child  was 
entirely  dependent  upon  him.  Thus  it  was 
arranged  that  Mr.  Melrose  was  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  wishes  of  his  daughter  and 
the  Captain  so  soon  as  they  should  be  settled 
at  Calcutta. 

Day  after  day  passed  away  in  this  agreeable 
manner,  and  Miss  Melrose  found  a  passage  on 
board  of  an  Indiaman  by  no  means  so  tedious  and 
uninteresting  as  she  had  expected.  The  society 
of  Mrs.  Willis,  who  was  an  extremely  kind  and 
well  informed  lady,  and  to  whom  Amelia  had 
appealed  as  a  firiend  and  adviser,  almost  from  their 
first  introduction,  went  further  to  relieve  her 
mind  fix>m  the  monotony  of  each  day's  occupa- 
tion: everything  had  as  yet  appeared  in  harmony ; 
no  foul  winds  nor  heavy  seas  had  obtruded 
themselves  to  render  the  voyage  unpleasant,  or 
inconveniently  confine  the  passengers  to  their 
cabins;    the   winds  and' wafettta  had  been   as 


•> 
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friends,  and  only  witnessed  on  the  fair  side,  as 
friends,  not  as  they  really  are — hypocrites, 
who,  under  a  smooth  and  beauteous  surface, 
hide  all  that  is  treacherous,  deceitful,  and  de- 
structive. 

Mr.  Titterton  had,  to  use  an  old  phrase,  been 
taking  it  confoundedly  easy,  and  had  managed 
to  rough  out  the  dangers  of  fine  weather  at  sea 
with  perfect  satis&ction  to  number  one — ^butnot 
so  to  all  on  board,  for,  in  spite  of  every  remon- 
strance from  both  ladies  and  ofiicers,  he  per^ 
sisted  in  wearing  a  very  long  bright  pair  of 
metal  spurs,  fitted,  like  small  ships'  guns,  on  the 
non-recoil  principle,  and  protruding  to  a  veiy 
inconvenient  length  fi-om  the  high  iron-mounted 
heels  of  his  boots.  These  spurs  were  a  serious 
annoyance,  particularly  to  the  seamen,  some  of 
whom  ventured  to  complain  to  Mr.  Titterton's 
gentleman,  c^est  a  dircy  his  valet,  in  the  hope 
that  as  the  ship  was  at  least  five  hundred  miles 
fitmi  the  land,  and  there  was  no  four-footed 
animal  on  board  to  exercise  spurs  upon,  but  a 
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C0W9  he  would  condescend  to  put  the  nuisance, 
for  the  present,  out  of  commission. 

The  valet  chanced  to  be  the  very  prototype 
of  his  master, — that  is  to  say,  he  was  both  a  fop 
and  a  fool ;  he  could  do  no  more  than  wonder 
how  men  who  smelt  of  pitch  and  tar  could  be  at 
all  aware  of  any  greater  inconvenience.  This 
young  feUow  had  begun  very  early  on  the 
voyage  to  treat  the  seamen  as  beings  &i  beneath 
himself;  and  when  any  of  them  laughed  at  his 
awkwardness  in  going  fore  and  aft  the  deck, 
they  were  generally  threatened  with  a  com- 
plaint to  his  master,  who  would  cause  them  to 
be  punished  for  afironting  their  superior,  in  a 
manner  they  little  expected.  In  return  for  this 
threat,  the  valet  immediately  found  the  hinder 
part  of  his  clean  white  stocking  moistened  and 
stained  with  a  portion  of  tobacco  juice,  without 
his  being  able  exactly  to  tell  from  whence  such 
a  nuisance  proceeded.  Mortified  at  such  an 
insult,  he  inwardly  vowed  personal  vengeance 
on  every  blue  jacket  in  the  ship,  in  due  time 
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and  season*  He  infonned  his  master,  not  only 
of  his  own  treatment,  Imt  of  the  c(»nplaint  of 
the  sailors.  Mr.  Titterton  promised  immediate 
exertion  to  procure  redress,  feding  at  the  same 
time  an  innate  wish  to  resent  the  disdain  of 
Miss  Mebose,  and  the  cool,  though  still  poliie, 
behaviour  of  Captain  Underwood. 

A  few  evenings  after  thisi,  the  hands  were 
turned  up  toreef  tc^wails.  Captain  Underwood 
had  considerable  pride  in  causing  the  duty  to 
be  smartly  done  by  his  crew ;  they  were  both 
able  and  willing;  they  highly  respected  their 
officers,  consequently  everything  went  like 
clock-work — silence  and  activity  aloft,  calm- 
ness and  discretion  below.  The  topsail-yards 
were  lowered  down,  booms  triced  up,  and  the  men 
busy  tying  the  points,  when  Mr.  Titterton  came 
on  deck,  and  placed  himself  in  the  very  situation 
where  he  was  likely  to  be  in  the  way.  Sailors, 
it  is  well  known  by  all  who  have  been  to  sea, 
almost  always  perform  their  duty  in  hot  climates 
Without  wearing  either  shoes  or  stockings ;  how 
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much  must  they  have  been  annoyed^  therefore, 
when  manning  the  topsail  halyards  to  run  the 
yards  up,  at  least  half-a-dozen  of  them  were 
wounded  and  some  blood  drawn  by  the  rowels  of 
Mr.  Titterton's  spurs,  when  that  gentleman  en- 
deavoured to  scramble  out  of  the  way,  to  prevent 
being  overturned.  No  notice  was  taken  at  the 
moment;  but  two  days  afterwards,  while  the 
ladies  and  the  Captain  were  sitting  under  the 
awning,  listening  to  Mr.  Melrose,  who  was 
reading  for  their  amusement,  a  disturbance  was 
heard  below,  which  caused  them  to  start  from 
their  seats.  Mr.  Titterton  now  rushed  up  the 
ladder,  pale  with  rage  and  vexation,  followed  by 
his  servant,  whose  face  wore  the  livery  of  his 
master's,  and  bearing  in  his  grasp  the  identical 
pair  of  boots  and  spurs  which  had  been  the 
cause  of  so  much  trouble ;  but  how  altered  in 
appearance!  altered  even  beyond  the  powers 
of  Warren,  or  Day  and  Martin,  to  restore ; 
in  fact,  the  calker  had  been  at  work  forward 
upon  a  seam  which  required  some  repair,  and 
VOL.  n.  c 
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had  got  ready  a  kettle  of  boiling  pitch  to  pay 
the  seam  when  calked ;  somebody  (which  in  a 
case  like  the  present,  signifies  nobody)  having 
perceived  the  obnoxious  boots  and  spurs  waiting 
in  the  galley  to  be  cleaned^  took  an  opportunity, 
while  the  valet's  back  was  turned,  to  immerse 
them  in  the  boiling  pitch,  where  they  remained 
until  the  horror-struck  gentleman's  gentleman 
released  them  fiom  their  destructive  situation, 
and,  carrying  them  to  his  master,  he  brandished 
them  before  his  astonished  eyes,  exhibiting  the 
once  bright  spurs,  the  once  envied  ones  of 
Hyde  Park,  now  coveted  with  that  which  to 
touch,  the  proverb  sayeth,  "is  to  be  defiled." 
Captain  Underwood  listened  vnth  all  becoming 
patience,  and  with  as  much  gravity  as  he  could 
assume,  to  the  complainants,  and  their  imme- 
diate demand  for  redress,  which  was  uttered  by 
both  with  uncommon  volubility ;  then,  sending 
for  the  master-at-arms,  he  desired  that  every 
inquiry  should  be  made,  so  that  the  ofienders 
should  be  brought  to  punishment     The  result 
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may  be  easily  imagmed.     One  good  it  di4 
however,  the  spurs  were  seen  no  more. 

To  prevent  the  ship's  crew  from  gettmg  into 
mischief  for  want  of  sufficient  employment 
while  running  down  the  trade  wixul^  they  were 
encouraged  to  come  on  deck  and  amuse  themr 
selves  with  various  well-known  games,  such  as 
single-stick,  dancing,  bait  the  bear,  &c.,  as  soon 
as  supper  was  over,  which  was  generally  about 
six  o'clock ;  and  by  the  time  they  had  pretty 
well  exhausted  themselves,  the  ladies  and 
officers,  with  the  assistance  of  the  female  at^ 
tendants,  would  commence  dancing  quadrilles 
to  the  music  of  Mr.  Titterton's  flute,  on  which 
instrument   he  played  remarkably  well.     On 

these  occasions,  the  Captain  generally  danced 
with  Miss  Melrose,  while  the  foremast  men 
ranged  themselves  upon  each  gangway  as  spec 
tators,  and  endeavoured  to  admire  a  species  of 
^fffiing  they  could  by  no  means  understand,—- 
it  being  so  very  difiTerent  from  their  own,  as 
Jack's  pdde  while  dandng  is  never  to  move 

c  2 
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from  the  spot  where  he  begins  to  caper^  but  to 
step  truly  to  the  music  as  rapidly  as  he  can, 
moving  up  and  down  like  a  pea  blown  from  the 
bowl  of  a  tobacco-pipe. 

'^Look  ye^  Bill  I"  observed  one  seaman  to 
another;  '^see  the  skipper;  now  it  is  his  turn  to 
get  under  way;  there — now  he  makes  sail; 
let  us  see  if  we  cannot  manage  to  recollect  how 
he  does  it — ^there,  you  see,  he  has  hauled  his 
wind  on  the  starboard  tack ;  now,  he  bears  up 
to  let  that  small  craft  (meaning  Miss  Melrose) 
pass  without  getting  foul  of  him ;  now,  he  wears 
right  round  to  get  his  head  on  the  other  tack ; 
see,  he  boxhauls  his  partner,  wears  twice  round 
against  the  sun,  sails  round  the  small  craft 
again,  and  then  drops  his  anchor  under  foot 
D— n  me,  if  I  understand  such  manoeuvring; 
but  I  suppose  there  must  be  some  ftm  in 
it,  although  I  can't  find  it  out ;  but  we 
will  ask  Peter  Moses  (the  ship's  barber) 
to  come  and  look  at  them,  and  then  put  it 
down  with  pen  and  ink,  for  he  can  write,  and 
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we  wiU  astonish  our  long-coated  gentry  by 
having  a  genteel  caper  of  our  own." 

"  So  we  will,  Tom,"  replied  the  other  sailor, 
^^  though  I  think  we  shall  have  some  trouble  in 
teaching  old  bandy-legged  Bet  (the  boatswain's 
mate's  wife)  to  come  the  rig  like  a  real  lady." 

Oppressed  with  this  degrading  feeling,  the 
commentators  shook  their  heads,  turned  their 
backs  on  the  dancers,  and  lounged  forward  to 
the  forecastle — a  place  more  congenial  to  their 
dispositions. 
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CHAPTER  HL 


"  I  have  great  comfort  from  this  fellow;  methinks  he  has  no 
Browning  mark  upon  him;  his  complexion  is  perfect 

gallows. 
If  he  be  not  bom  to  be  hanged,  our  case  is  miserable." 

Tempest. 

Mr.  Peter  Swallowtail  filled  the  oflSce  of 
boatswain^  on  board  the  William  Tell.  It  is 
not  known  if  the  name  of  this  personage  be 
spelt  properly;  it  may  have  been  thus  written 
fi*om  the  extraordinary  length  of  the  hinder 
part  of  his  fiill  uniform  coat^ — ^it  being  no  secret 
that^  when  a  real  thorough-bred  son  of  Neptune 
does  ship  a  long  coat,  it  is  a  long  one.  It  takes 
much  persuasion  to  get  it  ordered,  more  to  get 
it    on    when    finished ;    but  when  it  is  on. 
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depend  upon  it  the  skirts  will  reach  to  the  very 
heelSj  and  it  will  be  lai^e  enough  to  button  in, 
not  oillj  the  wearer,  but  his  &mily  also,  should 
they  not  be  very  numerous:  a  tight,  or  even 
commonly  decent  fit,  would  be  constmed  into 
an  attempt  a4  strangulation- 

Again,  the  latter  syllable  may  have  been 
spelt  ^^tale,"  from  the  inordinate  desire  which 
possessed  him  to  listen  to  romantic  stories,  and 
his  credulity  in  believing  them.  From  this 
propensity  he  got  gradually  into  the  habit  of 
romancing  without  any  remors^  upon  all  siib* 
jects  unconnected  with  his  duty,  but  in  that  he 
was  very  particular,  was  a  good  seaman,  coii'^ 
rageous  as  a  bull-dog,  and  quite  capable  of  fill^- 
ing  the  important  trust  for  which  he  had  been 
Engaged. 

It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  the  name  of 
fiwallowtail,  or  ^^tale,"  was  the  one  which  he 
inherited  from  his  fetther,  because  he  never 
knew  he  had  a  father,  so  that  his  real  lineage 
must  remain  in  obscurity,  and  we  must  take 
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him  fot  "better  for  worse,"  with  the  above 
appellation  attached. 

.    On  the  forecastle  of  the  William  Tell,  Mxi 

Swallowtail  reigned  absolute;  and,  although  a 

good  humoured  fellow,  and  somewhat  too  fond 

of  forgetting  the    dignity  of  his    station  by 

mixing  too  jfreely  with  the  foremast  men,  par- 

ticularly  those  who  could  laugh  at  his  jokes>  it 

would  have  been  somewhat  dangerous  for  any 

one  not  an  officer  to  pass  within  hail  of  him  with-^ 

out  touching  his  hat — ^pulling  the  forelock  of  his 

hair,   if  he  had  no  hat,  or  some  such  salute^ 

wh6n  the  before-mentioned  long-tailed  coat  was 

shipped,  and  swung  to  and  fro  as  the  owner 

paced  the  weather  side  of  the  deck*     The  long 

to^ery,   as  the   sailors  called  this  important 

article   of  body  covering,   had  been  brushed^ 

Tolded  up,  and  stowed  away  in  Mr.  Swiallow- 

tail's  chest  by  his   ^^wally  de  sham,"  (as  he 

termed  a  little   scape-grace  of  a  rascal  who 

officiated  as  his  servant  of  all-work,  and  had 

the  task  of  keeping  him  clean,)  directly  after 
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muster  was  over^  and  it  was  not  likely  to  be 
again  seen  until  the  same  hour  on  the  Mlowing 
day ;  thereforei  the  proprietor  of  this  magic 
garment  became,  in  the  interun,  as  one  of  the 
seamen,  of  whose  society  he  was  glad,  when  he 
could  procure  it  unobserved  by  his  superiors. 
The  best  time  was  on  a  fine  night  during  the 
first  watch,  when,  seated  under  the  weather 
forecastle  bulwark,  and  surrounded  by  a  score 
of  old  and  young  seamen,  the  jolly  boatswain 
entertained  his  coterie  with  something  of  the 
marvellous. 

**  Now  do,  sir,"  said  one  of  the  men,  "  tell  us 
that  curious  story  about  what  happened  when 
you  belonged  to  the  Blanche,  when  she  took 
the  French  frigate,  you  know." 

**  Well,  my  lads,"  replied  the  boatswain,  "  I 
will,  if  you  will  only  listen.  Well,  one  day — 
but  I  think  I  may  have  told  this  here  anecdote 
before" — a  voice  from  among  the  group  was 
heard  to  say — "  A  hundred  times !"  This  unfor- 
tunate observation  caught  the  ear  of  the  nar- 

c  3 
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ratxM*;  who,  boiliBg  mto  a  violent  rifl^e,  song 

OHt,  ''Where  is  &at  kibberly  swab  who  hides 

his  ugly  fece  while  he  lies  in  his  teeth?  Who 
has  heard  liie  stoiy  before^  I  should  like  to 

ask?"  ''None  of  11%  none  of  us,  sir  I"  was  the 
universal  answer  from  the  men.  "Heave  ar 
head,  sir;  come,  silenoe  all,  and  no  humbi^P 
A  smothered  laugh  followed  this  last  observa- 
tion, but  it  was  not  noticed  by  the  boatswain, 
who  gave  a  grunt  to  dear  a  voice  which,  when 

at  the  mildest,  Tesembled  distant  thunder,  and 
then  he  broke  ground,  as  follows : — 

"Well,  my  lads,  when  the  Blanche  took  the 
Le  la  Pique,  I  was  cme  of  the  fine  feQows  that 
belonged  to  her.  You  have  heard  of  the  action, 
when  the  Frendhman  having  every  man  and 
boy  killed  and  woundied,  there  was  nobody  left 
to  strike  her  colours ;  and  as  she  still  k6pt  up  a 
brisk  fire  fit)m  her  main-deck  guns,  we  could  not 
tell,  you  know,  the  state  of  her  brew ;  well,  all 
at  once,  out  comes  a  -dozen  boats  fipom  Point 
Peter,  (my  namesake,)  fiill  of  firesh  hands,  and 
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the  Le  la  Pique  had  a  dojdble  complement  of 
men.  Well,  my  lads,  now  what  d'ye  think  we 
did  on  boiurd  the  Blanche?  I  dai^  say  you 
don't  know,  and  so  111  tell  you ;  why,  first  of 
9lli  we  ^ve  ^ee  cheers-^th«a,  the  only  two 
of  the  band  who  had  not  been  killed  and 
wounded  struck  up  "  Rule  Britannia,"  on  th<j 
Fa^s  pipes  and  the  big  drum,  which  had  bee^ 
made  out  of  a  peas  cask,  and  we  bore  up  to 
renew  the  action*  Now  it  became  what  it 
ought  to  be  when  it'p  a  fight,  a  very  serious 
piece  of  business ;.  for  this  lot  of  fellows  was 
not  like  the  poor  devils  we  had  so  easily  sent  to 
kingdom  Gpme  at  the  beginning  of  the  engage^ 
ment ;  no,  no!  these  were  out-and-outers! 
devils  incarnate,  with  mugs  as  black  as  thunder, 
and  whiskers,  every  hair  of  which  would  have 
made  a  tooth*pick.  I'm  d — d  if  I  don't  think 
one  of  'em  would  not  have  made  a  mizen-;topr 
gallant-mast;  every  ma-u  of  'em  as  big , as  a 
giant;  it's  all  as  true  as  pan  be  what  I'm  telling 
you, — ^I  would  take  my  oath  of  it     Well,  it  was 
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quite  curious  to  see  the  Le  la  Pique,  how  she 
heeled  to  starboard  as  these  big  fellows  were 
getting  up  the  side;  but  then  d'ye  see,  they 
had  their  disadvantage  too,  for  they  were  so 
tall,  they  hadn't  room  to  stand  upright  on  the 
main  deck  when  at  their  guns ;  and  those  chaps 
who  manned  the  quarter-deck  carronades  had 
all  their  heads  shot  off  by  our  small-arm  men, 
because  they  couldn't  help  peeping  over  the 
hammocks.  Well,  to  it  we  went,  hammer  and 
tongs ;  you  would  have  thought  old  Nick  had 
broke  loose.  My  eyes!  some  of  our  best 
fellows  lost  the  number  of  their  mess ;  and  arms, 
legs,  and  heads  were  flying  about  in  all  direc- 
tions ;  one  shot — a  two-and-thirty  pounder, 
came  slap  through  the  hen  coop,  killed  all  the 
stock,  and  we  were  able  to  make  chicken  broth 
for  the  wounded  for  above  a  month  after — ^all 
true,  upon  my  veracity  1  Well,  to  make  a  long 
story  short,  as  I  like  sticking  to  facts,  these 
fellows  went  to  Davy's  locker,  as  the  others  had 
done  afore  'em ;  and  as  all  our  boats  were  shot 
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to  pieces,  ^e  boarded  her  by  walking  on  a 
hawser  from  over  her  stem^.and  took  possession 
of  the  Le  la  Pique,  Depend  upon  it,  my  lads, 
there  was  nothing  could  stop  us  British  taxs, 
such  as  we  were    in   those  days^    you — are 

nothing  now ;  I'm  d— d  if  you  are  worth  your 
salt;  this  here  peace  has  been  the  undoing 
of  you." 

"  Those  were  times,  sir,"  said  the  captain  of 
the  forecastle ;  *^  but  I  hope  the  story  ain't 
over." 

» 

**  No,"  answered  Mr.  Swallowtail,  "  not  by 
no  means,  for  shortly  after  this  action,  the 
Blanche  ran  ashore,  and  knocked  her  rudder 
off;  and  there  she  lay,  of  no  use  whatsomdever. 
The  rudder  chains  were  both  carried  away,  and 
down  it  went  in  seven  &thoms  water,  and  we 
could  see  it,  supine  like,  at  the  bottom.  What 
was  to  be  done  in  this  here  case?  Why, 
nobody  could  tell ;  so  the  Captain  he  called  for 
me.     *  Peter,'  says  he,   *my  smart  fellow,'^— 
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that's  what  he  always  called  me  when  he  wimted 
an^^lttQgy  and  the  Captain  was  both  a  scholar 
and  a  gentlem^, — *  Peter,'  says  he,  *  what  is  to 
be  done  under  these  here  melancholy  circmn- 
stances?'  ^  Ijeave  that  to  me,  sir,'  says  I,  ^  and 
you  shaU  see.'  The  Captain,  my  bids,  as  I  said 
before,  was  a  fine  feUo'w,  and  I  would  have  gone 
through  fire,  as  well  as  water,  to  have  served 
him  and  the  old  ship.  Well,  so  I  called  to  my 
messmate,  Tom  Rihgbok,  a  fellow  who  could 
swim  like  a  sword  fish,  and  says  I,  ♦  Tom,  follow 
me  down  to  the  bottom.'  So  taking  the  end  of 
a  hawser  in  my  fist,  overboaard  we  went,  and 
passed  the  hawser  through  the  mordse  hole  of 
the  rudder;  and  then  says  I  to  Tom,  'Have  you 
got  a  hank  of  spunyam  in  your  pocket,  to  seize 
the  end  back?' — a  hawser  is  but  a  tender  thing, 
you  know.  *  No,  Peter,  I  ain't  got  any,'  says 
Tom.  *  Then,'  says  I,  *  go  up  and  bring  one 
down,  and  I'll  w^t  here  till  you  come  back,  but 
don't  keep  me  here  all  day.'     So  Tom  he  went. 
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tind  brougbt  the  spimyam :  we  clapped  on  the 
seizing,  came  to  the  top  of  the  water,  and  got 
on  board*" 

'^  What !"  exclaimed  an  uninitiated  landsman, 
who  was  making  his  first  voyage  to  sea,  "  did 
you  talk  all  the  while  you  were  under  water, 
Mr.  Swallowtail  ?    How  could  that  be  ?" 

"  To  be  sure  we  did  I"  replied  the  boatswain. 
"  Do  you  think  every  body  is  such  a  lubberly 
do-little  son  of  a  sea  cook  as  yourself ?" 

How  far  Mr.  Swallowtail  might  have  been 
tempted  to  proceed  in  romancing  it  is  not  easy 
to  say.  He  was  just  beginning  to  astonish  his 
listeners  with  a  long  yam  about  an  enormous 
giant,  with  two  heads,  whom  he  had  killed  in 
single  combat,  twenty  years  ago,  at  Patagonia, 
and  whose  ghost  had  haunted  him  ever  since, 
when  the  iron  tongue  of  the  huge  bell  which 
was  suspended  just  abaft  the  foremast  was 
tolled  eight,  for  midnight  It  summoned  the 
watch  from  below  to  relieve  those  on  deck. 
Mr.  Swallowtail  then  found  his  audience  fast 
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diminishingy  he  therefore  broke  off  his  astound- 
ing narratiye)  and  retired  to  his  hammock^ — 

"  Just  as  a  boy  who,  od  a  rainy  day. 
Finds  his  play -fellows  will  no  longer  play ; 
He  takes  the  hint  himself,  and  walks  away." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


"  The  road,  indeed,  hath  done  me  justice  ; 
But  the  gaming-table  hath  been  my  ruin." 

Gay. 


Mr.  Swallowtail  had  chosen  a  fine  night 
for  relating  the  extraordmary  communication 
contained  in  the  last  chapter  to  those  who  had 
listened  to  it.  He  fancied  he  saw  something  of 
the  same  kind  taking  place  abaft  among  the 
passengers  and  a  few  of  the  officers^  who  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  beautiful  calm  nighty 
when  the  fiill  moon  threw  its  silver  rays  upon 
the  vast  expanse  of  water,  to  assemble  and 
meditate  on  the  wonders  of  the  Great  Creator, 
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for  which  the  view  before  them  afforded  such 
ample  scope.     They  felt 

"  That  whea  the  hours  of  rest 
Come,  like  a  calm  upon  the  mid-sea  brine, 
Hushing  its  billowy  breast — 
The  quiet  of  that  moment  too  is  there — 
It  breathes  of  Him  who  keeps 
The  vast  and  helpless  city  while  it  sleeps.'' 

They  were  soon  joined  by  Captain  Under- 
wood, Mr.  Barker,  and  Mr.  Titterton.     The 

•  '  * 

latter  remarked,  immediately  he  had  joined  the 
group—*'  Why,  Captain,  do  you  not  propose 
now  and  then,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  rely 
on  you  as  their  host  and  entertainer,  a  game  at 
cards,  a  hit  at  backgammon,  or  an  occasional 
throw  of  the  dice?* 

**  To  the  two  former  I  have  not  the  slightest 
objection,  and  I  will  desire  the  steward  to  provide 
the  materials  immediately  if  you  can  find  any 
one  here  who  will  be  your  antagonist  If  you 
cannot,  I  will  propose  to  relate  why  I  so  de- 
cidedly object  to  the  throwing  of  the  dice,** 
replied  the  Captain. 
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'  There  seemed  to  be  a  majority  of  all,  as  an 
Irishman  might  accidentally  observe,  against 
Mn  Titterton,  who  seated  himself,  being  de- 
sirous  to  hear,  as  he  had  nothing  better  just 
then  to  do,  how  tibere  conld  be  an  objection 
raised  against  his  fevonrite  amusement, — a  little 
chicken  liaKard..  The  Captain  then  began  his 
tale. 

'^  I  had  an  uncle,  who  wrote  me  a  long  ad^ 
monitoiy  letter,  which  I  did  not  receive  until 
after  his  death ;  nor  was  it  intended  I  should  do 
so.  I  have  no  need  to  produce  that  letter,  as  I 
have  perused  it  so  cfften  that  I  am  certain  my 
memory  will  not  play  me  felse ;  it  riiiis  thus  :-^ 

^^  I  am  induced  to  direct  this  packet  to  you, 
because  I  fimcy  I  perceive  the  same  &ults  in 
you  which  were  Mended  with  my  disposition 
when  I  first  started  in  life — faults,  which  have 
destroyed  my  peace  of  mind,  have  made  me 
frequently  excessively  wretched,  undone  my 
hopes  where  my  heart  was  fixed  for  happii^ss^ 
and  wbidi  faults,  althoiigh  I  have  repented  in 
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bitterness  of  soiil^  will,  I  fear^  be  the  cause  of 

bringing  me  to  an  earlier  grave  than  either  my 

age  or  constitution  would  otherwise  indicate. 

The  consequence  of  these  early  fiiults  (crimes, 

I  had  better  call  them,)  have  fixed  themselves 

on  my  imagmation,  and  axe  for  ever  gnawing  at 

and  destroying  a  heart  which,  but  for  them, 

would  have  been  capable    of  better    things. 

Avoid  my  course,  my  dear  nephew.     I  entreat 

you  to  peruse  this,  my  memoir,  attentively,  and 

I  pray  to  God  you  may  profit  by  it,  and  never 

imbibe  that  tremendous  curse — an  inordinate 

desire  for  gaming.     There  is  certainly  no  vice 

so  despicable,  nothing  so  likely  to  deteriorate 

and  even  eradicate  every  good  principle :  there 

18  nothing  so  alluring,  nothing  so  deceitful,  and 
no  ultimate  destruction  more  certain. 

'^  I  came  to  London  shortly  after  the  death  of 

my  £either,  and  established  myself  in  chambere 

in  the  Temple  as  a  solicitor,  to  which  profession 

I  had  been  educated  in  my  native  towa  of 

StaflTord,  under  the  care  of  a  very  respectable 
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practitioner.  My  father  at  his  death  had  be- 
queathed his  property  equally  among  his  chil- 
dren, and  my  share  was  three  thousand  pounds. 
With  this  capital  at  command  what  might  I 
not  have  done,  with  even  common  prudence, 
towards  a  complete  independence  in  a  few 
years!  How  many  men  have  obtained  emi- 
nence in  the  legal  profession  whose  difficulties 
were  at  one  time  of  their  lives  supposed  to  be 
insurmountable,  and  whose  talents  when  young 
did  not  bid  fair  to  shine  more  bnlUantly  than 
mine!  yet  men  in  that  situation,  with  every 
drawback,  have  obtained  honours  and  distinc- 
tions, whilst  I,  with  every  advantage  on  my 
side,  have  been  blighted  and  disgraced;  and 
through  whose  fault  ? — cursed  recollection  I  my 
own,  through  my  want  of  firmness  to  resist 
temptation,  and  the  baneful  society  of  an  agree- 
able and  dangerous  companion. 

^*  I  was  twenty-four  years  of  age  when  I  first 
took  possession  of  my  chambers  in  the  Temple. 
I  had  very  few  fi-iends  in  London,  therefore  relied 
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principally  upon  an  agency  from  my  native  town 
for  professional  business ;  but  I  brought  letters  of 
recommendation  to  Mr.  Capel,  a  gentleman  of 
vast  practice  and  the  greatest  respectabiUty,  to 
whose  house  I  received  a  kind  and  general  inr 
vitation,  of  which  I  did  not  fail  to  avail  myself 
Here  I  passed  some  of  the  happiest  hours  of  my 
life^  in  the  society  of  an  amiable  family ;  and  had 
I  not  swerved  from  the  path  of  rectitude,  I  should 
have  been  allied  to  an  angelic  girl,  who  loved 
me  for  myself  and  whose  heart  was,  through 
my  unprincipled  conduct,  inflicted  with  many  a 
bitter  pang. 

"At  a  dinner  party  I  was  introduced  to  a 
gentleman,  a  very  few  years  older  than  myself 
the  Honourable  Mr.  Alfred  Dorricourt,  who  was 
pleased  to  take  a  great  &ncy  to  me,  and  pro^ 
mlsed  to  initiate  me  into  all  the  fashionable 
ways  of  the  town.  He  appeared  to  me  to 
know  everything,  and  to  have  been  everywhere, 
and  bad  the  art  to  persuade  me  that  I  merely 
wanted  a  sort  of  finishing  polish  to  render  me 
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the  Tery  pink  of  fashion :  this  he  undertook  to 
give  me.  I  became  his  pupil;  we  soon  vowed 
an  everlasting  friendship  for  each  other^  and 
commenced  a  course  of  unrestrained  dissipa- 
tion. 

"As  I  had  to  bear  much  more  than  my  own 
share  of  the  expenses  on  these  occasions^  I  soon 
found  a  reduction  in  my  finances ;  and  as  my 
time  was  fiiUy  occupied  in  endeavouring  to  ape 
the  man  of  fashion,  my  business  gradually  de- 
creased ;  as  my  fiiends  in  the  country  did  not 
choose  to  have  their  affairs  neglected,  they  very 
naturally  sought  for  a  more  attentive  agent 

"  My  good  friend,  Mr.  Capel,  at  length  per^ 
ceived  a  change,  not  only  in  my  manner,  but 
also  in  my  appearance ;  as  the  evils  of  dissipa- 
tion and  nighdy  riot  did  not  fail  to  shew  them- 
selves in  my  countenance  and  my  now  lack- 
lustre eye.  He  consequently  was  kind  enough 
to  remonstrate  with  me,  and  endeavoured  to 
point  out  the  ruin  such  a  course  was  likely  to 
entaiL     I  heard  him  with  patience,  because  I 
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respected  hinij  yet  his  admonitions  had  no 
effect,  for  my  new&iend,  the  Honourable  Alfred 

Dorricourt  rallied  me  out  of  all  sober  reflection, 
and  swore  he  hated  preaching  as  he  hated  old 
NicL 

*^  One  evening,  after  a  dinner  at  which  so 
much  wine  had  been  swallowed  that  I  became 
intoxicated,  I  was  persuaded  to  visit  one  of  those 
hells  (how  very  appropriate  is  the  appellation !) 

in  the  vicinity  of  St  James'-square.  Rouge  et 
noiry  and  hazard,  were  the  games  at  play,  and  a 
parcel  of  well-dressed  men  were  seated  at  the 
tables.  Scarcely  knowing  what  I  did,  I  played 
stake  after  stake,  drinking  deeply  of  the  wine, 

which  was  supplied  in  pro&sion,  until  I  com- 
pletely lost  all  recollection  of  what  was  going 
forward.  Next  morning  I  found  myself  at 
home  and  in  bed,  without  the  slightest  recol- 
lection as  to  how  I  came  there.  For  the  first 
time  my  conscience  reproached  me.  I  felt 
ashamed  of  myself,  and  began  to  have  some 
thoughts  of  repentance.   I  searched  my  pockets ; 
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all  my  money  was  gone — ^and  I  had  a  consider- 
able smn  about  me  the  evening  before.  After 
some  uncomfortable  and  humiliating  reflections^ 
I  determined  to  seek  the  Honoumble  Alfred 
Dorricourt,  and  try  to  ascertain  from  him  what 
I  had  been  doing  the  latter  part  of  the  previous 
evening.     I  fotind  him  at  home^  lounging  upon 

the  SO& :  he  met  me  with  his  usual  snule  and 
nonchalance. 

"  ^  How  do,  Ned  ? — ^why,  how  confoundedly 
ill  you  look  this  morning  I  Has  your  bad  luck 
last  night  deprived  you  of  sleep  ?  I  never  saw 
anybody  so  unfortunate,  and  yet  so  very  ob- 
stinate ;  you  were  beyond  my  patience :  curse 
me,  but  there  was  no  restraining  you.     You 

allowed   that   simpleton  Lord   S ,  who  is 

acknowledged  ready  moaey  for  anybody,  to 
fleece  you  like  a  greenhcnm.' 

**  *  Lord  S ^,'  replied  I ;  ^  I  am  not  aware 

that  I  ever  met  such  a  person.' 

^  ^  Ay,  but  jaa  did  though,'  continued  my 
VOL.  n.  D 
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honourable  fiiend,  '  and  made  me  introduee 
him  to  you;  you  surely  cannot  foiget  it?' 

**  I  assured  him  I  had  not  the  slightest  recol- 
lection of  any  such  occurrence.  *  Then,*  re- 
turned the  honourable  gentleman,  ^  I  &ar  I  have 
some  disagreeable  news  for  you.  Are  you  aware 
he  holds  your  note  of  hand  fcHr  two  hundred 
pounds,  which  you  gave  him  last  night ;  and  it 
is  more  than  likely  you  wiU  hear  firom  him  in 
the  course  of  the  day?' 

'^  I  stared,  and  was  dumb  fix)m  astonishment 
At  length  I  foimd  words  to  exclaim, '  Good  God^ 
how  could  you,  as  my  Mend,  seeing  the  state  I 
was  in,  allow  me  to  be  so  duped  ?' 

^'  *  I  could  not  help  your  playing,  you  were 
so  confoundedly  obstinate,'  replied  my  friend ; 
*  but  you  may  rely  on  it,  I  would  never  stand 
by  and  see  you  duped;  it  was  aU  won  and  lost 
&irly,  upon  my  honour.^  And  with  this  assur^ 
ance  he  placed  his  hand  upon  his  breast,  and 
accompanied  his  words  by  a  gradual  inclination 
of  the  head,  as  if  to  enforce  an  extraordinary 
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conviction  of  their  veracity :  suffice  it  to  say,  I 
was  compelled,  in  honouTy  to  pay  the  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  of  course  very  much  against  my 
feelii3ig  the  propriety  of  so  doing. 

*'  It  was  a  considerable  time  before  I  could 
recover  fiom  the  disgust  which  this  proceeding 
had  raised  within  me.  I  thought  there  had 
been  some  foul  advant^e  taken  of  me  by  the 
peer  and  my  honourable  j&iend;  but  the  gentle-^ 
manly  bearing  of  the  former,  who  had  now  be- 
come  one  of  our  constant  associates,  and  the 
frank,  good-humoured  assurances  of  regard  from 
the  latter,  gradually  lulled  all  suspicion,  and  I 
placed  my  confidence  in  them  once  more. 

*^  My  elder  brother,  who  had  been  several 
years  in  town,  occupied  a  considerable  appoint- 
ment in  Somerset  House.  He  had  observed 
with  regret  the  conduct  I  had  been  pursuing, 
and  he  did  not  fail  from  time  to  time  to  tell  me 
he  feared  the  characters  of  those  with  whom  I 
was  associating  were  neither  honourable  nor 
respectable,  although  their  names  and  famiHes 

d2 
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ranked  high  in  the  aristocracy  of  the  country. 

Although  I  had  suspected  something  of  the  sort 

myself  the  Honourable  Alfired  Dorricourt  had 

so  wound  himself  into  my  good  opinion,  that  I 

found  his  society  positiyely  necessary  to  my 

happiness ;  and  when,  in  compliance  with  the 

wishes  of  my  brother,  I  did  endeavour  to  ayoid 

a  meeting  it  never  lasted  beyond  a  day  or  two ; 

for  if  I  sought  him  not^  hfi  was  sure  to  find  me 
out,  and  reproach  me  for  a  coldness  towards 

him  which  was  unmerited  and  unjust 

^'  My  three  thousand  pounds  in  the  meantime 
were  dwindling  away  through  the  heavy  losses 
which  I  from  time  to  time  sustained  at  play,  of 
which  I  was  now  become  very  fond,  there  being 
scarcely  an  evening  that  I  did  not  pass  a  few 
hours  at  the  gaming  table;  and  deejdy  do  I 
regret^  what  I  now  feel  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath  had  not 
weight  enoi^h  in  my  perverted  mind  to  deter 
me  from  accelerating  my  own  ruin  even  on  that 
day;  so  much  does  one  vice  engender  another. 
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atid  so  much  more  does  the  conacience  become 
caUoufi  the  deeper  we  plunge  into  wickedness 
and  sin. 

^  About  three  months  after  my  brother's  ex- 
postulaticm  on  the  subject  of  my  companions. 
Lord  S  called  upon  me,  apparently  in  great 
haste,  at  a  quarter  before  five  in  the  afternoon, 
bringing  a  check,  signed  by  himself  upon  a 
banker's  firm  in  Lombard  Street,  and  said,  '  how 
much  he  should  feel  obliged  if  I  would  favour 
bim  with  a  draft  upon  my  banker  in  the  Strand, 
as  he  should  not  have  time  to  send  to  the  city 
before  the  hours  of  business  would  be  over,  but 
he  could  be  in  time  with  my  check,  as  the 
house  it  would  be  drawn  upon  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood; and  that,  it  bemg  Saturday,  he  had 
immediate  occasion  for  the  cash:  it  was  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds.'  I  had  incautiously 
mentioned  a  day  or  two  before,  while  in  con- 
versation, that  I  had  been  selling  some  stock, 
therefore  he  knew  I  had  the  money  at  com- 
mand^  and  he  pressed  me  so  earnestly  that  I  at 
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last  complied  with  his  wishes.  What  was  my 
astonishment  when  I  presented  his  lordship's 
check  on  the  Monday  in  the  city  to  hear 
the  cashier  utter  with  a  knowing  smile^  **  No 
eflects  P — had  I  been  struck  by  a  thunderbolt  I 
could  not  have  been  more  confounded.  I  has- 
tened to  his  lordship's  residence — he  had  gone 
out  of  town,  not  known  where  ;  I  immediately 
sat  down  and  wrote  the  following  laconic  note: — 

"  *  My  Lord, — ^If  I  were  to  use  your  lordship 
as  your  lordship  used  me  on  Saturday  las^ 
your  lordship  would  have  great  right  to  call  me 
a  scoundrel'  I  signed  this  note  and  dated  it 
from  the  Middle  Temple. 

^  I  took  care  to  seal  the  note  and  to  deliver  it 
with  my  own  hand,  giving  at  the  same  time 
strict  injunctions  to  the  porter  to  forward  it  to 
his  master  the  moment  he  heard  where  he  was 
to  be  found;  and  then  I  proceeded,  burning 
yrith  rage  and  indignation,  to  the  residence  of 
the  Honourable  Alfred  Dorricourt.  I  found 
him  at  home,  and  I  related  with  much  heat  and 
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violeiice,  the  account  of  the  treatment  I  had 

received  from  hk  friend  Lord  S *     Much 

to  my  surprise  and  chagrin^  he  listened  to  my 
story  without  the  least  sign  of  emotion,  and 
on  my  concluding,  he  took  a  pinch  of  snuffy  and 
said,  *  My  dear  Edward,  you  have  really  been 
too  hasty  in  this  matter,  and  have  not  acted 
with  that  ]^rudence  and  foresight  which  I 
thought  had  been  part  of  your  character.     My 

friend  Lord  S is  a  man  of  honour,  whose 

fiur  fame  stands  high  in  the  world,  and  of  which 
he  is  particularly  jealous.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
there  is  some  mistake,  which  will  be  satisfac- 
torily explained  on  his  lordship's  return  to  town ; 
and  as  you  have  said,  you  have  no  immediate 
occasion  for  the  sum  in  question,  I  should 
recommend  your  waiting  patiently  until  you 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  lordship  again.' 

"  *  Is  that  really  and  sincerely  your  advice, 
Alfred?'  I  asked,  with  some  earnestness  of 
manner. 

'^ '  It  is  indeed,'  answered  my  honourable 
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fijend,  '  and  I  assure  you  it  is  the  best  X  bave 
to  offer.' 

'^  ^  Then,  you  must  allow  me  to  bid  you  good 
morning,'  I  bitterly  replied^  'that  I  luay  go 
home  and  take  time  to  consider  of  it ;'  bo  sayr 
ing,  I  turned  on  my  heel  and  abruptly  quitted 
the  apartment  I  ought  to  mention  that  I  had 
lost  seventy  pounds  to  this  honourable  gentle* 
man  the  preceding  evening. 

'^  It  was  evident  the  mask  was  now  to  be 
thrown  o£^  the  pigeon  had  been  phieked  suffi- 
ciently, and  was  now  to  be  discarded  thsit 
another  victim  might  supply  his  plaoe. 

**  On  my  return  home,  I  found  a  letter  from 
the  good  Mr.  Capel,  in  which  he  sincerely 
lamented  that  the  advice  he  had  given  me  had 
been  so  completely  neglected ;  and  that,  as  he 
had  been  informed  I  still  continued  that  course 
of  folly  which  he  had  so  strongly  deprecated, 
and  which  he  foresaw  must  lead  to  my  ultimate 
ruin,  and  as  I  had  chosen  a  path  so  wide  ttom 
that  which  he  had  recommended,  he  was  under 
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the  necessity  of  desiring  that  I  would,  for  the 
future,  discontinue  my  visits  to  his  house. 

^  I  perused  this  letter  several  times  before  I 
could  believe  it  to  be  reality,  and  could  only 
thea  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  had  been 
vilely  slandered  by  some  designing  villain ;  but 
for  what  purpose  I  could  not  understand.     I 
had  no  decided  enemy  in  the  world,  as  I  was 
aware  of,  except  myself  and  what  good  any 
one  could  derive  fix>m  lowering  me  in  the  es^ 
teem  of  Mr.  Capel  was  to  me  a  mystery ;  so  I 
determined  to  seek  an  interview  with  that  gen** 
tleman,  and  bring  him,  if  possible,  to  a  satisfitc*- 
tXHy  explanation.     Consequently,  I  called ;  but 
was  refiised  admission.     I  wrote  several  times ; 
my  letters  remained  unanswered.     I  bribed  a 
servant  of  the  house  to  deliver  a  note  to  Miss 
IsabeUa,   Mr.  Capel's  daughter,  whom  I  had 
shamelully  neglected,  and  for  whom  I  felt  all 
my  former  affection  return  tenfold ;  and  through 
the  same  agency  I  received  her  answer,  couched 
in    tender,   though  firm  language,   positively 

d3 
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re&mng  ever  to  «ee  me  more,  or  to  receive  any 
further  communication  from  one  whose  unfoi^ 
tunate  pursuits  led  to  no  other  results  than 
misery  and  ruin:  the  paper  had  been  wetted 
by  her  tears,  and  the  handwriting  plainly  indx 
cated  that  the  note  had  been  penned  whilst 
under  a  violent  state  of  excitement 

<<  By  dint  of  a  severe  cross-examination,  and 
a  liberal  douceur  to  the  footman  who  had 
brought  the  note,  I  obtained  intelligence  thit 
my  finend,  the  Honourable  Alfred  Dorricoor^ 
had  been  a  frequent  visitor  to  Mr.  Capri's  of 
late,  and  by  comparing  the  time  he  usually  paid 
those  visits,  I  ascertained  it  was  in  the  evenings 
after  he  had  seen  me  fixed  at  the  accursed 
guning  table  to  which  he  originally  decoyed  me. 

"This  was  enough;  my  eyes  were  now 
opened  completely ;  there  needed  no  more  to 
convince  me  that  I  had  been  the  dupe  of  a 
couple  of  high-bom  sharpers,  whose  birth,  high 
name,  and  great  connexion,  enabled  them  to 
keep  their  station  in  society  and  prey  upon  the 
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credulous  with  impunity, — ^men  who  from  privi- 
I^e  sit  to  legislate  for  the  country,  but  who  ouglit^ 
were  justice  equally  administered,  to  be  branded 
and  thrust  forth  to  the  colonies,  to  expiate  their, 
rascality  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

^^  I  was  now  a  bankrupt  both  in  fortune  and 
in  hope;  scorned  by  the  best  friend  I  had, 
justly  discarded  by  his  lovely  daughter,  I  felt 
mj8elf  indeed  a  wretch;  my  mind  graduaUy 
worked  itself  to  a  pitch  of  the  utmost  ferocity, 
and  that  brought  on  a  fever,  which  confined 
me  many  days  to  my  bed. 

^^  As  soon  as  I  could  rise,  I  determined  to 
caU  upon  the  Honourable  Alfred  Dorricourt 
and  demand  satis&ction  for  the  slanderous  re- 
ports of  which  I  was  convinced  he  was  the 
author.  I  did  this,  and  was  informed  he  was 
Qot  in  town.  I  had  no  doubt  but  that  was  a 
£ikehood,  therefore  watched  both  his  house  and 
that  o£  Mr.  CapeL  For  three  nights  I  watched 
in  vain,  but  on  the  fourth,  shortly  after  midr 
night,  I  observed  a  man  wrapped  up  in  a  cloak. 
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let  oat  of  Mr.  Capel's  house  by  a  servant  I 
immediately  accosted  him  —  it  was  the  Ho- 
nourable Alfred  Dorricourt 

"  *  8top^  Sir,*  cried  I,  with  a  loud  voice,  *  and 
answer  a  man  you  have  most  villanously  slan- 
dered and  deceived!'  He  attempted  to  push 
by  mc,  saying,  <  Let  me  pass.  Sir;  I  am 
not  used  to  obey  so  peremptory  a  mandate^' 
*  Now,  by  Heaven,'  I  replied,  *  you  shall  not 
stir  from  hence  untU  I  am  satisfied.' 

*^  Finding  himself  thus  confronted  and  de-  * 
tained,  he  said,  ^  Nay,  then,  but  I  will  pass ;' 
then  raising  his  hand  he  struck  me — I  staggered, 
but  did  not  ML  The  ignominy  of  a  blow  roused 
my  passions,  already  too  much  excited,  to  a 
pitch  of  madness;  and  unfortunately  I  held  in 
my  grasp  one  of  those  sticks  which  contain  a 
weapon  at  the  end,  which  is  produced  by  a 
spring.  Infuriated  beycmd  all  power  of  reason 
or  reflection,  I  plunged  this  weapon  into  my 
adversary's  side,  who  fell  with  a  deep  groan, 
exclaiming  faintly,  ^  I  am  a  dead  man.' " 
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CHAPTER  V. 


c< 


I  have  set  my  life  upon  a  cast^ 


And  I  will  stand  the  hazard  of  the  die/' 

Shakspbaak. 


Both  Mis.  Willis  and  Miss  Melrose  could 
not  forbear  uttering  a  cry  of  horror  at  that 
part  of  the  story  which  concluded  the  last 
chapter.  Captain  Underwood  was  doubtfiil 
whether  to  proceed^  but  the  curiosi^  of  the 
ladies  soon  got  the  better  of  their  feaxs,  so  they 
urged  him  to  continue — ^he  compliedy  thus : — 
"  There  was  no  one  but  ourselves  in  the 
street  I  looked  fearfully  and  wildly  around, 
then,  wrapping  myself  closely  in  my  cloak, 
walked  rapidly,  I  knew  not  whither,  until  the 
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violence  of  the  exertion  brought  me  to  my  re-* 
collection.  I  was  at  a  loss  how  to  act,  untilj 
lifting  my  stick  by  accident  near  to  a  lamp, 
I  perceived  the  mmrderous  weapon  at  the  end 
wet  with  blood — ^then,  all  the  horror  of  the  act 
I  had  committed  rushed  through  my  brain  like 
wildfire;  my  own  individual  danger  likewise 
awakened  my  fears  of  the  probability  of  an 
ignominious  death  by  the  hand  of  the  public 
executioner :  a  thought  flashed  across  my  mind' — 
*  I  will  seek  my  brother,*  said  I,  *  and  trust  to 
his  advice  and  direction,  for  I  am  in  no  state 
to  counsel  for  mysel£' 

**  Accordingly  I  made  my  way  as  &st  as  pos- 
sible to  his  house,  and  knocked  at  the  door. 
With  some  difficulty  I  made  him  hear,  and  he 
called  from  his  bed-room  window  to  know  who 
it  was  disturbed  him  at  that  hour  of  the  night 

•*  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  my  dear  George, 
come  down  immediately,"  cried  I ;  **  there  is 
life  and  death  in  this  matter.''  His  door  was 
soon  opened,  and  I  was  admitted.     I  became 
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faint  through  the  violent  emotion  I  had  underr 
goae»  and  was  glad  to  swallow  a  glass  of  brandy, 
which  enabled  me  so  far  to  recover  myself  as 
1x>  be  able  to- relate  the  whole  adventure,  which 
X  did,  keeping  strictly  to  the  &cts. 

/*  VYour  life  is  at  stake,  Edward,'  said  my 
brother,  '  and  you  have  no -time  to  lose.  Alas ! 
I  always  feared  some  desperate  mischief  would 
arise  from  your  conduct,  yet  I  wiU  spare 
rebuke,  just  now.  You  must  leave  London  this 
hour,  and  the  country  as  soon  m  possible: 
wait  a  moment  until  I  am  dressed,  and  I  will 
accompany  you.' 

'^  ^  My  brother  speedily  rejoined  me,  and  we 
sallied  into  the  street,  got  into  the  first  hackney* 
coach  we  could  find,  and  ordered  the  driver  to, 
take  us  to  the  comer  of  Fulham  bridge,  dis*^ 
chiffged  the  coach  there,  crossed  the  bridge  on 
foot,  and  continued  walking  steadily,  until  we 
came  to  Richmond ;  by  this  time  it  was  daylight. 
At  Richmond  we  procured  a  post-chaise,  and 
crossed  the  country  towards  Guildford;  there 
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joined  an  early  Porteanoadi  coach^  aniv^  i^ 
that  town^  and  ascertained  that  a  veesel  waa  to 
sail  that  evening  for  Sicily. 

^  During  our  journey  down,  I  had  put  my^ 
kind  brother  in  possession  of  the  &cts  ^vdbicb 
rdbted  to  the  wreck  of  my  property,  as  fiur  as  I 
then  knew;  and  after  purchasmg  a  few  neces- 
saries  for  the  voyage,  I  embarked,  taking  an 
affectionate  leave  of  him.  He  pnmiised  to  for* 
ward  money,  and  procure  me  letters  of  intro- 
duction both  for  Palermo  and  Messina,  under 
the  assumed  name  of  Hamilton,  so  soon  as  the 
noise  my  unhappy  adventure  would  create 
should  in  some  degree  have  subsided.  At 
parting  I  strongly  ui^d  him  to  give  me  the 
earliest  intelligence  whether  my  victim  lived,  a& 
I  should  never  know  peace  or  happiness  again 
should  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature  have  been 
destroyed  by  my  hand. 

^^  It  was  arran^d  that  my  brother  sbouldretum 
to  town  by  the  dreuitous  route  of  Southampton 
and  Bath,  that  no  suspicion  might  arise  as  to 
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the  pkce  of  my  embarkation^  should  the  officers 
of  justice  attempt  to  discover  me. 

'^  Our  passage  down  channel  was  quick  and 
prosperous^  Fair  winds  and  fine  weather  car- 
ried us  to  the  place  where  I  then  thought  I 
took  my  last  view  of  my  natiye  land.  It  was 
with  feelings  of  the  utmost  shame  and  remorse 
that  I  looked  back  on  my  past  conduct,  and  the 
disgraceful  consequences  of  it :  expatriated  and 
hurried  away  fiK>m  firiends,  with  the  Uood  of  a 
fellow-man  on  my  consdence.  I  made  the 
most  naoere  vows  of  amendment  and  repent- 
ance, and  thought  of  nothing  but  how  I  should 
act  to  redeem  that  character  I  had  so  wantonly 
saorificed.  Jn  what  manner  these  vows  were 
kept,  although  sincere  at  the  time,  will  appear 
in  the  sequeL 

*^  Fortunate  as  our  voyage  proved  at  the  com- 
mencement, it  did  not  terminate  so;  as  one 
morning,  while  running  down  the  coast  of  Por- 
tugal, near  Cape  St  Vincent,  we  perceived  a 
vessel  in  chase  of  us.    It  soon  became  evident 
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there  was  no  hope  of  escape^  as  her  superiority 
was  manifest  in  sailings  and  she  closed  with  us 
exceedingly  fiist  Our  Captain  was  in  a  sad 
dilenuna,  and  sent  a  man  to  the  mast-head  in 
hopes  of  descrying  assistance^  should  the  stranger 
prove  an  enemy;  but  nothing  else  was  in  sight. 
The  corvette^  for  such  she  was^  fired  a  shot  at 
US;  and  hoisted  French  colours :  we  shewed 
none,  submitted  to  our  fate,  were  captured, 
and  the  people  removed,  with  the  exception  of 
the  captain  and  the  mate,  from  our  vessel  into 
the  Grand  Napoleon  privateer,  of  twenty  guicis. 
The  Frenchman  put  some  of  his  people  into 
our  vessel,  with  directions  to  make  the  best  of 
their  way  to  Bayonne.  I  was  placed  in  no 
enviable  situation  by  this  accident ;  for  although 
I  should  be  safer  in  France  than  in  Sicily, 
should  I  be  sought  after  as  a  murderer,  as  all 
communication  between  our  country  and  the 
former  was  entirely  suspended,  yet  my  ex- 
pected supplies  from  my  brother  would  be  cut 
offy  and  I  should   have  no   allowance    as   a 
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prisoner^  nor  would  my  parole  be  taken,  as  I 
had  no  document  to  prove  who  and  what  I 
was.  I  had  therefore  nothing  to  expect  but 
dose  confinement,  and  all  but  positive  starva- 
tion, 

"  The  French  officers  treated  me  with  every 
politeness,  and  even  suffered  me  to  join  their 
mess,  perceiving  there  was  something  in  my 
appearance  and  address  above  that  of  my  fellow- 
captives.  But  this  state  of  things  was  not  to 
last  long.  I  was  to  witness  a  naval  action,  a 
circumstance  I  certainly  had  never  dreamed  of, 
and  which,  only  a  fortnight  before,  I  should 
have  said  to  have  been  impossible ;  yet  who  is 
there  can  calculate  events?  When  men  give 
way  to  their  bad  passions,  they  never  can  tell 
where,  or  to  what,  they  may  be  hurried. 

"  An  English  brig  of  war  fell  in  with  the 
Girand  Napoleon,  on  the  fifth  day  after  I  had 
been  on  board,  and  was  so  close,  when  first  dis- 
covered at  daylight,  that  the  Frenchman  had  no 
chance  but  to  fight  or  surrender.  He  chose 
the  former,  and  a  spirited  action  was  the  con- 
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sequence.  It  was  severe,  but  of  short  duration, 
as  the  fire  ftom  the  heavier  metal  of  the  English 
brig  ripped  up  the  sides  of  the  Grand  Napoleon, 
and  threw  consternation,  as  welt  as  death,  among 
her  crew.  French  privateers'  men  were  never 
celebrated  for  a  stout  resistance,  and  it  was  so 
in  this  case,  for  in  less  then  twenty  minutes  from 
the  commencement  of  the  fight,  the  British 
union  floated  above  the  tri-coloured  flag,  and  I 
was  no  longer  a  prisoner. 

^^  My  surprise  was  great,  when  conveyed  on 
board  the  conquering  vessel*  to  hear  myself 
accosted  by  the  Captain,  by  name,  and,  '  What 
the  deuce  are  you  at  on  board  a  French  priva- 
teer?—you  who  only  three  weeks  ago  were 
one  of  the  first  swells  in  Bond-street,  and  I 
thought  more  likely  to  shine  in  Willis'  rooms 
than  on  the  decks  of  a  sea  rover.' 

« I  discovered  in  the  captain  of  this  brig  one 
of  my  acquidntance  in  London,  while  he  had 
been  waiting  for  his  promised  appointment,  and 
I  had  likewise  met  him  sometimes  at  the 
gaming-house,  which  had  been  the  cause  of  all 
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my  misfortunes.  I  therefore  briefly  explained 
that  I  was  going  on  pardenlar  business  to  Sicily, 
where  I  had  been  suddenly  summoned,  and  that 
I  had  been  captured  on  the  voyage. 

•*  *  You  are  fortimate  in  fiJiing  in  with  me,' 
said  the  Captain^  *  for  I  am  bound  for  Malta^ 
and  shall  merely  touch  at  Gibraltar,  to  leave 
my  prize,  and  get  my  men  back  from  her ;  and 
I  shall  "be  happy  to  have  your  company,  as  -a 
guest,  during  our  run  up  the  Mediterranean.' 

^^  I  passed  three  weeks  in  security  on  board  of 
this  brig,  as  I  ascertained  from  her  commander 
that  he  had  sailed  from  the  Downs  the  morning 
before  my  melancholy  rencontre  with  the 
Honourable  Alfred  Dorricoiut,  and  he  had  had 
no  communication  with  England  since ;  yet  I 
sometimes  feared  my  agitation,  when  his  name 
was  mentioned,  would  have  betrayed  my  secret 
It,  however,  was  not  noticed,  and  I  took  a 
friendly  leave  of  my  host  and  his  vessel  on  our 
arrival  at  Malta.  I  met  with  no  difficulty  in 
{>assing  to  Palermo,  where  I  was  to  wait  for  a 
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communication  from  my  brother^  as  previously 
arranged  between  us. 

*^  I  found  at  first  plenty  of  amusement  in 
surveying  the  beauties^  and  entering  into  the 
pleasures  of  this  fine,  but  most  dissolute  of 
cities.  I  associated  myself  with  the  officers  of 
the  different  regiments  who  had  been  abroad  for 
some  time,  and  were  not  likely  to  have  known 
me  in  England ;  and,  at  the  same  timb,  I  felt 
a  constant  anxiety  to  hear  firom  my  brother, 
my  conscience  sdways  gnawing  at  my  heart  as 
an  assassin,  and  a  feeling  of  degradation  was 
strong  within  me  at  being  an  involuntary  exUe 
from  my  native  country. 

"  At  length  a  convoy  arrived  from  England, 
and  the  expected  letter  came  to  hand.  It  was 
short,  and  merely  informed  me  that  I  must  not 
think  of  returning  home  for  some  time  to  come ; 
that  the  party  I  had  wounded  .was  not  dead, 
and  yet  no  intelligence  could  be  obtained  as 
to  the  state  of  his  health.  No  accounts  of  the 
rencontre  had  appeared  in  the  newspapers ;  and 
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the  whole  affair  had  been  kept  a  profound 
secret ;  yet  he  would  not  advise  me  to  run  the 
risk  of  meeting  the  wounded  gentleman  in 
England,  and  that  my  safety  depended  upon 
my  remaining  abroad.  The  letter  contained 
an  order  for  money  upon  a  merchant  at 
Palermo,  and  a  promise  to  forward  an  equal 
sum  every  «ix  months. 

^^  Being  satisfied  now  as  to  the  course  I  was  ta 
pursue,  I  began  to  think  how  I  should  employ 
myself  to  advantage ;  and  as  the  English  army 
in  Sicily  was  suddenly  ordered  to  embark  for 
Calabria,  I  determined  to  attach  myself  to  it  as 
a  volunteer.  Through  my  intimacy  with  the 
officers,  I  obtained  permission  to  do  so ;  joined 
the  '  regiment ;  consequently  was  present 
at  that  celebrated  battle  and  glorious  victory 
when  Sir  John  Stuart,  with  only  four  thousand 
eight  hundred  men,  totally  defeated  the  French 
general  Regnier,  who  had  seven  thousand 
men,  who  sustained  a  loss  of  four  thousand  of 
his  best  troops,  while  that  of  oiur  army  amounted 
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to  foitj-five  killed^  and  two  hundred  and 
eighty-two  wounded.  The  hand  of  Providence 
was  surely  there. 

^'  The  brilliancy  and  the  number  of  yictories 
since  obtained  by  the  great  Duke  on  the 
Peninsula  have  thrown  the  recollection  of  the 
battle  of  Maida  into  the  shade,  (probably  the 
more  so,  because  no  material  advantage  was 
d|srived  from  the  result,)  but  certainly  unde- 
servedly so,  for  never  was  British  valour  more 
conspicuous  than  on  that  occasion.  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  be  strongly  recc»nmended  by 
the  officers  of  the  regiment  in  which  I  served 
for  my  behaviour  at  that  battle,  and  was  re- 
warded with  a  commission  as  ensign,  and  in  a 
&w  days  obtained  kave  to  return  to  Pafemo. 
in  company  with  an  officer  of  the  Commissariat 
department,  who  had  orders  to  procure  some 
stores  and  supplies  fQr  our  troops.  Shortly 
after  our  arrival,  the  officer  whom  I  accompanied 
was  seized  with  a  fever,  which  confined  him  lo 
his  bed;   and  as  it  seemed  hkely  he  would 
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become  delirious,  he  placed  in  my  charge 
money  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand  dollars, 
to  pay  for  the  supplies  he  had  been  sent  to 
procure.  The  merchants  had  agreed  that  every 
thing  should  be  completed  in  seven  days,  and 
ready  for  delivery, — the  money  to  be  paid  at 
the  same  time. 

"  My  propensity  for  play  was  as  strong  as 
ever,  and  as  I  was  for  a  few  days  in  want  of 
amusement,  I  wandered  into  one  of  the  numer- 
ous gaming-houses,  merely,  as  I  sincerely 
vowed,  to  look  on.  iTie  excitement  occasioned 
by  the  alternate  changes  of  fortune  soon  proved 
tqo  strong  for  my  shallow  resolutions,  and  I 
joined  the  gamblers;  first  of  all  standing  by, 
but  afterwards  sitting  at  the  table.  Time  flew 
rapidly  away  without  much  change,  until  at 
last  the  luck  took  a  decided  turn  against  me. 
It  was  in  vain  that  I  endeavoured  to  woo  for- 
tune to  favour  me, — stake  after  stake  ^sap- 
peared,  yet  I,  in&tuated  fool  that  I  was,  con- 
tinued  the  game,   although .  conscious  I  was 
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playing  wilh  the  money  entrusted  to  my  charge 
for  the  payment  of  the  stores  the  army  stood  so 
much  in  need  o£  At  daybreak  I  left  the 
house  a  loser  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  being 
half  of  the  snm  belonging  to  the  Commissariat 
I  returned  home,  threw  myseli^  without  urn 
dressing,  on  the  bed,  and  endeavoured  to  seek 
refreshment  in  jepose.  .  It  was  impossible.  The 
situation  to  which  I  had  brou^t  myself  by  my 
degrading  yice  prevmited  all  hopes  of  it ;  and 
the  more  I  by  musing  and  reflecting^  the  more 
I  became  aware  of  the  folly,  and  likewise  dis^ 
honesty,  of  my  contemptible  proceeding.  My 
mind  for  the  next  two  days  was  in  a  state 
bordering  on  insanity.  At  length  the  meaxdianifei 
sent  me  word  that  they  were  ready  to  complete 
their  contracts  on  die  next  day;  and  a. letter 
came  from,  head-quarters,  directed  to  the  sick 
(^cer,  to  hasten,  the  execution  of  the  orders  foe 
the  immediate  supply  of  the  troops. 

**  What  was  to  be  done  ?    How  relieve  myself 
from  an  embarrassment  so  humiliating  as  the 


present  ?  Deatk  itElelf  seemed  &i  more  prefer- 
.dble  than  to  endure  it  To  return  mthont  the 
stores  WAS  impossible ;  to  get  diem  without  the 
money  equally  sa  Dis&acted  by  the  diffi- 
euMiffl  which  completely  overwhelmed  me,  I 
ifesolved  to  win  back  the*  money  I  had  lost,  or 
to  sacziiice  myself  upon  the  spot;  for  to  &oe 
the  light  of  the  next  day  would  be  to  &ce  the 
deepest  ds^onour  and  disgrace.  I  could  not 
bear  the  thought  of  havings  by  my  weak  axid 
yUe  passion  fer  play,,  deprived  brave  men,  who 
were  fighting  in  their  country's  cause,  of  the 
slightest  part  of  those  necessaries  I  had  been 
eiysrusted  with  the  means  to  pay  for,  and  had  so  * 
ahamefiilly  misused.  With  a.  feverish  anxiely, 
I  loaded  my  pii^ls,  placed  the  remainder  of  the 
money  in  my  pocket,  and  covering  myself  with 
nky  cloak,,  my  right  hand  grasping  one  of  the 
potob^  I  repaired  once  more  to  the  gaming-, 
table.  To  sit  down^and  endeavour  to  win  the 
mon^  back  by  any  attempt  at  skill  or.  ddculay 
tion  was  more  than  I  could. hope  to  do :  I  felt  I 
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must  risk  all,  and  my  existence  likewise,  upoir 
the  single  turning  of  a  card.  The  game  was 
rtmge  et  notr,  and  I  placed  the  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  on  the  black  space  which  was  nearest  to 
me.  Despair  was  in  my  countenance,  and  a 
whirlwind  in  my  brain, — ^it  was  on  fire !  I  felt 
sick,  and  could  not  move.  The  regular,  slow, 
monotonous  tones  of  the  man  who  was  employed 
dealing  the  cards  were  like  daggers  to  my 
heart.  At  length  the  number  was  declared — 
thirty-six  1  My  finger  was  instantly  on  the 
trigger  of  my  pistol,  which  was  pressed  with  a 
desperate  resolution,  the  muzzle  of  the  deadly 
•  weapon  being  placed  next  my  heart  My  life 
hung  as  by  a  thread,  while  the  remainder  of  the 
cards  were  being  turned  up  which  were  to  de- 
cide  between  life  and  death;  and  I  viewed 
thqm  with  a  do^ed  stupidity  of  look,  yet  with 
a  fiill  determination  to  act,  should  the  chance 
go  against  me.  The  number  was  announced — 
thirty-seven  I — ^which  made  me  a  winner;  but 
for  the  moment  I  felt  no  joy :  my  feelings  had 
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been  too  much  harrowed  up  to  admit  of  an  im- 
mediate reaction*  I  seemed  as  if  I  had  been 
awakened  from  a  trance,  and  called  from  the 
tomb.  My  mouth  was  parched  and  dry;  my 
eyes  felt  as  if  they  were  set  in  my  head ;  a  cold 
shivering  ran  through  my  limbs,  while  large  and 
frequent  drops  of  perspiration  coursed  each 
other  down  my  bloodless  cheeks.  By  a  great 
exertion,  I  at  last  so  &i  recovered  myself  as  to 
take  the  money  from  the  table,  stagger  out  of 
the  room,  and  with  difficulty  I  reached  my 
lodgings,  where,  by  a  sudden  impulse  I  never 
felt  before,  I  dropped  upon  my  knees  and 
blessed  my  Creator  for  preserving  me  fix>m  so 
horrible  a  crime  as  suicide. 

*^  On  the  next  morning  I  paid  for  and  em- 
barked the  stores;  I  sailed  from  Palermo  and 
landed  at  Saint  Eufemia,  near  the  north  frontier 
of  Lower  Calabra,  where  I  rejoined  the  army, 
when  I  was  almost  immediately  taken  violently 
ill,  through  the  agitation  I  had  undergone, 
and  suffered  long  and  severely  from  a  fever, 
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which  left  its  baneful  effects  on  my  nervrnts 
system,  from  which  I  duJl  never  ^^corer. 

^^It  may  be  naturally  .concluded  that  I  lim^ 
never  allowed  this  passage  of  jny  life  to  escape 
my  lips.  I  follawed  and  served  in  tbe  army 
during  the  war^  b<^  in  the  Meditensmean  and 
in  America,  and:  returned  to  England  afier 
seeing  a  paragrs^  in  a  newspaper^  that  the 
Honouiahle  Alfioed  Dorriaourt  had  been  killed 
bya.  fall  from,  his Jiorse.;  yet  the  horrid  feel- 
ings I  experienced  on  that  dreadA4  ni^t  at 
Palenno  have,  ever  been  uppermost  in  my 
mind.     I  have  never  played  since  I 

^^  I  have  now  tdd  the  substance  of  my  luncle's 
letter  to  me,"  continued  Captain  Underwood; 
"  and  I :  think  even  Mb..  Tittert»n  will  allow 
that  I  have  shewn  cause,  as  the  lawyers,  say^ 
eugmsi  too  free  an  indulgence  with;  cards  and 
dice," 

*^I  really  must  acknowledge/  replied  the 
gentleman^  "  that  your  relative  was  nearly  put 
kor^  de  cornbaty  or  cleaned  out^  as  it  would  be 
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expressed  in  our  native  English;  but  it  has 
been  many  a  man's  lot,  and  must  be  submitted 
to,  when  it  comes,  with  the  best  grace  which 
can  be  assumed  for  the  occasion." 
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CHAPTER  VL 


(( 


Thou  shalt  not  gormandize  as  thou  hast  done  with  me. 
And  sleep,  and  snore,  and  retid  apparel  out/' 

Merchant  of  Venice. 


Mrs.  Willis  and  Miss  Melrose  thanked  Cap- 
tain Underwood  for  the  entertainment  he  had 
afibrded  them,  and  expressed  their  abhorrence 
of  those  persons  who  made  play  a  profession, 
in  which  Mr.  Melrose  cordially  joined^  and  ob- 
served diat,  as  the  night  was  so  very  fine^  and 
not  too  &r  advanced,  one  of  the  party  would, 
perhaps,  M  up  the  time  by  relating  something 
which  would  amuse. 

The  Captain    immediately  nominated  Mr» 
Barker,   who  declined,   saying,  as  an  excuse. 


that  he  was  on  duty,  it^  being  his  watch  on 
deck.  Mr.  Titterton  was  then  sought  for ;  but 
he  had  vanished  at  the  end  of  the  last  story ;  a 
pause  therefore  ensued.  Captain  Underwood, 
feeling  interested  for  the  health  of  his  betrothed 
Amelia,  gently  hinted  the  propriety  of  retiring; 
but  he  was  unanimously  opposed,  and  one  more 
short  stoiy  or  anecdote  was  requested.  Mr. 
Melrose  exclaimed  with  a  laugh,  '^FU  be  bound 
that  Martha  there,  my  daughter's  mdd,  who 
looks  so  demure,  can  tell  you  as  good  a  story  as 
any  one  of  us ;  what  say  you,  Martha  ?" 

The  Abigail  seemed  taken  by  surprise,  and 
oonld  only  find  words  to  utter,  "  La,  Sir: — ^me. 
Sir !  how  can  I  tell  a  story  ?* 

*'Why,  Martha,"  replied  Mr.  Mekose,  «I 
have  seldom  heard  you  tell  anything  else ;  and 
if  you  will  let  us  have  one  tithe  part  as  much  of 
your  tongue  now  I  bid  you  speak,  as  I  have 
often  been  compelled  to  submit  to,  when  I  have 
desired  you  to  be  quiet,  you  will  tell  a  stoiy 
that  will  last  until  daybreak*     Come,  Amelia, 
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my  dear,  sp^ak  to  Martha:  bless  your  heaxt,  if 
once  we  can  get  her  to  begin  I  &ar  we  .shall 
-scarcely  pievail  upoa  her  to  ceaseP 

To  put  an  end  to  tldaa  raillery  Martha  had 
no  resouree  but  to  begin ;  so  afiar  tslfiaring  her 
lady's-maid's  dimity  voice  with  a  gende  ^'a- 
hem/^  she  Baid< — 

'^The  Captain  chose  a  relation  for-  the  sub^ 
jeet  of  his  story,  and  there  he  has  shewn  a 
decided  advantage  over  me,  as  I  know  not  who 
my  &ther  and  mother  were  a&y  more  than  if 
such  beings  never  existed*  I  certainly  have  a 
recollection,  when  about  six  years  old,  of  being 
dressed  in  a  Utde  csp  and  blue  gown^-^ht^ 
starved  at  a  parish  schoiol — ^walking  in  coupled 
with  about  twenty  more  unfortunates,  miserable 
as  myself,  to  a  church  every  time  it  was  opened} 
and  in  this  recreadv^  exemse  I  passed  many  of 
my  hours  until  I  became  fourteen,  years  of  a|g^. 

*^  Happy  epoch  I  thought  I,  when  a  muffin** 
faced  old  woman  hired  me  as  «  servant  .for  a 
lodging-house,  at  £3iiirCeen<ppenoe  a  week.     Any 
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{daoe  vms  paradise  according  to  my  idea  but  the 
school  I  should  get  clear  of  ABsiUs^  and  her 
high-heeled  shoe,  which  had  left  many  a  bump 
upon  my  head,  as  her  constant  weapon  of 
offence ;  and  of  wearing  my  fingers  to  the  bone, 
in  making  shirts  out  of  sackcloth  for  raw  a{^)reiQ(- 
tices.  With  a  joyful  heart,  and  with  as  much 
brains  as  I  should  have  been  better  without,  I 
packed  up  my  all  in  a  charity-school  pocket- 
handkerchiei^  and  followed  my  new  employer 
to  a  dirty  house  not  &r  fix>m  Panton-street, 
Leicester-square. 

^^  The  appearance  of  the  interior  of  this  domi- 
cSe  was  not  much  calculated  to  inspire  hope  of 
lyBcity  to  an  experienced  person ;  but,  widi  the 
school  in  my  mind's  eye,  I  trudged  into  a 
kitchen,  dark  as  a  coal-hole,  and  found  myself 
maid^f^^work  to  a  menagerie  of^fdti^gners. 

**  The  first  evening  pas^d  away  ixk  C(»nparar 
tive  happiness ;  but  the  p^fid  chee^L  imd 
sunken  eye  of  the  girl  whoS6  {dace  I  was  to 
occupy  struck  me  to  th^  Very  heart,  young  as  I 
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waB,  i^^hilst  the  insufferable  smell  of  tohaec^ 
and  snuffy  and  the  sight  of  a  ra^ed  shirt  which 
was  drying  by. the  fire  over  the  back  of  a  chair, 
dispelled  all  hope  of  future  comfort ;  so  that  I 
looked  with  regret  upon  my  dean  white  apron, 
in  the  anticipation  as  to  what  would  be  the 
Colour  of  it  that  day  week,  and  with  th^  shiver- 
ing reflection  that  I  had  but  one  soUtaiy  change 
in  the  world 

^*  The  following  morning  was  ushered  in 
before  six  by  the  stentorian  voice  of  my  land- 
lady, vociferating  for  *  poor  Polly  ;*  so  up  I  got^ 
with  a  pain  in  every  bone,  fix>m  the  hardness  of 
my  bed  of  flocks,  to  light  the  fire,  and  prepare 
break&sts  for  the  tribe  of  occupants  of  the  dif- 
ferent rooms  which  were  let  In  this,  however, 
I  was  agreeably  disappointed,  for  the  landlady, 
with  a  gracious  smile,  informed  me,  that  the 
genUemen  generally  remained  in  bed  until  the 
middle  of  the  day;  that  bieak&st  and  an  early 
dinner  might  answer  for  one  and  the  same 
thing;  and  that  nothing  was  required  but  tg 


take  up  seven  cups  of  coffee,  ii^hich  she  would 
pour  out,  and  leave  them  on  the  landing-place, 
first  floor,  after  ringing  a  bell  to  smnmon  the 
lodgers.  I  was  always  given  to  curiosity  when 
a  child ;  so,  after  ringing  the  bell,  I  retired  into 
a  spare-room,  and  to  my  surprise  saw  seven 
men,  some  firom  up-stairs,  and  some  firom  down, 
all  congregate  to  the  coffee ;  and  each  snatch- 
ing  a  cup,  retire  the  way  he  came.  I  made  no 
remark  to  my  mistress,  because  I  had  no  busi- 
ness to  look;  but  a  very  few  days  convinced 
me  I  had  been  ensnared  into  a  most  miserably 
situation,  so  I  determined  to  get  away  as  soon 
as  I  could«  Unfortunately^  no  opportunity  oc- 
curred for  more  than  two  years,  during  which 
time  I  never  knew  what  it  was  to  have  a  good 
meal;  yet,  somehow,  I  grew  up  to  be  tall  and 
healthy,  which  I  suppose  caused  an  ugly  old 
Frenchman,  with  d  huge  pair  of  whiskers,  to 
take  some  notice  of  me.  I  threatened  to  in- 
form my  mistress  of  his  behaviour,  who  would 
send  him  packing  with  his  impudence ;  but  he. 
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knowing  more  of  the  world  than  I^  was  before- 
hand lyidi  me^  and  made  such  a  complaint  aa 
procured  me  a  severe  beatings  which  confined 
me  many  days  to  my  bed. 

*^  So  soon  as  I  ^It  myself  able  to  walk^  I 
resohred  to  use  the  best  means  nature  had 
granted  me  in  running  away  ;  therefore,  dis* 
seimbled  weiikness  for  a  day  or  two  longer,  until 
a  fiiir  opportunity  diould  present  itself. 

**  A  dear  love  of  a  she-friend  of  my  mistress 
aasisted  me  one  evening,  unknown  to  herself; 
for  they  both  had  been  so  liberal  in  their 
sacrifices  to  Juniper  after  tea,  that  they  fell 
adeep,  and  my  mistress  was  immovable  in  her 
ohairv  Profiting  by  this  chance,  I  packed  up 
™7  ^^'gK'^y  which  it  was  no  trouble  to  carry, 
let  myself  out  at  the  street  door,  and  ran  as  fast 
as  I  we0  aUe  tow^ods  Hyde  Park  Comer. 

^^It  Was  summ^-lime,  and  a  fine  evening,  so 
I  'coilititm<ed'  my  route,  and  trusted  to  chance 
for  my  fiL^Lrefii^te.  I  had  no  character  to  lose, 
(I  diOuld  say-fircAu  my  last  place)  and  only 


THE  INDIAMAN.  87 

thre^B^noe  in  my  pocket,  therefore  was  in  no 
fear  of  being  robbed*  For  the  first  time  in  my 
life  I  was  totally  independent  of  all  the  world 
I  wandered  three  or  four  miles  as  neat  as  I 
could  guess,  until  I  saw  a  public-house  by  the 
road  side^  which  was  much  to  my  likixig;  when, 
feeling  very  tired,  I  determined  to  make  the  moet 
of  my  three^pence,  and  endeayour  to  procure 
a  lodging  for  the  night  With  this  intention  i 
accosted  the  landlady  of  the  house,  who  listened 
to  my  story,  and  I  told  the  truth;  but  she 
laughed  in  my  face  when  I  offered  her  the 
money.  Mortified  and  alarmed,  I  burst  into 
tears;  but  the  good  woman  set  my  heart  at 
i^est,  by  promising  to  accommodate  me  until 
morning  with  a  back  garret  for  nothing.  The 
faiigues  of  the  day,  and  a  hearty  supper  off 
bread  and  cheese,  made  me  sleep  well,  and  I 
awoke  refiredied  and  careleds  as  if  I  had  no 
fiuther  to  go,  and  nothing  on  earth  to  cause  me 
uneaslnesa 

^^  The  charity  of  this  good,  woman  detained 
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me  to  assist  in  the  bar  until  she  coold  recom«- 
mend  me^  which  she  soon  did^  to  a  knot  of 
ladies  who  kept  an  establishment,  commonhf 
called  a  preparatoiy  school,  at  Hammermnith, 
and  there  I  was  enrolled  as  under  servant  to 
wash  and  comb  the  children,  clean  the  door* 
steps,  make  the  beds,  run  on  errands,  help  cm 
washing  days,  attend  the  governesses  as  lady's-- 
maid, and  in  short,  to  make  myself  what  is 
termed^  generally  useful.  This  sort  of  every* 
day  work  lasted  upwards  of  six  months,  which 
appeared  to  my  imagination  more  like  six  yean^ 
when  I  lost  my  place  through  an  accident 

"  I  was  playing  with  two  of  the  children, 
under  seven  years  of  age,  which  was  the 
greatest  extent  of  human  life  admitted  to  oor 
seminary,  when,  by  an  unfortunate  blow  on  the 
nose,  I  knocked  a  little  girl  from  the  top  of  the 
stairs  to  the  bottom;  the  governesses.  Misses 
GuJBTenhalt,  three  in  number,  uproused  by  the 
squalhng,  ran  and  hobbled  (one  was  lame)  from 
their  room  to  assist  the  brat,  who  then  squalled 
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tefi  times  louder  than  before.  A  formal  inquiry 
took  plac§,  which  ended  in  my  complete  excul- 
pation ;  but  an  unforeseen  visit  from  the  mother 
of  the  child  brought  back  the  whole  weight  of 
the  blame  upon  my  shoulders,  and  it  was  finally 
arranged  that  I  was  to  be  turned  out  of  doors, 
upon  condition  that  the  child  was  not  to  be  re- 
moved from  t^e  schooL  On  the  mother's  de- 
parture, my  earnest  entreaties  procured  me  a 
week's  respite,  during  which  time  I  paid  a  visit 
to  my  friend  the  landlady  of  the  ^  Bull  and 
Pump'  where  I  came  from^  and  she  once  more 
lent  me  her  assistance. 

^'  It  is  an  old  saying  that  ^  three  removes  are 
as  bad  as  a  fire,'  but  it  was  not  so  with  me ; 
nor  did  it  require  any  extraordinary  exertion 
to  place  me  and  mine  in  the  kitchen  of  Mrs. 
Pufiwaterly  in  Baker-street,  Portman-square. 
My  new  master  and  mistress  were  of  that  class 
of  people  who  endeavour  tp  pass  for  frishion- 
ables,  with  low  incomes  and  high  notions. 
They  must  have  a  hmse  in  Baker-streety  but 
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the  first  and  second  floors  were  let  out  in  lodg-^ 
ings.  They  afiected  style  in  dress,  and  much 
viatzDgy  and  the  glass  over  the  chimney-piece 
on  the  ground  floor  was  nearly  covered  with 
invitation  tickets,  and  cards  returning  thankd 
for  poEte  inquiries,  some  of  which  were  more 
than  six  months  old.  I  never  knew  eitaetly 
what  calhug  my  master  followed,  but  think  he 
must  have  been  either  in  the  coal  or  thebladdng 
trade>  as  he  always  came  home  with  a  dirty 
&ce.  Creditors  wet^e  con^:antIy  knocking  at 
the  door  beseeching  tcft  money,  though  they 
seldom  got  any,  but  were  sure  to  be  pacified  by 

the  smooth  tongue  of  Mr.   Hugh  P ,  or 

scalded  firom  the  door  by  the  portentous  phiz  of 
his  better- hal£  This  woman  seemed  deter- 
mined to  maintain  a  reputation  for  fiishion,  m 
defiance  of  poverty  and  all  other  opposition; 
t&r  I  have  seen  her  sit  down  to  dine  off  a  part 
of  a  tsold  shoulder  of  mutton,  and  drink  her 
modicum  of  small  beer  out  of  a  tea-cup,  whilst 
dressed  in  a  silk  pelisse  trimmed  with  chinchilli 
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fiirj  and  her  handkerchief  would  be  perfiimed 
with  ott0  ofrooeB,.  or  esprit  de  laxrande  aox  mille 
flours,  which  is»  as  I  reeoUect,  to  be  got  for 
du'ee  mdisixg^uoea  J[>otfle>  and  I  ought  to 
know  all  about  it^  as  I  have  fetched  it  so  many 
times  fiom  *  Delfroiz^  fcur  her  use.  She  was 
a  rosy  cheeked  dame  when  dressed  out  for  a 
party,  and  well  she  might  be,  for  the  rouge  was 
plastered  on  her  cheeks  as.  thick  as  stucco  on 
the  outside  of  a  modem  built  house.  It  would 
be  useless  to  enumerate  how  many  times  I  ha^e 
gone  up  stairs,  whilst  my  heart  has  ached  witSh 
&tigue,  to  answer  the  first  or  second  floor  bdl, 
with  one  of  the  children  at  my  back,  another 
suppcNTted  on  my  right  arm,  and  the  coal-scuttle 
on  my  left;  but,  for  the  information  of  the  unt- 
enlightened,  and  to  giye  some  publicity  to  you^ 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  of  the  sort  of  life  poor 
maids-of-iall-work  sometimes  lead,.  I  will  just 
slietdii  an  oudine  of  my  one  day's  amus^nem 
in  this  house,  b^ging  to  observe  that  our: 
second'^oor  lodger  was  a  maidon  lady  in  years, 
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confined  to  her  bed,  and  that  there  were  four 
children  of  Mrs.  PuflFwraterley's  at  home.** 

"  Got  up  at  six — put  the  rooms  to  rights — 
dressed  the  brats  andfed  'em,  wasl)^d  'em,  and  took 
two  to  school — ^waited  on  the  second-floor  lodger 
—  took  my  own  breakfast — ^prepared  ditto  for 
master  and  mistress — cleared  away — washed  lip 
things — ^fed  parrot,  cat,  kitten,  and  rabbit — made 
six  beds — cooked  broth  for  sick  and  meat  for 
healthy —  swept  and  cleaned  the  children's  play 
room  —  mem.,  a  pretty  hogsty — ^washed  down 
the  yard  and  area — ^fetched  the  two  brats  firom 
school — gave  'em  their  dinner — washed  their 
hands  and  face  —  clear'd  away — swept  the 
kitchen  and  scour'd  the  pantry — ^waited  on 
second  floor-lodger  several  times — got  ready 
and  gave  supper^  and  put  brats  to  bed — ^needle 
work  ten  minutes,  answered  door  thirty  two 
times —waited  on  sick  lodger  on  various  oc^ 
casions-^ell  asleep  before  the  fire  very  tired, 
and  jumped  up  in  a  flurry  occasioned  by  a  loud 
knocking  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  &shion« 
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able  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  PuiF,  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  mormng  from  an  evening  party. 

"  How  long  my  constitution  could  have  with- 
stood this  sort  of  life,  I  will  not  pretend  to  de- 
tennine,  for  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  give 
warning,  when  I  was  spared  the  trouble,  by  two 
gentlemen,  apparently  old  friends  of  my  master, 
John  Doe,  and  his  brother-^n-/ato  Richard,  who 
called  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  frimiture. 
Setting  no  particular  value .  on  me  or  my  com- 
pany, they  commenced  their  packing  by  pack- 
ing me  off. 

^^  I  have  been  in  two  places  since  that  time, 
which  were  very  little  better,  and  I  do  not 
know  what  would  have  become  of  me,  had  I 
not  fortunately  been  recommended  to  the  notice 
of  Miss  Melrose,  from  whom  I  sincerely  hope  I 
sh^ll  never  be  compelled  to  part'' 

Just  at  this  moment  the  sound  of  the  bell,  as 
before  mentioned,  when  we  were  engaged  with 
Mr.  Swallowtail,  reached  the  ears  of  the  party 
abaft,  who,  surprised  at  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 
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wbich  they  had  scarcely  anticipated,  hastily  se- 
parated, and  retired  to  their  respective  cabins. 

Everything  was  soon  quiet,  no  sound  being 
heard  but  the  rippling  of  the  water,  as  the  ship 
glided  slowly  along,  and  the  deep  voices  of  the 
seamen  stationed  on  the  look  out,  who,  from 
time  to  time,  by  calling  ^^  starboard  cat  head," 
or,  ^^  larboard  quarter,"  gave  notice  of  their 
position. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 


"  In  spite  of  these,  there  are  still  some  joys, 
Our  jolly,  jolly  tars  to  hless ; 
For  Saturday  night  still  comes  my  boys, 
To  drink  to  Poll  and  Bess/' 

DiBDIN.  

At  the  particular  request  of  Miss  Melrose^ 
Captain  Underwood  promised  her  a  view  of  the 
whole  ship's  company  while  at  supper^  when  the 
evening  should  be  fine^  and  the  water  smooth ; 
which  would  allow  her  to  walk  the  decks  with- 
out inconvenience  to  herself  A  proper  oppor- 
tunity now  presenting  itself^  she  was  ushered 
into  the  rude  society  of  the  sailors^  but  accom* 
panied  of  course  by  the  Captain  and  several 
officers,  to  protect  and  explain  to  her  that  of 
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which  she  would  naturally  prove  ignorant  Mr. 
Melrose  was  likewise  of  the  partj^  and  seemed 
more  anxious  than  all  the  rest  to  taste  the  beef 
and  grog  which  was  on  platters  and  in  kids 
(not  gloves,  but  a  bucket  so  called,)  plentifully 
supplied  upon  each  table.  The  men  were  en- 
joying themselves  to  their  hearts'  content ;  not  a 
murmur,  nor  an  unpleasant  observation  was  to 
be  heard,  light-hearted  joyousness  and  merry- 
making being  the  feelings  abroach. 

It  was  on  a  Saturday  night,  when  sailors  (for- 
merly)  simg  of  their  mistresses,  and  swore  by 
them  also,  and  would  have  fought  for  them 
on  a  very  trifling  provocation.  The  sixth  mess 
consisted  of  a  quarter  master,  a  boatswain's  mate^ 
his  wife,  (who  has  been  mentioned  with  becom- 
ing reverence  at  the  end  of  the  second  chapter,) 
and  six  seamen,  a  mixture  of  English,  Irish, 
and  Scotch,  besides  one  Frenchman.  The  song 
was  going  round,  not  rapidly,  because  it  is 
beneath  the  dignity  of  a  sailor,  when  enjoying 
himself,   to  conmience  a  chant  which  consists 
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of  less  than  six  verses,  and,  to  the  torture  of  his 
audience,  it  frequently  extends  to  four  and 
twenty,  with  a  chorus  by  way  of  *^  addenda^ 

The  Scotchman  had  concluded  his  ^*  Willie 
brewed  a  peck,"  the  Irishman  had  bawled 
forth  his  '^  Sprig  of  sheelalah,"  and  one  of  the 
Englishmen  was  singing,  in  a  bunch  of  keys, 
that  very  sentimental  and  ahnost  interminable 
ditty  which  commences,  '*  As  I  was  a  walking 
one  morning  in  spring,"  when  the  Captain  and 
his  friends  made  their  appearance  among  them. 
The  sixth  mess  did  not  observe  the  intrusion, 
if  it  may  so  be  termed ;  but  the  singer  stopped 
short  at  the  conclusion  of  the  tenth  verse,  and 
washed  his  windpipe  clear  of  all  cobwebs  by  a 
huge  draught  from  the  kid  which  stood  beside 
him.  As  soon  as  he  had  wiped  his  lips  with 
the  sleeve  of  his  jacket,  he  accosted  his  French 
messmate  thus : — 

"I  say,  Mounse^,  do  they 'ever  sing  in 
France  ?  Mayhap  you  don't  know  what  sing- 
ing is  there,  except  when  you  sing  d— 4  small 

VOL.  n.  F 
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at  dinner-time,  you  starve-gutted  nation  of 
nincompushes,  and  yourself  for  a  miserable 
sample  of  the  worst  otomy  of  the  breed ;  why,  if 
Peter  Moses  was  to  try  to  shave  you  he  would 
cut  his  thumb  off  through  your  lantern-jaw. 
How  do  you  like  my  song,  eh?" 

This  question  was  pressed  upon  the  poor 
foreigner  with  a  degree  of  earnestness  he  was 
by  no  means  prepared  for ;  he  looked  into  the 
kid  firom  which  he  had  not  yet  wetted  his  lips; 
the  bottom  was  far  too  visible  to  be  pleasant  to 
a  thirsty  soul.  The  Frenchman  heaved  a  sigh, 
and  replied,  *^  Cest  vrai;  the  Englishman  chant 
very  good  chansoUy  mais  there  is  a  leetle  too 
much  of  de  fol  de  rol,  and  he  drink  up  all  the 
grogs." 

*^  I  fear,"  observed  Miss  Melrose,  **  that  this 
poor  man  must  experience  ill-treatment  firom 
his  English  messmates,  by  the  pUant  manner 
in  which  he  seems  to  bear  their  taunts." 

"You  mistake  indeed,  Amelia,"  said  the 
Captain ;  "  that  rough  tar  you  heard  just  now 
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enjoys  himself  while  speaking  to,  and  in  his 
idea  laughing  at,  the  Frenchman ;  but  only  let 
any  one  of  the  others,  no  matter  which,  attempt 
to  impose  upon  Monsieur,  the  whole  mess  will 
take  his  part  He  has  had  short  allowance  of 
grog  this  evening,  I  believe,  and  I  fancy  it 
must  he  his  own  fault, — that  is,  because  he  does 
not  care  for  it.  I  wish  our  people  were  aU 
equally  moderate,  it  would  be  the  better  for 
them." 

**  I  beg  your  pardon,  Sir^"  said  Mr.  Swallow- 
tail, who  had  joined  the  group,  '^  I  hope  you 
will  allow  there  is  nothing  like  gn^ ;  how  can 
it  be  better  proved  than  by  the  well  known 
truth  that,  there  was  a  capital  fellow,  called 
*  Dibdin,'  who  got  a  pension  from  Government 
for  writing  down  that  it  is  the  best  thing  afloat. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  saving  the  ladies' 
presence,  that  the  Lords  in  Council  proved  the 
&ct,  by  having  a  decent  allowance,  mixed  hal^ 
and-hal^  placed  before  them  when  they  gave 
the  man  the  pension ;  only  let  the  young  lady 
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taste  some^  Captain,  and  see  what  she  says  to 
it;  my  life  on't,  she  smacks  her  lips*" 

Miss  Mekose  having  politely  declined  the 
invitation  of  Mr.  Swallowtail,  the  veteran  ob- 
served, ''Pray,  don't  be  shame-faced.  Miss;  I 
wouldn't  have  wished  you  to  taste  it  had  it  not 
been  wholesome  and  nourishing,  and  as  inno- 
cent as  either  a  sucking  dove  or  mysel£  When 
I  was  in  the  Impregnable,  at  Portsmouth,  the 
Duchess  of  Oldhumbug  had  a  jolly  swig,  and  jbo 
had  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  swore  he  never 
had  tasted  such  stuff:  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  made  a  wry  face  at  it  111  be  hanged  if 
I  didn't  think  the  good  lady  would  have  had 
another  touch  at  it  if  anybody  had  asked  her. 
Well,  so  you  won't  then.  Miss;  nor  t'other 
lady?  more  the  pity,  for  if  it  is  not  good  for 
young  ladies,  I  should  make  a  very  bad  young 
lady  for  sartain." 

The  company  seemed  very  much  pleased 
with  the  good  order  and  regularity  which  ex- 
isted below.    While  they  were  admiring  and 
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inspecting^  and  th)e  Captain  explaining,  word 
was  brought  that  a  strange  sail  was  in  sight. 
This  caused  eveijr  one  to  go  on  deck.  The 
Captain  viewed  her  with  his  glass ;  she  madie  a 
signal  which  not  only  gave  us  her  name,  but 
shewed  that  she  was  homeward  bound,  and 
commanded  by  a  friend  of  Captain  Underwood. 
As  the  two  ships  drew  near  to  each  other  to 
hold  communication,  the  word  was  passed  along 
the  decks  of  the  William  Tell  that  there  was  an 
opportunity  for  sending  letters  to  England. 
The  sailmaker  was  immediately  in  request  to 
make  a  bag  to  contain  the  letters — the  painter 
was  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  mark  the 
bag  with  the  words,  **  Ship*s  letters,''— and  Peter 
Moses  had  his  hands  full,  and  more  than 
etiough  to  do,  to  write  a  few  lines  impromptu^ 
from  many  of  the  seamen  to  their  wives  or 
sweethearts.  The  over-troubled  secretary  had 
no  sooner  finished  an  epistle  than  he  flung  it  to 
the  sailor,  who  was  anxiously  expecting  it ;  he 
immediately  retired  to  impress'*  a  kiss  upon  the 
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valuable  document^  likewise  to  seal  it  with  a 
slight  dab  of  pitchy  and  to  mark  that  seal 
with  one  of  his  anchor  buttons,  by  way  of 
crest 

The  Captain  received  these  letters  as  they 
were  brought  to  him,  and  placed  them  carefiilly 
in  the  bag.  At  length  Mr.  Swallowtail  made 
his  appearance  with  a  folded  paper  between  his 
fingers,  fastened  together  with  a  wet  wafer, 
nearly  as  big  in  circumference  as  the  mariner's 
compass ;  it  was  directed,  "  Mrs.  Swallowtail, 
Vinegar-yard,  Pleasant-place,  Back-row,  near 
the  Chest  Arms  public-house,  Chatham,  Eng- 
land— or  elsewhere — ^with  speed !"  This  billet 
was  deposited  in  safety  with  the  rest ;  the  bag 
was  carefully  sewn  up,  and  sent  on  board  the 
homeward-bound  ship. 

Towards  night  the  Captain  was  on  deck, 
accompanied  by  the  ladies,  and  surrounded  by 
the  usual  group,  when  Mr.  Swallowtail  came 
aft  to  return  the  key  of  his  storeroom  for  the 
night,  which  was  his  constant  custom. 
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Mr.  Swallowtail  was  that  sort  of  man  who, 
although  inferior  to  his  Captain  in  the  station 
which  he  held  on  board  the  William  Tell,  you 
might  rely  on  for  not  abusing  any  little  freedom 
which  might  be  condescendingly  taken  with 
him*  He  was,  as  has  been  before  remarked,  a 
good-humoured  fellow,  and  being  fond  of  exact- 
ing aU  the  respect  from  others  which  was  due 
to  himself  he  was  not  slack  in  paying  every 
becoming  deference  to  his  superiors.  Captain 
Underwood  knew  his  character  well,  and  thus 
addressed  him : — 

"  Mr.  Swallowtail,  I  never  before  knew  that 
you  were  married  ;  but  perhaps  I  may  be 
wnnig, — ^you  were  probably  writing  to  your 
mother  ?" 

'^I  must  have  been  writing  to  the  parish 
woikhouse  then,  Sir;  for  that's  the  only  mother 
that  ever  I  had,"  answered  the  boatswain. 

**You  are  married,  then?"  continued  the 
Captain. 

Ay,    Sir,"  replied  Mr.  Swallowtail,   "  that 
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ere  job  was  managed  more  nor  twenty  years 
ago." 

"  A  love-match,  perhaps  ?"  said  the  Captain^ 
wilUngy  if  possible,  to  draw  the  story  from  th^ 
old  boatswain  for  the  amusement  of  the  ladies. 

'^You  have  just  hit  it,  Sir;  that  was  my 
case,"  returned  Mr«  SwaUowtaiL 

^*  I  should  feel  Very  much  obliged,  if  not 
intruding  too  much  on  the  delicacy  of  yout 
nerves  upon  the  occasion,  if  you  will  teU  us 
how  it  cajtne  about  I  feel  sure  the  ladies  will 
join  me  in  begging  that  favour." 

'^  Lord  bless  their  pretty  faces  both  the  two 
on  'em  I"  exclaimed  the  boatswain,  his  own 
mahogany  phiz  exhibiting  at  the  same  time  a 
pectdiar  grin;  ''you  only  want  a  laugh  at  the 
old  sailor ;  but  never  mind.  111  tell  'em  9II 
about  it."  Mr.  Swallowtail  turned  the  quid  of 
tobacco  which  occupied  the  comer  of  his  right 
cheek,  and  said— ^ 

''You  must  know,  then,  that  about  twenty 
years  ago,  one  summer  afternoon,  I  was  a  wdk- 
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ing  along  the  High-street,  at  Chatham^  when  I 
saw  a  young  woman,  whom  I  had  before  known 
something  about,  clap  her  hehn  a  starboard^ 
and  come  to  an  anchor  in  a  cook's  shop.  This 
young  creature  was  formed  in  the  beautifullest 
manner;  from  stem  to  stem  she  was  all  alike ; 
her  cemetary  was  beautiful  to  beholders — " 

"  Symmetry,  perhaps,  you  mean,  Mr.  Swal- 
lowtail ?"'  interrupted  the  Captain. 

'*  Very  likely.  Sir;  I  am  sure  I  don't  know," 
said  the  boatswain;  '^  I  an't  much  of  a  scholar, 
and  can't  be  expected  to  have  so  much  booK- 
wisdom  as  our  doctor:  why,  bless  your  soul. 
Sir,  he  is  past  all  books — ^books  are  of  no  use  to 
him.  Well,  then.  Sir,  symmetry,  since  you  like 
it  best ;  her  run  was  uncommon  fine.  Seeing 
as  how  I  brought  up  right  athwart  her  hawse, 
so  as  she  couldn't  clear  me  on  either  tack,  when 
she  got  under  way,  she  gave  me  a  look  which 
went  to  my  very  vit-als;  I  don't  mean  the 
ham  and  beef  that  was  in  the  window  of  the 
shop,  nor  those  Betsy  was  a  buying  which  the 

f3 
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woman  was  cutting  with  a  large  knife ;  but  I 
mean  the  place  where  our  feelings  is — ^you 
know,  Sir.  Betsy  got  under  way,  and  T 
made  sail  in  chase ;  she  hauled  her  wind  close 
round  the  blue  post  at  the  comer  of  the  Chest 
Arms  public-house,  and  slap,  she  orders  a  pot 
of  porter.  Now,  thinks  I,  here's  to  be  even 
with  you,  my  dear ;  so  I  ordered  a  bottle  of 
rum,  paid  for  it,  and  put  it  in  my  coat-pocket. 
When  Betsy  saw  me  so  liberal  like,  she  smiled 
on  me  so  sweetly  it  would  have  thawed  the 
North  Pole^  so  my  heart  gave  way,  and  I  spoke 
to  her. 

"  ^  Miss  Elizabeth,'  said  I,  *  don't  you  think 
a  pound  of  beef  and  a  pot  of  porter  too  much 
for  one  solitary  individual  ?' 

''  *  No  doubt  of  it,  Sir,'  said  she. 

^  Don't  you  think  that  the  addition  qf  my 
company,  and  a  bottle  of  rum,  will  make  the 
artemoon  pass  more  pleasanter?' 

"  *  No  doubt  of  it.  Sir,'  said  she ;  so  I  took 
her  at  her  word.     We  ate  the  beet,  and  drank 
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the  beer,  and  were  just  at  the  finish  of  the  rum, 
when  I  seized  her  flipper,  and,  kissing  it,  said, 
in  the  fuhiess  of  my  heart,  *  Betsy,  will  you 
marry  me  r 

"  *  No  doubt  of  it.  Sir,'  said  she ;  and  so  it 
was  a  match." 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 


**  I  durst  go  no  Airther  than  the  lie  circumstantial, 
Nor  he  durst  give  me  the  lie  direct;  and  so  we 
Measured  swords  and  parted." 

As   TOU    LIKE   IT. 

The  resolution  formed  by  Mr.  Titterton  to 
attempt  the  conquest  of  the  heart  of  Miss  Mel- 
rose by  sap  had  not  been  neglected  by  that  per- 
severing gentleman,  as  he  never  lost  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  placing  himself  by  her  side,  and 
urging  his  suit  virhenever  he  could  do  so  un- 
observed by  Captain  Underwood,  v^hose  various  ' 
avocations  as  commander  of  the  ship  too  often 
required  his  attention;  and  as  nothing,  not 
even  the  object  of  his  a£Pections,  could  induce 
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Um  to  neglect  his  duty,  too  many  opportunities 
for  the  peace  pf  Miss  Mehx)8e  were  afforded  to 
her  tormentor,  who,  as  we  before  remarked, 
was  not  to  be  daunted  by  any  delicacy  of  feel- 
ing, although  made  acquainted  with  the  situa- 
tion in  which  the  young  lady  was  so  peculiarly 
placed.     His  withdrawing  fronl  the  party  when 
the  Captain  was  relating  his  tale  was  caused 
solely  by  a  feeling  of  jealousy  on  his  part,  be- 
cause Miss  Mekose  thought  proper  to  change 
her  position  whenever  he  intruded  himself  too 
much  upon  her  attention ;  and  on  the  following 
morning,  when  the  young  lady  made  her  ap- 
pearance on  deck,  Mr.  Titterton  was  more  than 
usually  solicitous  that  he  should  be  listened  t6, 
and  he  teased  her,  considering  the  pubUcity  of 
the    scene,    with    an  immanly    perseverance; 
when,  finding  her  deaf  to  both  his  arts  and 
eloquence,  he  lost  temper,  and  whispered  in  her 
ear,   "  that    as  she  felt  so  often  inclined  to 
amuse  herself  with  a  tSte^-tSte  with  so  handsome 
a  firiend  as  the  Captain,  it  would  be  better  for 
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a  young  lady  of  her  sensibility  to  have  her 
fisither  present,  or  to  have  provided  herself  with 
some  female  friend  as  companion  on  the  voyi^, 
who  had  some  age  and  discretion,  which  her 
present  attendant  did  not  possess."  Stung  to 
the  quick  by  this  impertinent  observation,  the 
fine  spirit  of  Miss  Melrose  shot  firom  her  eyes 
with  a  glance  towards  Mr.  Titterton,  expressive 
of  the  most  ineffable  disdain ;  but  recoUectii^ 
herself  the  moment  she  was  about  to  answer 
him,  she  curbed  the  violent  desire  to  do  so ; 
but  her  heart  was  too  fiill,  and  the  effort  caused 
her  to  burst  int6  tears.  Just  at  this  moment^ 
Captain  Underwood  came  up  the  after-ladder, 
and  seeing  Amelia  in  distress,  while  the  cause 
of  it  was  deliberately  marching  off,  he  asked 
her,  with  a  degree  of  impatience  very  foreign 
to  his  general  manner  of  speaking,  to  explain 
the  reason  for  this  violent  emotion. 

"  Oh,  nothing  1 — ^nothing  of  consequence," 
replied  Miss  Melrose ;  "  but  I  fancy  Mr.  Titter- 
ton  feels  somewhat  inclined  to  be  satiiicaL" 
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^'  Any  satire  of  his^  my  dearest  Amelia,  unless 
accompaiued  by  an  impertinent  and  disagree- 
able  observation,  would  never,  I  am  certain^ 
have  called  a  tear  to  your  eye ;  because  I  feel 
assured  you  possess  too  much  good  sense  to 
care  for  the  everlasting  nothings  of  the  fop; 
but  now  I  see  the  reptile  has  dared  to  shew  a 
sting,  and  by  some  means  severely  wound  your 
feelings :  he  shall  dearly  rue  it" 

"  Captain  Underwood  1  pray,  for  my  sake,  for 
both  our  sakes,  do  not  make  this  a  quarrel !  do 
not  involve  yourself  in  any  danger  by  a  ren- 
contre  with  that  silly  young  man !" 

"  Calm  your  fears,  my  dear  Amelia,  and 
retire/ for  awhile  to  your  cabin.  I  am  too 
much  captain  of  my  own  ship,  and  master  of 
my  own  feelings,  to  conunit  myself  in  any 
quarrel  with  a  person  who  is  my  passenger ;  and 
I  know  this  impertinent  coxcomb.  Look,  dear 
Ameha,  at  the  main-topsail  above  our  heads, — 
see  how  it  is  filled  with,  and  swells  to,  the 
breeze.     I  have  seen  that  sail  rent  into  ribands 


112  THB  IHDIAlfAV. 


by  the  ifind  when  at  its  hei^it,  and  I  have 
likewise  seen  it  rendered  powerieas  by  qnietfy 
bracing  it  by^  and  then,  it  merely  shiyered 
harmleaB  in  the  wind.  The  latter  coarse  wiH 
be  the  one  I  shall  pursae  with  rq;ard  to  Mir. 
Titterton;  so  fear  not,  my  dearest  Amelia,  but 
go  to  your  cabin^  and  I  will  soon  inform  yon  of 
the  result;  for  to  bring  him  to  reason  I  am  de* 
tenuined." 

Miss  Melrose  complied  with  the  request  of 
the  Captain,  and  left  the  deck,  after  once  more 
imploring  him  to  be  very,  very  cautious. 

No  sooner  was  the  cabin  door  closed  than 
the  Captain  gave  utterance,  being  no  longer 
able  to  contain  himself:  ^^  Cautious  I  oh,  yes, 
certainly,  I  will  be'  cautiously  and  I  will  make 
that  Tery  impertinent  personage  be  cautious 
likewise ;  but  let  me  do  it  as  becomes  a  gentle* 
man."  Then  taking  time  to  subdue  the  rage 
he  was  scarcely  able  to  suppress  by  a  walk 
backwards  and  forwards,  he  felt  convinced  he 
was  perfectly  at  his  ease,  so  stepped  forward  to 
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where  his  would-be  rival  was  standing,  amusing 
himself  by  whistling  the  air,  ^^  Had  I  a  heart 
for  falsehood  framed,"  and  thus  accosted  him — 

**  Mr.  Tittetton,  may  I  beg  a  word  with 
you?" 

A  thousand,  if  you  please,"  was  the  reply. 
Less  will  answer  my  purpose,"  retorted  the 
Captain* 

"  Proceed,"  said  Mr.  Titterton,  with  the  ut- 
most coolness;  *'I  am  all  attention." 

This  had  nearly  thrown  the  Captain  from  his 
boasted  equanimity;  but  recovering  himself  by 
^  violent  exertion,  he  said — 

**  I  am  sorry  to  observe.  Sir,  you  persist  in  a 
conduct  which  I  could  not  help  regretting 
you  adopted  at  the  commencement  of  the 
voyage, — that  is,  to  persecute  a  young  lady 
with  your  attentions,  when  you  are  aware  that 
they  are  anything  but  agre^ble." 

*^  How  am  I  to  be  aware  that  the  attentions 
you  assert  I  have  paid  to  the  young  lady  are  to 

be  considered  a  persecution.   Captain  Under* 
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wood?  I  have  known  my  condescension  in 
such  matters  thought  quite  the  reverse  before 
to-day." 

"  Why,  Sir,  if  your  own  vanity  be  not  suffi- 
ciently informed  by  the  reception  you  have  mejt 
with,  you  will  perhaps  have  no  objection  to  be 
accountable  for  your  conduct  to  me,  Mr.  Tit- 
terton  ?" 

"  I  dare  support  every  action  of  my  life  with 
any  personal  risk,"  answered  the  gentleman, 
who,  with  all  his  &ult8,  had  no  deficiency  of 
courage ;  ^'  and  I  cannot  see  what  right  you 
have  to  interfere  between  us.  If  your  last  ob- 
servation be  intended  to  imply  a  threat,  I 
shall  offer  no  explanation  whatever  on  the 
subject" 

"  Not  so  hasty,  Mr.  Titterton,  if  you  please," 
rejoined  the  Captain,  who  perceived  he  was 
going  too  &r  in  assuming  the  character  of  cham- 
|)ion  to  the  young  lady  without  the  sanction  of 
her  father;  **  you  ought  to  have  learned  before 
this  that  which  I  have  just  now  informed  you. 
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Your  attentions  to  Miss  Melrose  are  not  re- 
ceived ;  and  you  ought  to  recollect,  for  I  am 
peaceably  inclined,  how  I  must  feel,  and  how  I 
am  bound  to  resent,  premeditated  persecution  of 
a  young  lady  who  is  under  my  care  as  a  pas- 
senger on  board  of  this  ship,  or  a  repetition  of 
your  unwarrantable  conduct  of  this  day.  I  am 
far  from  wishing  to  imply  a  threat — certainly 
not — ^and  if  you  will  pledge  me  your  word  of 
honour  that  you  will  address  Amelia,  I  should 
say  Miss  Melrose,  no  more  on  the  subject,  which 
I  repeat,  and  do  assure  you,  is  offensive,  I  am 
willing  to  bury  all  that  is  past  in  oblivion ;  and 
we  will,  if  you  please  be  better  friends  than  we 
have  hitherto  been.     This  is  fair,  I  offer." 

**  I  accept  your  terms,"  replied  Mr.  Titterton, 
"  and  I  promise  you  Miss  Melrose  shall  receive 
no  further  molestation  from  me  (since  I  am  to 
understand  my  attentions  have  been  so  inter- 
preted,) while  I  am  on  board  of  your  ship." 

The  rivals  shook  hands  and  parted;  with 
much  the  same  feelings  as  Pillardoc  and  Asmo- 
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deus^  80  well  described  by  Le  Sage  in  his 
**  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks  :*• — **  We  embraced^ 
and  became  mortal  enemies  ever  after." 

The  Captain  turned  aft  to  acquaint  his 
Amelia  with  the  success  of  his  undertaking, 
leaving  Mr.  Titterton  still  on  the  gangway,  who 
said  in  soliloquy,  *^  I  see  I  have  no  chance  while 
at  sea,  so  I  have  promised  not  to  proceed ;  but 
I  am  to  do  as  I  like  when  I  get  to  Calcutta ; 
and  then  I  will  get  my  uncle,  who  is  a  very 
devil  to  talk,  to  worry  the  old  gentleman  her 
fiithen  We  will  circumvent  the  tarpaulin  yet ; — 
and  to  prefer  him  to  me ! — confound  her  taste, — 
picked  it  up  in  Wapprng^  or  Limehouse,  doubt- 
less!" Then  winding  up  the  sentence  vidth  a 
supercilious  toss  of  his  head,  and  a  pull  at  his 
miUtaiy-looking  stock,  he  resumed  his  whis- 
tling to  the  tune  of  ^A  man's  a  man  for  a* 
that" 

Although  the  termination  of  the  meeting 
between  the  rivals  promised  a  peaceftd  under- 
standing, the  feelings  of  Miss  Melrose  were  not 
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immediately  composed.  She  fancied  that  the 
gentlemen  were  labouring  under  inward  feel- 
ings of  mutual  dislike,  which  caused  her  to  shed 
tears  on  the  very  supposition  that  she  had  been 
the  subject  of  the  quarrel. 

How  very  different  were  Amelia's  feelings  to 
those  which  are  too  often  in  the  breast  of 
woman.  During  the  days  of  chivalry,  which 
nonsense  reigned  absolute  until  it  received  a 
vital  blow  ftom  the  admirable  sarcasm  of  Cer- 
vantes, and  even  in  the  late  years  in  Spain,  it 
has  been  the  custom  for  ladies,  whose  delicate 
nerves  would  have  been  shocked  at  the  intru- 
sive visit  of  a  mouse,  or  a  spider,  to  sit  with  an 
affectation  of  unconcern,  while  men  were  striv- 
ing for  mastery  in  an  amphitheatre,  which  was 
only  to  be  obtained  by  the  death  of  one  of  the 
combatants.  And  even  in  our  time,  and  in  our 
country,  there  have  been  cases  too  well  esta- 
blished  to  admit  of  contradiction,  where  a  lover 
has  been  slain,  although  more  inclined  for  peace 
than  war,  because  he  dared  not  refiise  a  drunken 
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challenge  under  aggravated  circumstances^  from 
the  dread  that  his  beloved  mistress  might  in- 
sinuate that  he  feared  to  fight, — an  intimation 
having  previously  been  given  by  her,  solely 
from  the  vanity  of  being  rendered  conspicuous 
at  his  personal  risk. 

The  nervous  feeling  thus  excited  in  the  breast 
c^  Miss  Melrose  did  not  abate  during  the  day ; 
and  she  retired  early  to  her  cabin  and  cot,  with 
the  idea  of  an  approaching  fever.  She  enjoyed 
but  little  sleep  on  that  night  Various  un- 
pleasant dreams  haunted  her  imagination.  All 
the  birds,  fishes,  and  reptiles  she  had  seen,  or 
been  told  of,  presented  themselves  in  grotesque 
figures  before  her.  **  Bufibn,"  travestie,  danced 
in  her  imagination ;  and  towards  daylight,  just 
as  she  was  able  to  close  her  eyes,  a  harsh  noise 
grated  in  her  ears  of  a  most  unpleasant  nature ; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  an  incessant  tapping 
overhead  brought  to  her  excited  mind  a  lively 
representation  of  numerous  undertakers  making 
coffins  for  the  whole  ship's  company.    The  wind 
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had  been  somewhat  more  fresh  than  the  William 
Tell  had  before  experienced  during  the  present 
voyage ;  the  sea,  which,  in  general,  rolls  in  a 
long,  mountainous,  and  heavy  swell,  put  forth 
on  this  night  the  claim  to  the  title  it  had  bois- 
terously  obtained.  Amelia  dreamed  of  the 
flying  Dutchman  in  all  his  horrors !  An  ever- 
lasting ship,  containing  an  everlasting  crew, 
which  was  everlastingly  beating  up  against  an 
everlasting  foul  wind,  was  only  removed  fit>m 
her  over  excited  thoughts  by  her  waking  to  find 
the  whole  to  be  everlasting  nonsense  I 

Miss  Melrose  very  naturally  inquired  as  to 
the  cause  of  her  fright,  and  was  ashamed  of  her 
weakness  when  it wassoeasUyexplained.  The 
grating,  harsh  noise,  which  she  had  heard,  and 
which  proved  so  painfully  acute,  was  the  same 
which  she  might  have  distinguished  very  easily 
on  eveiy  alternate  morning  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  voyage ;  it  being  merely  occa- 
sioned by  a  huge  stone,  denominated  "  Holy," 
being  dragged  backwards  and  forwards  by  six 
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or  eight  of  the  siulors  over  the  wet  deck,  which  had 
been  previously  strewed  with  sand  for  the  pur- 
.  pose^  and  was  the  constant  method  of  clean^g* 
The  term  **  Holy"  was  irreverently  given  in 
times  of  yore,  because  the  party  using  a  small 
stone  did  so  on  his  knees,  for  the  more  imme- 
diate convenience  of  rubbing  the  decks.  The 
term  of  "  Bible**'  was  not  unfrequently  used  to 
designate  the  same  not  generally  admired  imple- 
ment, which  term,  it  is  hoped,  since  religious 
feelings  have  increased  among  our  seamen,  may 
now  have  fallen  into  disuse. 

The   other  frightful  occurrence,  which  had 
been  magnified  into  the  making  repositories  for 

the  bodies  of  departed   souls,  turned  out  to 

be  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  live  stock, 

which  were  placed  in  coops  on  the  poop  of  the 

ship  above  the  cabins  of  the  passengers,  taking 
an  early  opportunity  of  cramming  down  their 
breakfasts,  which  had  just  been  given  them  by 
the  man  appointed  for  their  care:  an  ea^r 
anxiety  to  have  a  full  share  caused  every  bird 
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of  each  denomination^  turkey,  goose,  or  barn- 
door fovlj  to  dash  his  beak  fiirioiisly  amidst  the 
food.  A  thousand,  of  these  beaks  caused  a 
sound  which  was  vibrated  tenfold  to  the  eais 
of  the  young  lady,  whose  nerves  were  on  the 
worry  from  before-mentioned  causes,  and  may 
be  adnutted  as  an  excuse  for  her  unnecessai^ 
alarm. 

It  was  easy  to  perceive  fixnn  the  looks  of 
Mis»  Melrose^  when  she  came  from  her  cabin, 
that  the  tiight  had  been  restlessly  passed.  This^ 
of  course,  did  not  escape  the  quick  glance  of 
Captain  Underwood,  who  inquired  wiA  ne 
little  anxiety  after  hejt  health.  The  young  lady 
being  conscious  that  the  whole  of  her  alarm  was 
imaginary,  felt  some  reluctance  to  disclose  the 
immediate  cause-  of  it.  A  few  questions  by  way 
of  cross-examination  soon  elicited  the  truth,  but 
not  without  hesitation,  and  some  blushes  for 
being  so  weak  and  so  silly. 

**  Pray,  Miss  Melrose,"  said  Mr..  Barka-,  "  do 
not  you  feel  at  all  ashamed  of  having  been 

VOL.  n.  G 
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alarmed  at  some  unknown  scmnds,  at  a  time^  too> 
when  you  had  no  means  of  discrimmation.  It 
is  not  very  long  ago,  when  I,  who  have  been 
ised  to  danger,  felt  my  hair  stand  nearly 
upright  on  my  head,  and  my  blood  to  curdle 
through  my  veins.'*  "  I  should  have  thought," 
replied  the  young  lady,  **  that  you  had  faced 
too  many  dangers  in  your  perilous  profession  to 
be  much  alarmed  at  anything." 

**  Our  profession.  Miss,"  replied  the  officer, 
*^  does  now  and  then  throw  awkward  and  em- 
barrassing circumstances  in  our  way ;  these,  it 
is  true^  being  frequently  encountered,  render 
us  somewhat  .callons  as  to  fear,  and  give  us  a 
presence  of  mind  to  meet  difficulties,  which 
few,  not  so  often  called  upon  to  act,  may 
possess ;  but  the  instance  I  have  been  alluding 
to  was  of  a  diffisrent  nattire.  I  will  tell  you  of 
it,  if  you  think  you  will  have  patience  to  hear 
me  out"  * 

"  I  feel  obliged  to  you.  Sir,"  Miss  Melrose 
answered,  with  a  fiiint  smile,  ^'  for  I  feel  myself 
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eneouraged  and  more  likely  to  improve^  when  I 
find  the  nerres  of  otheis  have  reoeiyed  a  shock 
upon  as  little  real  foundation  as  my  own." 

"  Oh  I  no,"  said  Mr.  Barker,  '^you  quite  mis- 
understand me ;  there  was  foundation,  and  the 
occurrence  was  sorrowful,  as  you  shall  hear. 

^'  One  nighty  while  on  my  return  home  from 
my  last  voyage  in  this  ship,  the  wind  began 
gradually  to  get  up  about  ten  o'clock ;  we  did 
not  think  much  of  that,  but  merely,  as  is  usual 
under  similar  circumstances,  prepared  our  ship 
lio  meet  whatever  dirty  weather  might  assail  us. 
About  one  in  the  morning  I  was  suddenly  called 
upon  deck  by  the  ship  being  taken  aback.  I 
believe  you  understand  the  sea  term.  Miss 
Melrose  ?" 

*^  Yes,"  the  young  lady  replied ;  "  I  thank  you 
and  Captain  Underwood  for  being  so  kind  as  to 
instruct  me.    I  think  I  know  them  nearly  all." 

"  Well,  then,"  continued  Mr.  Barker,  "  the 
ship  was  in  that  situation  when  it  became  neces- 
sary to  wear  roi:g:id  on  the  opposite  tacL    While 

g2 
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performing  this  evolution,  something  became 
adrift,  or  loose  I  had  better  say,  in  the  mizen- 
top ;  two  lads  were  sent  ijp  to  secure  it ;  just  as 
the  aftei^yards  were  being  braced  round,  I 
thought  I  heard  a  noise  like  something  which 
struck  the  quarter-boat  The  sound  was  doubt* 
ful,  and  the  night  being  yeiy  dark,  nothing  was 
easily  to  be  seen:  shortly  afterwards,  one  of  the 
lads,  named  Brown,  came  down  the  mizen-rig- 
ging,  and  ran  oying  to  me,  exclaiming,  ^  Oh, 
Sir,  Sir,  have  you  seen  Bill  Warren? ' — this  Bill 
Warren  was  the  lad  who  had  gone  aloft 
with  Brown.  *  Bill  Warren!*  I  answered^ 
^  no>  you  fool ;  where  should  I  have  seen  him  T 
'  Oh !  I  don't  know.  Sir,'  said  the  afirighted  lad, 
*but  as  I  was  securing  the  royal-yard  which 
had  come  adrift,  he  was  standing  in  the  fore- 
part of  the  top ;  and  when  the  mizentpp-sail- 
yard  was  braced  round,  I  looked  for  him  and  he 
was  gone.  I  don't  think  he  could  have  come 
down  the  rigging  or  he  would  have  spoken  to 
me  first.'  # 
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'*  I  became  alarmed,  so  sent  the  ship's  cor- 
poral to  search  below,  and  look  into  his  ham- 
mock, and  caused  the  boatswain's  mates  to  pass 
the  word  fore  and  aft  the  decks  for  Bill  Warren, 
There  was  no  reply,  the  poor  fellow  was  not  to 
be  found.  The  ship's  crew  were  much  affected 
by  the  manner  in  which  the  missing  lad  had 
no  doubt  lost  his  life ;  it  created  a  feeling  of 
great  distress  among  them.  Had  he  been 
dmwned  while  his  messmates  were  endeavour- 
ing to  save  him, — ^had  his  skull  been  cracked 
by  a  fEkll  from  aloft,  or  by  any  known  accident, 
why,  it  is  nothing  when  you  are  used  to  it,  so 
no  one  would  have  cared ;  but  for  a  poor  fellow 
to  lose  his  life,  no  one  knowing  how,  the  seamen 
are  not  prepared  to  take  it  so  easily :  this,  as  I 
said  before,  created  a  sensation  in  the  ship. 

**  On  the  morning  that  we  arrived  in  port,  I 
was  standing  on  the  gangway,  attending  to  some 
trivial  duty,  when  a  boat  came  alongside,  and  a 
young  fellow  stepped  on  our  deck.  I  stared  at 
him  with  both  horror  and  astonishment     The 
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people  who  were  near  me  took  to  their  heels^ 
and  ran  away  as  &r  as  the  limits  of  the  ship 
would  permit,  one  took  the  shortest  cut  down 
the  main  hatchway  without  ever  thinking  of  the 
ladder.  The  intruder  appeared  somewhat  as^ 
tonished  himself,  at  having  made  so  complete  a 
clearance  by  his  presence.  I  confess  it  was  wilb 
some  difficulty  I  could  so  &r  recover  the  shoek 
I  had  sustained  to  be  enabled  to  call  out  ^  In 
the  name  of  God,  my  man,  what  is  your  name?' 

«  *  Warren,  Sir,'  answered  the  young  man, 
at  the  same  time  touching  his  hat 

**  *  William  Warren  ? '  inquired  L 

"  *  No,  Sir,'  replied  he,  *  my  name  is  James 
Warren,  and  I  am  come  on  board  to  see  my 
brother  William.' 

**  'Twins,  thei^'  I  somewhat  sharply  said. 

^' '  Yes,  Sir,  we  were  both  bom  on  the  same 
day.' 

''  Sincerely  did  I  feel  for  the  situation  this 
poor  fellow  was  placed  in;  so  I  called  the 
master-at-arms  and  whispered  to  him  to  tak$ 


► 


THS  INDIAMAK.  127 

the  lad  below^  and  break  the  melancholy  news 
to  him  in  the  best  manner  he  could.  I  ought 
to  remark  that  there  was  no  fear  of  his  being 
disturbed  in  doing  this^  for  not  one  of  our 
sailors  would  approach  him  i  and  no  one  would 
believe^  even  after  he  had  quitted  the  ship,  but 
that  it  was  the  ghost,  or  fetch,  of  their  drowned 
shipmate.'' 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

"**  III  be  at  charges  for  a  looking  glass ; 
And  entertain  a  score  or  two  of  tailors. 
To  study  fashions  to  adorn  my  body ; 
'Since  I  have  crept  in  favour  with  myself, 
I  will  maintain  it  with  some  little  cost." 

RlCHAlU)  IIL 

Mb.  Swallowtail  had  been  by  no  means  satis- 
fied  with  the  result  of  the  visit  Miss  Mehose 
had  made  to  the  lower  deck  of  the  William  Tell, 
nor  at  the  abrupt  manner  in  which  that  visit 
was  terminated,  by  the  sudden  announcement 
that  a  strange  sail  was  in  sight,  and  the  conse- 
quent order  given  for  the  letter-bag  being  open 
for  communication  with  England ;  and  although 
he  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  writing 
to  his  wife,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  and 


he  would  dso  have  embraced  bis  wife  had  she 
been  on  the  ^pot  to  have  reminded  him  of  the 
opporttmity.;  yet  absence,  as  we  all  know, 
weakens  even  the  susceptibility  of  lovers,  and 
years  which  had  rolled  away  added  their  share 
to  stifle  the  calls  of  Cupid  in  the  breast  of  the 
jolly  boatswain,  who  by  degrees  had  so  &r  fallen 
off  in  his  admiration  of  ^he  ladies,  tfiiat  his  ship 
occupied  his  foremost  thoughts,  and  the  wife 
became  a  subject  to  ruminate  upon  sifter  the 
duties  of  the  day  were  over,  and  the  grog-bottle 
had  become  at  low- water  mark. 

The  store-room  was  the  place  to  which  Mr. 
Swallowtail  wished  to  entice  his  fair  guest.  He 
had  fitted  up  a  ladder  for  her  descent  with  a 
t^te  that  almost  baffles  description.  This  ladder 
was  about  five  feet  six  inches  in  length,  and  two 
feet  and  a  half  in  width;  it  stood  exactly  in  the 
centre  of  a  hatchway  six  feet  wide ;  on  the  comb- 
ings of  this  hatchway,  on  each  side  of  the  lad^ 
der^  he  had  placed  figinres,  designed  and  exe- 
cuted   by   himselj^  which  were    intended    to 

>Gt  3 
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represent  Cupid  and  Hymen,  and  they  were  b6 
ftflhioned  as  to  be  portraits  of  the  Captain  and 
Miss  Mekose.  Above,  and  along  the  beam 
overhead,  were  six  variegated  lamps,  slung  upon 
a  twine  which  had  been  used  for  above  twenty 
years  on  three  annuial  occasions — ^namely,  his 
own  birtb-day,  that  of  his  wife,  and  of  his 
mi^sty.  There  used  to  be  one  other  occasion, 
and  that  was  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  <)f 
Copenhagen  (not  Nelson's),  at  which  Mr.  Swat* 
lowtail  had  been  present ;  but  he  had  declined 
illuminating  for  some  years,  because  he  had 
changed  his  ideas  in  politics,  aind  was  ^'  jig- 
gered"*  (a  favourite  oath  of  Mr*  S.'s)  if  he  felt 
his  conscience  clear  in  the  matter,  although  he 
assisted  to  convey  the  '^  goose-stamed  warmint^ 
to  an  English  port 

Affairs  being  nicely  arranged,  Mr.  Swallow- 
tail's  before-mentioned  young  gentleman  un- 
folded the  before*mentioned  long-tailed  coat, 
then,  mounting  on  a  locker,  he  threw  it  over 
the  shoulders  of  Mr.  Swallowtail*  The  coat  was 
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shipped^  aud  the  boy  an  the  instaat  out  of  s^ht^ 
to  escape  the  ebullition  of  vanity  which  the  taib 
of  that  garment  always  brought  forth. 

«  Now,"  quoth  Mr,  Swallowtail  *'  I  feel  the 
situation  I^  hold  in  this  hare  ship.  Am  I-^-pto !  I 
am  no  Jack-nasty-faced  forecastlemaust^ut  a  real 
downrighty  no»  I  mean  an  upright,  officer  and  a 
guarantee  for  a  gentleman,  him  as  has  a  wamml^ 
which  is  a  pension  for  the  old  woman ;  mad  there 
is  no  gentleman's  wife  but  ought  to  have  some 
independent  property !" 

Mr.  Swallowtail's  vanity  began  „  to  o'ermaslex 
his  better  feeling.  Finding  his  back  well  covered, 
hia  ambition  mounted  towards  his  head;  his 
hair  was  growing  giey,  while  he  was  growing 
sunbitious.  To  be  boatswain  of  a  ship  of  twelve 
hundred  tons  burthen  is  not  so  good  a  berth  as 
that  of  a  secretary  of  state  in  Downing-^treet, 
with  nothing  to  do  but  pick  your  teeth  and  pre* 
tend  to  read  the  newspaper;  but  for  all  that,  the 
boatswain's  berth  is  not  a  bad  one  after  all.  Mr« 
Swallowtail  was  quite  aware  of  this,  and  siuqe 
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he  had  foitune  buckled  <m  his  back,  he  placed 
hk  hands  in  his  pockets,  hitched  up  hia 
tro^TserSy  turned  tthe  huge  quid  lound  in  hia 
dieek,  squirted  the  fiauseous  consequence  on  to 
a  sparetn^ab  that  lay  accidentally  in  the  -way^ 
and  continued  thus: — 

**  I  want  to  know — ^yes,  d — ^n  my  eyes  J  I  do 
want  to  know,  why  a  boatswain,— ^a  warrant 
officer,  that  is, — ^should  not  have  a  cocked  hat^?-*^ 
Eh  r  he  exclaimed,  as  if  in  doubt  of  being  quite 
correct  in .  his  reasoning,  *'  but  where's  the 
harm  ? — ^yes,  it  is  good  in  many  things.  Jdercy 
on  us  I  a  cocked  hat  I  My  wig  and  featheis,  what 
a  ^o  ]  -Suppose  the  wind  at  north— why,  k's 
only  shippng  it  north-west  by  north,  if  I  stand 
on  the  starboard  tack,  or  wice  werse  4^ould  I 
stand  on  the  other,  and  aU  wiU  be  ri^t^md 
shipshape  r  The  firat  difficulty  got  over,  Mr. 
Swallowtail  considered,  and  then  -said;^^  Quite 
as  easy,  too,  to  Aove  it  down  over  one's  nose 
when  the  wind  is  dead  in  one's  teeth  I  But," 
added  he,  while  his  countenance  was  a  rainbow 
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of  smiles  and  good-humour,  ^  gloiious  fen,  in- 
deed, when  going  before  it  braced  all  square^ 
stunHsails  alow  and  aloft,  and  a  running  sea  aft* 
It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  importance  that  I 
have  a -cocked  hat!  I  wonder  bow  I  can  have 
existed  so  long  without  a  cocked  hat  I  Yes,  I 
begin  to  feel  that  a  cock«d  hat  is  ceirtainly  a 
part  of  my  existence  I  But  what  will  Dick 
Squall,  my  chief  mate,  i^y  I  Why,  what  dare 
he  Say  t  If  I  once  ship  the  cocked  hat  FU  knock 
Dick  down  the  hatchway,  and  start  the  whole 
ship's  company,  fore  and  aft,  to  let  them  see 

who  the I  ami  Having  lashed  himself  into 

this  feeling  of  effervescence,  and  roused  his  dig- 
nity, Mr.  SwaIlowt»l  gradually  calmed  down, 
considered  vanity  beneath  him,  so  whistled  it 
off,  and  once  more  thought  of  Miss  Mehrose, 
without  the  cocked  hat 

The  young  lady,  true  to  her  appointment 
now  made  her  appearance,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Barker  and  the  suigeon.     To  the  chief 
officer  Mr.  Swallowtail  could  have  no  personal 
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objection,  because  he  was  a  good  seaman  and 
the  executive  officer  of  the  ship,  but  with  the 
doctor  the  afEeur  was  totally  different  The 
rough  features  of  the  boatswain  became  twisted 
like  the  cables  of  a  ship  when  she  has  a  foul 
hawse  with  three  tarns  in  it,  and  he  placed  him- 
self in  a  position  which  seemed  to  present  a 
barrier  beyond  which  the  surgeon  was  not  to  be 
allowed  to  pass.  Mr.  Barker  observed  this,  and 
took  Mr.  Swallowtail  a^ide  under  the  pretence 
of  saying  something  about  the  duty  of  the  ship, 
and  then  mildly  asked  the  angry  tar  why  be 
appeared  so  vexed. 

*^  Can't  help  it.  Sir,  whenever  I  come  athwart 
that  chap ;   Sir,  he  is  a  hard-hearted  brute !" 

^^  A  brute  ?  Mr.  Swallowtail ;  that  is  a  hard 
.word.  Sir.  I  am  sure  I  have  always  observed 
the  conduct  of  our  doctor,  Mr.  Drench,  to  be 
that  of  not  only  an  officer  and  a  gentleman, 
but  likewise  of  a  polished  member  of  society." 

"  Very  lil^ely,"  answered  the  boatswain  i"  I 
knows  nothing  about  his  polish,  but  I  knows  he 
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has  a  very  odd  way  of  making  his  pills  keep  on 
people's  stomachs,  nasty  as  they  are." 

Ha  I  indeed,"  replied  Mr.  Barker,  laughing ; 
how  does  he  manage  that  ?  pray  tell  me." 
Why,  Sir,"  answered  the  boatswain,  **  folks 
say  as  how  he  rolls  up  a  small  fish-hook  in  every 
pill  he  makes,  and  no  wonder  it  sticks  to  the 
stomach  of  his  patient  if  that's  the  case,  and  I 

believe  it  is,  therefore  I  can't  abide  him." 

» 

**  I  think  I  can  undertake  to  remove  this  pre- 
judice on  your  part,''  answered  Mr.  Barker; 
^'  but  for  the  present,  Mr.  Swallowtail,  as  Miss 
Melrose  is  to  be  your  guest,  I  think  we  had 
better  drop  the  subject.  Mr.  Drench,  I  am  cer- 
tain, has  no  intention  whatever  to  practise  upon 
any  of  us  just  now,  and  if  any  sudden  impulse 
should  come  over  him,  we  shall  be  upon  our 
guard,  and  also  too  many  for  him." 

This  difficulty  being  removed,  an  entrance 
was  obtamed  to  the  boatswain's  store-room,  and 
in  very  nice  order  it  was  found  to  be.  The 
various  articles,  such  as  coils  of  rope,  pieces  of 
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caavasy  tallow^  fearnought,  Jiidesy  bnmiahed- 
ttXes,  spare  compasseSy  seveial  catcho'nine^tailsy' 
and  other  boatswain's  stores,  were  fimtaatically 
arranged,  and  so  packed  as  to  occupy  a  renBok^. 
ably  small  quantity  of  room,  when  the  extent  of 
the  goods  came  under  consideration ;  the  smaft 
pnopiMTtion  of  flooring  (or  deck)  which  was  iri« 
aible  was  so  white  and  clean,  that  an  epienze 
might  have  had  his  dinner  placed  on  it  witiiout . 
«  doth,  and  ought  to  liave  been  satisfied* 

There  vfss  no  want  of  ornament,  either,  to- 
set  off  the  whole.  A  stuffed  dolphin  was  tiiced 
4ip  between  the  beams,  the  skeleton  >of  a  small 
monkey  grinned  through  a  glass  case,  whilst  the 
dead,  preserved  remains  of  a  huge  boa  coa^ 
strictor  was  coiled  round  in  many  folds,  a  false 
tongue,  hissing  hot  (arranged  by  Mr.  4Swailow> 
tail),  and  a  psiir  of  buge  glass  eyes,  which,  by  the 
ivay,  served  as  a  couple  of  lanterns,  assisted  to 
heighten  the  interest  of  the  exhibition. 

At  the  end  of  the  store-room,  forward,  Mr. 
Swallowtail  had,  acceding  to  everlasting  custom 
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upon  state  Tisits^  provided  a  cold  ^soUadoOy  of 
\pbuch  he  iirrited  his  guests  to  partaiue,  as  iboob 
as  he  had  exhibited  his  wonders  to  their  yiew« 
A  small  table  had  been  formed  by  two  plaaka 
placed  upon  tressels,  which  was  oorered  with  a 
doth  of  clean,  coarse,  unbleached  canva^ 
ndiich  being  new,  emitted  a  strong  scent  of  the 
tar  which  had  beenjmbbed  on  the  stitches,  more 
{Aeafflng  to  the  olfiictoiy  nerves  of  himself  than 
those  of  his  female  goest  The  boatswain  had 
for  his  collation  a  guinea  bird,  cold,  which  his 
want  of  skill  in  gastronomy  had  caused  him  to 
boil  infitoid  of  roast,  consequently  it  had  turned 
almost  black,  not  unlike  his  own  clean  cbick 
trowseis  when  they  came  home  fix>m  the  wash. 
His  biscuits  would  have  been  better  had  the 
maggots  been  fewer,  and  not  trawled  over  them 
quite  so  much,  and  his  punch  the  more  refresh- 
ing had  it  not  been  concocted  with  bad  lime 
juice  and  coarse  brown  sugar,  the  suffocated  flies 
from  which  were  floating  on  the  surfiice,  in  imi- 
tation of  fragrant  spice,  without  the  flavour.  But 
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what  of  that?    Mr.  Swallowtail  though  the  had 

done  the  thm^  and  if  he^hadhadbut  the  cocked 

hat  his  satis&ction  would  have  been  complete. 

The  foul  air  of  the  store-room  did  not  permit 

Miss  Melrose  to  remain  very  long  below;  there- 

fore,  after  two  or  three  admonitory  coughs,  and 

civilly  declining  the   old  sailor's  effort  at  hos* 

pitality,  she  requested  Mr.  Barker   would  be 

kind  enough  to  escort  her  to  her  cabin.     "Mi. 

Swallowtail  bowed  her  up  all  the  ladders  imtil 

she  reached   the  quarterdeck,  then   took  his 

leave>  with   the    observation  made  unto  and 

within  himself  ^  that  if  he  could  but  have 

sported  the  cocked  hat,  the  young  lady  would 

undoubtedly  have  stayed  to  lunch  f*  so  he  form* 

ally  came  to-  the  resolution  that  no  part  of  his 

outward  man  should  be  shabbily  unfurnished  for 

the  future. 

Miss  Melrose,  on  her  part,  thinking  little  of 
Mr.  Swallowtail  or  his  stuffed  monsters, — among 
which  she  was  more  than  half  inclined  to  in- 
clude himself, — requested  Mr.  Barker  to  favour 
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her  with  his  story  that  evening,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Captain  had  been  kind  enoogfa 
to  relate  hi& 

*'  Mine,"  replied  Mr.  Barker,  "  is  devoid  of 
interest;  but  I  would  rather  be  tedious  than 
diurlish,  so  I  shall  comply." 


140  TBK  IHDIAMAN. 


CHAPTER  X, 


"  Without  ^dispute,  she  is  a  fine  woman  1 
To  her  I  was  obliged  for  my  education." 

Gay. 

Mh.  Babker  complied  thus :  —  I  am  the 
younger  son  of  a  younger  lH*other,  and  having 
stated  that  fact,  it  needs  no  comment  beyond* 
My  Other's  house  could  not  for  any  length  of 
time  remain  a  home  to  me ;  circumitances  re- 
quired that  I  must  leave  it  fit  an  early  age  to 
seek  my  fortune^  nay,  my  daily  bread.  I  re- 
member v^ell  v^hen  I  had  a  mother,  whose  sole 
anxiety  was  for  our  welfiire ;  then  no  such 
thing  as  a  family  feud  or  even  a  misunder- 
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Standing  for  a  moment  was  siifiPered  to  cloy 
our  happiness.  Time  shewed  us  our  error  in 
supposing  all  this  was  to  continue.  My  fiither 
lost  some  money  by  some  short-sighted  specula* 
tions ;  this  soured  his  temper ;  he  became  mo^ 
rose ;  and  yet  there  was  no  absolute  cause  for 

■ 

such  a  change  in  his  disposition^  as  the  income 

he  still  enjoyed  was  more  than  enough  for  all 

our  wants  and  even  our  wishes;  for  all  this, 

his  unkinS  conduct  towards  his  family  had  a 

visible  effect  on  the  health  of  his  wife ;  unable 
to  bear  up  against  it,  she  gradually  sank,  and  in 

ar  few  months  died.  The  grief  of  my  father  was 
beyond  all  bounds  when  it  became  too  late. 
He  must  have  felt  that  if  he  had  not  prema* 
iurely  paved  the  way,  he  by  no  means  had 
retarded  her  departure  from  this  world.  Two 
or  three  years  were  passed  in  change  of  scene 
on  his  part,  and  even  dissipation  was  resorted 
to  that  the  past  might  be  forgotten, — yet  no— 
the  mind  clung  to  melancholy  with  a  tenacity 
which  no  bodily  exertion  could  shake  o£     This^ 
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Slate  of  things  continaed  under  most  unpromis- 
ing circumstances  indeed,  for  the  children  were 
compelled  to  reside  in  their  Other's  house^  and 
their  situation  met  with  no  amenity  frrai  the 
constant  visits  of  an  amorous,  old,  designing 
spinster,  who  under  some  special  pretence  had 
introduced  herself  aj  more,  by  George,  esta- 
blished herself  somehow  or  other  in  the  house. 
The  wary  old  creature  warmed  the  heart  of  my 
unfortunate,  too  confiding  fiither,  by  bringing 
him  every  little  thing  she  &ncied  he  would 
like,  and  even  encouraged  him  so  £ur  as  to  re- 
plenish his  pipe  fix)m  time  to  time  (for  English 
gentlemen  did  smoke  at  the  time  I  am  speaking 
of),  undergoing  the  gradual  sickness  occasioned 
by  the  effluvia  with  seeming  pleasure  until  she 
fiiinted,  or  pretended  to  do  so.     The  neckcloth 
of  the  old  gentleman  was  daily  tied,  and  so  were 
his  shoes ;  his  bed  was  warmed,  and  so  was  he ; 
in  &ct,  this  female  boa  constrictor  fixed  her 
eyes  upon  her  prey,  and  in  due  time,  as  there 
was  no  escape,  they  were  married* 
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ThiB  day  of  marrie^e  was  indeed  a  day  of 
moimiing.     The  alteration  in  my  fathdi^s  esta- 
blishment was  as  speedy  as  it  was  decisive.     No 
one^  however,  could  say  there  was  a  screw  loose 
in  the  fiunily,  when  everything  was  bound  down 
as  tightly  as  possible  by  the  greatest  screw  in 
existence.     My  father  being  pampered,  and  at 
other  times  aggravated  by  this  vixen,  was  urged 
to  drink.     I  fear  he  was  often  (to  use  a  vulgar 
phrase)  hocussed,  by  which  he  in  time  sank  to 
the  degrading  state  of  a  miserable  idiot,  and 
the  sole  management  of  his  concerns  devolved 
upon  our  mother-in-law.     Things  could  not 
last  long  thus.     I  was  sixteen  years  of  age — ^it 
was  my  birth-day.     My  father  seemed  to  have 
a  dawn  of  reason  on  this  day ;  in  fact,  a  lucid 
intervaL     I  was  sitting  near  him;  my  two  sis- 
ters  were   looking  anxiously  in  his. face  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  as  if  endeavouring  to  trace 
one  look  of  his  former  kindness.     The  old  man 
seemed  subdued  by  their  feeling  of  affection— < 
a  sudden  impulse  came  over  him.    >'  My  chil- 
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Aretk/'  said  he,  •*  I  have  neglected  you,  I  have 
wronged'  yon.  Come  to  my  arms,  and,  if  yotl 
can,  forgive  me."  We  rushed  towards  him  si- 
mdtaoeonsly.  He  placed  his  right  arm  rouhd 
my  neck ;  hi»  scalding  tears  were  flowing  dowti 
my  dieek^  my  sisters  knelt  at  his  fbet  praying 
for  the  restoration  of  his  health  and  their  coti* 
tfeqnetit  happiness,  and  all  seemed  harmony  and 
peace,  when  who  should  enter  but  our  mother*, 
in-law.  After  a  shrill  cry  of  '*  Children^  would 
you  suffocate  your  poor  father  ?"  she  prostrated 
my  little  sisters  on  the  floor  by  a  kick ;  th^ii 
taking  me  by  the  ear,  she  disengaged  me  from  my 
fether^s  embrace,  and  slapped  me  on  my  &ee. 
Maddened  by  this  gross  and  unprovoked  insult, 
forgetful  of  her  sex  and  her  near  connexion  t6 
my  father,  I  struek  her  a  straightforward  blow, 
which  took  effect  on  her  throat — she  fell  on  the 
floor,  and  I  left  the  house  immediately,  without 
waiting  to  say  good  bye  to  a  soul,  or  even  to 
avail  myself  of  a  change  of  linen. 
This  was  forsooth  a  very  bad  beginning  in 
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the  v^y  of  seeking  my  fortune.  I  had  calcu- 
lated on  being  turned  out  from  home  some  day, 
but  certainly  did  not  look  for  anything  ao  very 
precipitate,  and  what  was  worse,  it  was  by  an  act 
which  I  could  not  justify  to  myself — the  only 
palliation  being  the  outrageous  provocation,  and 
that  I  was  as  yet  a  boy.  What  was  to  be  done  ? 
Pride  would  not  suffer  me  to  return,  even  with 
th^  slender  chance  of  readmittance,  and  I  had 
no  means  to  proceed,  and  no  settled  place  to  go 
to.  On  that  night  I  wandered  about  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  had  the  felicity  of  enjoying 
my  nap  under  the  lee  side  of  a  haystack — that 
was  of  little  consequence  as  I  was  young  and 
healthy.  I  had  read  Smollett's  '^  Roderick 
Random,''  and  remembered  old  Lieutenant 
Bowling's  song  about  a  light  heart  &c  carrying 
a  man  well  through  the  world.  I  arose  with 
the  sun,  and  shook  myself  from  head  to  foot. 
I  pushed  myself  through  a  gap  in  the  hedge  of 
the  field  in  which  I  had  passed  the  night,  and 
the  first  object  that  met  my  eyes  was  a  man 

VOL.  II.  H 
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called  Abraham — ^not  he  of  the  Jewish  persua-^ 
sion  of  c^d,  but  one  of  my  fstther's  former  ser- 
vaatS)  and  a  greater  rascal  could  not  have  been 
conjured  up  for  the  arrangement  of  any  diffi- 
culty in  business  to  his  own  advantage.  I  could 
not  help  (Lord  help  my  innocence)  letting  him 
know  how  matters  had  passed  in  my  father's 
house  to  the  very  letter,  when  he  coolly  replied, 
^'  Well,  Master  James,  what  do  you  mean  to 

do  ?"  I  could  only  tell  the  truth,  which  was, 
that  I  had  not  the  most  remote  idea.     "  Will 

you  trust  me  ?"  asked  the  vagabond.  I  had  no 
resource,  therefore  I  did,  or  at  least  I  did  not 
say  I  would  not,  so  quietly  acquiesced.  "  Then 
just  you  wait  and  meet  me  in  the  two*acre 
meadow  under  the  large  oak  tree  on  the  left  of 
the  lane,  and  open  your  mouth  and  shut  your 
eyes,  and  see  what  will  be  sent  to  you  when  I 
come."  He  then  left  me,  and  I  kept  my  ap- 
pointment at  the  place,  where  I  waited  until 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  which  time  I 
heard  a  footstep.     My  heart  felt  cold,  and  a 
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Strong  inclination  to  run  away  crept  all  oyer 
me.  I  fimded  there  must  be  mischief;  yet 
where  was  I  to  go?  I  had  not  a  penny,  and 
my  whole  reliance  was  upon  the  brute  of  a 
clown,  who  by  a  promise  of  something  on  which 
no  reliance  could  be  placed,  had  kept  me  wait- 
ing so  many  hours.  I  shuddered  and  remained. 
At  length  he  came.  Under  his  smock  fix>ck  he 
had  a  box  of  matches,  with  which  he  speedily 
lighted  a  taper,  which  he  enclosed  in  a  small 
dark  lantern.  He  then  took  hold  of  my  arm 
and  conducted  me  to  the  unenviable  place  on 
a  bank  of  a  most  particularly  moist  ditch,  and 
there  he  desired  me  to  be  seated.  He  sat  down 
beside  me;  but  I  cannot  help  remarking  the 

indifference  of  the  fellow,  who  never  once  took 
into  his  consideration  that  his  seat  was  well 
enveloped  in  "  cwderoyz^  while  mine  happened 
to  be  in  ducks,  which,  when  they  are  birds,  rejoice 
in  the  wet,  but  when  they  are  trowsers,  will  per- 
chance avoid  it  The  man— his  name  was  Abra- 

h2 
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ham  Hingrate,  then  took  from  his  bosom  a  red 
morocco  case  and  a  silk  purse,  which,  as  he 
soon  convinced  me,  contained  bank  notes.  This 
disclosure  told  me  nothing  excepting  the  hope 
of  receiving  a  proportion  of  them ;  but  when  he 
opened  the  morocco  case,  I  at  once  espied  some 
of  the  jewels  and  trinkets  which  had  been  worn 
by  my  poor  deceased  mother  when  she  was  in 
health  and  happiness.  My  suspicions  were 
roused,  and  I  hastily  asked  him,  ^'  How  did 
you  get  possession  of  these  ?"  The  fellow  coolly 
answered,  "  I  got  'em  from  the  very  person 
who  injured  you.  Why  do  you  stare  so,  boy  ? 
I  got  'em  out  of  the  drawer  in  the  dressing-room 
of  your  confounded  old  mother-in-law,  who  has 
caused  the  county  to  be  scoured  in  search  oft 
you.  Why,  my  young  gentleman,  there  are 
two  of  the  officers  of  Mr.  Justice  Catchemou 
in  the  house,  and  a  warrant  is  out  for  your  ap- 
prehension, cut  and  dried,  and  signed  likewise 
— the  warrant  is  for  manslaughter,  because  they 
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say  you  have  killed  your  mother->in-Iaw,  worse 
luck  that  you  have  not^  for  I  heard  her  voice 
scolding  below  while  I  was  on  business  to-night 
up  stairs.     Come,  you  have  no  time  to  lose — " 

"  Why,  you  confounded  thief,"  replied  I, 
'*  what  do  you  dare  propose  to  me?" 

"  Simply  this,"  replied  the  ruffian.  "  You 
take  the  notes,  and  I  will  keep  the  jewels — 
they  will  never  be  traced,  but  the  notes  may — 
you  want  to  be  off — I  want  to  stay*  Should 
the  notes  be  traced,  the  robbery  will  be  fixed 
upon  you — you  cannot  get  away  without  money, 
so  must  use  them ;  here,  help  yourself."  With 
this  speech,  Abraham  Hingrate  thrust  the 
notes  into  my  jacket  pocket  I  endeavoured 
to  release  myself  from  his  grasp  aiKl  throw  them 
from  me,  but  he  was  too  strong;  he  pinioned 
my  arms  down,  and  said  in  a  cool,  determined 
voice,  "  I'll  tell  you  what,  my  lad,  if  you  hesi- 
tate one  minute  longer,  I  will  carry  you  back 
as  the  party  guilty  of  the  robbery,  and  place 
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yoo  ODoe  more  in  the  dntdies  of  joar  motlier* 
in-kww  Ton  know,  it  is  no  go  on  jonr  part — 
you  will  be  cnminitted  if  I  am  witness  against 
you,  so  you  must  be  off." 

I  thought  the  advice  was  not  to  be  ne^ccted, 
so  ran  away  towards  the  lane.  Abraham  Hin- 
grate  laughed  the  lan^  of  a  demon,  and  made 
off  in  the  oppoaite  direction. 

I  met  a  sti^  coach  on  the  hi^  road^  whidi 
carried  me  to  BiistoL  The  atj  is  certainly 
large  and  dull  enough  finr  a  man^  not  to  say  a 
boy,  to  hide  in ;  but  there  ia  one  thing  few  can 
manage  to  hide,  and  that  is,  their  conscience* 
I  had  com  in  my  pocket,  but  could  not  consider 
it  as  my  own  after  the  manner  in  which  it  bad 
been  obtained.  Delay  was  dangerous ;  so  after 
sewing  the  notes  in  the  inside  of  my  jacket, 
my  resolution  was  speedily  taken,  and  the  more 
readily,  because  Abraham  Hingrate  might  mix 
me  up  with  him  on  oath  should  he  be  appre- 
hended on  suspicion  of  some  previous  burj^ary. 
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This  was  too  probable.  I  became  frightened, 
and  shipped  myself  as  a  lad  who  wanted  to 
go  to  sea  (I  didn't)  and  make  his  way  in  the 
world. 

A  few  days  after  this,  as  some  of  my  shipmates 
were  drinking  in  a  low  public  house,  and  I  was 
with  them,  a  newspaper  came  by  chance  to  my 
view.  A  paragraph  appeared  in  the  last  page 
of  it  headed  Bow  Street ;  it  stated  that  Towns- 
hend  and  Ledbetter,  two  of  the  most  active 
officers  of  the  establishment,  had  be6n  for  some 
days  in  search  of  a  noted  bui^lar.  They  had 
succeeded  in  capturing  and  lodging  in  Newgate 
a  man  named  Abraham  Hingrate,  supposed  to 
be  guilty  of  many  offences.  While  reading 
this  paragraph  I  felt  a  cold  perspiration  com^ 
over  me.  I  was  in  imminent  danger.  I  lost 
no  time  in  getting  on  board  my  ship,  and  con«^ 
cealed  myself  as  far  as  I  could.  I  dared  venture 
on  shore  no  more.  I  knew  no  one  in  the 
populous  city,  but  I  fancied  every  eye  would 
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be  upon  me.  I  was  a  criminal  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  and  dared  not  shew  my  face ;  in  fact, 
I  never  thought  I  was  safe  until  the  vessel  was 
not  only  clear  of  the  St  George's  channel,  but 
out  of  soundings,  bravely  breasting  the  broad 
Atlantic. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


Arise  the  burden  of  my  song, 
This  day  a  stag  must  die. 

Old  Song. 


^'  Soon  I  was  on  the  high  seas,  out  of  sight  of 
land,  and  I  was  going  where, — aye,  where  ?  I 
had  never  thought  of  that  until  now,  but  it  was 
evidently  to  the  westward.  We  had  got  away 
about  a  hundred  miles  from  Cape  Clear  when 
the  ship  was  overtaken  by  a  violent  adverse 
gale  of  wind,  which  compelled  us  to  lay  to  for 
four  days,  and  afterwards  to  bear  up  and  run 
for  the  nearest  port  we  could  make.  With 
difficulty  and  risk  the  ship  was  brought  to  an 

H  3 
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anchor  in  the  Kenmare  river>  where  we  had  the 
satis&ction  of  riding  as  quietly  and  smoothly 
as  if  we  had  been  in  the  river  Thames*  A 
hooker  (a  boat  so  called)  came  alongside^  and 
after  exchanging  as  many  potatoes  as  they  could 
afford  for  old  coats>  dried  peas,  worn-out  boots, 
and  vile  tobacco,  the  people  gave  the  Captain 
the  information  that  the  nobleman  to  whom 
the  property  belonged  intended  to  regale  his 
friends  then  on  a  visit  to  him  with  a  stag  hunt 
on  the  lakes  of  Eallamey. 

'*  Bravo !"  exclaimed  the  Captain^  '<  there  will 
be  some  fim  while  the  gale  lasts.  Now,  Paddy, 
will  you  be  sure  and  have  some  horses  at 
Kenmare  the  day  after  to-4norrow,  at  daty 
break? — we  don't  mind  forking  out  two  ten- 
pennies  a  side  for  the  cattle  as  long  as  we  use 
them." 

**  And  is  it  at  daybreak  you  want  the  ani- 
mals ?"  inquired  Phelim  O^Carrol,  who  was 
skipper  of  the  hooker. 


if 
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"  Why,  yes,  I  told  you  so,**  answered  the 

"  Couhl  you  not  make  it  a  trifle  later?"  m^ 
quired  Phelim. 

Out  of  the  question^"  returned  the  Captain. 

Why  you  are  aware,  Phelim,  the  distance  is 
thirteen  Irish  miles,  and  they  are  no  joke  over 
your  precious  hills;  the  worst  bit  of  road  in  all 
the  world,  and  you  know  it,  you  bad  sample  of 
Paddyism.  Til  tell  you  what,  my  friend,,  it 
would  beat  your  impudence,  or  even  that  of  the 
biggest  blackguard  of  your  eoantry,  to  dare  to 
place  a  turnpike  upon  it'* 

^^  Sure  it  was  innocent  I  was  all  the  while, 
Mr.  Captain,"  said  Phelim,  winking  his  eye  in 
a  knowing  way,  "  I  didn't  know  you  had  been 
this  way  before.  All  I  wanted  was  for  the 
animals  to  draw  turf  for  me  for  an  hour  or  two 
before  they  set  out  on  their  journey ;  but  to 
oblige  you  I'll  wait,  and  make  'em  do  it  Us  soon 
as  they  come  back." 
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The  Captain,  the  second  mate,  and  a  passen* 
ger  in  the  ship,  got  into  the  long  boat  at  ^bt 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  were  just  shoving 
off^  when  the  former  called  oot^  '^  On  deck, 
there!" 

^^  Sir  I"  answered  the  chief  mate. 

*^1  saj,  we  may  want  a  chap  to  be  boat<- 
keeper,  or  go  on  a  message,  so  hurry  that 
youngster  over  the  side,  Mr.  Surly,  will  you !" 

"Ay,  ay,  SirT  answered  the  chief  mate, 
and  on  the  instant  he  seized  me  by  the  hair, 
administered  a  kick  which  assisted  to  hoist  me 
over  the  gangway,  and  I  was  deposited  in  the 
boat  before  I  could  draw  my  breath* 

A  fresh  gale  carried  us  rapidly  up  this  fine 
river.  As  day  dawned,  the  high  land  to  the 
southward,  and  the  splendid  view  of  the  Mac- 
gellecuddie  mountains  in  the  distance,  were 
equally  delightful. 

We  landed  at  Kenmare ;  the  town  deserves 
no  notice,  but  there  was  an  inn,  and  to  it  we 
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made  our  way*  The  host  and  his  people  did 
their  best  There  were  chickens  about  the 
size  of  hedgCHsparrows ;  these  were  put  on  to 
boil,  and  we  asked,  by  way  of  soundings,  when 
supper  would  be  ready. 

A  red*haired  girl,  without  either  shoes  or 
stockings,  and  indeed  without  scarcely  any 
covering,  not  even  a  bit  of  Irish  Knen  for  her 
stout  Irish  body,  answered  the  question  in  a 
shrill  voice,  "  Parates  are  down.  Sir." 

^^What  the  devil  has  that  to  do  with  the 
supper  ?"  asked  the  Captain. 

**Aye,  what?**  loudly  repeated  the  passen- 
ger, shewing  his  teeth.  He  was  very  hungry, 
and  wore  mustachios,  and  this  happened  to 
be  the  first  sentence  I  ever  heard  him  utter. 
I  was  not  even  before  aware  he  could  speak 
English. 

"Parates  are  down.  Sir,"  was  again  the 
dc^ed  answer,  therefore  we  were  compelled  to 
be  content 

At  last  the  supper  came.    The  chickens  were 
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little,  but  good;  the  bacon  was  bigger  and  better ; 
the  loaf  was.  bigger  than  the  bacon,  but  the 
bottle  of  whiskey  was  bigger  than  them  all  put 
together. 

Tired  travellers  stand  seldom  upon  trifle^  so 
the  chickens  vanished,  the  loaf  was  unaruated^ 
the  bacon  exhausted,  and  the  bottle  of  whiskey 
had  such  a  hole  made  in  it,  that  all  the  darn- 
ing, herring-boning,  and  such  cunning  work  as 
women  are  wont  to  indulge  in  when  indu^ 
trious,  could  never  restore  it  to  its  pristine  and 
healthy  position  without  a  tremendous  replenish 
from  the  cask  or  stilL  The  parates  which  had 
been  down  were  in  due  season  brought  up,  and 
they  added,  by  their  excellence,  to  the  satisr 
faction  of  the  guests. 

Being  tired,  everybody  ordered  his  bed,  and 
made  his  way  towards  it  as  best  he  might  The 
Captain  and  second  mate  called  out  *^  Good 
night,"  and  so  did  I;  btit  the  passenger  with 
the  mustachios  merely  called  out  "  Bah !"  and 
fell  up  stairs. 
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At  daybrei^  the  promised  cattle  were  at  the 
door^  and  all  in  readinesB  for  departure  excepts 
iiig  the  passenger,  who  was  with  difficulty 
roused  from  his  sleep  and  persuaded  to  mount 
his  pony.  A  glass  of  whidcey  from  another 
bottle  (they  must  have  had  good  store)  was 
added  to  some  very  excellent  coffee,  fresh  eggs 
and  butter ;  so  with  a  good  bye  until  we  came 
back,  each  man  stuck  his  spur  into  the  side  of 
the  unfortunate  half*«tarved  beast  beneath  him, 
and  off  we  started  for  the  stag  hunt  at  Kil- 
humey. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  were  made  sensible 
of  the  difficulties  we  had  to  encounter.  Several 
times  we  were  obliged  to  dismount  and  lead  the 
jaded  cattle  through  the  intricate  passes.  On 
one  occasion  the  passenger  refused  to  quit  the 
back  of  his  pony.  The  beast  made  a  dead 
stop.  The  passenger  tried  the  effect  of  his 
spur  on  the  animal,  and  on  the  next  instant  the 
passenger  was  on  his  back,  mustachios  upper- 
most, his  head  hanging   over  a  precipice  one 
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hundred  feet  high, — his  hat  gone  whese  eVen 
a  beayer  could  not  have  conjectured,  and  where 
no  living  thing  but  a  camon  crow  would  have 
felt  inclined  to  search  for  it 

At  length  we  came  to  the  summit  of  a  qcaotOBi^ 
tain.  The  view  of  the  upper  lake  of  Killamey 
was  beautiful  llxe  sound  of  a  hundred  voices 
of  men  who  were  employed  to  surround  the 
deer  on  the  land  side  and  drive  them  towaxds 
the  soil  (the  water),  was  echoed  and  re-echoed 
from  the  hills  to  the  vialleys,  and  again  throu^ 
the  ravines,  until  it  become  one  continued  roar« 
To  this  may  be  added  the  barking  of  die 
anxious  dogs,  whilst  the  patter  of  the  water*^ 
fall  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  lake  (it  is  too 
genteel  to  make  much  noise)  assisted,  with  the 
aid  of  a  beautifiil  military  band,  to  excite  the 
expectations  of  us  travellers  to  the  uttermost 

**  Come,  d n  it,  let's  make  sail,"  said  the 

Captain,  ^'or  we  shall  lose  the  fiin.'* 

"  Ay,  ay.   Sir,"  said  the  mate,    "  all    sail. 
Sir." 
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^^  Baih  r  €aid  the  passenger,  as  he  placed  his 
pocket  handkerchief  between  himself  and  his 
apology  for  a  saddle,  which  was  &8tened  upon 
the  keen,  cimeter-like  back-bone  of  his  half* 
stanred  pony.  It  was  of  no  use  to  stop  or 
ecHuplain,  so  we  urged  our  beasts  on  towards 
&e  town  of  KiUamey,  and  arrived  there  one 
afijer  the  other,  just  as  we  came  into  the 
world. 

As  we  put  up  at  the  inn,  we  met  a  bare* 
legged  rascal  who  had  passed  us  nimbly  on  the 
vile  road,  with  the  aid  of  a  long  pole  and  much 
activity.  This  individual,  who  it  appeared  was 
factotum  to  Mr.  Phelim  O'Carrol,  the  lessor  of 
the  horse  flesh,  endeavoured  to  impress  on  us 
Uie  necessity  of  combing  the  tails  of  our  steeds 
while  they  enjoyed  their  oats.  The  Captain 
told  the  second  mate  to  look  out  after  his  Buce- 
phalus at  two  tenpennies  a  side;  the  second 
mate  answered, "  Ay  ay.  Sir !"  My  horse  had  no 
tail,  so  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it;  and  the 
passenger,  stretching  himself  on  his  stomach  on 
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the  SO&,  declined  interfering,  only  uttering  his 
usual  exclamation—- '^  Bah  T 

A  good  luncheon,  witli  dried  salmon  and 
whiskey,  restored  erery  one  to  good  humour. 
By  the  way,  there  is  one  thing  called  a  salmon, 
it  is  an  effigy  that  is  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
church  steeple  at  Killamey  as  a  weathercock, 
and  the  church  is  opposite  to  the  iioteL  He 
who  would  have  the  hardihood  to  designate 
that  as  a  dry  salmon,  must  fisuse  and  contradict 
the  waiter,  who  told  us  that  evcay  Killamey 
shower  lasted  a  week ;  this  I  thought  was  rather 
odd,  if  true,  as  there  was  not  a  single  umbrella 
shop  in  the  town. 

We  hired  our  boat  and  embarked  in  her; 
there  was  a  bu^eman  in  the  bow,  and  although, 
we  rowed  against  a  wind  which  was  blowing 
very  hardj  he  blew  harder  and  made  more 
noise.  We  underwent  the  showing  oflF  the 
different  echoes  and  other  places  of  curiosity, 
and  then  joined  the  main  body  of  boats  assem- 
bled above  and  below  the  waterfall  which  sepa- 


THS  DJDIAMAK.  163 

rates  the  upper  firom  the  lower  lake>  and  which 
picturesque  view  we  had  witnessed  on  our 
journey  firom  Eenmaie.  It  was  a  delightful 
sight;  there  might  hare  been  as  many  as  eighty 
bo^  most  of  them  oovered  with  fantastical 
awningSy  beneath  which  were  to  be  seen  all 
the  oe wty  of  the  surrounding  country ;  many 
ladies,  indeed,  came  from  Dublin,  and  mighty 
pretty  they  were  too.  My  young  heart  beat 
hard  when  one  sweet*&ced  lady  asked  me,  in 
a  dulcet  voice,  but  with  a  brogue  so  thick  you 
might  have  cut  it  with  a  knife,  to  help  her  to 
move  fix>m  her  boat  to  visit  that  of  one  of  her 
friends. 

**  Little  feUow,"  said  she,  ''it's  the  other  boat 
I  want" 

''  I'll  bring  her  to  you.  Miss,**  replied  L 

"  Ah,  no  f  said  the  lady, ''  it  isn't  the  boat 
I  want;  it's  Miss  O'Flaharty,  who  is  in  the 
boat." 

''  Shall  I  fetch  her.  Miss  ?"  I  asked. 
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^^  Oh,  by  no  means,"  replied  my  £sur  friead, 
'^  becase  it's  to  her  I  want  to  go." 

''  Are  you  quite  sure  of  that,  Miss?" 

^*  Oh  sure  it's  taxing  me  you  are,"  said  8he< 
By  this  time  Miss  O'Flaharty  had  caught  sight 
of  her  fiiead;  they  recognised  each  other,  and 
jumped  from  thwart  to  thwart  like  nimble  kids, 
and  kissed  each  other  outrageously.  I  sat  down 
during  the  operation,  and  thought  it  was  a  pky 
that  neither  of  these  ladies  indulged  in  clean 
stockings.    I  was  told  it  was  the  custom. 

The  soimds  which  we  had  before  heard  on 
the  land  side  by  this  time  increased,  and  a 
heavy  splash  informed  all  who  were  on  the 
tiptoe  of  expectation  that  the  stag  had  taken 
to  the  water,  and  a  fine  fellow  he  appeared  to 
be,  with  his  branching  antlers  and  his  eye  of 
fire  as  he  looked  about  him.  Bight  memly  and 
lustily  did  he  strike  out  for  the  opposite  shore, 
whilst  splash  after  splash  gave  token  that  the 
dogs  were  earnest  in  the  pursuit      At  the  same 
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moment,  the  boats  on  the  lower  lake  were 
^rowed  with  all  speed  towiords  the  spot ;  those 
on  the  upper  lake  immediately  shot  the  water- 
fall in  succession,  and  the  men  gave  way  with 
all^  their  strength  to  overtake  their  iriends. 
Now  scarcely  a  voice  was  heard,  excepting 
here  and  there  a  slight  female  shriek,  and  that 
was  caused  more  from  the  pleasure  of  excite- 
ment than  fear,  as  the  boats  rushed  down  in 
safety  from  one  lake  to  the  other. 

The  burden  of  the  old  song,  ^^  This  day  a 
stag  must  die,"  was  verified.  The  tired  buck 
was  taken  just  when  landing  on  the  opposite 
shore,  amidst  shouts  both  far  and  near.  The 
man  neai^st  to  him  had  a  sharp  knife,  and,  I 
believe,  a  clear  conscience,  (the  latter  is  some- 
times of  use  to  the  possessor  of  the  former,)  so 
he  busied  himself  to  stow  away  the  venison 
under  the  thwarts  of  the  barge  which  contained 
the  noble  owner  of  the  lands  and  waters,  and 
his  fiiends. 

Now  began  the  busy  hum  of  voices,    the 
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producing  of  sandwiches,  beef,  hams,  cold 
fowls,  boiled  turkeys,  with  celery  sauce,  cham- 
pagne, claret,  and  a  variety  of  et  ceteras,  in«- 
cluding  4nany  more  big  bottles  of  whiskey. 
There  was  a  terrible  clattering  of  knives  and 
forks  as  they  were  tumbled  from  their  hiding 
places,  and  a  considerable  jingling  of  wine-* 
glasses,  tumblers,  beakers,  sneakers,  and  bowls. 

Everybody  began  to  eat  and  drink  as  if  for 
dearlife,  except  the  juveniles  and  the  boatmen. 
The  former  amused  themselves  by  making  ducks 
and  drakes  with  the  broken  pieces  of  crockery 
until  it  became  their  feeding-time,  and  the 
boatmen  by  smoking  some  wretched  tobacco 
through  a  dudeen,  or  short,  soiled  pipe,  to  tlie 
utter  annoyance  of  every  one  but  themselves,—- 
and  did  they  care  for  any  one  else  ?    No. 

The  feeding  over,  what  was  next  to  be  done  ? 
It  was  only  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  ball  at 
Killarney  was  not  to  commence  until  eight. 
The  ladies  sighed  deeply  for  the  slaughter  of 
another  stag,  for  what  else  could  they  do  in  the 
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meantime  to  a  muse  themselves?  The  gallant 
Marquis  could  not  deny  a  request  so  reasonable, 
so  in  a  short  time  the  shouting  on  the  hills  re* 
commenced,  and  the  scene  of  the  morning  was 
reacted. 

Our  Captain  now  cast  his  eyes  aloft.  "I 
say,  mate  T  said  he,  *^  that  scud  flies  too  fast 
to  be  pleasant.  I  think  we've  had  enough 
of  this,  and  ought  now  to  consider  the  old 
^p,— what  say  you  ?" 

"  I  say,  ay,  ay.  Sir !"  said  the  mate.  I  told 
the  passenger  we  were  about  to  return.  He 
only  said,  "  Bah !" 

We  mounted  our  horses  and  had  a  tiresome 
ride  to  Kenmare,  and  again  shook  the  whiskey 
bottle  to  its  foundation.  The  Captain  and  the 
«mate  then  kissed  the  hostess,  the  passenger 
kissed  the  girl  with  the  red  hair,  and  both  the 
hostess  and  the  girl  with  the  red  hair  kissed 
me. 

As  ^e  made  our  way  down  the  river,— for  it 
was  now  a  soldier's  wind,— we  could  sail  both 
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there  and  back^  the  gullies  and  squalls  firom  the 
mountains  rendered  it  necessary  to  keep  a  sharp 
look  out  after  the  sheets^  to  let  them  fly  in  time 
to  prevent  our  boat  from  being  capsized.  We 
passed  the  night  in  this  manner,  and  the  best 
part  of  the  next  morning  and  afternoon,  when 
we  at  last  got  sight  of  our  ship,  and  another,  a 
much  larger  one, — in  fact,  a  ftigate  at  anchor 
outside  of  us.  While  we  were  wondering  what 
would  be  the  consequence  of  this,  a  musket, 
shot  came  whizzing  over  our  heads.  A  boat 
well-manned  and  armed  pushed  out  ftom  under 
a  neck  of  land  where  she  had  been  concealed^ 
and  was  alongside  of  our  little  craft  in  a  moment 
An  officer,  who  appeared  by  his  uniform  to  be 
a  lieutenant,  asked  the  name  of  each  of  our 
crew,  and  as  he  was  answered  gave  an  approving 
nod ;  but  when  I  mentioned  mine,  (I  passed  as 
Blackmore,  for  I  dared  not  use  my  real  one,)  I 
was  handed  into  the  man-of-war's  boat,  with 
almost  as  little  ceremony  as  I  had  been  tumbled 
out  of  the  merchant  ship.     The  passenger  was 
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equally  unfortunate.  He  either  could  not  or 
would  not  give  a  satis&ctory  account  of  himself 
so  away  he  went,  mustachios  and  all,  under  the 
rude  grasp  of  the  king's  own,  and  in  less  than 
half  an  hour  my  friend  Bah  and  myself  were  on 
board  his  majesty's  ship  as  two  pressed  men. 


VOL.  n. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 


"  There  are  two  lodg'd  together." 

Macbeth. 

We  were  now  placed  in  a  very  awkward  situa- 
tion truly;  without  a  rag  excepting  what  we 
each  had  on^  and  they  stood  no  chance  against 
the  wind  and  weather. 

My  fellow  captive  (I  cannot  help  the  expres- 
sion) would  do  nothing;  but,  with  his  usual 
nonchalance,  left  it  all  to  me.  I  inquired  of 
several  of  the  people  what  we  were  to  do,  and 
T/here  we  were  to  pass  the  night;  but  all  the 
answer  I  could  obtain  was  an  obscene  jest  or 
disgusting  remark. 

There  is  no  place,  certainly,  so  little  cheering 
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as  the  forecasde,  or  waist,  of  a  man-of-war,  when 
you  are  equally  unknown  and  uncared  for — 
where  every  face  proves  a  stranger,  and  none  of 
the  handsomest  at  the  best ;  we  did  no  better 
therefore  than  wander  aft,  and  pass  the  night 
sleeping,  as  well  as  we  could,  alongside  of  a 
culprit  who  had  his  legs  in  irons,  under  the 
charge  of  the  sentry  at  the  captain's  cabin  door. 
I  pulled  out  my  pocket  knife,  and  with  it 
pricked  for  the  softest  plank ;  having  found  that, 
I  made  my  hat  my  pillow,  and  fell  asleep.  My 
fellow-sufferer  had  more  trouble  to  obtain  re- 
pose than  I  had;  he  was  more  thoughtfiil,  and 
appeared  uncomriionly  anxious;  whenever  I 
happened  to  snore,  or  the  bell  struck  the  notice 
that  half  an  hour  had  expired,  when  the  sand 
had  fallen  through  the  glass  which  was  sus- 
pended close  to  the  sentry's  lantern,  then  the 
selfsame  exclamation  ^^bah"  escaped  him,  but 
nothing  more,  although  the  restlessness  of  his 
manner  shewed  plainly  he  was  ill  at  ease. 
As  the  night  grew  on,  the  moaning  of  the 
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wind  increased  to  a  powerful  noise ;  it  had  sud- 
denly veered  to  the  eastward,  and  was  snuffling 
up  to  something  serious ;  there  was  soon  some 
stirring  on  the  main  deck  and  in  the  cable  tier, 
while  the  cry  of  "Give  it  her,  my  lads ! — give  it 
her!"  made  our  ci-devant  passenger  imagine  they 
were  torturing  some  unfortunate  female.  The 
ship  began  to  pitch  heavily,  and  the  tide  parted 
from  her  bows,  frothing  by  her  side  towards  the 
sea;  the  wind  increased  to  a  gale  from  the 
eastward,  but  the  anchor  still  held  fast :  not  so 
that  of  my  former  ship  from  Bristol— her  cable 
parted,  and  she  drifted  past  us.  Spite  of  all  the 
noise,  this  accident  did  not  escape  my  friend ; 
he  called  and  he  shouted  to  the  merchant  ship 
to  stop  until  he  had  his  trunks :  and  where  was 
the  use  of  so  doing,  when  the  vessel  which  con- 
tained them  was  rattlitig  before  the  wind,  steer- 
ing to  the  westward,  while  the  ship  we  were 
on  board  of  was  riding  by  her  best  bower 
anchor,  with  two  cables  an  end,  without  the 
IcQSt  seeming  inclination  to  follow  the  truant. 
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whose   ground  tackle  had  proved  so  inferior  to 
that  of  His  Majesty's  ship ! 

The  sudden  changes  of  weather  on  the 
western  coast  of  Ireland  are  too  well  known 
to  call  for  observation — it  was  an  example  now ; 
the  wind  died  away  until  there  could  be  no 
excuse  for  remaining  at  an  anchor;  and  where 
is  the  officer  who  would,  I  should  like  to  know, 
refrain  from  putting  to  sea  when  he  had  a  fine 
frigate  under  his  foot  and  was  outward  bound  ? 
The  hands  were  turned  up,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  the  frigate  was  apparently  in  chase  of  the 
Bristol  ship. 

It  was  foggy  as  the  sun  rose, — it  always  is  on 
the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  excepting  when  it 
rains,  and  then  it  is  muggy, — and  no  merchant 
ship  was  to  be  seen;  so  altering  the  course 
somewhat  to  the  southward,  the  Captain  made 
sure  of  a  good  offing,  and  the  certainty  of 
clapping  his  two  new-comers,  such  as  they 
were,  on  his  ship's  books. 

Towards  noon,  a  cutter  appeared  in  sight ; 
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signals  by  telegraph  quickly  gave  our  Captain 
to  understand  that  there  were  both  news  and 
despatches.  The  sea  had  by  this  time  gone 
down  considerably,  which  enabled  a  bandy- 
legged  of&cer^  dressed  in  tights  and  Hessian 
boots,  with  a  tarnished  cocked  hat^  which  came 
up  first,  and  a  shabby  epaulette,  which  quickly 
followed,  to  mount  the  gangway.  This  speci- 
men of  naval  ardiitecture  (his  shoulders  were 
as  round  as  a  barrel)  placed  a  sealed  packet 
in  the  Captain's  hands,  who  had  no  sooner 
perused  it  than  he  made  a  very  slight  bow 
to  the  bearer,  then  touching  his  hat  at  the 
same  time,  with  an  expression  of  countenance 
which  plainly  signified  "  get  out,"  he  ordered 
the  boatswain  to  turn  the  hands  up — make  sail ! 
The  officer  in  the  tights  thought  this  was 
sharp  practice,  so  was  down  the  side  in  an  in- 
stant, and  ordered  his  boat's  crew  to  pull  back 
to  his  own  craft.  He  knew  he  was  a  lion  in 
the  cutter, — worse  than  a  mouse  in  the  huge 
fabric  he  had  joyously  quitted, — he  gained  his 
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own  quarterdeck,  snapped  his  fingers  at  his 
big  friend  to  windward,  and  then  ordered  his 
boatswain  (mate)  to  pipe  to  grog, — his  allow- 
ance was  no  joke,  as  he  kept  the  key. 

The  vessels  parted  company.  I  found  myself 
domiciled  on  board  the  Rattler,— a  fine  frigate 
in  the  days  I  am  speaking  of;  she  mounted 
forty-eight  guns,  and  was  manned  as  ships  of 
her  class  generally  were,  until  they  had  been 
long  enough  in  commission  to  embrace  the 
gradual  opportunity  of  weeding  away  the  riff- 
raff so  bountifully  forwarded  from  Bow-^tr€(|t, 
fiatton-garden,  Marlborough-street,  and  other 
places  equally  respectable,  which  furnished  over 
zealous  magistrates  with  the  means  of  evincing 
their  good  intentions  towards  His  Majesty's 
naval  service.  There  is  one  thing  certain, 
which  is,  the  officers  of  the  ships  so  manned 
felt  no  gratitude  for  the  favours  so  bestowed; 
but  that,  without  doubt,  betrayed  a  want  of 
proper  feeling  on  their  part. 

The  crew,  as  I  was  saying,  consisted  of  a 
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large  proportion  of  this  scum  of  Britain, — a  few 
blackguard  renegade  foreigners,  some  half- 
starved  Marine  Society  boys,  a  few  good  ser- 
viceable seamen,  a  few  good  petty  officers, 
a  tolerable  sample  of  marines ;  and  the  upper 
appointments  conferred  by  the  Admiralty  were 
of  course  &ultless,  as  they  always  must  be, 
because  nobody  on  board  dare  say  nay. 

My  fellqjv-sufFerer  and  I  were  sent  for  on 
deck  and  underwent  an  examination,  and  then 
a  cross-examination,  by  the  first  lieutenant 
My  story  was  short  and  sweet,  therefore  young 
Blackmore  was  handed  over  to  the  parental 
affection  of  the  captiun  of  the  mizen  top,  who 
received  private  and  particular  instructions  to 
thrash  me  ad  libitum  whenever  he  detected  me 
neglecting  my  duty.  The  donation  of  my  day's 
allowance  of  grog,  once  a  week,  proved  a  sop 
for  this  fiery  dragon,  and  I  had  a  tolerably  easy 
berth  of  it.  My  companion  either  would  not, 
or  could  not,  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  him- 
self;   therefore  he  was  pronounced  guilty  of 
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being  sulky,  and  consigned  to  the  custody  of 
the  master-at-arms  until  further  orders.  Com- 
plaint and  remonstrance  were  alike  unavailing ; 
so  I  determined  to  bear  my  change  of  situation 
with  as  good  a  grace  as  I  could  assume^  and 
console  myself  with  the  recollection  that  when 
things  come  to  the  worst  they  must  meiid. 

A  little  experience  served  to  inform  me  that 
there  were   two  individuals  whose   characters 
were  worthy  of  especial  notice,  they  being  out     , 
of  the  common  range. 

The  Captain,  whose  name  was  Vickey,  had 
formerly,  when  he  commanded  the  Tigereat 
sloop  of  war,  been  a  handsome  man ;  but  time, 
climate,  and  the  chances  of  war,  had  done  their 
work  upon  him.  He  had  formerly  *^  fluttered" 
the  beauties  of  Barbadoes,  until  his  name  was 
associated  with  the  following  couplet — 

''  Ah  I  poor  ladies,  poor  ladies,  take  care ! 

Ah  I  poor  ladies,  poor  ladies,  take  care! 

There's  false  Captain  Vickey,  oh !  false  Captain  Vickey, 

There's  false  Captain  Vickey, 
.    Damn  Vickey,  I  swear  I 

i3 
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This,  alas  I  was  over  now;  for  the  loss  of  an 
eye  does  not  add  to  the  beauty  of  a  naval  officer 
verging  on  his  fiftieth  birth-day,  and  the  expan- 
sion of  the  nasal  organ  gives  by  no  means  a 
comely  expression  to  a  weather-beaten  counte- 
nance. Vickey  was  a  temperate  man  in  his 
habits,  although  the  captain  of  the  foretop  told 
his  messmates,  under  the  rose,  that  he  had  a 
bottle  nose  and  a  glass  eye,  taking  care,  how- 
,  ever,  that  such  a  dangerous  observation  should 
never  reach  his  commander's  ear. 

Pecuniary  circumstances  did  npt  permit  Cap- 
tain Vickey  to  keep  a  regular  table  to  which  he 
could  invite  hi&  officers  daily ;  but  he  availed 
himself  of  their  society  from  time  to  time. 
Captains  cannot  draw  all  their  pay  when  they 
wish  it,  so  his  spare  cash  was  short,  because  he 
had  a  large  family  abroad,  and  remittances  were 
required  to  be  duly  forwarded  quarterly  to 
Antigua,  Barbadoes,  (the  annuitant  was  dead  at 
Calcutta,)  Demerara,  Esquibo,  Fayal,  Gibral- 
tar,   Havannah ;    indeed,    pretty    nearly    the 
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whole  alphabet  might  be  brought  into  play ;  but 
in  mercy  to  Captain  Vickey's  pay,  and  his 
agent's  patience^  we  will  close  the  list  by  adding 
a  few  pounds  for  Pondicherry;  such  being  the 
natural  consequences  of  the  young  and  thought* 
less,  who  find  a  wife  in  every  port  To  finish 
the  character  of  Captain  Vickey,  he  was  liked 
uncommonly  by  his  officers,  and  by  such  of  his 
crew  who  could  discriminate  at  all. 

The  next  character  was  an  officer  of  an  in- 
ferior grade,  something  under  that  of  a  mid- 
shipman,— a  floating  medium  between  something 
and  nothing,  distinguished  by  the  exalted  title 
of  a  volunteer  of  the  first  class.  The  pay  of 
this  fimctionary  is  upon  the  average  about  one 
farthing  an  hour,  taking  him  sleeping  or  waking, 
and  that  is  certainly  the  cheapest  way  of  mak- 
ing an  average  of  his  usefiil  qualities. 

His  name  was  Jollopp ;  he  bid  fair  to  be  in 
time  an  ornament  to  the  service,  provided  he 
entirely  altered  the  system  upon  which  he  com- 
menced.    His  father,  an  eminent  chemist  in 
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the  vicinity  of  Leadenhall  Street^  and  a  firm 
believer  in  the  sage  (but  then  out  of  fashion) 
art  of  phrenology,  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  study 
his  son's  cranium,  and  had,  in  the  excess  of  his 
wisdom,  discovered  the  bump  maritime  largely 
developed  in  a  very  prominent  degree.  It  was 
privately  reported,  however,  that  the  urchin  had 
struck  his  head  against  the  handle  6i  Aldgate 
pump  while  endeavouring  to  drink  out  of  the 
ladle  thereunto  attached.  A  visit  the  next 
summer  to  Mai^te,  where  the  object  of  his  pa- 
rent's ambition  did  not  wince  while  drinking  salt 
water  by  the  pint,  at  once  convinced  the  kind- 
hearted  Mr.  Jollopp,  senior,  that  his  ofispring 
was  destined  to  be  a  naval  hero.  The  Lord 
Mayor  for  the  time  being  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  a  gentleman  who  knew  the  uncle 
of  the  captain  of  the  Rattler.  In  the  days  now 
alluded  to,  such  a  recommendation  was  often 
successful ;  so  Master  Alexander  Jollopp  was 
received  on  board  as  a  volunteer  of  the  first 
class.      The  doting  parents  of  this  promising 
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youth  spared  no  expense  in  his  outfit, — his  sea- 
chest  was  divided  into  several  compartments,  of 
divers  shapes  and  sizes,  for  the  reception  of  case 
bottles ;    he  had  six  pairs  of  striped  trowsers, 
made  of  ^uff  very  like  bed-tick,  which  cost  the 
tailor  some  blood  to  manufacture ;    six  shirts, 
as  many  pairs  of  worsted  stockings,  and  a  pair 
of  Hessian  boots ;  a  dirk  with  a  brass  sheath,  $md 
a  cocked  hat,  were  likewise  stowed  away  care- 
fully in  the  chest     His  anxious  mother,  who 
superintended  his  fitting  out,  in  the  height  of 
her  maternal  affection,  abstracted  from  the  shop 
one  dozen  cakes  of  palm  marine  soap,  unknov^m 
to  her  husband,  and  placed  them  also  fdr  the 
use  of  her  son.     There  was  a  mixture,  likewise, 
in  a  quart   case-bottle,   which  had  been  pre- 
pared by  the  scientific  hands  of  Mr.  JoUopp,  for 
the   prevention  of  sea-sickness,  and  that  was 
tied  up  in  a  cioth,  to  avoid  firacture.     Now,  the 
chest  being  too  large  for  the  contents,  Mr.  Jol- 
lopp,  junior,  had  the  satisfaction,  when  he  un- 
corded and  unlocked  it,  to  find  that  there  was 
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everything  uppermost  and  nothing  at  hand ; 
and  before  the  Rattler  had  been  a  fortnight  at 
sea^  Mr.  Jollopp  was  left  possessed  of  the  case- 
bottle,  with  part  of  the  fluid,  eleven  cakes  and 
a  half  of  the  palm  marine  soap,  and  not  one 
clean  shirt 

The  mixture  proved  a  failure  likewise,  and 
had  involved  the  owner  in  a  disagreeable 
scrape,  which  the  worthy  sire  when  he  com- 
pounded it  could  not  have  anticipated.  One 
morning,  when  it  was  dead  calm  and  the  water 
as  smooth  as  glass,  it  occurred  to  Master  Jollopp 
to  invite  one  of  his  messmates  to  partake  of  the 
valuable  liquid  in  his  possession.  .The  party 
invited,  seeing  the  colour  of  the  liquor,  which 
looked  like  rum,  thankfully  accepted  the  offer ; 
he  lifted  a  glass  of  it  to  his  lips,  while  a  sweet 
smile  was  on  his  countenance;  but  no  sooner 
did  he  taste  it,  than  his  features  exhibited  the 
most  unqualified  disapprobation  and  disgust 
Thinking,  moreover,  this  was  a  trick  passed  upon 
him  intentionally,  and  being  mudh  stronger 
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than  the  offender,  the  messmate  fell  upon  Mr. 
JoUopp,  junior,  and  gave  him  a  sound  beating ; 
so  to  prevent  the  chance  of  a  repetition,  the 
bottle  and  its  contents  were  flung  overboard,  for 
the  benefit  of  a  sea-sick  shark  or  grampus, 
should  such  a  thing  come  in  its  way. 

There  was  a  marine,  whose  task  it  was  to 
endeavour  to  keep  Mr.  Jollopp  clean  by  black- 
ing his  boots,  and  every  now  and  then  pipe- 
claying his  weekly  account  This  man,  whose 
name  was  Moses  Sweet,  had  a  particular  pro- 
pensity to  drink  everything  which  came  in  his 
way.  One  morning,  while  his  messmates  were 
on  shore  on  duty,  this  worthy,  being  cook  for 
the  day,  received  the  allowance  of  beer  for  his 
mess,  which  amounted  to  seven  gallons,  and, 
strange  to  say,  when  the  fatigued  party  returned 
on  board,  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  they  found 
their  cook  in  a  bloated  and  insensible  condition, 
— he  had  contrived  to  consume  the  whole,  even 
to  draining  the  barrel.     This  was  an  oiFence 
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not  to  be  forgiven ;  so  a  complaint  was  made  to 
the  commanding  officer^  who  ordered  th^  swab 
to  be  put  in  irons ;  and  there  I  met  him,  on  the 
first  night  I  passed  on  board  the  Rattler,  under 
charge  of  the  sentry  at  the  cabin  door. 

On  the  following  morning  early,  an  unusual 
bustle  was  to  be  observed  on  the  lower  deck. 
The  marines  were  pipeclaying  their  belts  and 
trowsers,  burnishing  the  locks  of  their  muskets 
and  their  cartouch  boxes, — the  heel-ball  and 
black-ball  doing  the  needful  to  render  them  sol- 
dier-like, and  fit  for  minute  inspection.  The  blue 
jackets  were  in  conversation ;  here  and  there  the 
words  "  confounded  shame,"  "  serve  him  right,** 
and  various  other  expressions,  too  audible  to 
escape  notice. 

At  length  Captain  Vickey  appeared  on  deck, 
with  his  full  uniform  coat  shipped  as  if  for  a 
very  extraordinary  occasion ;  from  his  lefl  side  , 
dangled  a  sort  of  toasting-fork  looking  weapon, 
which  I  afterwards  was  told  was  a  regulation 
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sword.  The  lieutenants  and  other  officers 
looked  equally  as  fierce.  The  marines  were 
drawn  up  in  a  double  line  on  the  weather 
gangway,  bayonets  fixed,  and  chins  up,  whilst 
the  worthy  officer  who  commanded  the  detach- 
ment  looked  unutterable  things  at  the  want  of 
feeling  in  those  who  had  roused  him  from  his 
cot  before  he  had  completed  that  quantity  of 
horizontal  refreshment  usually  denominated  a 
marine  officer's  round,  which  means  thirteen 
hours,  and  no  more. 

The  hands  were  turned  up  to  punishment. 
A  very  queer  looking  individual,  assisted  by 
two  others  quite  as  unpromising  in  appearance, 
began  to  lash  a  large  grating  against  the  upper 
part  of  the  break  of  the  gangway,  whilst  the 
lower  part  of  the  said  grating  was  secured  to 
the  nearest  main-deck  gun.  The  boatswain 
and  his  mates  were  in  attendance, — grim  looking 
fellows,  fit  for  their  odious  office, — each  casting 
his  eyes  upon  several  choice  cats-o'-nine-tales, 
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which  were  displayed  to  their  view  with  as 
much  care  and  attention  as  if  they  had  been 
articles  furnished  by  a  charitable  young  lady  for 
a  fancy  fair. 

At  an  appointed  signal,  the  culprit  who  was 
to  receive  punishment  was  brought  forward  in 
custody  of  the  master-at-arms  and  ship's  cor- 
poral. He  was  a  round  built  man,  of  a  very 
unprepossessing  appearance,  and  I  could  not 
mistake  the  featiu^s  of  Moses  Sweet 

Captain  Vickey  took  off  his  hat,  which  had 
been  pulled  down  over  his  starboard  eye,  and 
cast  the  other  upon  the  articles  of  war.  He 
read  as  impressively  as  he  could  (it  produced 
no  effect)  the  particular  article  upon  drunken- 
ness, and  then  desired  the  boatswain's  mate  to 
proceed.  But  as  I  see.  Miss  Melrose,  you  have 
heard  quite  enough  of  this  unpleasant  cere- 
mony, I  will  not  shock  your  feelings  by  con- 
tinuing the  description.  It  is  a  pity  such  exhi- 
bitions cannot  be  done  away  with  altogether. 
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I  think  they  must  become  in  time  less  firequent; 
but  I  at  the  same  time  am  certain  that  to  de- 
prive the  captain  of  the  power  entirely,  would 
be  fatal  to  the  discipline  in  the  naval  service." 

Mr.  Barker  promised  to  resume  his  story  on 
the  next  evening,  but  it  will  be  seen  he  was 
prevented. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

"  The  sails  are  scattered  abroad  like  weeds, 
The  strong  masts  shake  like  quivering  reeds, 
The  mighty  cables  and  iron  chains, 
The  hull,  which  all  earthly  strength  disdains, 
They  strain,  and  they  crack,  and  hearts  like  stone 
Their  natural,  hard,  proud  strength  disown.*' 

Barry  Cornwall. 

The  next  evening  looked  threatening  :  dark 
clouds  were  gathering  in  the  west,  and  the  set- 
ting  sun  had  a  fiery  and  portentous  appearance ; 
an  unusual  and  heavy  swell  began  to  rise, 
although  the  wind  continued  light  and  vari- 
able. A  painful  sensation  crept  over  the 
officers  and  men,  who  frequently  came  on  deck, 
and  in  knots,  or  con^anies  of  three  or  four, 
seemed  to  be  discussing  the  probable  state  of 
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the  weather.  There  was  a  chill,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  languor,  or  lassitude,  caused  by  the 
atmosphere,  which  pervaded  throughout  the 
ship,  and  extended  even  to  the  cabin.  The 
dinner  (which  time,  on  board  of  an  Indiaman, 
is  generally  considered  the  most  likely  to 
destroy  ennui)  was  scarcely  touched,  although 
busy  Mac  Hugh,  the  Captain's  foreign  cook,  had 
been  more  than  usually  successful  in  its  produc- 
tion ;  the  wines  had  likewise  lost  their  charm, 
even  for  the  palate  of  Mr.  Titterton,  who  was 
seldom  a  flincher  when  he  could  get'any  one  to 
keep  him  company ;  but  as  the  officers  were  all 
very  temperate  and  cautious,  which  is  a  sailor's 
principal  duty  when  afloat,  he  frequently  found 
it  a  difficulty  to  sit  long  enough  to  gratify 
the  cravings  of  his  appetite  unless  he  had  it 
all  to  himself,  and  politeness  laid  an  injunction 
there. 

After  exchanging  a  look  of  a  peculiar  .nature, 
the  Captain  and  chief  officer  left  the  cabin 
together,  and  repaired  on  deck.     The  sluggard 
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sails  were  flapping  against  the  masts,  and  the 
ship  had  scarcely  steerage  way  through  the 
water.  Mr.  Titterton,  finding  himself  aban- 
doned by  his  companions,  became,  like  ^  Bob 
Handy,'  very  soon  tired  of  his  own  company, 
and  speedily  joined  the  officers  on  the  quarter- 
deck ;  he  then  very  politely  profiered  the  use  of 
his  flute  for  a  quadriUe,  to  assist  passing  the 
dull  evening  away. 

"  I  thank  you,  Sir,"  said  Captain  Underwood, 
*^  but  I  fancy  our  good  ship  will  dance  to  another 
tune  this  night;  look  at  those  clouds  yonder, 
and  the  birds,  how  they  are  flying  while  scream- 
ing from  the  threatening  blast ;  and  do  you  ob- 
serve those  small  birds,  the  petrel,  or  Mother 
Carey's  chickens,  how  they  swarm  and  perform 
their  semi-circular  flight  astern  of  the  ship  ?  no 
good  omen,  but  too  surely  foreboding  weather 
of  the  worst  kind.  I  never  was  yet  mistaken 
in  such  appearances  in  these  latitudes ;  and  see, 
to  crown  all,  here  comes  the  old  boatswain  up 
the  fore-ladder,   that,   eternal    smeller  out   of 
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squalls.  You  may  perceive  he  has  on  his  pea- 
jacket  and  razee  tarpaulin  hat^  shipped^  no 
doubt^  in  anticipation;  there  is  much  sound 
sense  in  that  old  sailor^  he  has  had  very  great 
experience^  and*  putting  aside  his  eccentricities, 
there  never  stepped  a  better  seaman.  I  place 
as  much  reliance  on  these  appearances  com- 
bined,  as  I  do  on  my  marine  barometer,  which 
it  is  now  quite  time  to  go  and  consult." 

Leaving  the  quarter  deck  for  that  purpose, 
the  Captain  soon  returned,  and  said  to  Mr. 
Barker,  "  Old  blow-hard,  the  boatswain,  is  right 
enough;  the  mercury  is  down  beyond  what  I 
ever  observed  it.  Turn  the  hands  up ;  reef  top- 
sails ;  we  must  prepare  for  a  stiff  north-wester ; 
close  reef  them,  Mr.  Bai^ser,  and  reef  the 
courses  likewise ;  get  the  top-gallant  yards 
down,  have  the  mast  ropes  rove,  and  let  pre- 
venter braces  be  clapped  on  the  lower  and 
topsail  yards.  I  will  order  the  gunner  to  look 
to  the  safety  of  the  guns,  and  the  carpenter 
shall  see  that  the  axes  are  in  their  places,  and 
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the  chain  pumps  rigged.  In  short,  we  must  be 
certain  that  nothing  be  wanting  to  enable  uB  to 
weather  as  dirty  a  night  as  ever  those  ships  had 
to  encounter  which  had  been  captured  by  old 
Rodney,  and  were  caught  on  their  return  home 
from  the  West  Indies ;  yet  I  do  not  thiuk  I 
shall  ever  be  induced  to  heave  our  good  ship 
to  under  a  reefed  main  course.  They  may 
have  been  right  in  those  days ;  but  the  winds 
change  as  well  as  the  fashions,  you  know,  and 
we  will  follow  the  latter." 

The  hands  were  turned  up,  and  everything 
made  snug  before  dark,  so  that  the  ship  was  in 
as  perfect  a  state  as  possible  to  meet  the  antir 
cipated  storm,  already  foretold  by  the  expres-- 
sipn  of  the  atmosphere,  the  boatswain's  hard-a- 
weather  to^ery,  and  the  Captain's  marine 
barometer.  Nothing,  however,  of  consequence 
took  place  up  to  midnight,  and  the  watch  was 
relieved. 

Mr.  Titterton,  who  had  been  puffing  his 
cigar,  and  bantering  the  Captain  for  placing 
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any  reliance  on  the  three  before-mentioned 
omens,  could  now  contain  himself  no  longer, 
but  approaching  the  commander,  who  wbb 
walking  the  deck  with  slow  and  measured 
paces,  he  said,  "  Well,  Captain  Underwood,  I 
hope  you  will  never  again  set  up  for  a  prophet 
You  foretell  a  gale  of  wind,  or  whatever  you 
call  it,  and  I  vow  here  is  midnight  and  not  so 
much  wind  as  will  dissipate  the  smoke  of  my 
cigar  fh)m  beneath  my  nostrils.  Really,  Cap- 
tain, you  must  excuse  me,  but  it  scarcely  shews 
the  good  seaman,  and  the  man  of  foresight,  to 
terrify  the  ladies  by  extraordinary  preparations 
for  a  denouement,  and  a  development  of  the 
powers  of  Neptune  and  Boreas,  (speaking 
figuratively,)  and  after  all  to  disappoint  one  in 
particular,  meaning  myself,  whose  nerves  were 
never  yet  shaken,  and  who  has  remained 
already  a  fiill  half  hour  beyond  his  time  for 
repose,  to  witness  the  outbreaking  of  your 
promised  storm,  which,  beUeve  me,  wiU  prove 
innocuous.  As  a  lover  of  grandeur,  and  an 
VOL.  n.  K 
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admirer  of  the  terrific,  I  really  can  never 
foigive  you  this  disappointment  you  have  oc- 
casioned me.  I  never  can*  Goodnight;  never 
can,  'pon  my  soul,  really ;  good  night ;  never 
shall  be  able^  poz."  And  with  these  clev^ 
observations,  this  limb  of  the  aristocracy  vdth- 
drew  to  his  berth. 

^*  I  wish  J  could  be  of  the  same  opinion  with 
that  chattering  bird  of  grace,"  quoth  Captain 
Underwood ;  "  but  as  there  are  certainly  no 
signs  of  the  immediate  commencement  of  fool 
weather,  I  will  just  try  and  get  a  snooze,  which 
will  enable  me  to  do  my  duty  the  more  fiadth- 
fully  in  time  of  need,  and  that  such  a  time 
is  approaching,  I  feel  more  and  more  convinced, 
Mr.  Jamieson,"  continued  the  Captain  to  the 
officer  who  had  charge  of  the  watch,  ^^keep 
a  good  look  out ;  send  some  one  to  call  me  on 
the  least  increase  of  wind,  but  by  no  means 
quit  the  chaise  of  the  ship  yourself." 

**  Ay,  ay.  Sir  I"  answered  the  mate. 

Captain    Underwood   then    left   the   deck. 
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and  threw  himself^  without  undressing,  on  his 
bed. 

About  three  in  the  morning  the  Captain  was 
aroused  by  a  knock  at  his  cabin-door^  and 
hastening  on  deck,  he  found  Mr.  Barker,  who 
had  relieved  the  watch  at  midnight,  busily 
occupied  in  shortening  sail,  and  taking  in  the 
topsails  as  fast  as  possible.  Scarcely  speaking 
to  the  officer  of  the  watch,  the  Captain  cast 
his  eye  to  the  north-west,  and  perceived  a 
white  line  along  the  horizon  for  some  distance, 
which  his  experience  enabled  him  readily  to 
tmderstand. 

"Here  it  comes,  sure  enough,  and  strong 
enough;  take  in  everything  but  the  forestay- 
sail  and  trysail,  and  prepare  likewise  for  hauling 
them  down,"  was  the  immediate  order  of  the 
commander.  The  downhauls  were  stretched 
along  as  the  white  waters  became  gradually 
nearer — the  only  present  indication  of  the  ap- 
proaching squall. 

At  length  it  burst  upon  the  ship  with  all  its 
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fiiry;  she  gradually  heeled  over  until  the 
muzzles  of  her  guns  touched  the  -water,  being 
unable  to  stand  up  against  the  force  of  the 
wind.  In  about  half-an-hour  it  settled  into  a 
steady  hard  gale,  and  the  sea  got  up  rapidly 
until  it  was  mountains  high.  There  is  no 
place  where  the  sea  is  heayier  than  in  the  strait 
of  Magellan^  where  the  ship  now  was,  having 
the  large  island  of  Madagascar  on  her  lee; 
but  there  was  no  danger  anticipated  on  that 
account,  as  the  William  Tell  was  a  sound 
vessel  and  a  good  sea  boat,  besides  the  land 
being  at  a  considerable  distance.  As  soon  as 
it  could  be  ascertained  to  what  extent  the 
gale  would  at  present  increase,  the  storm  stay- 
sails were  set  upon  the  ship,  and  she  made 
her  way  slowly  through  the  water,  riding  safely 
over  each  mountain  surge,  which  seemed  for  a 
time  to  engulf  all  within  its  dark  and  briny 
bosom. 

At  the  usual  hour  for  breakfast,  several  seats 
were  vacant  at  the  cabin  table;  the  ladies,  of 
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course,  did  not  make  their  appearance,  but 
preferred  remaining  in  their  cots,  where  the 
heavy  rolling  and  pitching  of  the  ship  were  felt 
with  less  inconvenience.  Mr.  Titterton's  chair 
was  likewise  unoccupied — a.  circmnstance  which 
had  been  very  rare,  as  that  gentleman,  to  use  a 
vulgar  phrase,  was  celebrated  for  playing  an 
excellent  game  at  knife  and  fork.  Captain 
Underwood,  recollecting  the  parting  taunt  with 
which  he  had  been  greeted  on  the  previous 
night,  determined  to  make  use  of  his  present 
advantage;  therefore  sent  the  steward  down 
to  Mr.  Titterton's  cabin  to  let  him  know 
the  ladies  were  waiting  breakfast  for  him,  and 
could  not  think  of  commencing  while  he  was 
/absent. 

Mr.  Titterton  had  been  accustomed  during 
this  meal  to  officiate  as  principal  purveyor  of 
the  toast — cutting  and  assisting  to  tongue,  ham, 
or  such  cold  meat  which  was  produced  on  the 
table ;  so  he  could  not  now  on  any  account  refuse 
the  message  of  the  Captain,  particularly  as  he 
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was  informed  the  ladies  were  already  assembled, 
and  so  polite  as  to  wait  for  him — a.  circum- 
stance which  was  gratifying  to  his  vanity;  so 
sending  for  his  servant,  who  was  half-dead  with 
jGright  and  sea-sickness,  he  desired  him  to  assist 
at  his  toilette.  This  was  no  easy  matter,  as 
both  master  and  man  were  stretched  together 
on  the  deck  by  the  very  first  lurch  the  ship 
gave  after  the  former  had  left  his  cot  With 
some  difficulty  they  recovered  their  legs,  and 
endeavoured  to  commence  operations :  to  shave 
himself  was  the  first  attempt  of  Mr.  Tittertoi:^; 
but  the  moment  he  took  the  razor  in  his  hand, 
he  felt  his  head  turn  round  like  a  whipping-t(^, 
and  was  fiilly  convinced  there  was  a  much 
greater  chance  of  his  depriving  himself  of  his 
nose  than  of  his  superfluous  beard,  by  any 
effort  of  his  own  to  use  it  Accordingly,  the 
attempt  was  abandoned,  and  the  ship's  barber 
sent  for. 

Peter  Moses  soon  made  his  appearance  with 
his  implements  ready  for  action,  and  placing 
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Mr.  Titterton  on  a  chair  which  leaned  against 
the  lee-side  of  the  ship,  he  soaped  him  with 
a  brushy  which  had  already  done  the  same 
office  to  three-fourths  of  the  ship's  crew  for  the 
la3t  two  years; — the  quality  of  the  article  was 
not  of  that  nature  to  preserve  the  stomach  of 
Mr.  Titterton  in  tnie  and  tip-t(^break&st- 
eating  order,  unhinged  as  it  already  was  by  the 
uneasy  motion  of  the  ship.  Watching  his  op- 
portunity when  the  ship  rolled  to  leeward,  the 
experienced  tonsor  seized  his  man  by  the  nose 
and  contrived  to  half  finish  his  job.  Mr. 
Titterton  screamed  with  horror  and  disgust, 
and  would  have  annihilated  the  operator,  who 
did  not  give  him  time,  but  only  waiting  until 
the  ship  rolled  again  to  windward,  he  bran- 
dished his  razor,  and  settled  himself  firmly  on 
his  feet ;  at  the  next  roll  he  was  as  expeditious 
as  before,  and  the  beau  was  shaved,  and  so 
firightened  that  he  had  just  breath  and  sense 
enough  left,  the  moment  the  filthy  barber  had 
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quitted  his  presence,  to  return  thanks  to  Hea- 
ven that  his  throat  had  not  been  lacerated  from 
ear  to  ear. 

The  toilette  finished,  Mr.  Titterton  with 
great  difficulty  made  his  way  up  to  the  eabin, 
assisted  by  one  of  the  seamen,  who  received  for 
his  services  a  promise  of  future  patronage  and 
protection,  and  took  his  place  at  the  breakfast 
table. 

An  a-pology  was  made  for  the  ladies'  having 
been  compelled  to  retire  immediately  on  finish- 
ing their  meal,  owing  to  the  unusual  motioii 
of  the  ship;  and  Captain  Underwood  per- 
ceiving the  disordered  state  of  the  nerves  and 
stomach  of  the  unfortimate  gentleman,  contented 
himself  with  having  brought  the  offender  fit>m 
his  cabin  to  witness  the  first  efiects  of  the  storm 
he  had  pretended,  or  supposed  himself  s 
anxious  to  see. 

To  eat  Mr.  Titterton  now  essayed,  but  it  was 
useless,  for  every  heave  of  the  ship  rendered  the 
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breakfast  more  disgusting  to  his  sight  He  then 
tried  to  get  below  again  to  his  cabin,  but  could 
by  no  means  make  his  way  towards  the  door ; 
on  every  attempt  he  found  himself  further  off; 
but  after  two  or  three  veiy  severe  fidls,  he 
managed  to  reach  a  sofa^  where  he  deposited 
himself  in  the  hope  of  better  times,  groaning 
and  grumbling  at  that  which  he  did  not  expect, 
and  could  not  control,  and  wishing  himself  safe 
on  shore  at  Calcutta.  ^'  Oh !"  uttered  he  in  the 
height  of  his  helplessness,  ^^  I  would  rather  be 
a  drummer  in  an  African  regiment,  and  serve 
at  Sierra  Leone,  than  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
England,  and  be  obliged  to  go  to  sea." 

The  gale  increased  as  the  day  advanced,  and 
when  the  sun  went  down,  its  appearance  gave 
no  promise  of  a  favourable  change  in  the 
weather.  In  &ct,  the  wind,  which  before  had 
been  violent,  but  steady,  now  came  in  squalls 
and  tremendous  bursts,  which  threatened  to 
blow  the  masts  of  the  William  Tell  over  the 

k3 
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side.  There  was  no  moon ;  and  as  the  night 
set  in,  it  became  so  dark,  that,  to  use  a  sailor's 
expression,  '^  you  could  not  see  your  hand  be- 
fore your  face,**  The  crew  had,  however,  been 
too  well  seasoned  by  foul  weather  to  care  much 
for  a  storm,  when  they  had  plenty  of  sea  room, 
and  a  good  stout  ship  under  their  feet,  conse- 
quently it  made  very  little  difference  to  them : 
they  ate,  drank,  and  slept,  as  well  as  if  it  had 
been  a  perfect  calm ;  and,  sailor  like,  had  as 
little  apprehension  of  danger  as  when  they  were 
drinking  and  dancing  at  Sally  Port  or  Point 
Beach. 

The  officers,  however,  were  somewhat  more 
anxious :  the  chart  was  several  times  referred 
to,  and  the  consequences  of  a  sudden  shift  of 
wind  minutely  calculated.  The  carpenter  re- 
ported the  soundings  of  the  ship's  well  every 
half  hour  to  the  officer  of  the  watch,  while  the 
gunner  might  be  seen,  by  the  glimmering  of 
his  lantern,  going  from  gun  to  gun,  carefoUy 


THE  INDIAMAN.  203 

examining  the  breecfaings  and  tackles  by  which 
they  were  secured ;  well  knowing  the  important 
duty  entrusted  to  his  chai^^  and  the  great 
Tesponsibility  which  would  be  attached  to  him 
should  one  of  those  weighty  and  unwieldy  en- 
gines break  adrift  while  so  heavy  a  sea  was 
running.  The  William  Tell  still  bufieted  the 
storm  in  safety. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

*'  She  does  do  work  by  halves,  yon  raving  ocean ; 
Engulfing  those  she  strangles,  her  wild  womb 
Affords  the  mariners,  whom  she  hath  dealt  on, 
Their  death  at  once,  and  sepulchre.'' 

Anon. 

About  two  o'clock  on  the  following  morning 
the  storm  appeared  to  be  at  its  height :  the  rain 
feU  in  torrente,  while  the  lightning  and  thunder, 
peculiar  to  the  climate,  were  more  than  usually 
violent  The  top-gaUant  masts  were  got  upon 
deck,  and  such  additional  security  resorted  to 
for  the  ease  of  the  ship  as  the  judgment  of  the 
Captain  suggested.  The  look-out  men,  who 
were  stationed  on  each  bow  of  the  William  Tell, 
remained  in  their  places,  but  could  not  see  even 
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SO  fiir  as  the  bowsprit  end,  excepting  when  the 
flashes  of  vivid  lightning  partly  illumined  the 
foaming  sea,  and  then  but  very  indistinctly. 
Captain  Underwood  and  all  the  oflScers  were  on 
deck,  anxiously  watchiog  each  change  for  the 
worse  in  the  weather,  and  endeavouring  to  give 
each  other  hopes  that  it  would  become  more 
moderate  as  the  day  made  its  appearance. 
They  likewise  conversed  on  the  fears  of  the 
passengers,  and  lamented  the  sufferings  of  the 
ladies  in  particular,  as  well  as  they  could  make 
themselves  heard,  when  a  flash  of  lightning, 
more  vivid  than  had  hitherto  been  witnessed, 
shewed  to  their  astonished  senses  a  vessel  dis- 
masted, laying  like  a  log  on  the  water,  her 
decks  crowded  with  people,  and  so  fearflilly 
close  under  the  bows  of  the  William  Tell,  that 

all  hope   of  avoiding  her  was  in  an  instant 

« 

lost.  The  look-out  men  halloed  out  together, 
"  Strange  sail,  right  a-head ;  hard-a-weather  the 
hehn  I" 

**  Hard-a-weather   the  helm  1"  shouted  the 
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officers  at  once,  while  several  of  them  hastened 
to  the  wheel  to  assist  the  quarter-master  and 
steersman  in  the  difficult  task.  It  was  of  no 
avail,  although  the  only  chance  of  doing  good, 
for  in  less  than  two  minutes  from  the  wreck  of 
the  strange^  vessel  being  seen,  a  tremendoos 
crash  was  heard,  which  shook  the  William  Tell 
to  the  very  keeL  This  was  immediately  fol* 
lowed  by  a  wild  shriek,  which  sounded  high 
above  the  mighty  war  of  the  wind  and  sea,  and 
struck  terror  and  amazement  into  the  souls  of 
all  on  board  The  ship  rose  on  the  next  wave, 
and  as  she  again  became  half  buried  in  the 
deep,  the  concussion  was  felt  with  equal  vio- 
lence, but  the  shriek  was  heard  no  more;  a 
different  noise  assailed  the  ears  of  the  crew  of 
the  William  Tell,  who  had  rushed  up  on  ded:, 
some  undressed,  the  moment  the  cry  c^ 
^^  strange  sail"  had  been  heard;  this  was  a 
cracking  noise,  as  if  some  vast  piece  of  timber 
had  been  suddenly  snapped.  Captain  Under- 
wood immediately  guessed  the  cause.     ^<  The 
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bowsprit  is  gone,"  shouted  he,  through  his 
speaking  trumpet ;  <<  aft,  my  men,  aft ;  beware 
the  foremast  I" 

This  well-timed  caution  had  the  effect  of 
rousing  the  men  firom  the  momentary  stupor  into 
which  they  had  been  thrown  by  this  unlooked- 
for  disaster;  and  there  was  no  time  to  lose,  for 
as  the  ship  was  again  borne  aloft  on  the  moun- 
tain wave,  the  foremast,  not  having  the  security 
of  the  stay,  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  the  bow- 
sprit, fell  backwards  over  the  lee-gangway  with 
a  noise  like  thunder,  drawing  the  main-topmast 
along  with  it  over  the  side. 

The  groans  of  some  unfortunate  men  were  now 
heard,  who  lay  crushed,  like  reptiles,  beneath 
the  fedlen  wreck.  The  darkness  of  the  night 
increased  the  difficulty  of  extricating  the  suf- 
ferers, and  of  immediately  ascertaining  the 
extent  of  damage  the  ship  had  so  unfortunately 
sustained.  In  a  few  minutes  the  carpentej 
came  on  deck  and  informed  the  Captain,  in  as 
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low  a  tone  as  rendered  his  voice  just  audible, 
that  the  ship  had  sprung  a  leak  forwards,  and 
that  the  water  was  making  its  way  with  frightful 
rapidity  through  the  bows.  The  hands  were 
immediately  turned  up  to  "  pump  ship,"  The 
men  flew  to  obey  the  call,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  clanking  of  the  huge  winches  of  the  dbain 
pumps,  and  the  rushing  of  the  waters,  as  they 
were  ejected  by  these  powerful  engines,  added 
to  the  alarm  and  confusion  which  aheady  pre- 
vailed. 

Some  of  the  best  seamen  in  the  meantime  were, 
employed  under  the  direction  of  the  veteran  Mr. 
Swallowtail,  who,  having  thrown  aside  his  fear- 
nought jacket,  was  busy  with  an  axe,  and  with  all, 
the  activity  of  youth  clearing  away  the  wreck  of 
the  foremast,  and  dispatching  the  wounded 
people,  a9  &st  as  they  could  be  extricated,  down 
to  the  surgeon,  who  soon  found  himself  amply 
engaged,  for  the  fall  of  the  mast  had  killed 
four,  and  wounded  fifteen  of  the  men. 
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Mr.  Barker^  the  chief  officer^  had  been  down 
on  the  main  deck  arranging  the  manner  in 
which  the  crew  were  to  take  their  alternate 
spells  at  the  pumps ;  and  he  now  joined  the 
Captain^  and  entreated  him,  as  nothing  more 
could  immediately  be  done,  to  pay  a  visit  to  the 
passengers  in  the  cabin,  and  endeavour  to  calm 
the  minds  of  the  ladies,  one  of  whom,  Mr. 
Barker  ventured  to  hint,  might  be  more  power- 
fully agitated  by  the  complicated  disasters  which 
had  recently  taken  place  than  the  others,  and 
would  derive  comfort  from  the  assurance  of  his 
individual  safety.  The  Captain  answered  with 
firmness,  **  No,  Mr.  Barker ;  I  respect  your 
feeling,  and  the  kindness  of  your  motive,  but  I 
must  not  sacrifice  my  duty  to  my  aiBTection.  My 
station  is  here;  this  wreck  my  charge ;  and  as  I 
look  to  every  man  for  his  best  exertions  on  this 
trying  occasion,  mine  shall  not  be  wanting  as  an 
example." 

**  But  the  vessel  we  have  struck  against?" 
added  Mr.  Barker,  ^^  what  a  fate  must  have  been 
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those  who  were  in  her!  Oh  I  that  dreadful 
shriek  I  the  last  cry  of  despair  uttered  by  par* 
haps  a  hundred  drowning  wretches  I" 

^*  Our  fate  may  soon  be  the  same  should  wii 
not  gain  upon  this  unfortunate  leak/'  rej^ed  the 
Captain ;  ^^  but  we  will  keep  our  thoughts  to 
ourselves,  and,  above  all,  from  our  passengers, 
as  it  vdll  only  add  to  those  fears  which  are,  no 
doubt,  ahready  uppermost  in  their  hearts.  As 
the  ship  has  now  no  way  through  the  water,  we 
may  probably  see  something  at  daybreak  by 
which  we  may  ascertain  the  fete  of  the  wreck 
we  have  so  unfortunately  run  down.  The  very 
thought  is  horrible  enough ;  and  we  have  but  one 
true  consolation,  which  is,  that  no  human  fore* 
sight  could  have  prevented  it  I  It  becomes  us, 
now,  to  shew  ourselves  equal  to  the  task  of  com* 
manding  the  ship  in  difficulty  and  danger, 
likewise  to  encourage  our  people,  and  by  our 
conduct,  continue  to  make  them  look  up  to  us 
for  their  safety.  In  the  meantime,  send  again 
to  the  carpenter,  desire  him  to  make  a  fidthfiil 
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report  as  to  the  leak ;  for  if  it  still  increases  upon 
usj  we  shall;  indeed,  have  other  work  to  do." 

The  report  of  the  carpenter  was  by  no  means 
&vourable.  The  leak  did  not,  in  feet,  gain  upon 
the  pumps,  but  then  the  exertions  of  the  men 
were  to  be  taken  into  consideration ;  they  would 
fl^  in  time,  although  the  waters  would  in  all 
probability  increase.  To  do  anything  eflfectively 
before  daylight  was  scarcely  possible ;  but  Mr. 
Swallowtail  was  directed  to  have  a  spare  fore- 
topsail  on  deck  ready  for  thrumming,  should  it 
be  necessary. 

When  daylight  appeared^  the  officers  en- 
deavoured, with  the  aid  of  their  glasses,  to 
discover  any  remains  of  the  ill-fated  dismasted 
ship.  There  were  many  pieces  of  wreck  to  be 
seen  floating  about,  and  a  boat  also  was  dis- 
tinctly visible,  bottom  upwards;  but  nothing 
satisfactory  whatever  could  be  ascertained ;  &r 
neither  the  name  of  the  ship  nor  the  number 
of  persons  who  perished  were  ever  known. 
Yet  there  must  have  been  a  great  many,  from 
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the  loudness  of  that  shriek  of  agony  and  de 
spair  which  assailed  the  ears  of  the  crew  of  the 
William  Tell,  as  the  frail  vessel,  which  con- 
tained so  many    victims,    sank    beneath    the 
waves. 

A  party  of  men  were  now  employed  to  rig 
a  jury  foremast ;  but  the  detail  of  that  piece  of 
service  will  be  omitted,  because  it  might  be  as* 
diy,  fatiguing,  and  kborious,  for  our  readers  to 
peruse,  as  it  was  to  Mr.  Swallowtail  and  his 
hardy  workmen  to  effect ;  su£Sce  it  to  say,  that 
a  mast  was  rigged,  and  a  sail  set  upon  it,  which 
placed  the  ship  once  more  under  the  guidance 
of  the  helm.  The  foretopsail,  which  had  been 
got  upon  deck,  was  likewise  prepared  with  tar 
and  oakum,  and  with  great  difficulty  conveyed 
over  the  bows,  and  secured  with  hawsers,  in 
the  hope  it  would  have  the  effect  of  partly 
stopping  the  kak,  which  it  did,  but  not  in  that 
degree  as  to  allow  much  relaxation  in  the 
labours  of  the  men. 

It  is  now  time  to  turn  to  a  review  of  the  state 
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of  affaiiB  in  the  cabin  of  the  William  Tell  dtuv 
ing  the  time  the  scene  of  devastation  before 
related  was  taking  place.  Soon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  storm,  most  of  the  passengers 
took  to  their  beds ;  and  experience  taught  them 
they  had  better  remain  there,  as  moving  about 
on  deck  was  rendered  extremely  difficult  to 
those  who  had  not  their  sea-legs  on  board ;  or, 
more  plainly  speaking,  those  who  had  not  been 
used  to  the  sea  and  rough  weather.  Mr.  Tit- 
terton's  unfortunate  failure  at  break&st  may  be 
quoted  as  an  example.  In  this  state  they  had 
remained  through  many  tedious  houis,  a  prey 
to  their  own  feelings  and  too  active  imagina- 
tions ;  for  every  sea  which  struck  the  William 
Tell,  or  broke  over  her,  was  looked  upon  by 
their  inexperience  as  the  one  which  was  to 
annihilate  the  good  ship  and  her  still  more 
goodly  freight  Sleep  was  banished  from  their 
eyelids.  Even  Mr.  Melrose,  possessing  the 
stronger  nerve  of  man,  being  totally  unused  to 
a  scene  like   that  he  was  now  compelled  to 
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witneflBy  could  offer  no  consolation  to  his 
daughter,  or  to  their  fellow-passenger,  Mrs. 
Willisy  who  had  thrown  open  her  cabin  door, 
and  made  a  communication  with  that  of  Mr. 
Melrose,  and  likewise  of  Amelia.  Fear  had 
levelled  distinction  and  destroyed  etiquette. 
The  poor  affiighted  lady  lay  in  her  cot  nearly 
deprived  of  reason,  but  instinctively  presmng 
her  child  closer  to  her  bosom  as  each  imagined 
danger  caught  her  ear. 

The  coinage  and  spirits  of  Amelia  Melrose 
had  supported  her  tolerably  well  until  she  began 
to  fency  Captain  Underwood  was  exposed  to 
imminent  danger,  for  she  had  not  seen  him 
since  the  previous  day.  She  imagined  she  had 
heard  his  voice  several  times,  both  in  the  cabin 
and  on  the  quarter-deck,  as  he  was  giving  his 
orders  to  the  men,  although  the  howling  of  the 
wind,  and  the  creaking  of  the  blocks,  guns,  and 
bulkheads,  prevented  her  being  certain  it  was 
his  voice  that  she  had  heard ;  but  the  fency  had 
proved  a  solace  to  her  heart,  although  she  lay 
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in  a  feverish  and  anxious  hope  that  she  should 
every  minute  have  an  opportunity  to  inquire 
into  the  situation  of  the  Captain  and  of  the 
ship.  Her  attendant  had,  from  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  storm,  been  extended  on  the  deck, 
perfectly  unconscious  of  all  that  happened,  only 
answering  the  inquiries  of  her  mistress  with 
heavy  groans  and  moanings,  which  indicated 
both  fright  and  pain.  Miss  Mehose  listened, 
and  several  times  thought  she  heard  a  tap  at 
her  cabin  door,  but  was  each  time  disappointed, 
and  could  scarcely  believe  the  one  she  did 
now  hear  to  be  reality ;  and  how  her  heart  beat 
when  she  heard  the  sound  of  Captain  Under- 
n^ood's  voice  once  more,  asking  in  a  calm, 
tfoothing  tone,  how  she  felt,  and  if  she  had 
Buffexed  severely  from  the  violence  of  the 
weather. 

This  manner  of  addressing  had  the  effect  of 
cheering  the  spirits  of  Amelia ;  and  it  was  with 
additional  satisfaction  she  heard,  that,  although 
there  was  no  probability  of  the  storm  imme- 


216  THE  INDIAMAN. 

dately  abating,  and  that  the  ship  had  suffered 
a  little  from  casualties,  she  still,  to  use  the 
Captain's  expression,  ^'  rode  over  the  waters 
like  a  duck." 

Miss  Mekose  did  not  fail  to  caution  her 
lover  from  exposing  himself  too  much  to  the 
dangers  of  the  storm ;  and  urged  him  to  curb 
that  adventurous  spirit  which  only  despisee 
danger  the  more  as  it  becomes  the  more  im- 
minent 

"  I  will  think  of  you,  my  Amelia,"  replied 
the  Captain,  '^  throughout  this  battle  of  the 
winds  and  waves ;  so  be  comforted,  my  dearest, 
when  I  say  all  is  safe.  Do  you  require  any- 
thing that  I  can  procure  for  you  ?" 

"  No,"  answered  the  young  lady,  *'  I  want 
nothing  but  from  time  to  time  to  hear  of  your 
safety ;  my  anxiety  is  upon  that  point  only." 

Captain  Underwood  repeated  his  assurances 
of  the  utmost  caution ;  and  taking  leave,  re- 
sumed his  station  on  the  quarter-deck. 

It  was  only  from  the  knowledge  of  the  nauti- 
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cal  ignorance  of  Miss  Melrose^  and  his  wish  for 
her  peace  of  mind,  that  the  Captain  would  have 
ventured  upon  such  a  &lse  explanation  of  the 
situation  of  the  ship.  He  knew  too  well  there 
was  but  little  hope  of  checking  the  leak ;  and 
should  the  storm  continue,  the  gradual  destruc- 
tion of  the  William  Tell  must  inevitably  ensue. 
The  injury  the  ship  had  sustsdned  forward  was 
such  as  to  baffle  all  attempts  to  repair.  The 
shock  when  the  doomed  wreck  of  the  strange 

« 

ship  was  sent  to  the  bottom,  likewise  sealed  the 
fete  of  the  William  Tell.  What  good  could 
arise  from  communicating  this  sad  fact  to  the 
unconscious  passengers?  It  would  only  in- 
crease their  distress,  without  any  possible  ad- 
vantage; and  surely,  situated  as  they  were, 
ignorance  was  bliss. 

The  bodies  of  the  four  seamen  who  had  lost 
their  lives  by  being  crushed  under  the  fallen 
foremast  were  placed  in  their  separate  ham- 
mocks, and  sewn  up;  two  heavy  shot  being 
fastened  to  the  feet  of  each  body,  and  a  bag 
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filled  with  sand  placed  under  the  head  to  in- 
sure the  immediate  sinking  of  the  corpse  when 
launched  into  the  deep.  Although  the  storm 
was  still  raging  with  the  greatest  fury,  and  the 
ship's  crew  were  employed  to  the  very  utmost 
of  their  strength,  every  part  of  the  duty  was 
knocked  off,  excepting  the  work  at  the  pumps, 
the  clank  of  which  was  a  sufficiently  melan- 
choly sound  without  the  addition  of  any  other 
funeral  knell ;  yet  every  rite  was  strictly  per- 
formed, for  the  huge  bell  in  the  galley  was 
struck  at  lengthened  intervals,  as  a  signal  to 
summon  the  people  to  attend  the  lamentable 
office  of  witnessing  the  remains  of  then*  de- 
parted shipmates  being  committed  to  the  deep. 
The  entrance  to  the  lee-gangway  was  cleared 
away,  and  two  of  the  bodies  were  placed  side 
by  side  on  one  of  the  longest  gratings,  with  a 
rope,  or  whip,  attached  to  the  end  thereof 
The  crew  stood  by  uncovered,  the  officers  in 
the  centre,  surrounded  by  the  people,  while 
Captain  Underwood,  in  an  impressive  manner. 
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read  the  ftineral  service.  As  he  proceeded, 
many  a  hand  as  hard  as  oak  was  drawn  across  a 
tearful  eye  as  a  messmate  or  Mend  gazed  upon 
the  canvas  which  contained  the  mutDated 
bodies,  the  blood  from  which  still  oozed  forth 
and  stained  the  grating  upon  which  they  were 
laid ;  and  when  the  words,  "  commit  our  be- 
loved  brothers  to  the  deep,"  were  uttered,  the 
rising  of  the  inner  part  of  the  grating,  the  con- 
sequent  shooting  of  the  bodies  overboard,  and 
the  last  splash  as  they  met  the  waters,  called 
up  the  latent  but  kindest  feelings  from  the 
recesses  of  the  seaman's  heart.  Many  an  eye 
dropped  a  tear  which  had  scarcely  known  such 
a  feeling  before ;  and  some,  who  felt  the  tie  of 
friendship  now  more  severely  severed  than 
others,  strained  forward  their  necks  to  obtain  a 
last  look  as  the  bodies  rose  once  again  pre- 
viously to  seeking  the  unfathomable  depths 
below.  The  other  two  were  launched  over- 
board in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same 
ceremony,  and  were  received  into  the  insatiate 
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mass  of  water}  which  closed  over  them,  leaving 
not  the  slightest  vestige  of  a  grave. 

"  Toll  for  the  brave— 
The  brave  that  are  no  more ; 
All  sunk  bentath  the  wave. 
Far  from  their  native  shore." 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

''  Full  fi^ithom  five  thy  fkther  lies ; 
Of  his  bones  are  coral  made ; 
Those  are  pearls  that  were  his  eyes ; 
Nothing  of  him  that  doth  fade 
But  doth  suffer  a  sea  change/' 

The  Tempest. 

The  ship  continued  in  this  deplorable  condition 
for  two  days,  drifting  towards  the  land,  and 
making  very  Httle  headway  to  enable  her  to 
clear  it.  The  people  had  worked  with  a  good 
will  both  in  pumping  and  baling,  but  now  were 
dreadfuUy  fatigued.  The  Lascars,  who  formed 
part  of  the  crew,  had  for  some  time  avoided 
giving  any  assistance,  and  endeavoured  to  con- 
ceal themselves  in  various  parts  of  the  ship. 
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until  they  were  dragged  forth  by  main  force, 
and  compelled  to  take  their  share  of  the  ardu- 
ous duties  by  the  threats  and  blows  of  their 
English  shipmates.  The  guns  were  thrown 
overboard  to  lighten  the  ship ;  but  although  it 
eased  her,  it  did  not  prove  of  much  service ; 
and  as  the  people  became  more  and  more  en- 
feebled, the  leak  increased.  All  woidd  not  do. 
To  get  the  ship  back  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  was  out  of  the  question,  as  she  certainly 
would  not  float  much  longer.  Captain  Under- 
wood saw,  with  great  grief  and  mortification, 
that  the  only  chance  which  remained  of  saving 
the  cargo  and  the  lives  of  the  passengers  and 
crew,  was  to  bear  up,  and  run  the  ship  on  shore 
in  some  creek,  or  bay,  on  the  island  of  Mada- 
gascar, where  smooth  water  might  be  found. 
He  therefore  called  the  officers  together,  and 
communicated  his  intentions  to  them.  They 
were  unanimously  of  the  same  opinion  that 
there  was  no  other  alternative,  as  the  ship  was 
filling  so  &st,  she  was  evidently  going  down. 
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It  was  afterwards  proposed  by  Mr.  Barker^ 
that  the  ship  should  not  be  abandoned  until  the 
last  moment,  and  the  people  then  to  take  to 
the  boats ;  but  this  was  overruled  by  the  rest  of 
the  officers,  because  if  that  plan  were  adopted, 
they  would  not  only  have  to  encounter  thie 
danger  of  the  boats  not  being  able  to  live  in  so 
heavy  a  sea,  loaded  as  they  would  be  by  the 
crew,  but  all  chance  of  saving  part  of  the  valu- 
able cai^  would  likewise  be  given  up;  and 
Captain  Underwood  had  the  interest  of  his 
owners  at  heart,  and  was  determined  to  do  them 
justice  at  all  events. 

The  land  was  in  sight  when  the  helm  was 
put  up,  and  all  sail  made  that  could  be  set  to 
force  the  ship  through  the  water.  Some  of  the 
more  hardy  of  the  men  still  continued  to  bale 
and  pump ;  some  began  to  prepare  the  boats, 
and  to  construct  rafts  from  the  bodms  to  enable 
them  to  reach  the  shore;  while  others,  more 
weak  and  less  courageous,  laid  themselves  down 
in  their  hammocks,  and  there  in  silent  despair 
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awaited  their  &te.  There  was  a  prevailing 
feeling  among  some  to  dress  themselves  in  their 
best  apparel^  putting  on  everything  that  they 
had  which  was  of  the  least  value,  even  to  five  or 
six  shirts,  one  over  the  other,  thereby  throwing 
away  the  chance  of  saving  their  lives  by  swim- 
ming. A  few  of  the  most  worthless  broke  into 
the  spirit  room,  and  were  drowned,  while  in  a 
state  of  beastly  intoxication,  by  the  water  flow- 
ing over  them,  as  the  ship  filled  without  their 
being  able  to  move. 

While  the  William  Tell  continued  to  approach 
the  land.  Captain  Underwood  joined  for  a  short 
time  the  passengers  in  the  cabin,  to  communi- 
cate the  intelligence  of  the  dreadfiil  resolution 
he  had  been  compelled  to  adopt  He  found 
Miss  Melrose  in  the  same  cabin  with  her  father 
and  Mrs.  Willis.  They  were  on  their  knees 
praying  to  Almighty  God  to  extend  his  pro- 
tection to  them  in  this  awfid  hour  of  danger, 
or,  if  it  was  His  will  that  they  should  perish, 
that  their  sins  might  be  forgiven  them,  through 
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the  merits  of  Christ,  who  had  suffered  for  their 
sake.  The  noise  of  opening  the  cabin  door 
withdrew  their  attention,  and  the  Captain  pre- 
pared them,  in  the  most  encouraging  manner  he 
could  assume,  for  the  difficulties  they  must 
unavoidably  encounter.  He  urged  them,  in  the 
strongest  language  he  was  master  of,  to  act  by 
his  advice  as  the  best  means  of  saving  their 
lives;  and  he  took  the  opportunity  to  say  to 
Miss  Melrose,  unheard  by  the  others,  "  Courage, 
my  dear  Amelia ;  we  live  or  die  together." 

Having  offered  as  much  consolation  to  the 
affiighted  ladies  as  the  circumstances  would 
permit,  the  Captain  once  more  returned  to  the 
quarterdeck,  and  issued  his  orders  with  a  cool- 
ness and  determination  of  manner  which  in- 
spired fresh  ardour  into  the  breasts  of  his  men. 
It  is  the  storm  which  summons  forth  and  dis- 
plays  the  address  of  the  seaman.  It  is  at  a  time 
like  this  when  true  courage  will  display  itself; 
when  the  danger  is  imminent,  and  the  prospect 
to  the  last  degree  threatening,  then   will  the 
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true  British  sailor  shew  the  high  qualities  he 
possesses  —  qualities  which  have  raised  his 
country's  fame  to  the  highest  pitch  of  renown^ 
and  prevented  his  native  soil  from  being  pressed 
by  the  foot  of  a  foreign  {be. 

The  ship  continued  gradually  to  settle  in  the 
water  as  she  neared  the  land^  so  much  so,  as  to 
render  it  doubtful  whether  she  would  float  even 
until  they  could  run  her  on  shore.  The  Cap- 
tain and  officers  were  looking  anxiously  with 
their  glasses  trying  to  discover  any  place  where 
shelter  from  the  wind  and  sea  could  be  obtained ; 
but  the  coast  appeared  lofty  and  iron-abound, 
frowning  upon  the  wreck  both  defiance  and  de- 
struction. At  length  a  projecting  point  of  land 
was  observed,  and  there  it  was  decided  that  the 
awfiil  catastrophe  should  take  place. 

The  heavy  water-logged  mass  of  wreck,  for- 
merly the  good  ship  William  Tell,  (alas  I  how 
changed  by  sad  misfortune  in  so  short  a  time !) 
was  steered  towards  this  spot ;  and  as  she  came 
close  to  the  land,  she  gave  a  heavy  lurch  or 
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two,  which  caused  a  cry  from  many  that  the 
ship  was  going  down.  So  awful  an  announce- 
ment reached  the  ears  of  the  passengers  in  the 
cabin,  who  rushed  on  deck;  and  Captain 
Underwood  had  just  time  to  receive  Amelia  in 
his  arms,  to  prevent  her  from  falUng,  when  the 
William  Tell  struck  the  ground  with  great  vio- 
lence. The  sea  uplifted  her,  and  the  shock  was 
even  greater.  She  then  swung  round  with  her 
larboard  broadside  towards  the  shore,  and  the 
mainmast  feU  with  a  heavy  crash  directly  over 
the  gangway. 

A  hope  had  been  entertained  that  the  inha- 
bitants might  have  observed  the  ship,  and  would 
come  down  to  afford  some  assistance ;  but  not 
a  soul  was  to  be  seen,  nor  any  signs  of  residence 
to  shew  this  part  of  the  coast  was  inhabited :  it 
was  not,  as  was  afterwards  ascertained. 

It  appeared  evident  that  the  ship  could  not 
long  withstand  the  violence  with  which  she  was 
beating  on  the  rocks ;  therefore  it  became  im- 
perative that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  launch- 
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ing  the  boats :  the  cutter  was  the  first,  and  the 
moment  she  was  in  the  water,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  men  got  into  her,  more  were  foUowing, 
not  heeding  the  commands  of  Captain  Under- 
wood, but  were  checked  and  prevented,  by  force, 
by  the  other  officers.  Mr.  Titterton,  however, 
accompanied  by  his  valet,  insisted  on  going,  and 
contrived  to  make  their  way  in  before  the  boat 
was  shoved  oflF,  Every  eye  was  anxiously  strained, 
watching  the  boat  as  with  difficulty  she  was  got 
clear  of  the  ship ;  the  men  rowed  steadily  and 
well  towards  the  land;  they  neared  the  surf 
which  broke  violently  on  the  beach ;  the  fi»il 
bark  was  next  seen  on  the  top  of  a  white  boil- 
ing wave,  which  hurried  her  along  with  the 
swiftness  of  an  arrow  from  a  bow ;  she  was  again 
seen,  but  turned  completely  over. 

With  a  feeling  of  indescribable  anxiety  every 
one  watched  the  fate  of  this  first  attempt  to 
reach  the  shore ;  and  some  had  reason  to  con- 
gratulate themselves  that  their  impatience  had 
been  restrained :  two  or  three  men  were  seen 
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Straggling  in  the  breakers;  a  few  reached  the 
beach  with  great  difficulty,  apparently  much 
bruised  and  injured ;  the  rest  perished. 

Disheartened  by   this  failure   to    save    the 
people,  it  was  agreed  that  another  place  should 
be  attempted,  a  little  more  to  the  left ;  the  long- 
boat was  therefore  prepared,  and  was  quickly 
filled  with  men.     Mr.  Barker  asked   and   ob- 
tained from  the  Captain  permission  to  conduct 
this  enterprise,  and  he  promised  faithfully,  that 
should  he  succeed  he  would  certainly  return  to 
the  ship  with   a  few  picked  men  to  assist  in 
taking  off  the  passengers  and  more  of  the  people. 
Fortune  was  more  kind  this  time  than  the  last ; 
the  long-boat,  being  of  a  much  stronger  bmld 
than  the  cutter,  bore  the  first  shock,  as  the  surf 
left  her,  without  going  to  pieces,  and  the  second 
breaker  carried  her  so  high  up,  that  the  people 
all  escaped  unharmed  excepting  two,  who  were 
killed  by   the   boat  going  over  them  in  their 
eagerness  to  jump  out.     Mr.  Barker,  according 
to  his  promise,  now  attempted  to  launch  the 
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long-boat,  and  ^th  his  picked  men  to  return  to 
the  ship;  but  all  the  force  they  could  bring 
was  unable  to  move  her.  Another  cutter  was 
got  ready  on  board  of  the  William  Tell,  which 
was  manned  with  equal  celerity  by  the  unthink- 
ing seamen. 

Anxious  as  Captain  Underwood  naturally 
was  for  the  safety  of  his  passengers,  he  would 
not  advise  them  to  leave  the  wreck  by  this  con- 
veyance; the  &te  of  the  other  cutter  was 
uppermost  in  his  imagination,  and  although  it 
appeared  certain  that  the  long-boat  had  met 
with  partial  success  at  the  second  landing-place, 
still  she  did  not  return  as  Mr.  Barker  had  pro- 
mised :  something  wrong  must  have  taken  place, 
for  the  word  and  courage  of  that  officer  had 
never  been  formerly,  and  was  not  now,  in  time 
of  danger,  to  be  questioned 

The  cutter  therefore  put  off  from  the  ship 
and  rowed  for  the  shore  to  where  the  long-boat 
had  made  good  her  landing;  she  was  borne 
aloft  on  the  surf  as  the  former  boat  had  been. 
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and  was  likewise  overset^  but  the  consequences, 
though  fatal,  were  much  less  so  than  before. 

A  seaman   named  Evans  had  arrived  safely 
on  shore  in  the  long-boat,  and  he  stood  upon 
the  beach  when  the  second  cutter  approached 
the  surf,  and  plainly  distinguished  his  father  as 
one  among  the  many  who  were  in  peril ;  he  ob- 
served the  old  man  struggling  with  the  waves 
when  the  boat  was  capsized — then  seized  an 
oar,  and  with  a  cry  to  the  very  extent  of  his 
power  of  "  Father  1  father  1"  he  rushed  into  the 
surf;  the  old  man,  it  is  imagined,  heard  the 
voice  of  his  son,  as  he  seemed  to  redouble  his 
exertions  to  come  near  him ;  the  son  was  like- 
wise doing  almost  more  than  man  to  reach  his 
father  and  give  him  assistance,  but,  just  as  he 
drew  near,  and  was  about  to  thrust  the  oar  into 
the  grasp  of  his  father  for  a  support,  a  heavy 
surf  separated  them ;  the  young  man  was  dashed 
upon  the  beach  with  a  leg  broken,  and   the 
father  was  afterwards  washed  on  shore  a  corpse. 
With  this  exception,  the  crew  of  the  second 
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cutter  escaped,  having  been  materially  assisted 
by  those  who  were  already  on  shore. 

The  ship  now  became  in  a  more  precarious 
situation;  the  violent  shocks  she  had  received 
had  knocked  her  bottom  out,  and  the  wreck 
had  gradually  approached  somewhat  nearer  the 
shore,  when  she  turned  upon  her  larboard  side 
and  separated,  abaft  the  chesstree ;  those  on 
board  had  consequently  no  resource  but  to  get 
outside  on  the  quarter  deck  and  forecastle  bul- 
warks, the  fore  and  main  channels  breaking  the 
water  off  partially,  as  the  sea  now  made  a  clean 
breach  over  all,  every  wave.  About  this  time 
some  of  the  people,  it  is  feared,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  liquor,  attempted  to  swim  on  shore  and 
were  drowned. 

Captain  Underwood  lashed  Miss  Melrose  to 
the  inside  of  the  main  channels ;  it  became  my 
painful  duty  to  protect  Mrs.  Willis,  while  Mr. 
Melrose  undertook  the  charge  of  her  child. 
Mr.  Swallowtail  was  not  far  off,  his  grim  but 
good-natured  phiz  even  now  appearing  to  defy 


THE   INDIAMAN.  233 

the  power  of  the  storm,  but  casting  an  eye 
every  now  and  then  on  the  group  still  further 
aft,  in  whom  he  appeared  to  take  an  immense 
interest. 

Every  one  expected,  and  naturally  looked  for, 
the  return  of  the  long-boat,  the  only  apparent 
hope  of  safety,  as  the  jolly-boat  was  the  only 
one  remaining.  Some  parties  of  five  or  six  men 
left  the  ship  upon  small  rafts,  and  with  few 
exceptions  they  reached  the  shore,  assisted  by 
the  wind  and  their  shipmates  who  had  landed. 
Two  hours  passed  away  in  this  wretched  man- 
ner— the  lives  of  those  clinging  to  the  wreck 
being  in  the  very  jaws  of  the  devoiuing  ele- 
ment— still  the  long-boat  did  not  return. 

Although  Mr.  Melrose,  as  before  observed, 
was  a  dotingly  fond  father,  he  did  not  suffer 
his  feelings  so  far  to  overcome  him  as  to  inter- 
fere with  the  imremitting  exertions  of  Captain 
Underwood  for  the  better  safety  of  Amelia, 
now  that  the  danger  they  were  placed  in  had 
increased.     He  prayed  to  God  for  her  ultimate 
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deliverance^  or  that  if  she  were   doomed  to 

perish  he  mi^t  not  be  fitted  to  survive  her. 

He  knew  that  her  present  protector  was  more 
able^  both  from  youth  and  experience^  at  a  time 

like  this,  than  he  could  hope  to  be,  unused  as 
he  was  to  danger,  and  nursed  as  he  had  been  in 
the  lap  of  ease,  so  he  besought  the  Captain, 
with  an  impresdveness  somewhat  beyond  any 
previous  excitement,  not  to  abandon  his  dear 
child.  "  Save  her,  my  good  friend,  oh !  save 
her, — ^she  is  the  stajBPand  joy  of  my  coming  age ; 
only  save  her,  and  all  in  the  world  which  I 
possess  is  too  little  to  requite  you,"  exclaimed 
the  poor  and  anxious  father  when  he  fancied 
his  daughter  began  to  droop. 

"  With  the  blessing  of  God,  Sir,  I  will  afford 
your  daughter  every  protection  in  my  power," 
answered  the  Captain,  ^^  and  will  never  more 
leave  her  while  I  live;  so  have  patience,  my 
good  Sir;  Mr.  Barker  will  be  here  with  the 
long-boat  soon,  and  we  shall  all  get  on  shore 
s£cfe  enough." 
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Although  this  assertion  was  made  in  a  cheer- 
ful tone.  Captain  Underwood  had  no  such  hope : 
his  experience  rendered  him  ftdly  aware  that 
some  accident  had  occurred  to  prevent  his  chief 
officer  from  bringing  assistance. 

Mr.  Barker,  although  not  successful,  had  not 
been  idle ;  with  the  addition  of  strength  he  had 
received  firom  those  who  had  escaped  in  the 
second  cutter,  he  once  more  attempted  to  launch 
the  long-boat,  upon  which  the  hopes  of  those 
upon  the  wreck  depended.  After  great  exer- 
tion they  contrived  to  raise  her  from  her  bilge, 
upright  on  the  keel,  and  then  had  the  mortifi- 
tion  to  perceive  there  was  a  large  hole  which 
had  been  knocked  completely  through  the 
bottom  by  a  fragment  of  rock  upon  which  the 
boat  had  struck,  and  upon  which  she  had  after- 
wards been  resting.  Mr.  Barker  was  by  this 
untoward  chance  totally  unable  to  redeem  his 
pledge ;  this  rendered  him  nearly  frantic,  as  he 
felt  assured  the  suffering  ladies  would  imagine 
he  had  intentionally  abandoned  them  at  a  time 
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when  his  assistance  was  so  urgently  required, 
and  when  their  strongest  hope  of  succour  must 
be  through  him. 

He  knew  not  what  to  do — ^the  other  boats 
which  had  reached  the  shore  were  quite  dis« 
abled,  they  would  not  float,  and  the  disap- 
pointed  officer  had  not  even  the  means  of  making 
a  signal  to  the  wreck  to  let  them  know  how 
unfortunately  he  was  placed,  and  how  very 
helpless  he  had  been  rendered.  How  gladly 
would  he  have  changed  places  with  any  one 
still  encountering  the  danger;  despair  was  in 
his  heart  at  being  compelled  to  be  an  useless 
observer  of  events  from  the  beach,  instead  of  an 
active  co-operator,  when  his  strongest  desire  was 
to  be  aiding  those  on  the  wreck  whose  lives 
seemed  dependent  upon  his  exertions. 

Both  Mrs.  Willis  and  Miss  Melrose  had 
hitherto  behaved  with  great  resignation,  and 
had  listened  eagerly  to  every  hope  held  out  by 
their  protectors  of  their  ultimate  rescue ;  they 
had  indeed  borne  their  sufferings  with  uncommon 
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fortitude^  until  the  latter  was  compelled  to  com- 
plain of  the  uneasiness  of  her  posture,  assuring 
the  Ciqptain  of  the  impossibility  of  her  longer 
enduring  the  pain  occasioned  by  it  Her  lover 
immediately  endeavoured  by  moving  her,  to 
afford  some  ease,  and  in  his  eager  anxiety  for 
her  relief,  for  a  brief  time  forgot  what  was  due 
to  himself,  as  a  heavy  surf  at  this  moment 
broke  directly  over  the  wreck,  which  swept 
away  the  Captain  from  his  Amelia's  side,  and 
also  Mr.  Melrose  with  the  child  in  his  arms. 

Both  ladies  observed  this  melancholy  acci- 
dent with  feelings  of  the  most  piercing  agony ; 
unable  to  speak,  they  lifted  up  their  eyes  and 
hands  to  Heaven,  and  then  sank  into  a  state  of 
insensibility. 

"  The  Captain's  grog  is  stopped  for  sartain," 
exclaimed  Mr.  Swallowtail, — "  and  Lord  have 
mercy  on  us,  it's  all  along  of  woman  too  I — ^the 
devil  d — ^n  the  sex,  there  is  never  nothing  but 
mischief  wherever  they  come,  why  the  h — 11 
don't  they  stop  on   shore  and  stitch,  it's  all 
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they're  good  for:  -and  the  respectable  gentle- 
man her  father,  too,  staffing  for  fish,  poor  old 
fellow!  and  the  blessed  baby! — oh!  murder! 
but  this  is  the  worst  go  of  all  yet" 
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CHAPTER  XVL 


*^  She  rose,  she  sprung,  she  clung  to  bis  embrace. 
Till  his  heart  heaved  beneath  her  hidden  face. 
Her  long  fair  hair  lay  floating  o*er  his  arms. 
In  aU  the  v^ildness  of  dishevelled  charms." 

Byron. 

The  last  speech  which  involuntarily  escaped 
from  the  lips  of  Mr.  Swallowtail  was  called 
forth  by  his  sorrow  for  the  deplorable  accident 
which  at  that  moment  took  place^  and  not  from 
any  disrespect  or  unkindness  towards  Miss 
Melrose,  or  any  want  of  pity  for  her  distressing 
situation :  indeed,  it  was  quite  otherwise.  But 
he  had  been  betrayed  into  the  momentary  feel- 
ing by  seeing  the  gallant  sailor,  his  Captain, 
swept  away  while  endeavouring   to  administer 
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to  the  young  lady's  earnest  wish  to  be  freed 
from  the  pain  she  felt  usable  to  endure. 

Mr.  Swallowtail  had  kept  four  of  the  best  of 
the  crew  by  him,  who  seemed  tacitly  inclined 
to  share  his  fate.  They  were  all  forecastle  men, 
hard-a-weather  seamen,  used  to  many  a  storm, 
and  to  brave  those  storms  fearlessly,  and  until 
now  successfully.  He  said  a  few  words  to  these 
gallant  fellows,  and  then  made  his  way  to  where 
Miss  Melrose  was  lashed. 

The  eflFects  of  the  heavy  sea  which  had  over- 
whelmed the  Captain,  Mr.  Melrose,  and  the 
infant,  had  not  been  imobserved  by  me,  but  I 
was  so  placed  that  I  could  not  leave  the  object 
of  my  care,  who  was  now  most  certainly  child- 
less. It  was,  therefore,  a  great  relief,  when  I 
perceived  Mr.  Swallowtail  coming  towards  the 
other  fair  sufferer,  as  fast  as  he  could,  and  place 
himself  by  her  side.  I  then  had  it  in  my  power 
to  bestow  more  attention  to  restore  Mrs.  Willis 
from  the  fainting  fit  into  which  she  had  fallen. 

Mr.  Swallowtail,  as  he  crawled  and  pushed 


THE   INDIAMAN.  241 

his  way  to  the  main  channels^  broke  out  into  a 
soliloquy,  a  matter  of  course  with  him,  let  him 
have  whatever  it  might  be  to  do ;  and,  with  all 
the  rough  boatswain's  qualities  and  fondness  for 
romance,  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  he  was 
absolutely  convinced  that  he  had  been  able  to 
talk  while  under  the  water,  seven  &thoms  deep, 
as  he  had  so  gravely  asserted  in  the  early  part 
of  the  voyage,  although,  from  having  repeated 
that  story  so  often,  he  was  frequently  so  thrown 
off  his  guard  as  to  entertain  an  idea  that  some- 
thing of  the  sort  had  really  taken  place. 

Mr.  Swallowtail  exclaimed,  "  Now,  by  all  the 
dark  powers  of  a  fiercer  storm,  which  has  de- 
stroyed many  as  stout  a  ship  as  this — ^hallo! 
hold  fast  my  hearty — (here  he  grappled  one  of 
the  dead-eyes,  to  prevent  the  sea  from  taking 
effect  upon  him  as  it  broke  over  the  wreck) — 
it  never  shall  be  said  that  Peter  Swallowtail 
didn't  do  his  duty  to  a  woman  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, and — d — n  I — (here  he  knocked  his 
shin  against  an  eye-bolt,  which  he  had  not  per- 
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ceived) — I  will  not  see  that  lovely,  pretty  creettir 
drownedlikeablindpuppy,  while  there  is  one  drop 
of  warm  blood  in  this  old  weather-beaten  body ; 
so  come  along — ^heave  a-head,  Peter.  She  would 
rather  have  had  the  Captain,  God  help  him,  to 
look  arter  her  instead  of  me ;  but  as  it  is,  she 
must  take  the  best  she  can  get,  worse  luck !" 
With  these  words,  he  reached  the  place  to  which 
Miss  Melrose  was  fastened.  She  was  still  in- 
sensible. 

Mr.  Swallowtail  had  never  heard  of  such  a 
thing  as  fainting  away.  It  was  as  foreign  as 
fear  to  his  nature.  He  therefore  imagined  it 
might  be  possible  the  young  lady  was  absorbed 
in  prayer.  He  took  her  hand ;  it  was  cold  and 
clammy;  a  thought  flashed  across  the  boat- 
swain's mind ;  it  was  momentary,  and  he  was 
then  on  his  knees  beside  the  lovely  girl.  He 
intended  to  pray,  but  immediately  became  con- 
fused, for  to  tell  a  painful  truth,  the  old  sailor's 
religion  was  somewhat  out  of  repair.  He  had 
never  been  a  church-^ oing  man ;  and  although 
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he  possessed  all  the  animal,  he  had  none  of  the 
spiritual  qualities  of  the  sailor.  He  had  neg« 
lected  to  seek  that  grace  from  above,  as  too 
many  of  his  calling  are  wont  to  do,  which  can 
only  be  obtained  by  constant  prayer  and  de- 
votion. 

Here  lay  the  difficulty,  for  a  set  prayer  Mr. 
Swallowtail  knew  not,  but  he  shut  his  eyes  for 
a  minute,  shook  his  head,  and  did  his  best 

It  is  feared  the  character  of  the  old  boatswain 
may  suffer  by  this  method  of  action;  but  he 
thought  very  differently,  as  he  imagined  he  had 
done  great  things :  then,  starting  from  his  knees, 
he  called  in  a  loud  voice  to  me,  '^  Sir,  will  you 
do  a  deed  to  save  your  convoy,  and  follow  me  ?" 

"  I  will,"  answered  I,  "  to  the  utmost  you 
dare." 

'^  Come  along,  then,"  said  the  boatswain, 
*^  and  the  devil  take  the  hindmost  I" 

His  sharp  knife  instantly  severed  the  rope 
which  had  fastened  Miss  Melrose,  and  had  been 
her  safeguard.    He  shouldered  his  burthen  with 
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very  little  trouble,  passing  his  left  ana  round  her 
to  keep  her  firm,  aud  in  this  manner  b^an  to 
lower  himself  down  to  where  the  mainmast  still  lay 
over  the  larboard  gangway,  as  befixre  described. 
I  followed  the  hardy  old  tar  as  &st  as  I  could, 
my  charge  being  somewhat  more  weighty.  The 
four  seamen  who  had  been  instructed  by  Mr. 
Swallowtail  had  floated  the  jolly-boat,  and  were 
hauling  her  up  carefully  to  the  wreck  of  the  main- 
mast The  veteran  sat  himselfacross  the  mast,  as 
a  brewer's  man  would  bestride  a  dray-horse,  and 
assisted  himself  out,  by  holding  upon  the  strag- 
gling ri^ng,  until  he  was  up  to  his  middle  in 
water.  He  was  enabled  to  maintain  this  posi- 
tion the  better,  as  the  hull  of  the  WiUiam  Tell 
served  as  a  breakwater.  The  jolly-boat  re- 
ceived us,  as  I  closely  followed  the  example  of 
my  leader.  A  small  hawser  was  then  fastened 
to  a  part  of  the  wreck,  and  the  boat  was  driven 
towards  the  shore  by  the  sea,  the  people  in  her 
keeping  her  bow  on,  as  the  heavy  waves  struck 
the  boat,  by  gradually  veering  on  the  hawser, 
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"mth  caution  and  attention  to  the  time  when  it 
was  most  needed.  This,  likewise,  assisted  the 
boat  through  the  surf;  and  it  is  the  best  and 
safest  way  of  effecting  a  landing  in  most  places, 
as  eveiy  seaman  must  know  who  has  made 
**  Deal  beach**  a  study  on  a  winter^s  day  in  a 
gale  of  wind, 

Mrs.  Willisy  although  dreadfully  afflicted,  had 
recovered  her  senses,  and  was  aware  she  was 
under  my  protection,  but  Miss  Mehxwe  re- 
mained insensible  to  the  equally  kind  efforts  of 
Mr.  Swallowtail.  Both  ladies,  however,  were 
placed  in  safety,  with  as  much  attention  and 
delicacy  as  present  circumstances  would  ad- 
mit of. 

Captain  Underwood,  Mr.  Melrose,  and  the 
child,  had  been  hurried  into  the  troubled  waters, 
and  were  to  all  appearance  lost  This  was  not 
exactly  the  case,  for  the  same  wave  which  ap- 
peared to  devote  all  of  them  to  destruction  had 
washed  overboard  one  of  the  davits,  (a  large 
piece  of  timber  used  wl^en  fishing  the  anchor,) 
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and  this  had  strack  so  violently  against  the 
Captain,  as  they  were  cairied  along  together 
by  the  surge,  that  he  coold  not  mistake  its  being 
something  substantial  Being  an  excellent 
swimmer,  he  was  enabled  to  seize  upon  it,  and 
from  his  strength,  courage,  and  address,  had  a 
forlorn  hope  of  reaching  the  shore.  He  looked 
round  towards  the  ship,  and  endeavoured  to 
wave  his  hand  as  a  signal  to  Amelia,  and  the 
others  on  board;  but  the  heavy  sea,  and  her 
having  fidnted,  combined  to  render  the  signal 
unavailing.  The  Captain  did  not  know  that 
Mr.  Melrose  and  the  in&nt  had  so  &r  shared 
his  fitte ;  but  they  did  not  meet  with  his  good 
fortune  in  finding  support,  as  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  were  ever  again  seen. 

The  jolly-boat  having  made  so  successful  a 
trip  to  the  shore,  inspired  a  hope  that  she  might 
again  be  used  to  advantage.  She  was  therefore 
manned  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Barker,  who 
insisted  on  returning  to  the  wreck  now,  as  he 
had  before  been  unable,  and  was  preparing  to 
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haul  aS  by  the  hawser,  when  an  object  was 

discovered  near  the  sur^  sometunes  rising,  then 

again  lost  to  the  sight.     Those  who  had  been  a 

few  hours  on  shore,  and  were  partly  recovered 

from  their  £Ettigue,  lent  their  aid  to  get  the  boat 

once  more  through  the  sur£     Mr.  Swallowtail, 

who  had  been  looking  attentively  at  the  floating 

object  in  the   distance,   suddenly  called  out, 

'*  Bear  a  hand,  my  hearts  of  oak,  for,  by  the 

hide  of  my  grandfather  I  there  is  our  skipper 

adrift,  with  no  more  command  of  his  helm  than 

a  noddy  without  a  taiL    Let  me  come  with  you, 

Mr.  Barker.   Here,  you  Jack  Nasty-face,  tip  us 

your  fin,"  he  continued,  as  he  laid  fast  hold  of 

the  seaman  next  to  him,  to  assist  himself  into 

t 
the  boat 

By  hauling  off  on  the  hawser,  with  the  help 
of  the  oars  and  two  men  constantly  baling,  they 
with  difficulty  reached  the  object  of  their  wishes; 
and  but  just  in  time,  as  the  Captain  (for  it  was 
he,  as  Mr.  Swallowtail  had  said)  was  nearly  ex- 
hausted ;  his  senses  and  strength  were  all  but 
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gone.  Had  fire  minntfai  more  elapsed  previoas 
to  the  arriTal  of  the  boat,  he  certainlj  had  been 
drowned*  They  dragged  hun  into  the  boat, 
and  retomed  with  him  to  the  shore,  while  he 
was  half  nnconscioiis  of  his  providential  escape. 
Fortanately  for  those  still  on  board  the  re- 
mains of  the  William  Tell,  the  jolly4x>at  was 
hauled  off  several  times  with  success;  and  at 
each  trip  rescued  three  or  four  people.  There 
was  still  a  di£Scult  part  to  accomplish,  which 
was  to  remove  those  men  who  were  incapable 
of  asensdng  themselves,  firom  the  wounds  they 
had  received  when  the  foremast  felL  Through 
the  intrepid  conduct  of  some  of  their  messmates, 
a  few  were  saved*  Two  who  had  been  more 
dangerously  hurt  than  their  companions  in- 
sisted on  taking  their  chance  of  being  removed 
to  the  shore,  although  informed  that  certain 
death  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  attempt ; 
but  they  preferred  meeting  their  fitte  in  the  arms 
of  their  messmates,  who  came  to  assist  them, 
than  to  undergo  the  feeling  of  increasing  anxiety 
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and  horror,  as  the  ship  would  gradually  go  to 
pieces  during  the  night,  for  such  they  imagined 
must  inevitably  be  the  case.  These  poor  fel- 
lows died  OB  being  removed. 

The  wind  had  become  more  moderate  during 
the  evening,  and  the  rain  had  ceased,  which 
assisted  the  endeavours  to  save  the  otherwise 
doomed  vn:«tches-;  and  by  sunset  the  wreck  was 
left  untenanted.  Yet,  not  a  store  of  any  kind 
was  saved,  not  a  morsel  of  provision,  nor  an 
article  of  covering  for  the  survivors,  excepting 
that  which  they  by  chance  had  on. 

When  Captain  Underwood  was  brought  to 
the  shore,  Mr.  Barker  saw  him  placed  in  a 
secure  situation,  and  he  then  returned  to  the 
beach  to  renew  his  exertions  to  save  what  he 
could  from  the  wreck.  He  had  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  leave  a  lad  to  watch  over  the  Cap- 
tain, and  this  lad  was  desired  to  inform  Mr. 
Barker  when  his  commander  expressed  a  wish 
to  see  him.  From  over-&tigue  the  young 
sentinel  fell  asleep.    The  Captain,  being  gradu* 
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ally  restored  to  the  use  of  his  fiu;ulties  by  an 
hour's  refieshing  rest^  arose  unobserved,  and 
walked  to  some  little  distance,  until  he  came  to 
a  shady  and  secluded  spot,  formed  by  some 
lofty  raven  palm  trees.     Beneath  one  of  these 
Amelia  Melrose  reclined,  her  head  leaning  upon 
her  hand:    animation  had  been  restored,  and 
the  poor  girl  was  expressing  by  sobs  and  tears 
her  excessive  grief  for  her  twofold  loss.     The 
Captain  stopped  and  gazed  on  her  with  feelings 
of  the  most  intense  delight     While  thus  ab- 
sorbed,   Amelia  lifted  up  her  eyes,  and  by 
chance  fixed  them  on  the  form  of  her  drenched 
and   enervated   lover.      She    uttered   a  wild 
shriek,  and  immediately  rising,  ran  towards  him. 
She  stopped  when  within  a  few  paces  from 
where  he  stood,  something  doubting  his  reality ; 
but  his  voice  had  only  to  pronounce  her  beloved 
name,  and  the  next  moment  the  idol  of  his 
heart  was  locked  in  his  embrace.   All  ceremony, 
all  disguise  and  reserve,  were  here  thrown  aside. 
The  very  sight  of  the  being  she  loved  most  on 
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earth,  thus  rescued  from  a  watery  "jgrave,  made 
her  simply  the  child  of  nature.  She  passed  her 
hand  in  a  hurried  manner  over  her  lover's  face, 
her  fingers  through  his  hair,  which  she  threw 
back,  that  his  countenance  might  not  in  the 
l6ast  be  concealed  from  her  view,  and  endea- 
voured with  an  eager  fondness,  which  •  seemed 
to  border  on  insanity,  to  look  into  his  eyes  as 
if  to  catch  an  additional  assurance  of  his  exist- 
ence. 

The  Captain,  whose  heart  felt  ready  to  burst, 
in  vain  tried  to  address  her.  Each  time  that  he 
made  an  effort  to  speak,  he  felt  as  if  he  were 
choking,  his  voice  refusing  to  come  to  his  aid ; 
but  he  pressed  his  affianced  bride  to  his  heart, 
and  such  a  moment  of  joyousness  almost  repaid 
him  for  the  great  dangers  and  difficulties  he 
had  undergone. 

Amelia  first  found  utterance.  She  again 
passed  her  hand  across  her  lover's  forehead  and 
exclaimed,  "  Oh !  my  God !  what  happiness  is 
this !    I  dared  not  hppe  it  could  be  in  store  for 
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me  after  the  dreadful  disasters  we  have  escaped  T 
— ^here  she  suddenly  checked  herself;  her  voice 
faltered^  and  she  said  in  a  tone  of  touching  ten- 
demess,  '^  We^  indeed ! — ^but^  dearest,  tell  ine5 
oh  I  where  is  my  father  T  ., 

**  Your  father r  answered  the  Captain,  "my 
beloved  Amelia,  I  know  not  of  him*  When  I 
was  washed  overboard  by  the  heavy  sea  which 
broke  over  the  wreck,  and  was  hurried  away  to 
meet  my  fate,  where  death  alone  could  be  ex- 
pected, your  &ther  was  standing  by  your  side, 
with  the  infant  of  your  friend  entrusted  to  his 
care*    I  know  no  more  of  either.'' 

."  Alas !  alas  I"  ejaculated  Miss  Melrose, 
'^  then  is  my  poor  dear  &ther  lost  I  lost  for 
ever  I  And  the  child  likewise  I  For,  oh !  my 
love,  the  same  dreadful  sea  which  swept  you  to 
the  verge  of  destruction,  must  have  plunged 
them  into  its  bottomless  gul£" 

'  *'  I  were  more  than  man,"  said  Captain  Un- 
derwood to  himself,  "  did  I  bear  up  against  this 
unmoved;  yet  I  must  not  give  way  to  the  poig- 
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nancy  of  my  feelings :  my  duty  is  still  to  cheer 
and  to  command.'' 

Summoning  up  at  once  all  the  energy  of  his 
character,  he  led  the  unresisting  Amelia  to  the 
place  from  whence  •she  came,  and  there  found 
Mrs.  Willis,  who  directly  accosted  him,  but  not 
in  the  same  excited  manner  in  which  he  had 
previously  been  addressed  by  the  orphan  girl, 
who  loved  him;  but  in  a  serious  tone  the 
affiicted  lady  asked,  while  the  despair  in  her 
countenance  plainly  shewed  how  fruitless  she 
felt  the  question  to  be,  ''  Captain  Underwood, 
where  is  my  child  ?  Oh  I  where,  where  is  my 
child?'' 

"  Be  patient,  good  madam,"  replied  the  Cap- 
tain in  a  voice  which  evinced  the  deepest  feel- 
ing was  impresffed  upon  his  heart ;  ^^  I  know 
not ;  my  life  has  been  spared  by  little  less  than 
a  miracle ;  nor  did  I  hear  that  your  dear  infant 
had  been  washed  away  from  the  wreck,  imtil  Miss 
Melrose  just  now  acquainted  me  with  the  me- 
lancholy tidings.     I  have  done  all  in  my  power 
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to  preserve  the  many  lives  entrusted  to  my  care, 
the  remembrance  that  many  have  been  lost  will 
evermore  sit  heavy  at  my  heart;  this  wreck  has 
been  an  act  of  Providence.  Seamanship  could 
not  have  perceived,  nor  have  prevented  the 
awful  calamity ;  therefore.  Madam,  I  repeat,  be 
patient,  and  for  the  love  of  God  do  not  hold 
me  accountable  for  that  which  has  sprung  firom 
God  alone,  and  He  only  knows  whatever  is  is 
right" 

"  Ah !  Captain  Underwood,  what  you  say  is 
indeed  true.  I  blame  you  not,  but  you  cannot 
tell  how  severely  a  mother's  heartstrings  are 
strained,  even  to  cracking,  when  her  newly- 
born  and  only  babe  is  seen  to  perish  without  the 
slightest  power  to  save;  so  forgive  me,  Cap- 
tain, pray  forgive  me, — pity  a  mother's  sorrow, 
and  I  wUl  pray  to  my  Creator  to  grant  me  pa- 
tience to  bear  this  dreadful  dispensation." 

The  bereaved  mother  bowed  her  head  to  the 
dust;  and  as  she  laid  her  face  on  the  cold  ground, 
uttered,  in  agony  of  spirit,  but  with  the  deep 
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feeling  of  resignation  which  religion  alone  can 
inspire^ — ^^  The  Lord  giveth^  and  the  Lord 
taketh  away,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  I" 


a 


Grief  wrings  her  soul  and  bends  it  down  to  earth.*' 


This  rencontre,  which  had  been  too  much 
.  for  the  over  excited  feelings  of  the  scarcely 
restored  Captain,  was  interrupted  by  the  sudden 
appearance  of  Mr.  Swallowtail,  who  came  with 
the  intention  to  signify  that  it  was  necessaiy  to 
make  some  preparation  to  meet  in  security  the 
fiskst  coming  night  Captain  Underwood  caught 
sight  of  the  old  tar,  and,  smothering  his  feelings 
as  far  as  possible,  he  advanced  towards  him^ 
and  extending  his  right  hand,  he  said,  "  Well, 
my  brave  fellow,  right  glad  am  I  to  see  you 
once  more ;  how  are  you  ?" 

**  Why,  Sir,"  answered  the  boatswain,  "  I  am 
as  I  look,  wet  as  sea  weed;  not  so  limp,  but  stiff 
as  pitch  and  as  pretty  as  efver;  but  what's  the 
worth  of  considering  such  a  trifling  matter  as 
me  ?  salt  water  won't  have  none  of  me ;  an't  you 
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delighted.  Lord  bless  you  both,  to  see  youDg 
Misis  there  ?  It's  an  old  saying,  that  when  the 
wind  begins  to  blow  the  devil's  horns  off,  he 
lays  &Bt  hold  of  his  tail,  so  that  he  may  be 
always  sure  of  a  covering  at  one  end  or  the 
other ;  so  think  yourself  lucky.  Sir,  that  pretty 
Miss  is  safe  and  sound.  I  wish  I  could  say 
that  that  there  was  the  case  with  the  respect- 
able  old  gentleman  her  &ther,  and  the  blessed 
baby ;  but  it's  what  we  must  all  come  to  sooner 
or  later,  and  neither  you  nor  I,  Captain,  could 
have  ventured  to  say,  six  hours  ago,  whose  turn 
it  would  be,  and  I  am  sure  none  of  the  crew 
knowed  it  would  have  been  such  a  d — d  long 
time  since  we  last  piped  to  dinner  as  it  has 
turned,  out  to  be.  I  finds  out  these  things  by 
instinct.  Sir,  by  the  emptiness  of  my  bread 
room,  which  is  singing  out  and  cawing  plainly 
enough  to  make  me  aware  of  k  with  a  ven- 
geance. Why,  bless  you,  Sir,  saving  the  pre- 
sence of  the  ladies,  I  feel  as  full  oiFwind  as  a 

barber's  cat." 
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A  spring  of  firesh  water  had  been  discovered 
by  some  of  the  crew  who  had  made  a  short  ex* 
cursion  mto  the  interior;   with  much  care,   a 
small  quantity  was  brought  to  the  rendezvous 
in  gourds  and  some  shells  which  had  been 
picked  up  on  the  sea  shore ;  a  pile  of  dry  wood 
was  got  together,  and   after   some  difficulty 
ignited.     The  raven  palm  tree,  peculiar 'to  the 
island  of  Madagascar,  furnishing  the  means  of 
temporary  shelter,  as  well  as  forming  drinking 
vessels,   and  other  necessary  articles  for  the 
needy  remnant    of  the    crew,   a  quantity  of 
leaves   were    collected   and   strewed   to  form 
couches  for  the  ladies,  whom  every  one  seemed, 
anxious  to  assist     With  these  slender  prepara- 
tions they  were  compelled  to  pass  the  night, 
hoping  in  the  morning,  at  the  earliest  dawn, 
should  the  weather  permit,  to  procure  from  the 
wreck  such  sustenance  as  might  not  have  been 
rendered  totally  useless  by  the  salt-water. 

A  portion  of  the  seamen,  hastily  armed  with 
large  sticks,  or   bludgeons,  which   had  been 
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forcibly  torn  from  the  difPerent  trees,  were 
selected  as  a  watch  to  prevent  a  surprise  either 
fit>m  the  natives,  or  from  any  wild  animals 
whicli  might  prowl  too  near ;  fiitigue  soon  got 
the  better  of  every  apprehension,  and  most  of 
the  worn-out  people  were  stretched  along  sleep- 
ing on  the  ground,  soon  after  the  night  had 
closed  upon  them. 
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CHAPTER  XVIL 


"  Ye  lost  companions  of  distress,  adieu ! 
Your  toils,  aod  pains,  and  dangers,  are  no  more ; 
The  tempest  now  shall  howl  unheard  by  you. 
While  ocean  smites  in  vain  the  trembling  shore." 

The  SniPWRBCK. 

Repose  was  for  some  time  a  stranger  to  that 
part  of  the  shelter  which  was  occupied  by  the 
ladies  and  the  officers.  The  loss  sustained  by 
Mrs.  Willis  rendered  all  consolation  for  the 
present  unavailing;  her  grief  had  obtained 
complete  mastery  over  her  resolution^  and  she 
passed  all  the  night  with  groans  and  tears. 
Miss  Melrose  likewise  felt  most  acutely  the  loss 
of  her  father f  yet  she  derived  much  consolation 
from  the  knowledge  that  her  lover  had  been 
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spared  to  her.  She  had  sufficient  discrimina- 
tion to  be  awaie  that  anything  she  conld  say 
to  mitigate  the  sorrows  of  her  companion  wonid 
be  for  the  jMnesent  useless — time  most  work  its 
course ;  grief  most  have  its  way — ^Amelia  there- 
fore did  not  interrupt  the  Lunentations  of  her 
fiiend,  but  frequently  evinced  her  participation 
in  them  by  a  gentle  pressure  of  the  hand  of 
Mis.  Willis,  which  she  held  fiist  within  her  own. 
At  the  eariiest  dawn  of  day,  the  survivors  of 
the  crew  of  the  William  Tell^  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  who  were  left  to  protect  the 
females,  hastened  down  to  the  beach  to  see  the 
state  of  the  wreck,  and  to  obtain  whatever  sup- 
plies might  have  been  washed  on  shore  during 
the  night  Cold  and  hungry  as  they  were,  the 
feeling  naturally  was  one  of  much  anxiety.  On 
their  arrival,  the  hull  of  the  ship  was  no  longer 
visible,  but  the  surface  of  the  water  was  strewed 
with  masses  of  timber^  numerous  casks,  and 
other  stores  which  would  float,  and  the  shore 
was  covered  with  various  goods  which  had  been 
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washed  up.  The  wind  had  become  very  much 
more  moderate,  and  the  surf  had  considerably 
abated,  which  enabled  the  people,  under  the 
direction  of  the  o£Bcers,  to  secure  many  valu- 
able and  useful  articles,  such  as  provisions,  some 
wine,  and  a  quantity  of  clothmg,  besides  two  or 
three  chests  of  carpenter's  tools,  which  proved 
of  the  most  essential  service  for  felling  wood 
and  other  necessaries,  to  raise  a  few  temporaiy 
habitations,  and  make  the  fires  for  warmth  by 
night,  and  for  cooking  by  day. 

Proceeding  along  the  beach,  several  bodies  of 
the  drowned  people  were  discovered,  among 
which  were  those  of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Tit- 
terton  and  his  valet  Little  as  Captain  Under- 
wood had  to  think  highly  of  that  gentleman,  he 
felt  very  severely  the  untimely  end  to  which  he 
had  come,  and  without  doubt  it  was  owing  to 
his  own  impetuosity,  ignorance,  and  folly ;  for 
had  he  waited,  as  many  others  did,  and  not  been 
over  anxious  to  make  one,  although  forewarned, 
in  the  very  first  boat  which  left  the  ship, — and  it 
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wasy  in  isictf  more  of  a  specaladoii  or  attempt  to 
ducoTer  a  landing-place  than  anything  els^ — ^he 
would  have  stood  as  fiur  a  chance  of  saving  his 
life  as  many  who  were  afkeiwaids  safely  landed 
on  the  beach;  but  it  is  ever  the  case,  when 
silly,  uninitiated  people  vnll  pretend  to  know 
better  than  others  who  have  {MDfessional  talent 
and  long  experience  to  back  them.  The  conse- 
quences of  such  presumption  are  always  severe 
in  time  of  danger,  but  in  this  instance,  unfor- 
tunately, they  were  &taL  These  bodies  were 
buried  in  the  sand  on  the  same  morning  the 
Captain,  who  had  a  thorough  recollection  of  the 
funeral  service,  officiating  in  the  niannerl)efi>re 
mentioned* 

As  there  was  no  probability  of  a  speedy  re- 
moval from  the  situation  at  present  occupied, 
every  man  who  could  handle  an  axe  or  a  saw 
to  advantage  was  furnished  with  one  as  fiur  as 
they  would  go,  and  they  were  soon  hard  at 
work,  lopping  trees  and  preparing  them  to  form 
huts  for   the    general  accommodation.      The 
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raven  palm  tree  is  particularly  advantageous  to 
persons  in  distress,  like  the  crew  of  the  late  ship 
William  Tell;  for  it  grows  to  an  enormous 
height,  and  the  top  of  it  can  be  prepared  and 
eaten  in  the  same  manner  as  the  mountain  cab- 
bage  tree ;  it  is  covered  with  a  strong  bark,  and 
its  wood,  which  is  fibrous  and  hard,  was  on  this 
occasion  employed  in  constructing  habitations, 
the  walls  and  partitions  of  which  were  formed 
by  the  ribs  of  its  leaves,  which  have  the  solidity 
of  wood,  and  the  pliability  of  leather,  and  admit 
of  being  fastened  tc^ther ;  the  leaves  serve 
to  cover  the  houses,  and  are  preferable  and 
more  durable  than  the  English  method  of 
thatching.  Very  large  planks  may  be  made 
from  this  tree,  but  it  is  necessary  they  should  be 
straightened  the  moment  they  are  split  Under 
the  membranous  covering  which  encloses  the 
flowers  of  this  palm  there  is  to  be  found  a 
gummy  substance,  similar  in  taste  to  honey.  It 
cannot  be  doubted,  therefore,  that  this  useful 
tree  was  highly  appreciated  by  the  shipwrecked 
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suflFerers,  who  by  hard  labour  managed  to  erect 
a  temporary  and  somewhat  comfortable  shelter 
by  night,  sufficient  to  cover  the  whole  party. 
The  provisions  were  distributed  in  such 
proportions  as  would  ensure  their  lasting  for 
several  days,  but  a  few  hungry  bodies  were  not 
satisfied  with,  the  allowance,  particularly  Mr. 
Swallowtail,  who,  as  he  eyed  his  morsel  which 
he  had  placed  upon  a  trencher,  said,  *^  This  has 
been  a  queer  time  for  some  of  us,  papas,  wives, 

and  sweethearts.      I  wonder  how  Mrs.  S 

is  carrying  on  the  war  at  this  present  hour  of 
the  night ;  I  would  give  a  trifle  to  be  messing 
at  her  table  just  now  in  her  little  back  parlour. 
She  has  got  something  hot  before  her  besides  the 
fire,  or  else  she  has  wonderfully  changed  her 
custom  before  she  puts  on  her  nightcap.  It 
shall  go  hard  but  I'll  have  a  hot  supper  too  to- 
morrow  night,  if  there  is  a  woolly  bird  or  a  bit 
of  live  beef  within  any  reasonable  distance." 

Accordingly,  the  boatswain  obtained  the  Cap- 
tain's permission  on  the  next  morning,  and  with 
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a  considerable  party  made  an  excursion  into 
the  country:  they  returned  towards  evening, 
rewarded  for  their  labours  with  a  large  bufialo 
they  had  contrived  to  separate  from  the  herd, 
and  had  driven  into  a  pitfall ;  this  animal  they 
killed,  and  forming  a  litter  with  the  boughs  of 
trees,  brought  it  in  triumph  to  their  shipmates. 
Little  time  elapsed  before  steaks  and  cutlets 
were  smoking  before  the  people ;  and  although 
knives  and  forks  were  scarce,  the  appetites  were 
strong,  and  in  a  very  brief  space  the  buffalo, 
with  the  exception  of  the  horns,  bones,  skin,  and 
hoofs,  was  in  every  sense  of  the  word  no  more. 
Miss  Melrose  experienced  a  fresh  gratification 
as  the  evening  advanced,  for  the  steward  of  the 
ship  brought  her  female  attendant  Martha,  safe 
and  well;  he  had  watched  the  poor  affrighted 
girl  throughout,  and  had  carried  her  on  shore 
in  the  long-boat,  but  she  had  been  too  ill  and 
exhausted  to  be  removed  in  safety  from  the 
first  asylum  she  had  obtained.  To  speak  the 
truth,  it  must  be  announced  that  during  the 

VOL.  n.  N 
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fine  weather  on  the  vojagd  there  had  been  a 
little  sly  courtship  between  these  parties^  who 
had  felt  a  mutual  inclination  for  the  society  of 
each  other,  and  the  gallantry  of  the  steward 
was,  in  time  of  need,  called  forth  to  attempt  the 
rescue  of  his  "  lady  love,"  in  which  he  suc- 
ceeded ;  and  perhaps  it  was  \o  the  influence  of 
the  little  god  that  the  fortunate  Martha  might 
attribute  the  safety  of  her  life,  as  the  attendant 
of  Mrs.  Willis,  being  a  woman  of  colour,  and 
not  in  possession  of  personal  attractions,  was 
never  heard  of  from  the  time  the  ship  struck 
the  ground. 

Some  serious  consultations  took  place  among 
the  officers  as  to  what  plan  should  be  adopted 
to  transport  themselves  and  the  crew  back  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope :  it  was  judged  impro- 
per to  attempt  travelling  by  land  to  the  nearest 
settlement,  as  the  sick  and  wounded  could  not 
walk,  and  the  country  was  totally  unknown, 
besides  the  difficulty  of  procuring  water  and 
provisions  on  the  route.     The  carpenters  were. 
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accordingly  set  to  work  to  repair  the  boats,  it 
being  determined  to  embark  in  them^  and  to 
coast  alon^  until  some  port  could  be  found 
where  a  ship  could  be  hired  laige  enough  to 
contain  alL 

In  a  week,  the  repairs  were  done,  and  every- 
thing was  ready;  some  casks  of  water  and 
what  provisions  remained  were  stowed  away, 
and  the  people  were  distributed,  under  the 
direction  of  the  officers,  in  the  different  boats, 
in  numbers  according  to  their  capacity;  the 
Captain,  Miss  Melrose,  and  Mrs.  Willis,  occu- 
pying one  of  the  cutters,  Mr.  Swallowtail  being 
in  charge,  at  his  own  request,  of  his  old  fa- 
vourite, the  jolly-boat. 

In  this  manner  the  coasting  voyage  was  con- 
tinued, keeping  the  shore  close  on  board,  and 
landing  at  night  on  the  most  convenient  spots 
which  could  be  found,  until,  at  last,  the  whole 
arrived  in  safety  at  a  town  knowu  by  the  name 
of  Fort  Dauphin.     At  this  place  there  was 
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good  accommodation — the  markets  well  supplied, 
and  everything  in  abundance;  here^  likewise, 
were  several  vessels  of  superior  tonnage,  one  of 
which  was  hired  by  Captain  Underwood ;  and 
after  having  remained  on  shore  until  completely 
refreshed  and  restored  to  health,  the  remainder 
of  the  officers,  passengers,  and  crew,  embarked 
and  set  sail.  Nothing  remarkable  occurred 
during  a  favourable  passage  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  On  the  vessel's  arrival,  every  attention 
was  shewed  by  the  Governor  and  others  to  the 
ladies  and  the  principal  officers.  Many  ships  of 
large  tonnage  were  at  an  anchor  in  Table  Bay, 
both  outward  and  homeward  bound,  among 
which  the  remains  of  the  crew  foimd  employ- 
ment; therefore  nothing  prevented  a  choice 
being  made,  either  to  return  home  or  continue 
the  voyage  to  Calcutta. 

Mrs.  Willis,  of  course,  preferred  the  latter, 
« 
cuxd  soon  took  leave  of  her  fellow-sufferers,  and 

departed  on  her  way  to  join  her  husband.     The 
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parting  between  that  lady  and  Miss  Melrose  was 
a  sad  one»  many  tears  were  shed  on  both  sides^  and 
a  promise  to  correspond  was  gladly  interchanged. 

Captain  Underwood  accompanied  Miss  Mel- 
rose to  England ;  I  joined  them.  Mr.  Barker 
found  the  situation  of  chief  officer  fortunately 
vacant  in  an  outward-bound  ship  of  the  same 
class  and  tonnage  as  the  late  William  TeU.  He 
was  gladly  received,  because  his  character  as  an 
officer  and  a  seaman  was  duly  appreciated. 

Every  one  seemed  provided  for^  somehow  or 
other,  but  the  veteran  Mr.  Swallowtail ;  he  had 
observed  one  party  going  this  way,  and  another 
that  way,  with  evident  uneasiness,  but  he  made 
no  observation.  Captain  Underwood,  at  last, 
undertook  the  task  of  communicating  with  him. 
^*  Mr.  Swallowtail,"  said  he,  "  you  seem  unde- 
cided what  course  to  pursue ;  I  think  you  had 
better  return  to  England  with  me.  I  will  bear 
strong  testimony  of  the  gallantry  you  have  dis- 
played during  the  trying  and  melancholy  event 
which  has  befallen  us,  and  of  your  good  cha- 
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racter  previouslj ;  and  I  will  convince  you  thai  I 
have  not  forgotten^  nor  will  I  be  ungratefiil  for, 
the  part  you  took  in  saving  my  life.  I  think, 
from  my  influence,  I  may  safely,  venture  to  pro- 
mise you  as  good  a  berth  in  as  good  a  ship  as 
the  one  we  have  lost.'* 

"  I  thank  you,  Sir,**  answered  the  boatswain, 
**  I  do  not  doubt  your  kindness,  but  I  think, 
d'ye  see,  that  my  voyage  home  will  be  the  last 
I  shall  make  until  I  set  sail  on  my  way  where 
there  is  no  '  about  ship.'  I  hope  no  ofience. 
Sir,  when  I  say  I  never  wish  to  serve  under 
another  commander  than  yourself,  and  it  seems 
pretty  certain  you  wont  go  afloat  ^ain  in  a 
hurry ;  and,  begging  your  pardon  for  being  so 
free,  you  would  deserve  a  d — d  sight  worse  fete 
than  when  you  were  adrift  upon  the  davit  if 
you  did,  while  so  lovely  a  vessel  as  pretty  Miss 
was  inclined  to  'take  in  the  same  moorings  with 
you.  For  my  part,  if  my  old  woman,  mother 
SwaUowtail,  is  aUve.  which  is  very  likely,  as 
she  never  ails  nothing,  I  will  pass  the  rest  of 
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my  days  warped  up  to  her  apron  string,  and  no 
bad  berth  neither,  d'ye  see ;  but  if  she  should 
have  slipped  her  cable  before  I  get  back,  I  know 
there  will  be  enough  rhino  to  buy  six  puncheons 
of  rum,  and  by  the  time  I  have  drank  them  out, 
it  will  be  time  to  die." 


V  I  had  the  pleasure  of  dining  with  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Underwood,  at  their  residence  in  Har- 
ley  Street,  on  the  very  day  twelvemonth  that 
we  left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  England ; 
and  on  each  anniversary  of  their  wedding  day, 
I  have  stUl  found  them  in  the  enjoyment  of 
perfect  health,  happiness,  and  love. 


THE  END. 


T4C.  Savili,  Printer,  107,  St.  Martin's  lane. 
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